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PREFACE 



COMMONWEAI.TH OF VIROINIA. 

Office of the Auditor of Public Accounts. 

Richmond, April, 1916. 

This edition of the Tax Laws contains the amendments to 
those laws made by the General Assembly which adjourned March 
18, 1916. 

State Tax Board. 

By act approved March 17, 1916 (in force on and after June 
17, 1916), Chapter 116, page 154, Acts of Assembly, Extra Ses- 
sion 1915, was amended and re-enacted. The name of the State 
advisory board on taxation was changed to State tax board. 
The powers of the board ^jre made supervisory instead of ad- 
visory and the duties and jKjWers of the board are enlarged and 
are as follows: 

(a) To collect, digest and preserve information relating to 
the assessment and collection of taxes in this State and to ascer- 
tain the best methods of effecting equitable assessments and of 
avoiding duplication of taxation of the same property; and to 
report to the General Assembly such measures as will promote 
uniformity of assessments, just rates and harmwiy, and co-op- 
eration among all officials connected with the revenue system of 
the State. 

(b) To exercise supervisory powers over local boards of re- 
view, examiners of records, commissioners of the revenue, assessors 
of lands, and aU other tax officers. 

(c) To generally and specifically instruct local boards of re- 
view, examiners of records and other tax officers respecting the 
discharge of their duties^in carrying out the laws of this State. 

(d) To investigate or cause to be investigated at any time 
whether local boards of review, examiners of records and other 
tax officers are performing their duties in obedience to the laws 
and the insftructions of the State tax board. 

(e) To report local boards of review and tax officers to the 
circuit, corporation or hustings court for malfeasance, misfeas- 
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ance, and neglect of official duty or for incapacity, and it shall 
thereupon be the duty of the court to summon at its next term 
the board or officer to show cause why it or he should not be re- 
moved from office. 

(f) To require reports and information at any time from 
local boards of review, examiners of records and other tax offi- 
cers, which reports and information shall be furnished promptly ; 
also to summon in person or by registered mail, before it at any 
time, to instruct or to procure information from, any or all mem- 
bers of a local board of review, examiners of records, commis- 
sioners of the revenue, assessors of lands or other tax officers. 

(g) To investigate at any time the assessment and collec- 
tion of taxes in any county, town or city, and when any assess- 
ment is found to be unjust or unreasonable, to institute such pro- 
ceedings in court as may be deemed necessary in order to cor- 
rect such assessment by raising or lowering same. 

(h) To do all other acts not in conflict with the laws of this 
State which, in its judgment, are essential and necessary for the 
complete and proper discharge of its duties and for effecting such 
uniform valuations as will promote fairness and equality of as- 
sessments and taxation. 

(i) To perform all duties placed upon, and to exercise all 
the powers conferred by law upon, the State advisory board on 
taxation or the State tax board. 

In all matters within its jurisdiction, the said State tax board 
shall have authority to administer oaths, to award, issue and have 
served, executed and returned any writ, notice, process, order or 
order of publication which may by law be awarded, issued, 
served, or returned by or to any court of law or equity in this 
Commonwealth, for the purpose of compelling the attendance of 
witnesses and the enforcement and execution of its findings, or- 
ders and judgments. AH writs, processes and orders of the board 
shall run in the name of the Commonwealth, shall be signed by 
the chairman of the board, and may be executed and returned in 
like manner as the processes, writs, notices or orders of the courts 
of record of this Commonwealth, and, when so served shall have 
the same legal office. 

Local Boards of Review in Counties and Cities. 

A local board of review for each county and city consist- 
ing of three members must be appointed in term time or vaca- 
tion, annually, on or before the first of February, by the judge 
of the circuit court of each county, the judge of the corporation 
or hustings court of each city, and the judge of a circuit court 
of a city which has no other court of record. 
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The duties and powers of a local board of review are as 
follows: 

(a) To receive from the Auditor of Public Accounts the in- 
terrogatories for taxpayers and to deliver the same to the com- 
missioners of the revenue, with directions to the commissioner to 
call in person upon each taxpayer in their districts, to view and 
list at its fair market value the property to be assessed, and to 
procure full and complete answers to the interrogatories sworn 
to as required by law, and to require the taxpayer to write the 
word "none" opposite those items of property, money, or income 
which he does not own. 

(b) To receive said interrogatories from the commissioners 
of the revenue and to return with instructions to the commission- 
ers all interrogatories found to be defective, incomplete and not 
to contain what the board has reason to believe to be the true 
returns of any taxpayer or the true value of the property, and 
all interrogatories not signed and sworn or affirmed to. 

(c) To immediately report to the court any serious miscon- 
duct, neglect or dereliction of duty or incapacity of a commis- 
sioner of the revenue, and at the same time to notify the State 
tax board of such action; to notify the State tax board of any 
serious misconduct, neglect or dereliction or incapacity of the 
examiner of records. 

(d) To review the interrogatories of taxpayers and to re- 
quire the examiner of records to review those interrogatories so 
far as they relate to intangible personal property, money and in- 
come ; and in the discretion of the board, to require the examiner 
of records to attend any and all its ^meetings and to aid the board 
in every way possible to bring about full, complete and uniform 
assessments at^ fair market value. 

(e) To ascertain the fair market value of tangible and in- 
tangible personal property, money and income of taxpayers and 
report the same to the commissioner of the revenue for assessment. 

(f) To call upon taxpayers or their agents or any person, 
firm, or officers of a company or corporation, to furnish informa- 
tion relating to intangible (or tangible) personal property, money 
and income of any and all taxpayers; and to summon, in person 
or by registered mail, taxpayers or their agents, or any person, 
firm, or officer of a company or corporation to answer under oath 
all questions touching the ownership and value of intangible (or 
tangible) personal property, money and income of any and all 
taxpayers. 

Any person refusing, when called upon by the local board of 
review or the examiner of records, to furnish access to his books 
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of account, papers and other records, as required by this act, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be liable to a fine 
of not less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, 
and each day's failure to furnish such access shall constitute a 
separate offence. 

(h) To report to the Auditor of Public Accounts, upon forms 
furnished by him, all additions in values of intangible personal 
property, money and incomes and all additions in State license 
taxes on merchants made by the examiner of records. 

(i) To communicate to the circuit court of the county or the 
corporation or hustings court of the city information coming to 
its attention which will aid the court in carrying out the pro- 
visions of chapter seven hundred and seventy-four. Acts of As- 
sembly of Virginia, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine-nineteen 
hundred, being act approved March fifth, nineteen hundred, 
entitled "an act to direct and authorize county and corporation 
courts to strike from the 'lists' lands returned delinquent for 
non-payment of taxes, levies, etc., such as are erroneously thereon." 

(j) To review the fiduciary and other reports of the exam- 
iner of records required to be made to the board, and to report 
to the commissioners of the revenue the values ascertained on in- 
tangible personal property, money and incomes; and thereupon the 
commissioners of the revneue shall enter and extend upon their per- 
sonal property books, or other ta^ books, the names of persons, 
firms and corporations chargeable with taxes and levies on in- 
tangible personal property, money and incomes at the rates pro- 
vided by law on such intangible personal property, money and 
incomes on the valutaions as ascertained, as if such intangible per- 
sonal property, money and incomes had been listed by the indi- 
vidual person, firm or corporation. 

(k) To review the reports of purchases by merchants, made 
or required to be made to the commissioner of the revenue, and 
require the examiner of records to review those interrogatories and 
to ascertain whether the merchant's license tax assessed by the 
commissioner of the revenue against the merchants should be in- 
creased or decreased, and to report, upon forms furnished by the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, the result of their examination and 
investigation and also the rseult of the ipnvestigation of the ex- 
aminer of records approved by the board, to the Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts, the commissioner of the revenue and the county or 
city treasurer, as the case may be. 

(1) Within sixty days after the tax books have been com- 
pleted and delivered, as required bv law, any taxpayer may ap- 
ply to the local board of review for the correction of his assess- 
ment, and the State tax board or Auditor of Public Accounts, rep- 
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resented by the attorney for the Commonwealth or other attorney 
selected for the purpose, may apply on behalf of the Common- 
wealth to the local board of review to increase the assessment of 
any taxpayer, and any coimty, town or city, through its appointed 
representative or attorney, may apply to the local board of review 
to increase the assessment of any taxpayer. The local board of 
review shall hear and determine any and all such petitions and 
may increase, decrease or aflSrm the assessment of which complaint 
is made, and copies of the orders, entered by the board, shall be 
furnished the taxpayer, county or city treasurer. Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts, and attorney for the county, town or city. In all 
such hearings, the officers who made the assessments shall, if pos- 
sible, be present and testify, provided that no taxpayer who has 
failed, refused, or neglected, without cause shown, to file with the 
commissioner of the revenue a sworn statement of his property, 
shall be entitled to be heard nor shall such valuation or assess- 
ment be reduced. 

The State tax board or the Auditor of Public Accounts on 
bthalf of the Commonwealth, or the attorney for the county, city 
or town on behalf of the county, city or town, or taxpayer ag- 
grieved by any such order, may apply to the circuit court of 
the county, or to the corporation or hustings court of the city, 
or to the circuit court of any city which has no other court of 
record for the correction of any erroneous assessment of license 
taxes or any erroneous assessment of lands or other property, 
either as to over or under valuation, in the same manner as is 
provided by law for the correction of erroneous assessment of 
property by any person who is aggrieved thereby. 

Nothing contained in this section, however, shall prevent a 
taxpayer from applying directly to the court for the correction 
of erroneous assessment of his taxes and levies without first ap- 
plying to the local board of review. 

(m) The said board shall have power to direct the com- 
missioner of the revenue to enter upon the land or property books, 
or other tax books, any property, real or personal, which is found, 
to have been omitted, and further to direct such commissioner to 
correct any entries found to be erroneous, either as to over or 
under valuations and to cancel duplicate assessments. 

(n) After the tax books are completed and delivered, as 
required by law, said board may, at anv time within sixty days, 
upon its own motion, and may upon the motion of the board of 
supervisors of any county or the council or any other governing 
board of any city or town or of any five citizens thereof, when 
it deems an assessment erroneous, change such assessment by rais- 
ing or lowering the same, and thereupon give notice to any per- 
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son whose assessment is raised to show cause against such change, 
unless such person has already been fully heard. 

(o) Said board shaU keep minutes of its meetings, and enter 
therein all orders made, and transmit promptly a copy of such 
orders, as relate to the increase or decrease of assessments to the 
commissioner of the revenue, who shall make the corrections on 
the assessment rolls as directed thereby; provided, however, that 
no order made by said board shall prevent the taxpayer, or mem- 
ber or members of a board of supervisors, board of supervisors, 
member or members of a city or town council, city or town coun- 
cil or any other governing board of any city or town, or the 
Commonwealth, from applying to the proper court for correc- 
tion of any erroneous assessment in the manner provided by law. 

(p) In the year of a quinquennial assessment of real estate 
and in the year immediately following such assessment, such board 
of review shall devote especial attention to grievances and com- 
plaints with regard to the assessment of real estate and direct 
such corrections on the landbooks with reference thereto as may 
be determined; in all other years it shall make no changes in 
real estate assessments, save and except of lands, lots or improve- 
ments not previously assessed. 

(q) Said board shall have authority to summon taxpayers to 
bring before it their books of account or other papers and records 
for the purpose of verifying the tax returns made by such tax- 
payers, and procure the information necessary to make a com- 
plete assessment of the taxpayers' intangible personal property, 
money and income; or in lieu thereof said board may require the 
taxpayer to furnish access to his books, papers and records to 
the board or to its representative. 

(r) If, in the performance of its duties, any local board of 
review should procure information which would be useful or es- 
sential to a local board of review of some other county or city 
in performing the duties conferred upon it by this act, it shall 
be the duty of such local board of review to furnish such infor- 
mation to such other local board. 

(s) The information procured by local boards of review and 
examiners of records under this act shall be regarded as confi- 
dential, except for the purpose of assessments, and shall not be 
disclosed except to the State tax board or to some other local 
board of review or to officers charged with the assessment and col- 
lection of taxes, or to a court of record upon its order. 
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Examiners of Records. 

Duties. 

Duties of examiners of records. — In addition to the duties 
now imposed by law on the examiners of records, it shall be their 
duty. 

(a) To assist the local board of review in the examination 
and investigation of reports of purchases by merchants and in the 
examination and investigation of the returns of taxpayers in re- 
gard to intangible personal property, money and incomes, and they 
shall make such examinations and investigations upon their own 
account, or when called upon to do so by the State tax board. 

(b) To require taxpayers to furnish to them access to their 
books of account, or other papers and records for the purpose of 
verifying the tax returns made by such taxpayers and procure the 
information necessary to make a complete assessment of the tax- 
payers' intangible personal property, money and incomes, and 
merchants' license tax. 

(c) To perform such duties in connection with the ascer- 
tainment of the value of intangible personal property, money and 
incomes, and of the correctness of the reports of purchases by mer- 
chants as are required of them by the State tax board or by the 
local boards of review. 

(d) To make such reports to the local board of review and 
the State tax boards as may be required by law, or as the rules 
and regulations adopted by either of said boards may require. 

Compensation. 

The examiner of records shall, upon the valuations added 
as a result of his investigations and examinations of the returns 
of intangible personal property and incomes of taxpayers, not re- 
turned by them, in counties, cities and towns; receive commissions 
at the rate of one-tenth of one per centum on the first million 
dollars of such additions, and upon the next four million dollars 
of additional valuations of intangible personal property and in- 
comes, he shall receive commission at the rate of one-thirtieth of 
one per centum ; and upon the valuations in excess of five million 
dollars added to the returns of intangible personal property and 
incomes of taxpayers, he shall receive commissions at the rate of 
one-fiftieth of one per centum. Upon valuations of money added 
as a result of his investigations and examinations, the examiner 
of records shall receive commissions at the rate of one-fiftieth of 
one per centum on such valuation; and upon additions to pur- 
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chases of merchants, not returned by them, he shall receive com- 
missions at the rate of five per centum on the increase in the 
license taxes paid by the merchants resulting from the increase in 
purchases; provided, however, the examiner of records shall re- 
fund and pay into the treasury the compensation paid him on all 
property and taxable values hereafter reported by him that shall 
be relieved of taxes erroneously assessed thereon, and the compen- 
sation paid them on all property and taxable values upon which 
the taxes hereafter assessed under this section are not collected 
and returned delinquent, and shall be liable therefor under the 
bond required by law to be executed. 

Appointment, Removal, &c. 

The General Assembly, by act approved March 22, 1916, 
(which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), amended sec- 
tions 2 and 6 of the act of March 3, 1898, providing for a better 
assessment of personal property under the control of fiduciaries 
and the several courts, &c., so as to provide for the removal and 
appointment of examiners of records by the State advisory board 
of taxation (i. e., the State tax board) ; and provides for the 
compensation of examiners of records performing the duties im- 
posed upon them by the act approved March 3, 1898. 

Penalties. 

Should any taxpayer or his agent, or the oflScer of any com- 
pany, or corporation, or any other person required by this act to 
furnish information to the local board of review or to the exam- 
iner of records, touching the ownership and value of intangible 
personal property, money and income, and the reports of pur- 
chases of merchants, refuse when summoned to attend or refuse 
to answer under oath all questions touching the ownership and 
value of such intangible personal property, money and income, 
and the reports of purchases of merchants, such taxpayer, agent, 
or other person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall 
be liable to a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than one 
hundred dollars, and each day's refusal to attend or failure to fur- 
nish such information shall constitute a separate offense. 

Any person refusing, when called upon by the local board of 
review or the examiner of records, to furnish access to his books 
of account, papers and other records, as required by this act, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be liable to a fine of 
not less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and 
each day's failure to furnish such access shall constitute a separate 
offense. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia: Tax La/W9 — Preface xi 

Interrogatories of Taxpayers. 

Disposition of — by Com/mdssioners of the Reuerme, 

The several commissioners of the revenue shall, on or before 
the first day of Jmie of each year, return the personal property 
interrogatories of taxpayers relating to tangible and intangible 
personal property, money and incomes, to the local boards of 
review. 

Rates of County Levies, School Levies, &c. 

By act approved March 22, 1916, (in force on and after June 
17, 1916), the clerk of the board of supervisors of each county is 
required annually to send to the State tax board certified copy 
of the orders fixing county levies, school levies, &c., and it is made 
the duty of the State tax board to compile and print (for distri- 
bution upon written application) a table showing those levies. 

Segregation. 

Chapter 85 page 119, Acts of Assembly, extra session 1915, 
known as the "Segregation Act," was, by act approved March 22, 
1916, (which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), amended 
in section 2-b so as to provide that in a city of over 50,000 inhabi- 
tants having a collector of taxes the treasurer of such city shall not 
receive commissions on taxes collected by the city collector of such 
city. 

Real Estate and Tangible Personal Property (Other Than the 
Rolling Stock of Corporations Operating Railroads by Steam) 

Upon real estate and tangible personal property (other than 
the rolling stock of corporations operating railroads by steam) 
the only tax the State imposes is a tax of ten cents on the one hun- 
dred dollars assessed valuation, for the support of the public free 
schools of the State. 

Counties may impose upon real estate and tangible personal 
property (other than the rolling stock of corporations operating 
railroads by steam) the levies authorized by general law. 

Cities and towns may impose upon real estate and tangible 
personal property (other than the rolling stock of corporations 
operating railroads by steam) the levies authorized by general law 
or by the provisions of their several charters. 

Schedule "B," section 6, classifies tangible personal property 
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for State purposes, and the General Assembly, by act approved 
March 15, 1915 (chapter 99, page 136, Acts of Assembly, extra ses- 
sion, 1915), authorizes the boards of supervisors of counties and 
councils of cities and towns, to adopt the State classification of 
the subjects of taxation as the same may now or hereafter be clas- 
sified for the purposes of taxation by the State. 

Public Wharves, Docks and Terminals owned by a City. 

The General Assembly, by act approved March 21, 1916, 
(which act is in force from the date of its approval), exempted 
from taxation. State and local, public wharves, docks and termi- 
nals of any city, where such public wharves, docks and terminals 
ard located in any county, city or town. 

The act is as follows : 

AN ACT to exempt from taxation. State and local, public wharves, 
docks and terminals of any city, where such public wharves, 
docks and terminals are located in any county, city and town. 
Approved March 21, 1916. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
public wharves, docks and" terminals of any city, located in any 
county, city or town shall be held by said city exempt from State 
and local taxation. 

This act shall apply to the taxes for the year 1916 and subse- 
quent years. 

2. As this act affects the public revenues, an emergency is 
declared to exist and this act shall go into effect from its passage. 

Intangible Personal Property. 

Sections 8 and 9, Schedule C, of the tax laws, defining intan- 
gible personal property and providing for its taxation, as amended 
and re-enacted by Chap. 117, page 160, Acts of Assembly, extra 
session 1915, were amended and re-enacted by act approved March 
20, 1916, and in express terms the provisions of the act of March 
20, 1916, apply to the assessment and collection of State taxes and 
local levies for the year 1916 and thereafter. 

Section 8 as amended by the act of March 20, 1916, defines 
capital of persons, firms and corporations engaged in business in 
this State; also requires accounts to be so kept as to show capital 
as defined; also opens those accounts to the inspection of taxing 
officers. 

This act provides "Where any person, firm or corporation 
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domiciled and doing business in this State maintains a branch of 
such business outside of this State, no part of the capital of such 
person, firm or corporation permanently invested in any such 
branch of its business, nor any intangible assets, arising from busi- 
ness originating at any such branch and transacted outside of this 
State, shall be considered as situated in this State for the purpose 
of taxation or be assessed with taxes in this State — any statutory 
provisions or rule of construction to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing it being the intent and purpose of this provision to exact of 
citizens of this State no higher or greater tax than that exacted of 
non-residents doing business in this State." 

This section (eight) also defines other intangible personal 
property. 

State Tax on * 'Capital" and Other Intangible Personal 

Property. 

Section 9 of the Tax Laws amended by act approved March 
20, 1916, (the provisions of which act, it is expressly provided in 
the act apply to the asse^ment and collection of State taxes and 
local levies for the year 1916 and thereafter), fixes the State tax 
on capital at 70 c. on every $100 of the assessed value thereof, leav- 
ing the local rate on capital as heretofore. 

Upon intangible personal property, other than "capital," the 
State imposes a tax of sixty-five cents on each one hundred dollars, 
assessed valuation (except upon money, and upon bonds of coun- 
ties, cities and towns and other political sub-divisions of the State.) 

Non-Resident Person, Firm or Corporation Doing Business in 

Virginia. 

The law requires all bills receivable, obligations or credits and 
other intangible assets arising from business done in this State by 
a non-resident person, firm or corporation, either personally or 
through an agent, having a business domicile in this State, to be 
assessed. The law is as follows: 

"The provisions of section 8 and of this section (9) of thij 
schedule shall apply with equal force to any person or corporation 
representing in this State business interests that may claim a domi- 
cile elsewhere, the intent and purpose being that no non-resident 
person or corporation, either personally or through any agent, 
shall transact business here without paying to the State a corre- 
sponding tax with that exacted of its own citizens, and all bills 
receivable, obligations or credits and other intangible assets arising 
from the business done in this State are hereby declared assessable 
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within this State and at the business domicile of said non-resident 
person or corporatiwi, his or its agent or representative." 

Corporation Chartered by Virginia, Doing no Business in 
Virginia,— Intangible Personal Property of such 
Corporation not Taxable in Virginia. 

Act approved March 22, 1916, (in force on and after June 17, 
1916), is as follows: 

AN ACT relating to the situs for taxation of intangible property 
owned by corporations which do no business in this State. 

Whereas, certain corporations have been organized under the 
laws of Virginia, and it is anticipated that certain others will be 
organized thereunder, which do no business within this State; 
therefore 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That no 
income tax nor ad valorem taxes. State or local, shall be imposed 
upon the stocks, bonds, investments, capital or other intangible 
property owned by corporations organized under the laws of this 
State which do no part of their business within this State; and the 
mere holding of stockholders meetings in this State by such corpo- 
rations required by law, shall not be construed as doing any busi- 
ness in this State within the meaning of this act; provided, how- 
ever, that if while any such intangible property is subject to any 
taxation under the laws of this State, it be assigned or transferred 
to any such corporation, such property shall continue to be subject 
to all taxation now or hereafter imposed by law just as if such 
assignment or transfer had not been made. AH liens on such prop- 
erty for taxes now or hereafter provided for by law are hereby 
preserved, and such taxes may be assessed either against the as- 
signor or the assignee, and however assessed may be collected of 
either by any of the methods now or hereafter provided for by law. 

Penalty on Taxpayers For Failing to Report Bonds, Notes or 
Other Evidences of Debt for Taxation. 

Taxpayers should not fail to list for taxation their bonds, 
notes or other evidences of debt. The law has prescribed a pen- 
alty, which adds 50 per cent, to the taxes, and has provided the 
omitted bonds, notes or evidences of debt shall not be recoverable 
by action at law, suit in equity, or any legal process, or by sale 
under deed of trust or otherwise until the bonds, notes or other 
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evidences of debt, omitted from taxation, have been reported for 
assessment and the taxes and the penalty thereon have beesn paid. 
The law (sec. 8, tax laws) is as follows : 

"If any person, firm or corporation shall, with a view to evade 
the payment of taxes, fail or refuse to make out and deliver under 
oath such list and statem^it as herein provided for of any such 
bonds, notes or other evidences of debt, then the omitted evidences 
of debt shall not be recoverable by action at law or suit in equity 
ill any of the courts of this Commonwealth or by any legal pro- 
cess, or by sale under deed of trust, or otherwise, until they shall 
liave been reported for assessment, and the taxes paid thereon for 
the years that they diould have been paid, with an addition of fifty 
per centum of the amount of said unpaid taxes; and the failure to 
make out such list and statement to the said commissioner shall be 
taken aa prima facie evidence of the intention to so evade pay- 
ment of taxes. 

But where in any action at law or suit in equity it is ascer- 
tained that there are unpaid taxes and penalties on the evidence 
of debt sought to be enforced, and the suitor makes affidavit that 
he is unable to pay these taxes and penalty, but is willing for the 
same to be paid out of the first recovery on the evidence of debt, 
the court shall have authority to enter as a part of any judgment 
or decretal order in said proceedings that the amount of taxes and 
penalties due and owing shall be paid to the proper officer out of 
the first collection on said judgment or decree.^' 

Penalty on Taxpayers Failing to Report Intangible Personal 
Property for Taxation. 

For omitting to list for assessment intangible personal prop- 
erty the taxpayer is penalized by having to pay an additional rate 
of taxation. The law (sec. 9, tax laws) is as follows: 

"In the event any taxpayer shall fail, without just cause 
shown, to return for taxation any intangible personal property 
under the provisions of this schedule within the time prescribed 
by law, and it is ascertained thereafter that any such property has 
not been returned for taxation, it shall be assessed when discov- 
ered, and taxed at the full rate of taxation provided for real estate 
in this State, which shall include the State rate and the local rates 
and levies of the county, district, town or city wherein the owner 
or taxpayer has his legal residence." 

Money. 

Upon money the State imposes a tax of twenty cents (ten cents 
for support of the government and ten cents for support of the 
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public free schools) on each one hundred dollars assessed valua- 
tion, and no county, city or town is authorized to lay any levy 
upon money. 

Bonds of Counties, Cities and Towns and Other Political 
Sub-Divisioiis of tiiis State 

Upon the bonds of counties, cities and towns and other politi- 
cal sub-divisions of the State the State imposes a tax of thirty-five 
cents on each one hundred dollars assessed valuation. 

Whether this property is taxable locally, is a matter, until de- 
cided by the courts, to be determined by the legal advisers of the 
counties, cities and towns. 

Local Levies on Intangible Personal Property. 

On intangible personal property (except money), any city 
may levy a tax at a rate not to exceed thirty cents on the one hun- 
dred dollars assessed valuation; and the board of supervisors of 
any county may levy a district road tax on such property assessed 
to residents in any magisterial district proposed to be taxed for 
district purposes to be used exclusively for the construction and 
repair of public roads and bridges located within the magisterial 
district in which said levy is laid at a rate not to exceed thirty 
cents on the one hundred dollars of assessed valuation thereof, but 
this clause shall not be considered to authorize the board of super- 
visors of any county to levy such tax against the residents of any 
incorporated town within such magisterial district which main- 
tains its own roads; and any incorporated town in this State which 
is exempt by statute or by the express provisions of its charter 
from the payment of district road taxes, or which maintains its 
own roads free of expense to the magisterial district, may levy a 
tax on such property assessed to residents therein at a rate not to 
exceed thirty cents on the one hundred dollars assessed valuation 
thereof. 

Classification of intangible personal property by the State is 
set out in section 8, tax laws, and the General Assembly, by act 
approved March 15, 1915 (chapter 99, page 136, Act^ of Assembly, 
extra session, 1915), authorizes the boards of supervisors of coun- 
ties and councils of cities and towns, to adopt the State classifica- 
tion of the subjects of taxation as the same may now or hereafter 
be classified for the purposes of taxation by the State. 

Income. 

Sections 10 and 11, Schedule D, tax laws, were amended by act 
approved March 22, 1916, (the provisions of which act, it is ex- 
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pressly provided in the act, apply to the assessment of income and 
the collection of the State tax thereon, for the year 1916 and there- 
after) ; 

provides for the taxation of the income of a corporation as 
well as the income of an individual, but does not impose an income 
tax on public service corporations which pay a State franchise tax, 
or on insurance companies which pay a State license tax, or on 
State and national banks, or trust companies engaged in the bank- 
ing business; 

provides ''each individual whose income is taxable under this 
secjbion shall report profits and dividends received from any busi- 
ness In which the individual is interested or owns stock, showing 
the source from which received and the amount received, but the 
individual shall not be taxable on those profits and dividends, 
provided such profits and dividends are reported by the cor- 
poration, conducting the business for assessment as income; 
otherwise the individual shall be taxable on such profits and divi- 
dends as income;" 

provides interest received on bonds of this State and bonds of 
the United States shall not be reported as income; 

in reporting income from sales of live-stock, authorizes deduc- 
tion of actual purchase price^f live-stock the sales of which are 
reported as income; 1^^!^^ 

authorizes exemption of ^^Wt hundred dollars for each un- 
married, legally adoped child under twenty-one years of age, as 
well as that sum for each unmarried, natural child under twenty- 
one years of age; 

guardian authorized to make deduction of twelve hundred dol- 
lars (this deduction was formerly $1,000) in favor of each wards 
out of income coming to such ward ; 

authorizes deduction for actual amoimt paid durmg the year 
for repairs to buildings, the rent of which is reported as income. 

The Auditor of Public Accounts is required to furnish a form 
of interrogatory for the assessment of income, separate and dis- 
tinct from other forms of interrogatories: also separate books for 
the assessment of incomes. The returns of income by taxpayers 
and the assessments of income must not be made public, but must 
be kept imder lock and key. Eead carefully the following act ap- 
proved March 24, 1916, (which act is in force from the date of its 
approval) : 

AN ACT to prevent undue publicity of income tax returns. Ap- 
proved March 24, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assemblv of Virginia, That 
in entering the income tax returns for the year nineteen hundred 
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and sixteen and every subsequent year, the commissioners of the 
rev^ue shall not use for such entry the property book, or any 
other public record book, but shall use a special book, which shall 
be furnished by the auditor of public accounts, and such book and 
the return blanks containing statements of incomes shall be safely 
kept by the commissioners under lock and key except when in their 
personal possession, and shall not be inspected by any person not 
officially entitled to inspect them, and the commissioner shall not 
give to any person, except some other officer authorized by law, or 
by special order of a court of competent jurisdiction to receive the 
same, any information regarding such returns. 

2. The treasurer of the several counties and cities of the State, 
and the Auditor of Public Accounts, shall keep under lock and key 
all lists of individuals paying the tax upon incomes and shall not 
permit the same to be inspected, except by officers of the StateY)r 
of the United States ; provided, that in the event the United States 
government allows this State's officials to examine its income tax 
returns, then this State shall allow an inspection of its income tax 
returns by proper officials of the United States government, whose 
official duties require them to make such inspection ; nor shall they 
give any information to any other persons than those hereinbefore 
enumerated except in obedience to a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion. 

3. All acts and paii:s of acts inconsistent with this act are 
liereby repealed. 

4. An emergency existing by reason of the approaching asses- 
ment of income taxes, affecting the privacy of same as herein pro- 
vided for, this act shall be in force from its passage. 

Tax on Income. 

The State imposes a tax of one per cent, on income. 

No county, city, or town can levy an income tax and the pro- 
vision of the charter of any town or city authorizing such levy is 
repealed. 

Bank, Trust and Security Companies. 

Chapter 142, approved March 18, 1915, page 209, Acts of As- 
sembly, extra session 1915, amends sections 17, 18, 19, 20 and 22, 
tax laws, which provide for the assessment of shares of stock of 
banks, banking associations, trust and security companies. 

These sections as amended do not authorize deduction on 
account of indebtedness of stockholders as was formerly allowed. 
The assessments required by these sections are not made upon the 
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personal property book noa: are these shares of stock reported upon 
the personal property interrogatories because the bank, banking 
association, trust or security company, is required to report to the 
commissioner of the revenue, and the commissioner of the revenue 
is required to make the assessment, and the Auditor of Public 
Accounts furnishes blank forms for the reports and assessments. 

Section 18 fixes the State tax at twenty-five cents on each $100 
of actual value of the shares of stock '(the mode of determining 
such actual value being provided for in section 17) for the support 
of the government and ten cents on each $100 of actual value of 
the shares of stock for the support of the public free schools. 

Section 18 also provides the rates of local taxation upon the 
shares of stock. 

Whether the owners of the shares of stock issued by a bank 
banking association, trust or security company, who reside in some 
other county, town or city in this State than that in which the 
bank, banking association, trust or security company is located, 
can be taxed for local purpose on such stock by the county, town 
or city in which they reside, instead of being taxed, for local pur- 
poses, by the county, town or city in which the bank, trust or 
security company is located, is a question affecting local revenue, 
and not State revenue, and is to be determined by local authorities 
and not State authorities, until passed upon by the courts. 

Insurance Companies. 

Chapter 77, approved March 11, 1915, page 106, Acts of As- 
sembly, extra session, 1915, amends sections 23, 24 and 26, tax 
laws. 

Counties, cities and towns are forbidden by State law. to im- 
pose any license fee or license tax on insurance companies. 

Shares of stock issued by insurance companies, chartered un- 
der the laws of this State, owned by residents of this State, are not 
taxable to such residents for State or local purposes. 

Industrial Sick Benefit Companies and Associations. 

Chapter 115, approved March 17, 1915, page 153, Acts of As- 
sembly, extra session, 1915, amends section 5 and .6 of the act of 
March 16, 1910, relating to such companies and associations. 

Counties, cities and towns are forbidden by State law to im- 
pose any license fee or license tax on industrial sick benefit com- 
panies and associations. 
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Railway and Canal Corporations. 

Act approved March 23, 1916, amends -section 28 of the tax 
laws so as to provide for the payment of an annual State fran- 
chise tax equal to 1 1-4 per centum upon gross transportation re- 
ceipts; and provides that any railway or canal coi'poration ope- 
rated wholly in the State, whose actual operating expenses exceed 
its gross transportation receipts, shall pay an annual State fran- 
chise tax equal to 1 1-8 per centum upon the gross transportation 
receipts; and provides, further, that the annual State franchise tax 
on a steam railway company in which nine-tenths of the stock of 
such company is owned by a city or county of this State, which is 
operated at a loss, shall be five (5) dollars. 

Stock, furniture, fruit, refrigerator, meat, oil, tank cars, and 
other similiar cars, used in this State, owned by corpora- 
tions or individuals having no domicile in this State. 

Act approved March 17, 191G, provides for the taxation of 
stock, furniture, fruit, refrigerator, meat, oil, tank cars, and other 
similar cars used in this State, owned by corporations or individ- 
uals having no domicile in this State. 

The provisions of this act supersede the provisions contained 
in section 29 and section 29 1-2 of the tax laws for the taxation 
of such cars. 

Express Companies. 

* Chapter 141, approved March 18, 1916, Acts of Assembly, ex- 
tra session, 1915, page 202, provides for the taxation of express 
companies and provides that no county, city or town shall im- 
pose a license tax upon express companies for the conduct of their 
business in this State. 

Steamboat and Steamship Companies. 

Chapter 141, approved March 18, 1915, page 205, Acts of As- 
sembly, extra session, 1915, amends sections 30 and 31, tax laws. 

Sleeping Car, Parlor Car, Dining Car Companies. 

Chapter 24, approved February 5, 1915, page 49, Acts of As- 
sembly, extra session, 1915, amends section 33, tax laws. 
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Incorporated Telephone and Telegraph Companies. 

Chapter 141, approved March 18, 1915, page 207, Acts of ks- 
sombly, extra session, 1915, amends sections 34 and 35, tax laws. 

Water, Heat, Light and Power Companies. 

The taxation of water, heat, light and power companies has 
heretofore been provided for by act approved February 26, 1910, 
but the General Assembly, by act approved March 22, 1916, has 
added two new sections to the tax laws, viz., sections 361-4 and 
36 1-2, providing for the taxation of water, heat, light and power 
companies, which sections supersede the act of February 26, 1910, 
which provided for the taxation of water, heat, light and power 
companies. 

Section 36 1-2 imposes an annual State franchise tax on such 
company of three-quarters of one per cent, of its gross receipts 
arising from its business as a water, heat, light and power com- 
pany. 

Inheritances. 

Heretofore this State has imposed a tax on inheritances pass- 
ing collaterally, but has not imposed a tax on direct inheritances. 

The General Assembly has, by act approved March 22, 1916, 
which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), amended section 
44 of the tax laws so as to impose both a direct and a collateral in- 
heritance tax, and has provided all taxes upon inheritances (direct 
and collateral) shall be placed to the credit of the public school 
fund of the Commonwealth and be apportioned according to school 
population and be used for the primary and grammar grades. 

Delinquent Capitation Taxes. 

The General Assembly has, by act approved March 22^ 1916, 
(which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), provided for 
the collection of delinquent capitation taxes past due three years 
or more, by collectors to be appointed by the judges of the courts 
of the Commonwealth. 

Delinquent Taxes on Personal Property, Money and Income. 

The General Assembly has, by act approved March 22^ 1916, 
(which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), authorized the 
Auditor of Public Accounts to employ the attorneys for the Coin- 
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monwealth to take steps and institute actions at law or. suits in 
equity for the recovery of taxes on personal property, money and 
income returned delinquent, and provided compensation for and 
required bond of such attorneys. 

Omitted Taxes, Levies, &c. 

Intangible personal property^ money and incomes. 

The General Assembly, by act approved March 22, 1916, 
(which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), has amended 
section 508 of the Code of Virginia. As amended that section pro- 
vides : 

for the assessment for State purposes of intangible personal 
property, money and income omitted for each year back to and 
including the year nineteen hundred and three, all assessments 
of intangible personal property, money and income prior to nine- 
teen hundred and three being conclusively presumed to be full, 
true and correct; 

no municipal, county or district taxes shall be levied or col- 
lected on any assessment of intangible personal property, money 
or income for taxes alleged to have been omitted for the years 
prior to nineteen hundred and twelve; 

omitted intangible personal property, money and income vol- 
untarily reported on oath to the examiner of records, on or befoi^ 
August 1, 1916, on forms prescribed by the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts, where such reports are found correct and the taxes paid 
before Xovember 1, 1916, or where the omitted property, money 
or income have already been assessed and shall have been jiaid 
before said date (November 1, 1916), then the taxes on such prop- 
erty, money or income shall not be subject to interest or penalty ; 

nothing in this section as amended to be construed to postpone 
the power of the proper officers to use the remedies provided for 
by law for the collection of omitted taxes assessed prior to De- 
cember 1, 1915, for the period and within the limitation, as pre- 
scribed above; 

in assessing the omitted capital of manufacturers made under 
this section as amended, capital is defined to be net capital, to- wit — 
gross assets less liabilities; 

in the case of omitted taxes wherever the taxpayer has made 
full disclosures of his taxable property (real estate, tangible or 
intangible personal property, money or income), and in cases 
of tangible and intangible personal property, money and income, 
as enumerated on his returns the items thereof, and three has been 
an assessment made in good faith by the tax officer, although made 
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under misapprehension of the law, such assessment as to the valua- 
tion of such property shall be final; but in cases in which there 
has not been a full disclosure and enumeration of his tangible 
and intangible personal property, income and money, whether in- 
tentional or otherwise, such assessment shall not be considered 
final, but in contested cases the burden shall be upon the tax- 
payer to show that he has made a full disclosure. 

Omitted License, Privilege and Occupation Taxes. 

The General Assembly, by act approved March 22, 1916, 
(which act is in force on and after June 17, 1916) has provided 
for the assessment and collection of omitted license, privilege and 
occupation taxes. 

The act is as follows: 

AN ACT to regulate the assessment and collection of omitted 
license, privilege and occupation taxes. 

Approved March 22, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
no assesments for any alleged omitted license, privilege or occu- 
pation tax shall be made for any year prior to nineteen hundred 
and twelve, and no such license, privilege or occupation tax shall 
be levied or collected for any year prior to nineteen hundred and 
twelve. 

Liquor Licenses. 

All liquor licenses must be granted by the corporation court 
or hustings court of a city, or by the circuit court of a county. 
The person, firm, corporation, or club licensed must give bond. 

In view of the fact that prohibition will be in force in this 
State on and after November 1, 1916, the General Assembly, by 
act approved March 11, 1916 (copy of which is printed below )^ 
directed that liquor licenses authorized by the laws of this State 
granted this year should expire October 31, 1916, and in cases 
where the law imposes a fixed sum as the annual tJix the amount 
to be paid is one-half of that amount. 

Printed below is a schedule of the annual costs of liquor 
licenses and the costs of liquor licenses from May 1 to October 
81, 1916, one-half of a year. 

AN ACT to provide for the granting of license for the manu- 
facture and sale of ardent spirits for the period beginning 
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May 1, 1916, and ending October 31, 1916, and prescribing 
the amount to be paid therefor. Approved March 11, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
all licenses for the manufacture or sale of ardent spirits taking 
eifect May first, nineteen hundred and sixteen, shall expire on 
October thirty-first, nineteen hundred and sixteen. 

2. The amount to be paid for the privilege of manufacture 
or selling ardent spirits for the period beginning May fii'st, nine- 
teen hundred and sixteen, and ending October thirty-first, nineteen 
hundred and sixteen, shall be in each case one-half the amount 
fixed by law in each respective class on the first day of May, 
nineteen hundred and fifteen. 

3. Such license shall be obtained in the manner prescribed 
by the laws in force on the first day of May, nineteen hundred 
and fifteen. 

4. An emergency existing by reason of the fact that the 
license year begins May first, this act shall be in force from its 



Schedule for Annual Cost and for Six Months. 

12 6 

Months. Months. 

To sell ardent spirits by wholesale $ 1,250 00 % 625 00 

To sell ardent spirits by retail 550 00 275 00 

To hotel at resort having a natural mineral spring 

or large body of salt water connected there- 
with, the license may be granted for part of 

the year, and the license tax of $550 shall be 

abated for that part of the license year for 

which the license is not desired 550 00 

To health resort, having a natural mineral spring 

connected therewith, located in a magisterial 

district which has voted against licensing the 

sale of ardent spirits, upon the petition of two- 
thirds of the qualified voters of the precinct 

nearest such resort, the court may issue li- 

'cense for three months in any calendar year 

and the license tax shall be 100 00 

Malt liquor bar license 250 00 125 00 

To sell malt liquor only, by wholesale 500 00 250 00 

Retail and shippers' license 1,000 00 500 00 

Sample liquor merchant license 500 00 250 00 

Rectifier - 750 00 375 00 

Social club, $2.00 for each r^ident member, the 

total to be paid not to exceed 550 00 275 00 

Distributing or storage warehouses for malt 

liquors of non-resident manufacturer (this tax 

to be paid to the Auditor of Public Accounts) . 50000 25000 
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Manufacturer or distiller of alcoholic liquors, 

if he shall mash and distill less than 10 

hushels per day, $60; 10 bushels and less 

than 20 per day, $150; 20 bushels and less 

than 30 per day, $300; 30 bushels and less 

than 45 per day, $400; 45 bushels and less 

than 75 per day, $500; 75 bushels and less . v. if f ♦!, 

than 100 per day, $700; 100 bushels and ) ^ne-nair or tnese 

less than 150 per day, $900; 150 bush- f bums. 

els and less than 200 per day, $1,000; 200 

bushels and less than 250 per day, $1,200: 

250 bushels and less than 300 per day, 

$1,400; and on each 100 bushels per day 

in excess of 300, at the rate of $600 for 

each 100 bushels so mashed per day. 
IMstiller of brandy from pomace or cider, or 

fruits where the distillery is run less than 

three months, $25, and if the distillery is run 

more than three months and less tlian six 

monthfi, $30, and if the distillery is run six 

months or more, $75 (such license shall be 

granted during any portion of the license 

year, notwithstanding the provisions of section 

555, of the Code of Virginia). 

Manufacturer of malt liquors 500 00 250 00 

NOTE. — Any person desiring to carry on the business of a whole- 
sale liquor dealer, and that of a retail liquor dealer, shall obtain a sepa- 
rate license for each, paying the tax imposed on each, and shall comply 
with the requirements of the law relating to each. 

Should any wholesale dealer desire to ship less than five gallons. 
he must obtain a retail and shipper's license, in addition to his whole- 
sale license. 

The amount required to be paid for liquor licenses does not exempt 
from taxation any of the personal property actually employed in any of 
the branches of the liquor business. (See section 18, Act March 15, 
1910, relating to manufacture, sale, &c., of Ardent Spirits, page 119, Tax 
lAws, 1916), and all such property should be assessed on the personal 
property book. 

Merchant. 

(Sections 45 and 46, tax laws, pagee 62 and 63). 
Rates of State License Tax an a Merchmit. 

Purchases not exceeding $1,0(X) $ 5.00 

Purchases over $1,000 and not exceeding $2,000 10.00 

Purchase over $2,000, $10.00 on first $2,000, and 20 cents 

on each $100 in excess of $2,000 up to $100,000. 
Purchases over $100,000, $10.00 on first $2,000, and 20 cents 

on each $100 in excess of $2,000 up to $100,000 and 10 

cents on each $100 over $100,000. 

The tax on the license of a merchant cannot be prorated, 
because the tax is based on the purchavses. 
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PurcJuises. 

Purchases under the laws of this State are all goods, wares 
and merchandise purchased by the merchant from others and all 
goods, wares and merchandise manufactured by the merchant, sold 
or offered for sale in this State elsewhere than at the place of 
manufacture. 

Manufacturer — When a Merchant, 

A manufacturer engaged in business in this State, who is 
taxed upon the capital employed in the business may, without a 
merchant's license, sell at the place of manufacture, but nowhere 
else, except by sample, the goods, wares and merchandise manu- 
factured by him and a non-resident manufacturer, establishing a 
place of manufacture in this State, and taxed by this State on his 
capital employed in that business, would have the same privilege. 
If either a non-resident manufacturer or a resident manufacturer 
desires to sell the goods, wares and merchandise manufactured by 
him at a definite place or store other than the place of manufac- 
ture, then such manufacturer, either resident or non-resident, must, 
as aforesaid, take out a merchant's license even though this definite 
place or store be located in the same city or town in which his 
place of manufacture is established. 

When a manufacturer establishes a place or store for the sale 
of his goods other than at his place of manufacture, the State mer- 
chant's license tax required by sections 45 and 46 of the Tax Laws 
is graded according to his purchases, and all goods, wares and 
merchandise manufactured by such merchant and sold, or offered 
for sale, at a place other than his place of manufacture shall be 
considered as purchases. In other words, both the resident and non- 
resident manufacturer who establishes a store or place of sale other 
than the place of manufacture is required to take out a St»te 
merchant's license, and the amount of the State license tax is to 
be graded not only by the amount of the purchases made by such 
manufacturer from other manufacturers, but also by the- goods, 
wares and merchandise manufactured by him and sent from the 
place of manufacture to his store for sale; and he is required to 
report to the Commissioner not only the amount of goods pur- 
chased by him from other manufacturers and offered for sale, but 
also the amount of the goods manufactured by him either within 
or without this State and offered for sale by him at his store or 
definite place in this State other than the place of manufaetui^. 

The Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia, in the case of 
Commonirealth of Virginm against Arrnour & Company, decided 
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on January 13, 1916, that the construction placed by the Auditor 
of Public Accounts upon the tax law relating to purchases, as set 
out above, was correct in every particular. 

Therefore, every resident and non-resident manufacturer who, 
on and after June 19, 1914, maintained in your district a definite 
place of business, other than the place of manufacture, for the 
sale of goods, wares and merchandise manufactured by such manu- 
facturer, should be required to make report of purchases, as de- 
fined above, and pay the merchant's license tax required by law 
for the period between June 19, 1914, and May 1, 1916, that such 
manufacturer was engaged in business as a merchant in your dis- 
trict; and every such manufacturer should, for the license year 
commencing May 1, 1916, be required to report purchases, as above 
defined, and pay the license tax required by law of a merchant for 
the conduct of the business of a merchant at a definite place of 
business in your district, other than the place of manufacture. 

Do not, however, assess any merchant's license tax against 
Armour & Company because that Company has appealed from the 
decision of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States and until the case between that 
Company and the Commonwealth is finally disposed of by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the assessment and collec- 
tion of a merchant's license tax from Armour & Company must 
remain in abeyance. 

Merchant BeginniTig^Bnsiness, 

For the purpose of ascertaining the tax to be paid by a mer- 
chant beginning business, his purchases shall be considered to be 
the amount of goods, wares and merchandise bought to commence 
business with, including goods, wares and merchandise manufac- 
tured by him to be offered for sale at the place at which he con- 
ducts his business as a merchant, provided such place is not the 
place of manufacture, also including an estimate of purchases 
which the merchant will make between the date of the issuance of 
his license and the thirty-first of March following, and including 
an estimate of the amount of goods, wares and merchandise manu- 
factured by him to be offered for sjile at the place at which he 
conducts his business as a merchant, provided such place is not the 
place of manufacture. 

Merch/rnf Closing R^isiness. 

If, after the close of the year for which the license is issued. 
the merchant should elect not to renew it, but desires the privi- 
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lege to sell whatever remnant or purchase he may have on hand at 
the time, it may be lawful for him to do so upon the payment of 
a license upon said remnant of merchandise to be regarded for 
purposes of revenue as purchases. 

Property Other Than Purchases — How Taxed. 

All tangible property of a merchant not oifered for sale as 
merchandise, shall be listed and taxed as other tangible personal 
property, such as safes, show cases, fixtures (not attached to and as- 
sessed as real estate), wagons, animals, motor trucks, automobiles, 
and other vehicles, &c., &c. 

Wh;en Merchant Required to Take Out License of Conmdssion 

MercJumt 

A merchant who offers for sale (or permits any other person 
to offer for sale at his place of business) goods, wares and mer- 
chandise not belonging to the merchant, must take out the license 
of a commission merchant for the conduct of such business. 

Notes for the Information of the Merchant. 

The law requires the Auditor of Public Accounts to prepare 
interrogatories respecting purchases and other information which 
the commissioner of the revenue must propound and which the 
merchant must answer under oath. Failure or refusal to answer 
such interrogatories under oath subjects the merchant to a pen- 
alty of not less than $50.00 nor more than $100.00. Merchant in 
a county or in a town must pay to the county treasurer the State ^ 
license tax ascertained by the commissioner of the revenue. Mer- 
chant in city must pay such tax to the city treasurer. 

License issued merchant by commissioner of the revenue sub^ 
ject to review of report of purchases by the Local Board of Ee- 
view and the Examiner of Records. The Local Board of Review 
and the Examiner of Records are authorized to examine the books, 
invoices, accounts, &c., of the merchant and may summon the mer- 
chant, (or any person believed to have information relative to 
the purchases of a merchant) to be examined under oath. Mer- 
chant subject to a fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than 
$100.00 for each day's failure to testify or to furnish access to 
his books, invoices, accounts, &c. 

Additional State license tax, if any, ascertained by this review 
to be assessed by commissioner of the revenue, merchant to be 
notified by the commissioner. Merchant who fails or refuses to 
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pay the additional State license tax to the treasurer, within 15 
days from receipt of notice, of assessment from the commissioner 
must pay not only the additional State license tax, but a penalty 
of 20 per cent, thereon. Treasurer shall collect the tax and pen- 
alty, unless paid, by levy and distress on any property of the 
merchant. 

Should the review result in a decrease of purchases the Local 
Board enters an order to that effect, setting out in the order its 
reasons for the decrease. Copy of that order will be delivered 
or mailed the merchant and the Auditor of Public Accounts and 
the excess of State license tax paid by merchant will be refunded 
the merchant when he shall have forwarded the Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts, properly endorsed, the order issued the merchant by 
the Board, provided the Auditor of Public Accounts is not of the 
opinion the Local Board of Review has erred in its decision, in 
which event the Auditor of Public Accounts shall request the 
Board to rehear the matter and may, if upon the re-hearing the 
Board's decision is adverse to the Commonwealth, direct the At- 
torney for the Commonwealth to take an appeal to the Circyit 
Court of a county, or hustings or corporation court of a city, (or 
city having no other court of record), and from the decision of 
the poiirt, the Auditor of Public Accounts may appeal the matter 
to the Supreme Court of Appeals of this State. 

Record, in hik, of Purchases. 

The amended law in foi'ce on and after June 17, 1916, requires 
**each merchant shall keep his invoices and a record with ink of all pur- 
^chases, and from whom made, which record shall he open to inspection 
and examination by the taxing officers of the State, and the report of 
purchases made by the merchant shall be taken from that record; and 
he or his agents shall make oath to the correctness of the report and 
that the same is in accordance with said record, and that the record has 
been accurately kept." 

**It shall be the duty of the commlssionei' of the revenue to exam- 
ine the record of purchases required to be kept by the merchant and to 
verify the mei-chant's report of purchases by that record; and ho shall 
state upon the report of purchases made to him by the merchant that 
he did examine the record of purchajses kept by the merchant. Every 
merchant who does not keep the record herein provided for shall be 
assessed with and pay a minimum State license tax of twenty-five dol- 
lars, in addition to such tax as may be ascertained by the local board of 
review as hereinafter provided for. Every merchant who does not keep 
the record herein provided for shall be reported by the conunissioner of 
the revenue to the local board of review whose duty it shall be to ascer- 
tain the correct purchases of such merchant by summoning the mer- 
chant before it and by such investigation and examination as it deems 
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proper to make, or to have made, to correctly determine the true and 
correct purchases of such merchant, and when this fact has heen ascer- 
tained the local board of review shall direct the commissioner of revenue 
to assess sdch merchant with the State license tax provided by law npon 
the purchases so ascertained, in addition to the minimum State license 
tax of twenty-five dollars hereinbefore provided for, but the minimum 
State license tax of twenty-five dollars hereinbefore provided for shall 
not apply to licenses granted merchants in the license year beginning 
May first, nineteen hundred and sixteen, and ending April thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and seventeen. Should the commissioner of the reve- 
nue fail to perform the duty herein imposed upon liim he shall not be 
paid by the State any commission upon the tax so assessed, and he shall 
be subject in each case of failure to a fine of twenty-five dollars to be 
recovered as other fines are recovered, and it shall be the duty of the 
local board of review to bring to the attention of the attorney for tbe 
Commonwealth each failure of the commissioner of the revenue to per- 
fonn the duty herein required of liim." 

Merchant, Tax by Counties, Cities and Towns. 

• Counties are authorized to tax the net amount of capital as 
defined by section 46 of the tax laws of a merchant on hand 
February 1st of each year, but in doing this the merchant may 
file with the commissioner of the revenue a statement verified by 
affidavit showing the amounts owing upon the purchase price of 
such goods, wares and merchandise, if any, and further showing 
the persons, firms or corporations to whom the same is due, and 
the address of each and thereupon it shall become the duty of the 
commissioner of the revenue to deduct the aggregate of such 
amounts from the capital of such merchant in making the assess- 
ment of such capital for local purposes. 

Cities and towns may, if authorized by their several charters, 
impose a license tax on merchants, or may, under general law, tax 
the net amount of capital (as defined by section 46 of the tax 
hiws), a merchant has on hand the first of February of each year, 
but in doing this, the merchant may file with the commissioner 
of the revenue a statement verified by affidavit showing the 
amounts owing upon the purchase price of such goods, wares and 
merchandise, if any, and further showing the persons, firms ox 
corporations to whom the same is due, and the address of each, 
and thereupon it shall become the duty of the commissioner of 
tlie revenue to deduct the aggregate of such amounts from the 
capital of such merchant in making the assessment of such capi- 
tal for local purposes. 
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License Laws Amended. 

(In force as amended on and after June 17, 1916). 

Section 46. Merchant's license.— The law, as amended, re- 
<iuires merchant to keep his invoices and a record with ink of all 
purchases, etc. Record open to inspection and examination by 
ttixing officers. Merchant assessable with additional license tax 
for failure to keep such record. Commissioner fined for faihire 
to report merchant not keeping such record, etc. 

Section 47. Railroad and other incorporated companies, and 
manufacturers, which sell mineral or forest products, or other 
articles.— The law, as amended, requires merchant's license when 
products of mine or forest, or manufactured article, are sold at 
i\ definite place of business apart from the mine or forest, or 
place of manufacture. 

Section 50. Sale by peddlers. — ^The law, as amended, allows 
dairymen to use, upon the streets of a city, one or more wagons 
to sell and deliver milk, butter, cream and eggs, without peddler's 
license. 

Section 61. Classification of auctioneers. — The law, as 
amended, adds new sections, 67- A and .67-B, so as to provide li- 
cense for live-stock auctioneers, and so as to provide when a live- 
stock auctioneer must also take out merchant's license. 

Section 68. License to retailer of tobacco. — ^The law, as 
amended, provides a duly licensed hotel keeper, keeper of a house 
of private entertainment, or eating house, whose purchases of to- 
bacco, snuff and cigars are less than $500 a year, may, without 
merchant's license, by taking out retail tobacco license, sell tobacco, 
snuff and cigars in his hotel, or house of private entertainment, 
or eating house, etc. 

Other persons engaged in the business of retailing only tobacco, 
cigars, snuff', etc., must pay a specific license tax of $5.00 for the 
license to retail tobacco, cigars, snuff', &c., and must also take out 
merchant's license based on purchases of tobacco, cigars, snuff, &c. 
If the retailer of tobacco, cigars, snuff, &c., sells other goods, wares 
and merchandise, he must, in taking out the merchant's license, 
include with the purchases of tobacco, cigars, snuff, &c., the pur- 
chases of other goods, wares and merchandise. 

Section 106. License to theatres, public performances, exhibi- 
tions, etc. — The law, as amended, increases the rate of tax on 
licenses. 

Section 106^. License on automatic or moving picture show. 
— The law, as amended, increases the rate of tax on licenses, etc. 

Section 101>|. License to circus or carnival outside agricul- 
tural fair grounds. — The law, as amended, increases the rate of 
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tax on licenses and imposes fine with respect to publication of 
time of exhibition, etc., during cei-tain periods. 

Section IIB^. License for soft drinks, manufacture, sale of, 
etc. — ^The law, as amended, increases the rate of tax on licenses^ etc. 

Section 120. License to vendors of medicine, toilet articles, 
etc. — The law, as amended, reduces the rate of tax on licenses. 

License Laws Amended. 

(In force on and after March 17, 1916). 
Section 128. Labor Agent. 
Section 129. License to labor agent. 

The law, as amended, deals with the regulation, of rate of 
tax on licenses, etc. 

Law imposing new License. 

(This section in force on and after June 17, 1916). 
Section 86 J. Providing license on collecting agency. 

Automobiles, Locomobiles, Motorcycles, other 
motor vehicles, etc. 

The General Assembly by act approved March 24, 1916 (which 
act is in force on and after June 17, 1916), enacted an entirely 
new law with respect to the licensing, and regulating the running 
of automobiles, locomobiles, motorcycles, other motor vehicles, etc., 
and this act of March 24, 1916, repeals the act of March 17, 1910, 
printed on pages 90, 91, 92, 93, 94 and 95 of the Tax Laws of 
1915, but the act of March 17, 1910, printed on those pages re- 
mains the law until June 17, 1916, on which date the act ap- 
proved March 24, 1916, becomes efl'ective. 

Civil, Mining, Mechanical and Electrical Engineers. 

By act approved March 19, 1915, section 89 was added to 
the Tax Laws. That section imposes a license tax on civil, gain- 
ing, mechanical and electrical engineers. 

Since that law has been in force I have had occasion to re- 
quest the opinion of the Attorney General whether its provisions 
require civil engineers employed exclusively by a city, or by a 
city in connection with other employment, or county surveyor, or a 
civil engineer whose time is employed entirely by a railroad, is re- 
quired to take out the license provided for in that section and I 
have been advised by the Assistant Attorney General as follows : 
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"the conclusion is clear than an engineer who is employed 
by a railroad and who works for no other person, firm, or 
corporation, is required to take out a license just as much 
as if he were open to general employment." 

and the Assistant Attorney General further advised me, 

"Neither can I see that the fact that the chief engineer, 
under whom his assistants work, takes out a license, would 
excuse any of his assistants from taking out the license re- 
quired by statute. The statute is applicable to all civil 
engineers, whether they set up an office of their own or 
work under other engineers. The statute is also applicable 
to county surveyors who engage in no other work than that 
of surveying for counties and to city engineers who engage 
in no other work than that of doing work for cities." 

In conformity with this advice, you should require all civil, 
mining, mechanical and electrical engineers in your district to take 
out the license provided for in section 89, including all such engi- 
neers employed by railroad corporations, or a city, and also county 
surveyors. 

City and Town License Taxes. 

Under the new tax laws cities and towns may impose license 
taxes authorized by general law or by the provisions of their sev- 
eral charters as they have heretofore done, but they cannot im- 
pose any license fee or license tax upon any insurance company 
or industrial sick benefit company and association (or their agents) 
which has been licensed by this State; nor can they impose any 
license fee or license tax upon an express company which has 
been licensed by this State. 

Code Sections Amended. 

Section 443. When assessors of l&nds to return their books. 

Section 450. Printed forms of land and property books, in- 
terrogatories, to be answered under oath by taxpayers and fur- 
nished by Auditor ; expenses thereof to be paid out of the treasury ; 
disobedience of commissioner punished. 

Section 460. Clerk to make out list of judgments for parti- 
tion or recovery of lands, and of lands devised. 

Section 486. The commissioner to make three copies of land 
book; his oath, and certificate of local board of review. 
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Section 496. Commissioner to assess valuation of prepay, 
income and money. 

Section 508. Omitted taxes, levies, Ac., assessment and col- 
election of. 

Section 509. Commissioners to extend levies and taxes ; com- 
pensation therefor. 

Section 511., The commissioner to make three copies of per- 
sonal property book; his oath and certificate of local board of 
review. ^ 

Section 520. Commissioner of the revenue, how to dispose 
of copies of land and personal property books. 

Section 526. Commissioners' compensation other than fees. 

Section 548. Commissioner shall propound interrogatories on 
onth to applicant for license. 

Section 563. When taxes on license to be paid into the treas- 
ury. 

Section 564. Property (tangible) used in licensed business, 
to be taxed. 

Section 603. When treasurers to receive taxes and levies; 
shall advertise the time and place; penalty on taxpayers after 
first December; treasurers to call on each taxpayer; when they 
may distrain. 

Section 604. When treasurers to pay taxes into treasury ; final 
settlement; Auditor may call for statement of collections and re- 
quire payments. 

Section 614. Treasurers' compensation for receiving and dis- 
bursing levies. 
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State Tax Board. 

Page. 

Members, section 1 5 

Officers, assistants, section 2 5 

Duties: 

To collect, digest and preserve information relating to the 
assessment and collection of taxes and to ascertain 
the best methods of effecting equitable assessments 
and of avoiding duplication of taxation of the same 
property, section 3 (a) 6 

To report to the General Assembly measures which will 
promote uniformity of assessmeiJls, just rates, and 
co-operation among officials connected with the reve- 
nue system of the State, section 3 (a) 6 

To exercise supervisory powers over local boards of re- 
view, examiners of records and other tax officers, sec- 
tion 3 (b) 6 

To generally and specifically instruct local boards of re- 
view, examiners of records and other tax officers with 
respect to their duties in carrying out the laws of the 
iState, section 3 (c) 6 

To investigate or cause to be investigated the manner in 
which local boards of review, examiners of records, 
or other tax officers are performing their duties un- 
der the law and under the instructions of the State 
tax board, section 3 (d) 6 

To report local boards of review and tax officers to the 
court for malfeasance, misfeasance, and neglect of 
official duty, or for incapacity, section 3(e) 6 

To require reports and information at any time from local 
boards of review, examiners of records and other tax 
officers, section 3 (f) 6 

To summon before it in person or by registered mail, at 
any time, members of local boards of review, exam- 
iners of records, commissioners, assessors, and other 
tax officers for the purpose of giving instruction or 
for the purpose of procuring information, section 
3 (f) 6 

To investigate the assessment and collection of taxes in 
any county, town or citjr and when any assessment 
is found to be unjust or unreasonable to institute 
proceedings in court necessary to correct the assess- ^ 

ment by raising or lowering same, section 3 (g) . . . . 6 

To do all other acts not in conflict with the laws of this 
State which in its judgment are essential and nec- 
essary for the complete and proper discharge of its 
duties, and for effecting such uniform valuations as 
will promote fairness and equality of assessments 
and taxation, section 3 (h) 6 

To publish for distribution printed table showing rates of 
levy for county and school purposes certified to the 
board by the boards of supervisors of the several 
counties of the Commonwealth, act March 22, 1916. . 11 
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Page. 



To perform the duties and exercise the powers of the State 
tax board and the State advisory board, on taxation sec- 
tion 3 (i) 6 

May issue writs, notices, process, etc , section 4 6 

Appropriation for use of the board and how same is to be dis- 
bursed, section 5 G 

liocal Board of Reiiew. 

When and how appointed, section 6 7 

When to hold meetings and how long may sit each year, sec- 
tion 6 7 

'Compensation and how paid, section 6 7 

<Jhairman and clerk, section 6 7 

Duties: 

To deliver to commissioners of the revenue interrogatories 
for listing property, money and income of taxpayers 
sent the board by the auditor of public accounts and 
at the same time to give directions to commissioners 
afl follows: 

to call in person on each taxpayer in their districts 
and to view and list at fair market value the prop- 
erty to be assessed. 
to procure full and complete answers to the interroga- 
tories. 
to require the taxpayer to write the word **none*' 
opposite those items of property, money or in- 
come not owned, 
to swear the taxpayer to the interrogatories on the 
Holy Bible or New Testament (but if the tax- 
payer objects to taking oath thereon he may be 
allowed to swear by affirmation), and to sign the . 
commissioner's certificate on the interrogatories 
that he did administei the oath. 
to impress on the commissioner that the board will re- 
turn to him all interrogatories not signed, sworn 
or affirmed to, or which are otherwise defective or 
incomplete, and which do not contain what the 
board has reason to believe are the true returns 
of the taxpayer or the true value of the tax- 
payer's property, section 7 (a and b^ 7 

To immediately report to the court and the State tax board 
any serious misconduct, neglect or dereliction of duty, 
or incapacity of any commissioner of the revenue, and 
to notify the State tax board of any serious miscon- 
duct, neglect or dereliction or incapacity of the exam- 
iner of records, section 7 (c) 8 

To review the interrogatories of taxpayers relating to tan- 
gible and intangible personal property, money and 
income and to require the examiner of records to re- 
view the interrogatories relating to intangible personal 
property, money and income, and, at the discretion of 
the board, to require the examiner of records to at- 
tend all of its meetings to aid the board, etc., sec- 
tion 7 (d) 8 

To ascertain the fair market value of tangible and intan- 
gible personal property, money and income of taxpay- 
ers and report same to the commissioners of revenue 
for assessment, section 7 (e) 8 
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To call upon taxpayers, or their agents, or any person, 
firm, or officer of a company or corporation, to furnish 
information relating to intangible (or tangible) per- 
sonal property, money and income of any and all tax- 
payers, section 7 (f ) 

To summon, in person or by registered mail, taxpayers or 
their agents, or any person, firm, or officer of a com- 
pany or corporation, to answer under oath all ques- 
tions touching the ownership and value of personal 
property, money and income of any and all taxpayers, 
section 7 (f) 

To report to the auditor of public accounts upon forms fur- 
nished by him all additions in values of intangible 
personal property, money and income and all additions 
in State license taxes on merchants made by the exam- 
iner of records, section 7 (h) : 

To communicate to the court information coming to its at- 
tention^ which will aid the court in carrying out the 
provisions of chapter 774, Acts of 1899-1900, direct- 
ing the court to strike from the list of lands returned 
delinquent for non-payment of taxes, levies, etc., such 
as! are erroneously thereon, section 7 (i) 

To review fiduciary and other reports made to the board by 
the examiner of records and to report to the commis- 
sioners of revenue the values ascertained on intangible 
personal property, money and income, section 7 (j) . . 

To review reports of purchases by merchants and to require 
the examiners of records to review those reports to as- 
certain whether the commissioner of the revenue as- 
sessed the correct State license tax on merchants and 
whether such tax should be increased or decreased; 
and to report to the auditor of public accounts, com- 
missioners of revenue, and the county or city treas- 
urers, on fqrms furnished by the auditor of public 
accounts, the result of their examination and investi- 
gation and that of the examiner of records, section 
7 (k) 

When taxpayer may apply to local board of review for cor- 
rection of an assessment; what action board may take; 
what orders the board may enter, etc., section 7 (1) . . 

To direct commissioner of revenue to enter upon land or 
property books, or other tax books, property (real or 
personal) found to have been omitted and to direct 
commissioner to correct entries found to be erroneous, 
either as to over or under valuation, and to cancel du- 
plicate assessments, section 7 (m) 

After the tax books are completed and delivered, as required 
by law, said board may, at any time within sixty days, 
upon its own motion, and may upon the motion of- 
the board of supervisors of any county or the council 
or any other governing board of any city or town or of 
any five citizens thereof, when it deems an assessment 
erroneous, change such assessment by raising or low- 
ering the same, and thereupon give notice to any per- 
son whose assessment is raised to show cause against 
such change, unless such person has already been fully 
heard, section 7 (n) 



Page. 



Digitized by 



Google 



xxxyiii Virginia: Tax Law» — Contents 

Page. 
To keep minutes of its meetings; to enter orders therein; 
to transmit copies thereof to commissioners of the rev- 
enue, etc., section 7 (o) 9 

In the year of a quinquennial assessment of real estate and 
in the year immediately following such assessment, 
such board of review shall devote especial attention 
to grievances and complaints with regard to the as- 
sessment of real estate and direct such corrections on 
the landbooks with reference thereto as may be deter- 
mined; in all other years it shall make no changes in 
real estate assessments, save and except of lands, lots 
or improvements not previously assessed, section 7 (p) 9 

To summon taxpayers to bring before it books of account 
or other papers and records for the purpose of verify- 
ing tax returns, etc.; or to require taxpayers to fur- 
nish to the board or to its representative access to 
books of account, papers and records, section 7 (q) . . 10 

If, in the performance of its duties, any local board of re- 
view should procure information which would 'be use- 
ful or essential to a local board of review of some 
other county or city in performing the duties confer- 
red upon it by this act, it shall be the duty of such 
local board of review to furnish such information to 

such other local board, section 7 (r) 10 

The information procured by local boards of review and 
examiners of records under this act shall be regarded 
as confidential, except for the purpose of assessments, 
and shall not be disclosed except to the State tax board 
or to some other local board of review or to oflficers 
charged with the assessment and collection of taxes, 
or to a court of record upon its order, section 7 (s) . . 10 

Penalty on taxpayer, or his agent, or the officer of a company 
or corporation, or other person, required to furnish 
information to the local board of review or examiner 
of records, or to furnish access to books of account, 
papers, and other records, and to attend when sum- 
moned, to testify under oath, etc., etc., section 9 10 

Commissioners of revenue to return interrogatories to the local 
boards of review on or before the first of June of each 
year, section 11 11 

Board may, on behalf of the Commonwealth, apply to court for 
correction of erroneous assessment by an assessor of 
real estate as to either over or under valuation. Code 
section 444 128 

Board to investigate correctness of interrogatories returned by 

taxpayers, Code, section 450 132 

Code, section 494 154 

Board to report misconduct or incapacity of commissioner of 
revenue or examiner of records to the court, Code, 

section 451 134 

See also Code, section 498 155 

Value of real estate fixed by assessors not to be changed except 
by order of court or local board of review, during the 
year of or the year immediately following, the quin- 
quennial assessment. Code, section 456 135 

Register of land office to furnish boards annually list of grants. 

Code, section 462 139 

Board, upon application to, to review assessment of real estate 
made by commissioner when there is a division 
amongst the owners of a tract or lot. Code, section 471 143 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia: Tax Law 9^ — €(mtent8 xxxix 

Page. 

Board to examine, correct and certify land books made out by 

commissioner, Code, section 486 146 

Board to examine, correct and certify personal property books 

made out by commissioner. Code, section 511 159 

Board may call on Commonwealth's attorney to proceed against 
any person who has knowingly rendered a false list of 
personal property, money, capital, income, salary or 
other subject of taxation, Code, section 503 155 

Board to examine into correctness of purchases of merchants 
reported on the interrogatories sworn to by them and 
determine the correct license tax to be paid, Code 
section 548 165-167 

Examiners of Records. 

Duties: 

To assist the local board of review in the examination and 
investigation of reports of purchases by merchants and 
in the examination and investigation of the returns of 
taxpayers in regard to intangible personal property, 
money and incomes, and they shall make such exam- 
inations and investigations upon their own account, or 
when called upon to do so by the State tax board, sec- 
tion 8 (a) 10 

To require taxpayers to furnish to them access to their 
books of account, or other papers and records for the 
purpose of verifying the tax returns made by such 
taxpayers and procure the information necessary to 
make a complete assessment of the taxpayers* intan- 
gible personal property, money and incomes, and mer- 
chants* license tax, section 8 (b) ' 10 

To perform such duties in connection with the ascertain- 
ment of the value of intangible personal property, 
money and incomes, and of the correctness of the re- 
ports of purchases by merchants as are required of 
them by the State tax board or by the local board of 
review, section 8 (c) 10 

To make such reports to the local board of review and 
the State tax board as may be required by law, or as 
the rules and regulations adopted by either of said 
boards may* require, section 8 (d) 10 

To ascertain the value of personal property in the hands of 
fiduciaries and under the control of courts. Act of 
March 3, 1898 150-152 

To ascertain the value of boats and other floating property, 

of fi\e tons burthen and over. Act of March 7, 1900. 152-153 
Compensation of examiner of records, section 12, act of iMarch 

17, 1916 11 

And section 6, act of March 22, 1916 152 

Appointment and removal by State tax board, section 2, act of 

March 22, 1916 151 

Segregation of Subjects of Taxation. 

State tax on real estate and tangible personal property (other 
than the rolling stock of railroads operated by steam ) , 

section 1 '. 12-13 

Local levies on intangible personal property, section 1 12-13 

Commissions paid commissioners of the revenue by local author- 
ities on segregated real estate and tangible personal 
property, section 2-a 13 
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Commissions paid treasurers by local authorities on segregated 

real estate and tangible personal property, section 2-b . 13 
Tangible personal property, classification of and tax on, sec- 
tions 6 and 7, tax law 15-16 

Horses, mules, etc 15 

Cattle 15 

Sheep and goats 15 

Hogs 15 

Carriages, wagons, automobiles, bicycles, etc 15 

Books and pictures 15 

Tools of mechanics 15 

Farming implements 15 

Felled timber, railroad ties, piles, cordwood, etc 15 

Watches and clocks 16 

Pianofortes and other musical instruments 16 

Household and kitchen furniture 16 

Gold, silver plate, diamonds and other jewelry 16 

Grain, tobacco, etc 16 

Boats or other water craft under five tons burthen 16 

Boats or other water craft over five tons burthen 16 

Shotguns, rifles, etc 16 

Seines, pound nets, etc 16 

Toll bridges, turnpikes and ferries 16 

Poles, wires, switchboards, etc 16 

Unincorporated telephone companies and lines (property) . 16 

license tax on, section 36, tax law 53 

Other tangible personal property 16 

Intangible personal property, classiflcation of and tax on, . sec- 

, tions 8 and &, tax law 16-20 

Corporations chartered under the laws of this State but " 
doing no business in this State not taxable by this 

State. Act of March 22,1916 20 

Bonds, notes and other evidences of debt, section 8, sub- 
section first, tax law 16-17 

Capital, definition of, for taxation, section 8, sub-section 

second, tax law 18 

When borrowed money taxed as capital, section 8, sub- 
section second, tax law 18 

When capital employed in business outside of this State 
not to be taxed by this State, section 8, sub-section sec- 
ond, tax law 18 

Capital account to be kept and to be open to inspection 
of taxing officers, section 8, sub-section second, tax 

law 18 

Real estate not to be taxed as capital but to be taxed 

as real estate, section 8, sub-section second,-tax law. . 18 
When all the capital of a corpora;tion is taxed, its shares 
of stock in the hands of individual shareholders not to 

be taxed, section 8, sub-section second, tax law 18 

Principal of personal estates, credits, etc., under control of 
court receiver, personal representative, guardian, trus- 
tee, etc., section 8, sub-section third, tax law 19 

Money in possession or on deposit with a corporation, firm, 
person, bank, or under control of fiduciary, section 8, 

sub-section fourth 19 

Shares of stock, section 8, sub-section fifth 19 

Bonds of counties, cities and towns, and other political 

sub-divisions of this State, section 8, sub-section sixth. 19 

Intangible personal property, tax on, section 9 19-20 
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Real estate, classification of — 

The laws of this State define as real estate lands, lots, build- 
ings, and other improvements thereon, including ma- 
chinery, attached to the buildings; also ground rents, 
rents charge, standing timber trees and minerals. 

General Subjects. 

Adhesive stamps, section 16, tax law 28 

Administration tax on, section 12, tax law 24 

- How undervaluation of tax by clerk corrected, section 12, 

tax law 25 

When no tax on, section 5, pension law 25 

Administrator cannot qualify and act until tax is paid, sec- 
tion 12, tax law, and section 590 of Code, to whom 

paid 26 

Agents, for renting houses, sections 126* and 127 of tax law. . . 95 

Labor, sections 1^8 and 129, tax law 95 

Employment bureau or agency, act March 13, 1916 96 

For sale of manufactured implements or machines, sec- 
tions 136 and 137, tax law 100 

Collection, section 865, tax law 83 

Agricultural fair, shows at, exempt, section 107, tax law 88 

Shows outside, etc., section 109i, tax law ;. 90 

Architects, section 92 of the tax law 84 

Assessment every five years of lands and lots — 

Assessor and assistant; appointment; section 437 of Code. 126 

Bond and oath, section 438 of Code 126 

List of land grants, section 439 of Code 126 

Forms and instructions, section 440 of Code 127 

Duties of assessors and assistants, section 441 of Code. ... 127 

To meet for consultation, section 442 of Code 127 

Copies, disposition of, section 443 of Code 127 

Erroneous assessment, correction of, etc., section 444 of 

Code 128 

Certification of corrections, section 445 of Code 129 

Compensation of assessor and assistant, section 446 of 

Code 129 

Examinations of assessor's books by local board of review, 
act of March 17, 1916, creating State tax board and 
local boards of review, tax law (p) page 9, also sec- 
tion 444 of Code 128 

Taxation of ground rents 130 

Owner to cause land or lot to be assessed, sections 634 and 

635 of Code 130 

Real estate not to be assessed by assessor, sections 19 and 

457 of Code 130-131 

Assessor not to assess minerals and mineral lands, section 

437-a of Code 139-141 

Attorney at law, sections 114, 115, 116, tax law 92 

Auction sales, who may sell without license, section 58, tax law. 70 

Auctioneer, account of sales, section 59, tax law 70 

What he may do, section 60, tax law 70 

Classification of auctioneers, section 61, tax law 71 

General auctioneer, sections 62, 63, tax law 71 

Real estate auctioneer, sections 64, 65, tax law 71-72 

Tobacco, sections 66, 67, Tax Law 72 

Live-stock auctioneer, sections 67-a and 67-b, tax law. ... 72 
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Automobiles, locomobiles, motorcycles, etc., act March 24, 1916 103-110 

Bagatelle saloon, sections 102, 103. tax law 87 

Baggage wagons, hacks, etc., section 134.« tax law 98 

Banks, sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, tax law 30-32 

Bankers and brokers, dealing in options or futures, section 75, 

tax law 75 

Bankers private, sections 77, 78, tax law 76 

Billiard saloon and pool room, sections 100, 101, tax law. •».... 86-87 
Board of supervisors, levies by, be reported to and published 

by State tax board, act March 22, 1916 11 

Bonds, notes and other evidences of debt, under control of 

courts, to whom to be taxed, section 492-a of Code. . 150 

Book agents, sections 56, 57, tax law 70 

Bowie knives, dirks, and pistols, section 140, tax law 102 

Bowling saloon, sections 98, 99, tax law 86 

Brandy, license to distil from fruits (see liquor licenses). 
Broker, who receives or distributes flour, hay, grain, provisions, 

sections 48 and 49, tax law 66-67 

Insurance, sections 83 and 84, tax law 81-82 

Ship, sections 73 and 74, tax law 75 

Stock, sections 75 and 76, tax law 75-76 

Pawn, sections 79 and 80, tax law 76-78 

Who deals in futures or options, section 75, tax law 75 

Buildings, tax on 14 

Building and loan associations, section 82, tax law * 80 

Bulls, section 125, tax law 95 

Canal corporations, section 27, tax law 38 

Tax on, section 28, tax law 40 

Capital, definition of, section 8, sub-section second, tax law. .. 17-18 

Capitation tax, sections 3, 4, 5, tax law 15 

Capitation tax, omitted and of persons becoming of age, how as- 
sessed and paid, act of March 18, 1910 157 

Delinquent, to be collected by collectors appointed by the 

courts, act March 22, 1916 185 

Cars, refrigerator, oil, stock and fruit car companies, tax on, 

act March 17, 1916 46 

Carriage, cab, hack, section 134, tax law 98 

Charters, fees on, etc., sections 37. 38, 38-a, 39, 40, tax law. . . . 57-59 

Civil engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Circus, shows and menageries, sections 107, 108, 109, tax law. 88-89 
Circuses and carnivals outside of agricultural fair grounds, etc., 
at time of fair or one week before or one week after 

fair, section 1094, tax law 90 

Clerk of court, no fee for services rendered under pension law, 

section 18 25 

Tax on wills, administrations, suits, deeds, contracts, re- 
moved or appealed warrants, etc., to be paid to, sec- 
tions 12, 13, 14 and 15, tax law, and sections 588 and 

590 of Code 24-27 

To furnish auditor and commissioner of revenue list of 
deeds for partition or conveyance of land, and deeds 
of trust or mortgages, sections 459, 460 and 461 of 

Code 138 

To furnish auditor and commissioner of revenue list of 
judgments for partition or recovery of land, section 

460 of Code 138 

When to report and settle for money due the Common- 
wealth, act March 27, 1914 27 

When he must be suspended, section 786-a of Code 28 
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To remit to auditor whenever he has in his hands as much 

as $500 due the State, act March 27, 1914 28 

To record list of delinquent real estate, section 611 of Code 182 

Postage may be paid him, section 527 of Code 162 

Collateral and direct inheritance tax, section 44, tax law 61 

Collection agency, tax on, section 86^, tax law 83 

Common criers, sections 71, 72, tax law 74-75 

Ccymniission merchants and brokers, sections 48, 49, tax law. . . 66-67 
CcMiimissioner of revenue, when to assess separately mineral 
land, section 437-a of Code, as amended by act of 
March 7, 1912 139-141 

Number of commissioners and how districts changed, sec- 
tion 448 of Code 131-132 

Jurisdiction of, section 449 of Code 132 

To be furnished with blank land and personal property 

books, section 450 of Code 132 

Auditor and local board of review to report misconduct 

or incapacity to court, section 451 of Code 134 

Must apply for official books and papers of predecessor, sec- 
tion 452 of Code 135 

If official books and papers of predecessor cannot be ob- 
tained, the auditor may authorize commissioner to ob- 
tain copies from clerk, section 453 of Code 135 

Duties, compensation, and liabilities of commissioner for 
cities shall be the same as those of commissioner for 
counties where not inconsistent with the Constitution 
and laws, section 454 of Code 135 

'When to commence assessments, section 455 of Code. ... 135 

What real estate to be taxed, section 456 of Code 135 

What real estate exempt from taxation, section 457 of Code 135 

When such real estate not exempt from taxation, section 

457 of Code ; 135 

Heal estate owned by United States exempt from taxation, 

section 19 of Code (act February 9, 1910) 137 

To show land book to land-owner to verify entries, &c., 

section 458 of Code 137 

Owner to cause real estate to be entered on land book if 
not entered real estate to be forfeited to State, sec- 
tions 634-635 of Code 137-138 

To be furnished by clerk of court with list of deeds of 
conveyance, deeds of trust and mortgages, sections 
459-461 of Code 138-139 

To be furnished by clerk of court with list of judgments 
for partition of land or recovery of land, section 460 
of Code : 138 

To be furnished by register of land office with list of grants, 

section 462 of Code 139 

Shall make out land books, section 464 of Code 139 

Shall note in land book, changes, section 467 of Code. ... 142 

Shall enter lands appearing on list of register of land of- 
fice, and shall assess their value, section 468 of Code. 142 

Must correct mistakes on land books, section 473 of Code. . 143 

When owner dies, how lands to be charged, section 474 of 

Code 143 

Xands in one place assessed in another, how error cor- 
rected, section 475 of Code 144 

Xiand lying in different counties, how assessed, section 

476 of Code 144 

Xand lying in different districts in same county, how as- 
sessed, section 477 of Code 144 
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Land lying in different counties when part is sold, how as- 
sessed, section 478 of Code 144 

Lands omitted, how assessed, section 479 of Code 144 

Purchaser of land to be charged with taxes from date of 

title, section 480 of Code 145 

Value fixed by assessor not to be changed, exception, &c., 

section 456 of Code 135 

To assess buildings not already assessed, section 481 of 

Code 145 

To assess new buildings, section 482 of Code 145- 

To assess repairs and additions, section 483 of Code 145 

Reduction for buildings injured or destroyed, section 484 "• 

of Code 145- 

Machinery, how assessed, section 485 of Code 145- 

When a tract or lot has become the property of different 
owners in several parcels, commissioner to divide as- 
sessed value of the whole among the several owners, 
section 471 of Code 143^ 

To note on land books real estate sold for taxes, section 

469 of Code 1^2 

To transfer lands and standing timber, section 470 of Code 143^ 

To make three copies of land book, his oath to each, sec- 
tion 486 of Code 14e 

When to begin to take list of persons and personal prop- 
erty, section 490 of Code 14R 

What persons and property to be listed for taxation, sec- 
tion 491 of Code . 14R 

By whom property to be listed, to whom taxed, sections 492 

and 492-a of Code 149-150 

Shall enter on personal property book the names of persons 
mentioned in report of examiner of records, and ag- 
gregate amount of property chargeable to each, and 
extend taxes on same, act of March 3, 1898 150-152" 

Shall enter the names of owners of ships, boats, etc., men- 
tioned in report of examiner of records, and value of 
same and extend taxes thereon, act of March 7, 1900. . 152-153" 

To apply to taxpayers to answer interrogatories concerning 

personal property, section 494 of Code 154^ 

With whom forms of personal property interrogatories left, 

section 495 of Code 15* 

Shall assess value of personal property, income and money, 

section 496 of Code 155- 

Fined if he takes answers not sworn to, section 498 of 

Code 155 

To add up columns of land and personal property books, 

section 505 of Code 15^ 

Deduction fi?om compensation for entering less than proper 

tax, section 506 of Code 156 

To assess omitted taxes, section 508. Code 158 

Omitted license, privilege and occupation taxes, act March 

22, 1916 159 

Omitted capitation taxes and capitation taxes of persons 
becoming of age, how assessed and paid, act March 
18, 1910 157 

To extend county and city levies on land and property 

books, section 509, Code 15^ 

Penalty for false entry in books, section 510 of Code. ... 159 

To make three copies of property book, section 511 of 

Code 159 
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To keep original of land and property books, section 512 

of Code 160 

To deliver copies of land and personal property books to 
auditor of public accounts, clerk of court and treas- 
urer of city or county, section 520 of Code 160 

May require of clerk, treasurer and auditor, receipt for 

books, section 523 of Code 161 

Fees of, section 524 of Code 161 

To make out tickets for fees, section 525 of Code 161 

Compensation other than fees, section 526 of Code 161 

Postage to be paid, section 527 of Code 162 

When compensation withheld, section 528 of Code 162 

Compensation for making books of preceding year, section 

529 of Code 162 

Compensation apportioned on death or removal of com- 
missioner, section 530 of Code 162 

Must not alter books after delivery to treasurer, section 

531 of Code 162 

To file with clerk list of violations of revenue law, and if 
none, to fymish to court statement of that fact, sec- 
tion 532 of Code 162 

When auditor may deduct commissions for assessing license 

tax, section 553 of Code 168 

Fees for issuing licenses, section 565 of Code 171 

Violations of duty to be reported by treasurer, section 566 
of Code, auditor shall withhold commissions of treas- 
urer 171 

When grand jury to examine property book, commissioner 

to correct, etc., section 578 of Code 175 

Liable for costs if taxes are erroneously assessed by neglect 

or carelessness, section 572 of Code 173 

To report escheated lands, section 2374 of Code 176 

To report violations of penal laws to attorney for Common- 
wealth, section 3988 of Code 176 

To inform auditor of violation of revenue laws, section 

716 of Code 175 

Contracts relating to real and personal property, tax on, sec- 
tion 13, tax law 25 

Relating to rolling stock, etc., section 13, tax law 25 

Contractors, sections 90, 91, tax law 83-84 

Conveyances for transfer of bagigage, etc., section 134, tax law. 98 

Credits, meaning of, section 489 of Code 148 

Criers, common, sections 71, 72, tax law 74-75 

Daguerrean and photograph artists and agents, sections 121, 

122, tax law 94 

Deeds, tax on, section 13, tax law 25 

To whom tax paid, section 13, tax law, and section 590 

of the Code 25-26 

Conveying lands to United States, section 19 of Code, not 

taxable 26 

Conveying lands for site for school house or church not 

taxable, section 590 of Code 26 

Delinquent and insolvent and erroneous assessment lists to be 

made by treasurers, sections 605, 606, 607 of Code. . 180 

Court to examine and correct, after examination by com- 
missioners, examiner of record, and supervisors, sec- 
tion 608 of Code 181 

To whom copies of lists certified, section 608 of Code. ... 181 

Original delinquent lists and tickets filed in clerk's office, 

section 608 of Code 181 
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Clerk to record list of delinquent real estate, section 611 

of Code 182 

Delinquent personal property and capitation taxes, auditor to 
place in hands of an officer or collector for collection, 
section 612 of Code, page 182, and section 619 of 
Code, and section 620 of Code, page 184, also see act 

•March 22, 1916 185-186 

Delinquent taxes and levies, how paid, section 608 of Code 181 

Dentists, sections 114, 117, 118, tax law 92-9S 

Deputies of treasurer, sheriff, sergeant, commissioner of the 
revenue, county surveyors, clerk of court, how ap* 

pointed and their duties, section 817 of Code 17 & 

Dining car companies, tax on, sections 32, 33, tax law 49-50 

Direct and collateral inheritance tax, section 44, tax law 61 

Dirks, bowie knives and pistols, dealers in, section 140 of 

tax law 102 

Distiller, from fruit, brandy (see liquor licenses). 
From grain, whiskey (see liquor licenses). 

Drinks, soft, manufacture of, section 113^, tax law 91 

Sale of at soda fountains, section 1131, tax law 91 

Druggist, if he sells liquor must take out license to sell liquor by 
retail (see liquor licenses). 

Eating house, sections 96, 97, tax law 85-80 

Eating or lodging houses at religious gatherings, exempt from 

tax, section 971, tax law 80 

Electrical engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Engineer, civil, electrical, mechanical and mining, section 89, 

tax law 83 

Erroneous assessment of taxes, redress against, section 567 

of Code 171 

When court may correct and ordfer money refunded, section 

568 of Code 171 

Treasurer restrained from collecting, section 569 of Code. . 172 

If paid into treasury, how refunded, section 570 of Code. . 172 

Redress against erroneous assessment of levies and local 

taxes, section 571 of Code 172 

Court may render judgment for costs against commissioner, 

section 572 of Code 173 

Appeal and supersedeas allowed the State, section 573 of 

Code 173 

Relief from assessments by the State Corporation Commis- 
sion, section 144, tax law, page 102, act December 31, 

1903, (section 573-a of Code) 172 

Escheated lands, to be reported by comimiseioner of revenue to 

escheator, section 2374 of Code ,170 

Examiners of records, to assess personal property in hands of 
fiduciaries and under control of courts, act of March 

3, 1898 150-152 

To assess boats, etc., 5 tons burthen and over, act March 

7, 1900 152-153 

To aid local board of review in making examination of re- 
turns of intangible personal property, money, incomes 
and returns of purchases by merchants, section 8, act 

March 17, 1916 10 

Compensation of examiners of records; section 12, page 11; 

also section 6 162 

Executor cannot qualify and act until tax is paid, section 12, 

tax law 24 
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Exempt from taxation' what real estate, section 457 of Code. . . 135 

Real estate owned by United States 137 

What personal property, 488 of Code 147 

Exhibitions, theatres, etc., sections 105, 106, tax law 87 

Automatic moving picture machine, phonograph, grapho- 

phone, etc., section 106^, tax law 88 

Express companies, tax on, sections 29 and 291, tax law 44-45 

Peed stable for horses, section 134, tax law 98 

Pees for registration, section 41, tax law 59 

Fees on charters, sections 37, 38, 38-a, 39, 40, tax law 57-59 

Ferris wheel, section 110, 111, tax law 90 

Fiduciaries, bonds, notes, and all other personal property in 
hands of, " to be assessed by examiner of records, act 

of March 3, 1898 150-152 

Forest or mineral product, tax on sale of, section 47, tax law. . 66 

Franchise tax, section 43, tax law 60 

On railway and canal companies, section 28, tax law 40 

On water, heat, light and power companies, section 361, tax 

law * 55 

Relief from assessment of, etc., section 144, page 102, act 

December 31, 1903, section 573-a of Code 172 

Penalty for failure to pay, section 144, tax law 102 

How collections enforced, section 144, tax law 102 

Fruit, refrigerator, oil, stock, and other car companies, tax 

on, act March 17, 1916 46 

Furniture, tax for lending money on, etc., section 81, tax law. 79 
In public rooms, saloons, billiard and pool rooms, etc.. to 
be tkxed on personal property book, section 104, page 

87, section 564 of Code 171 

Garage, act March 24, 1916, license tax, section 18 109 

General auctioneer, sections 62, 63, tax law 71 

Graphaphone, phonograph, moving picture machine, etc., sec- 
tion 1061, tax law 88 

Ground rents, tax on 14 

Gypsies and like strolling companies, section 141, tax law 102 

Hack, carriage, cab or other vehicle, section 134, tax law 98 

Heat, water, light and power companies, sections 364 and 361, 

tax law 53-55 

Hobby-horse machines, merry-go-round, sections 110, 111, tax 

law 90 

Hotel, license to keep, section 921, tax law 85 

Houses, agents for renting, sections 126, 127, tax law 95 

House of private entertainment, sections 93, 94, 95, tax law. . . 85 
Implements and machines, agents for sale of, sections 136, 137, 

tax law 100 

Peddlers of, section 138, tax law 101 

Impounding and storage, tax on, sections 131, 132, tax law. . . 97 

Improvements on land and lots 14 

Income, what to include, section 10 of tax law 22 

Deductions and exemptions allowed, section 10, tax law. 22-23 

Tax on, section 11 of tax law 23 

Taxpayer's returns of, and assessment of on separate tax 
books not to be made public; to be kept under lock 

and key; who can have access to, act March 24, 1916. 24 

Inheritance, direct and collateral, tax on, section 44, tax law. . 61 
Industrial sick benefit companies, tax on, etc., act March 16, 

1910, &c 35-37 

Insurance companies, tax on, sections 23, 24, 25, 26, tax law. . 32-35 

Insurance brokers, sections 83, 84, tax law 81-82 

Underwriters agency (fire insurance), act February 5, 1915 82 
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Interrogatories — Merchants — ^to be delivered to local board of 

review, section 548 165-167 

Personal property, to be furnished by auditor of public ac- 
counts, to local board of review for delivery to com- 
missioners of the revenue, section 450 of Code, &c., to 

be filed with clerk of court 132-134 

Interrogatories relating to intangible personal property, 
money and income to be delivered by commissioner of 
the revenue to local board of review, section 7 (b), 
page 7, and section 450 of Code, act March 17, 1916. 132 

Jackasses and stallions, sections 123, 124, tax law 94-95 

Junk dealers, sections 69 and 70, tax law 73-7 4 

Canvassers for, sections 69, 70, tax law 73-7 4 

Labor agents, sections 128, 129, tax law 95 

Labor agencies and bureaus, regulation of, act March 13, 1916. 96 

Land agents, sections 54, 55, tax law 69 

Lands, reassessment of, every five years — 

Assessor and assistant, appointment, section 437 of Code. . 126 

Bond and oath, section 438 of Code 126 

List of land grants, section 439 of Code 126-127 

Forms and instructions, section 440 of Code 127 

Duties of assessors and assistants, section 441 of Code. . . 127 

To meet for consultation, section 442 of Code 127 

Copies^ disposition of, section 443 of Code 127 

Erroneous assessment, correction of, etc., section 444 of 

Code 128 

Certification of corrections, section 445 of Code 129 

Compensation of assessor and assistant, section 446 of Code 129 

Examinational of assessor's books by local board of review, 
act of March 17, 1916, creating State tax board and 
local boards of review, tax law, section 7 (p), page 9, 

also section 445 of Code 129 

Taxation of ground rents . . . ., 130 

Owner to cause land or lot to be assessed, sections 634 

and 635 of Code 130 

Real estate not to be assessed by assessor, sections 19 and 

457 of Code 130 

Assessor not to assess minerals and mineral lands, sec- 
tion 437-a of Code 139-141 

Lands and lots, tax on ... 14 

What to be taxed, section 456 of Code 135 

What exempt from taxation, section 457 of Code 135 

Owned by United States exempt from taxation, section 19 

of Code. . 137 

Public wharves, docks, &c., of a city, when exempt from 

taxation, act March 21, 1916 137 

Clerk to furnish commissioner of revenue with list of deeds 
and lists of judgments for lands, sections 459, 460, 

461 of Code 138 

Appearing on abstract of register of land ofllce to be en- 
tered on land book, section 468 of Code 142 

Appearing on clerk's list of deeds and list of judgments for 
partition or recovery to be transferred accordingly on 

land book, section 470 of Code 143 

Sold for taxes to be noted on land book, section 469 of 

Code 142 

What real estate to be dropped from land book, act March 

22, 1916 142 
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When tract or lot becomes property of different owners In 
several parcels, the assessed value of the whole to be 
divided among the several owners. , section 471 of 
Code 143 

When owner dies, to whom land is to be charged, section 

474 of Code , 1 4H 

When lands in one place are assessed in another, how error 

corrected, section 475 of Code 144 

Lands lying in different districts of different counties; how 

assessed, section 476 of Code 144 

When lying in different districts of the same county, how 

assessed, section 477 of Code 144 

When lying in different counties and part is sold, how as- 
sessed, section 478 of Code 144 

Omitted, how re-entered and assessed, section 479 of Code. 144 

Owner to cause it to be entered on land book, section 

634 of Code 138 

Forfeited to State if not entered, section 635 of Code. ... 138 

Purchaser of, to be charged with tax only from date of title, 

section 480 of Code 145 

Value fixed by assessor not to be changed (and exception 

to), section 456 of Code 135 

Value of buildings not already assessed, to be assessed, sec- 
tion 481 of Code 145 

Value of new buildings to be assessed, section 482 of Code. 145 

Repair and additions to buildings to be assessed, section 

483 of Code 145 

When buildings injured or destroyed, value to be reduced, 

section 484 of Code 145 

Mineral lands, how and when assessed, section 4 37 -a of 

Code, as amended 139-141 

How machinery in mining and manufacturing establish- 
ments, etc., assessed, section 485 of Code 145 

Liand books, form of, section 464 of Code 141 

What table of town lots to contain, section 466 of Code. . 142 

Changes to be noted by commissioner, section 467 of Code. 142 

Commissioner of revenue shall enter lands appearing on 

certificate of register of land office, section 468 of Code 142 

Real estate sold for taxes to be noted on land book, but 
continued in name of former owner, section 469 of 
Code 142 

What real estate to be dropped from land book, act March 

22, 1916 142 

Lands and standing timber appearing on list of deeds and 
list of judgments and decrees for recovery or partition 
furnished by clerks of court, and on abstract of grants 
furnished by register of land office shall be trans- 
ferred accordingly on land book, section 470 of Code. 143 

When a tract or lot becomes property of different owners 

in several parcels, how assessed, section 471 of Code. 143 

Mistakes in land book to be corrected, section 473 of Code. 143 

W]ien owner of land dies, to whom it is to be charged, sec- 
tion 474 of Code 143 

When lands in one place are assessed in another, how error 

corrected, section 475 of Code 144 

When land lies in different districts of different counties, 

how assessed, section 476 of Code 144 

When land lies in different districts of same county, how 

assessed, section 477 of Code 144 
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When land lying in different counties and part is sold, how 

assessed, section 478 of Code 144 

Omitted land, how re-entered and assessed, section 479 of 

Code , 144 

Owner to cause omitted land to be re-entered, &c., when 

escheated to State, &c., sections 634 and 635 of Code. 138 
Purchaser to be taxed only from date of title, section 480 

of Code 146 

Value of buildings not already assessed, to be assessed, 

section 481 of Code 145 

Value of new buildings to be assessed, section 482 of Code. 145 
Repairs and additions to buildings, to be assessed, section 

483 of Code * 145 

When buildings injured or destroyed, their value to be re- 
duced, section 484 of Code . 145^ 

Machinery, value to be assessed, section 485 of Code 145 

Commissioner of revenue to make three copies of land 

book, section 486 of Code 146 

Commissioner of revenue to add up columns, section 505 

of Code 156 

If no book of preceding year was made out, how supplied, 

section 507 of Code 156 

Commissioner of revenue to extend county and city levies, 

section 509 of Code 159 

Commissioner of revenue to retain original book, section 

512 of Code 160 

How copies disposed of, section 520 of Code 160 

Auditor to compare with books of preceding year, section 

522 of Code 161 

To be guide to auditor in settling with county and city 

treasurers, section 522 of Code 161 

Not to be altered, section 531 of Code 162 

Liaundries, persons operating, section 130, tax law . . 97 

Lending money on furniture, etc., section 81, tax law 79 

Levies, by board of supervisors, to be reported to and pub- 
lished by State tax board, act March 22, 1916 11 

Light, heat, water and power companies, tax on, section 364 

and 36i, tax law 53-55 

Lightning rod merchant, section 51 -a, tax law^.!!^. 68 

Lightning rod peddlers, section 51, tax law 68 

License taxes — 

Agents for renting houses, sections 126, 127, tax laws 95 

Architect, section 92, tax law 84 

Attorney at law, sections 114, 115, 116, tax law 92 

Auctioneer, general, sections 62, 63, tax law 71 

real estate, sections 64, 65, tax law 71-72 

Tobacco, sections 66, 67, tax law 72 

Live-stock, sections 67-a and 67-b, tax law 72 

Automobile, locomobile, motor cycle, etc., act iMarch 24,' 

1916 103-110 

Run for hire to passengers, section 134, tax law, page 98 

and section 20, act March 20, 1916 ^ 109 

Bagatelle saloon, sections 102, 103, tax law 87 

Baggage checking machine, section 139, tax law 101 

Baggage wagons, etc., section 134, tax law 98 

Bankers or brokers, private, sections 77, 78, tax law 7G 

Dealing in futures, options, etc., section 75, tax law. . . 75 
Billiard saloon, pool room, sections 100, 101, tax law. ... . 86-87 

Book agents, section 56, 57, tax law 70 
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Bowling saloon, sections 98, 99, tax law. « 86 

Broker who receives or distributes flour, hay, grain, pro- 
visions, &c., sections 48, 49 66-67 

Insurance, sections 83, 84, tax law. 8 i-s 

Ship, sections 73, 74, tax law 75 

Stock, sections 75, 76, tax law 75-76 

Pawn, sections 79, 80, tax law 76-7 8 

Dealing in options, section 75, tax law 75 

Building and loan associations, section 82, tax law 80 

Bulls, section 125, tax law 95 

Carriage, cab, etc., section 134, tax law 98 

Circuses, shows, etc.. sections 107, 108, 109, tax law 8 8-89 

Circuses and carnivals, outside of fair grounds, etc.. section 

109i, tax law 90 

Civil engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Collection agency, section 861, tax law 83 

Commissaries, section 47, tax law 66 

Common criers, sections 71, 72, tax law 7 4-75 

Commission merchants and brokers, sections 48, 49, tax 

law 66-67 

Contractors, sections 90, 91, tax law 83-84 

Daguerrean and photograph artists and agents, sections 

121, 122, tax law 94 

Dealers in pistols, dirks, bowie knives, section 140, tax 

law 102 

Dentist, sections 117 and 118, tax law 93 

Dining, parlor or sleeping car company, section 33, tax 

law 50 

Drinks, soft, manufacture of, sale of at soda fountains, 

section 1 13^, tax law 91 

Eating house, sections 96, 97, tax law 85-86 

At religious gatherings, exempt from tax, section 97 1, tax 

law 86 

Electrical engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Exhibition, theatre, public performance, etc., sections 105. 

106, tax law 87 

Express companies, section 29^, tax law 45 

Feed stable for horses, section 134, tax law 98 

Ferris wheel, sections 110, 111, tax law 90 

Garage, act March 24, 1916, section 19 109 

General auctioneers, sections 62, 63, tax law 71 

Graphophone, etc., section 10 6^, tax law 88 

Gypsies and strolling companies, section 141, tax law. ... 102 

Hacks, baggage wagons, section 134, tax law 98 

Hobby-horse machines, merry-go-rounds, etc.. sections^ 110, 

111, tax law 90 

Hotel, license to keep, section 921, tax law 85 

House of private entertainment, sections 93, 94, 95, tax 

law 85 

Implements and machines, agents for sale of, sections 136, 

137, tax law 100 

Impounding and storage, sections 131, 132, tax law 97 

Industrial sick benefit companies, act March 16, 1910.... 35-37 

Insurance brokers, sections 83, 84, tax law 81-82 

Insurance companies, sections 23. 24, 25, 26. tax law. . . . 32-35 

Jackasses and stallions, sections 123, 124, tax law 94-96 

Junk dealers, sections 69, 70. tax law 73-74 

Canvassers for, sections 69, 70, tax law . 73-74 

I^bor agents, sections 128, 129. tax law 95 
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Land agents, sections 54, 55, tax law 6S> 

Laundries, section 130, tax law 97 

Lending money on furniture, wearing apparel, etc., sec- 
tion 81, tax law 79 

Lightning rod merchants, section 51-a, tax law. . 68 

Lightning rod peddlers, section 51, tax law €8 

tdvery stable, sections 133, 134, tax law. . . 98 

Live-stock auctioneer, sections 67-a and 67-b 72 

Locomobile, automobile, motor cycle, act March 24, 1916, 

section 18 109 

Manufactured implements and machines, by retail, sec- 
tions 136, 137, tax law 100 

Peddlers of, section 138, tax law 101 

Mechanical engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Medicine, salve, liniment, toilet articles, spices, extracts, 

etc., sections 119. 120, tax law 93 

Mercantile agency, sections 85, 86, tax law '. 82 

Merchants, sections 45, 46, tax law 62-64 

Merchant on trains, section 46^, tax law 65 

Merry-go-round, sections 110, 111, tax law 90 

Mineral or forest products, section 47, tax law 66 

Mining engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Motor cycle, automobile, locomobile, etc., act March 24, 

1916, section 18 109 

Moving picture show, etc., section 106*, tax law. ....... 88 

Ocean wave machine, sections 110, 111, tax law 90 

Oyster packers, sections 46i-a, 46^-b, tax law 65 

Parlor, dining or sleeping car company, section 33, tax 

law 50 

Patent rights, sale of, sections 52, 53, tax law 69 

Pawn brokers, sections 79, 80, tax law 76-78 

Peddlers, sections 50, 51, pp. 67-68, tax law, and section 

138, tax law 101 

Permanent park, shows in, section 111^, tax law 90 

Phonograph, etc., section 106i, tax taw 88 

Photograph artist, etc., sections 121, 122, tax law 94 

Pool room, sections 100, 101, tax law 86-87 

Private bankers, sections 77, 78, tax law 76 

Public rooms and other rooms for exhibition, skating rink, 

sections^ 112, 113, tax law 91 

Real estate auctioneers, sections 64, 65, tax law 71-72 

Retailers of tobacco, section 68, tax law 72 

Sewing machines, section 135, tax law 98-100 

Ship brokers, sections 73, 74, tax law 75 

Shows, circuses and menageries, sections 107, 108, 109, 

tax law 88-89 

Sick benefit companies, act March .16, 1910 35-37 

Skating rink, sections 112, 113, tax law 91 

Sleeping, parlor or dining car company, section 33, tax law. 59 

Slot machines, section 139, tax law 101 

Soft drinks, manufacture of, sale of at soda fountains, sec- 
tion 113^, tax law 91 

Stallions and jackasses, sections 123, 124, tax law 94-95 

Stock brokers, sections 75, 76, tax law 75-76 

Storage and impounding, sections 131, 132, tax law 97 

Telegraph and telephone companies, section 36, tax law. . . 62 
Theatres, public performances, exhibitions, etc., sections 

105, 106, tax law 87 

Tobacco auctioneers, sections 66. 67, tax law 72 
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Toilet articles, spices, extracts, medicine, salve, liniment, 

etc., sections 119, 120, tax law 93 

Undertaker, sections 87, 88, tax law 83 

Underwriter's agency (fire insurance), act February 5, 

1915 82 

Vendors of medicine, salve, liniment, spices, extracts, toilet 

articles, etc., sections 119, 120, tax law 93 

Veterinary surgeon, section 118-a, tax law 93 

Weighing machine, section 139, tax law. . 101 

I^ioense tax — General provisions, section 143, tax law 102 

To whom paid, section 554 of Code 168 

When to be paid into treasury by county and city treas- 
urers, section 563 of Code 170 

On what licenses tax may be prorated, section 555 of Code. 168 

Omitted, assessment of, section 508 of Code, page 158, and 

act March 22, 1916 159 

I^icenses, to whom granted, section 533 of Code 168 

When required, section 534 of Code 163 

How applied for and granted, section 535 of Code 163 

How applied for and granted if tax is $50.00 or over for a 

year, act of March 10, 1914 164 

When and how auditor may grant license, section 539 of 

Code 164 

Appeal from commissioners' valuation, section 545 of Code 165 

Individual names to be stated in license, section 546 of 

Code 165 

Effect of change in partners or name of firm, section 547 

of Code 165 

Commissioner to propound interrogatories to applicant, 

disposition, etc., section 548 of Code 165-167 

Shall designate place of business, and if corporation, 

whether foreign or domestic, section 549 of Code. ... 167 
When separate license granted to members of a firm, sec- 
tion 550 of Code 167 

A person engaged in more than one business to pay tax 

on each, section 550 of Code 167 

When double tax imposed, section 551 of Code 167 

Auditor may reform assessment of, section 552 of Code. . 168 
Auditor may deduct from pay of commissioner for assess- 
ing less than legal taxes, section 553 of Code 168 

To whom license tax paid, section 554 of Code 168 

Commissioner of revenue to attend court, to Issue, section 

555 of Code 168 

When to expire, section 555 of Code 168 

When tax prorated, If Issued for less than a year, section 

555 of Code 168 

When commissioner of revenue to return list of, section 

556 of Code 169 

Ldst to be evidence to charge collecting officer, section 

557 of Code 169 

A personal privilege, section 558 of Code 169 

How assignable, etc., section 559 of Code 169 

Revocable by court, section 560 of Code 170 

When auditor may refund license tax, section 560-a of 

Code 170 

May be altered when place of business Is changed, section 

561 of Code 170 

Each day's continuance in business without license a sepa- 
rate offense, section 562 of Code 170 
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Property used in business not exempt from taxation, section 

564 of Code 171 

Fees of commissioners on licenses, section 565 of Code. . . 171 

A person who engages in business without a license liable 

to a fine, sections 574, 575, 576, 577 of Code 174 

liiquor licenses. 

L4quor8 licenses, general provisions, act March 15, 1910, sec- 
tions 1, 2, 3 Ill 

Issued in 1916 to expire 31st October, 1916, one-half of tax 

to be paid, act March 11, 1916 110 

Ardent spirits, defined, section I Ill 

Where license to sell may be granted, section 8 114 

Licenses to be obtained from circuit court or corporation 

court, section 9 116 

Form of application for license, section 9 115 

Intention to apply for license to do business at a place 
where license not heretofore granted, to be advertised, 

etc., section 10 115 

Application to be referred to circuit or corporation court, 

section 9 115 

Amount of license tax to be deposited with county or city 

treasurer, section 9 116 

But a non-resident manufacturer of malt liquor for main- 
taining distributing or storage warehouses, must pay 

tax to auditor of public accounts, section 15 117 

Resident manufacturers of malt liquor to have same privi- 
leges as a non-resident manufacturer of malt liquor, 

section 15 117 

Objection to granting of license, how made, section 10. . . . 115 

When court to grant license, section 10 115 

Bond required of person, etc., licensed, section 10, p. 115, 

section 6 (b) 112 

Ucense to be issued by commissioner of revenue, section 10 115 
Money deposited with treasurer for license tax, to be re- 
funded if license refused, section 10 '. 115 

No appeal from order of court granting or refusing li- 
cense, section 10 115 

Druggist to sell ardent spirits or alcoholic bitters to take 
out license, but may, without license, use liquor .in the 

preparation of medicine, section 7 114 

Recovery of costs, section 10 116 ' 

Wood alcohol, etc., not to be sold as a beverage, section 13.- 117 

Auditor of public accounts to prepare forms for licenses, 

section 18 119 

Licenses to be exposed to view, penalty for failure to do so, 

etc., section 18 119 

Days on which, and persons to whom not to be sold, given, 
etc., and persons from whom not to be bought, etc., 

section 19 119 

No female or minor to be employed in any saloon, nor shall 
any ardent spirits be delivered to any female or minor 
to be drunk in a saloon, or to be by them delivered to 
another, no ardent spirits shall be sold or delivered to 

a female in a bar room or saloon, section 19 119 

When license to be revoked, section 19 119 

When consent of conductor of a passenger train to be ob- 
tained by passenger to drink ardent spirits, section 20^ 120 
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Illicit sale of ardent spirits, common report as to, on what 

oath search warrant to issue, evidence, etc., section 21 120 

Ardent spirits to be delivered, etc., only to persons to whom 
billed or shipped or to whom bona ftde addressed, or 
to his employee upon the written order of such con- 
signee, section 22 120 

Dispensary not to ship or deliver ardent spirits outside of 
village, town or city in which the dispensary is lo- 
cated, section 23 121 

When commissioner of agriculture to analyze mixtures sup- 
posed to contain alcohol, to give certificate of analy- 
sis, when certificate evidence, etc., section 24 121 

Evidence as to intoxication, etc., section 25 121 

Common nuisances, places so deemed, who may maintain 

suit to abate, etc., section 26 121 

Penalties for violation of the act, March 15, 1910, sec- 
tion 27 121 

Wholesale confectioners, selling fruits preserved in ardent 

spirits, section 28 122 

Act March 15, 1910, not to be construed to change pro- 
visions of charter of any town or city touching grant- 
ing of licenses or any special act concerning sale or 
manufacture of liqi^r in any county, section 28. . . . 122 

Bond given, when forfeited, etc., section 29 122 

Circuit and corporation courts, jurisdiction, etc., section 29 122 

Voter, construction of word as used in act March 15, 1910, 

section 16 118 

Shipment of ardent spirits into local option or no license 
territory to show kind and quantity shipped, sec- 
tion 30 122 

Record to be kept by common; carrier, etc., section 31 ... . 122 

Where ardent spirits cannot be stored, liquor signs, etc., 

section 32 122 

Orders for ardent spirits, etc., not to be solicited in dry or 

no license territory, section 33 122 

United States internal revenue receipt, possession of, prima 

facie evidence of sale, etc., section 34 122 

Liquor license tax to be returned when local option is 

voted, section 560-a of Code 17 

Wholesale Iiicense. 

Privileges under license, section 4 Ill 

Quantity wholesale malt liquor dealer may sell, section 4. Ill 

Tax to be paid, section 11 116 

Tax to be paid by wholesale dealer selling malt liquor 

only, section 11 116 

May sell by sample, section 12 116 

Separate license to sell by retail, section 13 117 

For privilege of shipping less than 5 gallons, he must ob- 
tain a retail and shippers' license, section 13 117 

Retail Iiicense. 

Privileges under license, section 4 Ill 

Person licensed to be qualified voter of county or city, 

section 8 114 

EiXception to this requirement, section 8 114 

Tax to be paid, section 11 116 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ivi Virginia: Tax Law» — Contents 



Page. 

At a health resort having a natural spring, etc., in local 
option territory, when license may be granted, tax 

to be paid, etc., section 8-b 114 

Tax to be paid by hotel at resorts having a natural min- 
eral spring or large body of salt water connected 

therewith, section 11 116 

Separate license to sell by wholesale, section 13 117 

Retail and Shippers* liicense. 

Privileges under license, section 4 Ill 

Tax to be paid, section 11 116 

Social Clubs. 

Qualified voter, requirement not to apply to, section 8. . . . 114 

To apply to court for license, section 6-a 112 

To furnish list of members, officers, etc., section 6-a 112 

To post notice of application at front door of courthouse, 

etc., publish notice in newspaper, etc., section 6-b. ... 112 

Bond to be executed, section 6-b 112 

When license to be granted, section 6-c 112 

Tax to be paid, section 6-c ^.^ T . . . 112 

Application for license may be contested, section 6-c 112 

License to be posted, section 6-d 113 

Penalties, section 6-d 113 

Incorporated <yOiiiitr>' Club. 

See act approved March 15, 1910 123-125 

Malt Liquor Bar. 

Privileges under license, section 4 Ill 

Tax to be paid, section 11 116 

Manufacturer of Alcoholic Iiiquors— Distiller of Whiskey. 

Who can be licensed, section 8, page 114, section 16 118 

When can be licensed, section 16 118 

May sell by sample, section 12 116 

Tax to be paid, section 15 117 

Privileges under license, section 16 117 

To furnish commissioner of revenue sworn copy of re- 
turns made internal revenue assessor of United States, 

section 15 117 

Where not to sell, section 16 118 

May rectify spirits of his own manufacture, section 17.. 119 

Manufacture of Alcoholic Idquors by Fermentation, etc., 
Distiller of Brandy. 

Who can be licensed, section 8, page 114, section 16 118 

Where can be licensed, section 16 • 118 

May sell by sample, section 12 . . 116 

Tax to be paid, section 15 117 

Privileges under license, section 15 117 

To furnish commissioner of revenue sworn copy of returns 
made internal revenue assessor of United States, sec- 
tion 15 117 
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Where not to sell, section 16 118 

May rectify spirits of his own manufacture, section 17 ... . 119 

Manufacturer of Malt Liquor. 

Tax to be paid, section 15 117 

Privileges under license, section 15, page 117, section 28. . 122 

Rectifler. 

Where license may be granted, to whom granted, etc., sec- 
tion 16 118 

Tax to be paid, section 17 IID 

Sample I4quor Merchant. 

Personal privilege, not transferable, no abatement in tax, 

section 4 Ill 

To sell by wholesale only and to sell only to a club, per- 
son, firm or corporation licensed under act iMarch 15, 

1910, section 12 116 

Tax to be paid, section 12 116 

Every agent or salesman to take out license, section 12 ... . 116 

What license to state; section 12 116 

Must have license with him at time of sale, section 12. . . . 116 

Must have power of attorney, etc., section 12 116 

Required to exhibit license and power of attorney, sec- 
tion 12 116 

Penalty for hiring license, section 12 116 

DiAtributini? or Storage Warehouse for Malt Liquors. 

Tax to be paid and by whom to be paid, privileges, etc., 
tax to be paid to auditor of public accounts, sec- 
tion 15 117 

Druggist. 

To sell ardent spirits or alcoholic bitters must take out a 

retail liquor license, etc., section 7 114 

Pure Wine. 

Manufacture and sale of, section 14 117 

Manufacture and sale of, section 16 118 

Cider. 

Cider, the pure juice of the apple, etc., section 14 117 

Manufacture and sale of, which is not the pure juice of 

the apple and will not intoxicate, section 15 117 

Retailer of, which is not the pure juice of the apple and 

will not intoxicate, etc., section 15 117 

Guarantee of purity of, etc., section 20 120 

Livery stables, hack, baggage wagons, sections 133, 134, tax 

law 98 

L»ive-stock auctioneer, section 67-a and 67-b, tax law 7 2 

Ix>comobile, automobile, motor cycle, etc., act March 24, 1916. 103-110 

L.ots, tax on 14 
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Lots, reassessment of every five years — 

Assessor and assistant, appointment, section 437 of Code. 126 

Bond and oath, section 438 of Code 126 

Ust of land grants, section 439 of Code 126 

Forms and Instructions, section 440 of Code 127 

Duties of assessors and assistants, section 441 of Code. ... 127 

To meet for consultation, section 442 of Code 127 

Copies, disposition of, section 443 of Code 127 

Erroneous assessment, correction of, etc., section 444 of 

Code 128 

Certification of corrections, section 445 of Code 129 

Compensation of assessor and assistant, section 446 of 

Code 129 

Examinations of assessor's books by local board of review, 
act of March 17, 1916, creating State tax board and 
local boards of review, tax law, section 7 (p), page 9, 

also section 445 of Code 129 

Taxation of ground rents 130 

Owner to cause land or lot to be assessed, sections 634 and 

635 of Code 130 

Real estate not to be assessed by assessor, sections 19 and 

457 of Code 130 

AsBessor not to assess minerals and mineral lands, section 

437-a of Code ! 189-141 

Machinery in mining and manufacturing establishments to be 
assessed as improvements on real estate, section 485 of 

Code 145 

Machines, implements, agents for sale of, sections 136, 137, tax 

law too 

Peddlers of, section 138, tax law 101 

Mechanical engineers, section 89, tax law 83 

Medicines, salves and liniments, toilet articles, spices, vendors 

of, sections 119, 120, tax law 93 

Menageries, shows, circuses, sections 107, 108, 109, tax law.. 88-89 

Merchants, license tax, sections 45, 46, tax law 62-63 

Commission merchants, sections 48, 49, tax law 66-67 

Merchant on train, section 46^, tax law 65 

Mercantile agencies, sections 85, 86, tax law 82 

Merry-go-round, section 110; 111, tax law 90 

Mineral or forest products, tax for sale of, section 47, tax law. . 66 

Mineral land, assessment of, section 437-a of Code 139-141 

Mining engineer, section 89, tax law 83 

Money, meaning of, section 489 of Code 148 

Assessment of, act January 29, 1914, page 21, also sec- 
tion 8, sub-section fourth 19 

When not to be assessed by commissioner (see notes by 

auditor of public accounts) 21-22 

How paid into State treasury, sections 752, 757 of Code. . 177-178 

Lending on household goods, section 8 1 , tax law 79 

Motor cycle, automobile, locomobile, etc.. act March 24, 1916. . 103-110 

Moving picture show, etc., section 106^, tax law 88 

Notes, bonds and other evidences of debt under control of courts 

to whom to be taxed, 492-a of Code 160 

Ocean wave machine, sections 110, 111, tax law . 90 

Oil, refrigerator, stock, fruit and other car companies, tax on 

act March 17, 1916 46 

Omitted taxes, how assessed, se<?tion 508 of Code 168 

Omitted license, privilege and occupation taxes not to be made 

for any year prior to 1912, act March 22, 1916. . . . 169 
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Capitation tax omitted, how assessed and capitation taxes 
of person becoming of age, how assessed, act March 

18, 19i0 157 

Delinquent capitation to be collected by collectors appointed 

by the courts, act Marcfti 22, 1916 185 

Organs, peddlers of, section 51, tax law 68 

Oyster packers, sections 46i-a, 46i-b, tax law 65 

Park, permanent, amusements in, section 111^, tax law 90 

Parlor car companies, sections 32, 33, tax law 49-50 

Patents rights, sections 52, 53, tax law 69 

Pawnbrokers, sections 79, 80, tax law 76-7 8 

Peddlers, sections 50, 51, tax law 67-68 

Organs and pianos, section 51, tax law 68 

Manufactured implements and machines and cooking stoves. 

ranges, etc., section 138, tax law 101 

Permanent park, shows in, section 111^, tax law 90 

Persons, tax on, sections 3, 4, 5, tax law 15 

Persons and personal property, when commissioner to begin to 

take list of, section 490 of Code 148 

What to be assessed for taxes, section 491 of Code 148 

Personal property, tangible, section 6 of tax law 15-16 

Tax thereon, section 7, tax law 16 

Intangible, section 8 of tax law 16-19 

Tax thereon, section 9 of tax law 19-20 

When not taxable, section 8, tax laws pages 18-19, and act 

March 22, 1916 20-21 

Furniture in public rooms, saloons, billard and pool rooms 
to be taxed as property, section 104, tax law, page 87, 

and section 564 of Code 171 

By whom to be listed and to whom taxed, sections 492 and 

492-a of Code 1 49-150 

What exempt from taxation, section 488 of Code 147 

To whom bonds, notes and other evidences of debt held 
subject to order of court to be taxed, section 492-a of 

Code 160 

Under control of courts or fiduciaries, to be assessed by ex- 
aminers of records, act of March 3, 1898 149-152 

Taxpayer to answer interrogatories, section 494 of Code. . 154 
tvommissioner of revenue to assess value of personal prop- 
erty, money and income, section 496 of Code 155 

Penalty if taxpayer refuses to answer interrogatories in re- 
gard thereto, sections 497, 498 of Code 155 

Proceedings against persons giving false list of, section 503 

of Code 15.^ 

Property used in licensed business not exempt from taxa- 
tion, section 104, tax law. page 87, and section 564 of 

Code 171 

Erroneous assessment of, how corrected, act of December 

31, 1903 172 

Erroneous assessment of, sections 567, 568 of Code, page 

171, and section 571 of Code 173 

Taxes on, delinquent, when to be collected by Common- 
wealth's attorney, act March 22, 1916 186 

Personal property book, what to be entered thereon, section 

487 of Code 146 

What persons and property to be assessed for taxation, sec- 
tion 491 of Code 148 

How made out and what to contain, section 504 of Code. . 156 
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Commissioner of revenue to add up columns, section 505 of 

Code 156 

If books for preceding year were not made out, how sup- 
plied, section 507 of Code 156 

Cominissioner of revenue to extend county and city levies, 

section 509 of Code. 159 

Commissioner of revenue to make three copies, section 511 

of Code 151 

Commissioner of revenue to keep original, section 512 

of Code 160 

How copies disposed of, section 520 of Code 160 

To be guide for auditor in settlement with county and 

city treasurers, section 522 of Code 161 

Compensation to commissioner of revenue, section 526 of 

Code . 161 

Not to be altered after delivery to treasurer, section 531 

of Code 162 

When grand jury to examine books, section 578 of Code 175 

Photograph artists and agents, sections 121, 122, tax law d4 

Phonograph, etc., section 106^, tax law 88 

Pianos, peddlers of, section 51, tax law 68 

Pictures, moving, show, section 106^, tax law 88 

Pistols, dirks and Bowie knives, dealers in, section 140, tax law. 102 

Pool room, tax on, sections 100, 101, tax law 86-87 

Power, light, heat and water companies, tax on, section 36 1-4 

and 36i, tax law 53-55 

Private bankers, sections 77, 78, tax law T6 

Private entertainment houses, sections 93, 94, 95, tax law. ... 85 

Property (see personal property.) 

Public rooms, skating rink, etc., sections 112, 113, tax law. ... 91 
Public wharves, docks, etc., of a city, when exempt from taxa- 
tion, act March 21, 1916 ' 137 

Railway corporations, section 27, tax law 38 

Tax on, section 28, tax law 40 

Tax on rolling stock of steam railways, act March 13, 1915. 42 

Tax on rolling stock of electric railways, act March 15, 1915 43 

Railroads and other companies, which selj mineral and forest 

products and other articles, section 47, tax law 66 

Real estate auctioneer, sections 64, 65, tax law 71-72 

Real estate, taxes on 14 

(Also see lands, lots.) 

Mineral land, section 437-a of Code 139-141 

What to be taxed, lien for taxes and levies, value fixed 
by assessors of land not to be changed except to add 
value of improvements, or deduct for total or partial 

loss of improvements, section 456 of Code 135 

Value fixed by assessor not to be changed (exception,) sec- 
tion 456 of Code 135 

What exempt from taxation, section 467 of Code 135 

When such real estate not exempt from taxation, section 

457 of Code 1S5 

Owned by United States not taxable, section 19 of Code, 

act February 9, 1910 137 

Public wharves, docks and terminals of a city, when 

exempt from taxation, act March 21, 1916 127 

When sold for taxes, commissioner to note sale on land 
book, but continue it in name or former owner until 
deed is made, section, 469 of Code 142 
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What real estate to be dropped from land book, act 

March 22, 1916 142 

Appearing on clerk's list of deeds, and list of judgments 
for partition or recovery, to be transferred accord- 
ingly on land book, section 470 of Code 143 

When tract becomes property of different owners, the as- 
sessed value of the whole to be divided amongst the 

several owners, section 471 of Code 143 

When owner dies, to whom land to be charged, section 

474 of Code 143 

When lands in one district erroneously assesed In another, 

how error corrected, aection 475 of Code 144 

When lying in different districts of different counties, how 

assessed, section 476 of Code 144 

When lying in different districts of same county, how 

assessed, section 477 of Code 144 

\Vhen lying in different counties and a part is sold, how 

assessed, section 478 of Code 144 

Omitted, how re-entered and assessed, section 479 o^ Code 144 

Purchaser of, to be taxed only from date of title, section 

480 of Code 145 

Value of buildings not heretofore assessed, to be assessed 

by commissioner of revenue, section 481 of Code. ... 145 

Value of new buildings to be assessed, section 482 of Code. 145 

Repairs and additions, how assessed, section 483 of Code. . 145 

When buildings injured or destroyed, their value reduced 

by commissioner of revenue, section 484 of Code. . . . 145 

Machinery, how assessed, section 485 of Code 145 

Owner of real estate to cause to be entered on land book, 

section 634 137 

Real estate forfeited to State, if not entered after notice, 

section 635 of Code 138 

Refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit and other car companies, tax on, 

act March 17, 1916 46 

Re^ster of land office, to furnish State advisory board on 
taxation, local boards of review, auditor and com- 
missioner of revenue lists of grants, section 462 of 

Code 139 

Registration fees, section 41, tax law 59 

Relief from assessment of, etc., section 144, tax law 102 

Penalty for failure to pay, section 144, tax law 102 

How collection enforced, section 144, tax law 102 

Renting houses, agents tor, sections 126, 127, tax law...... 95 

Rent charge, tax on 14 

Revenue laws, construction of, section 489 of Code 148 

Penalty for violation of, sections 574, 575, 576, 577 of 

Code 174 

Violations of, to be reported, section 716 of Code 175 

Violations of, to be reported, section 3988 of Code 176 

Rolling stock of steam railways, tax on, act March 13, 1915.. 42 

Electric railways,* tax on, act March 15, 1915 43 

Room, public, sections 112, 113, tax law 91 

halves, medicines, liniments, toilet articles, spices, extracts, etc., 

vendors of, sections 119, 120, tax law 93 

Schools, public free, taxes for their support to be separately aa- 

• sessed, section 145, tax law 103 

Assessment of, taxes for support of, section 1514 of Code. . 176 

Seals, tax on, section 16, tax law 28 

When no tax on to be charged, section 589 of Code 29 
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Security companies, tax on shares, sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 

22, tax law 30-32 

Sewing machines and accessories, section 135, tax law 98-100 

Ship brokers, sections 73, 74, tax law .' 76 

Shows, circuses and menageries, sections 107, 108, 109, tax law 88-S9 
Circuses and carnivals outside of fair grounds, etc, section 

109i, tax law 91 

Moving picture show, phonograph, graphophone, section 

106i, tax law 88 

Permanent park, shows in, section llli, tax law 90 

Public performances, theatres, etc., sections 105, 106, tax 

law . 87 

Sick benefit companies, etc., tax on, act March 16, 1910 35-37 

Skating rink, section 112, 1 13, tax law 91 

Sleeping car, parlor car and dining car companies, sections 

32, 33, tax law 49-50 

Slot machines, section 139, tax law 101 

Social clubs (see liquor licenses.) 

Soft drinks, manufacture of, section 113i, tax law 91 

Sale of, at soda fountains, section 1131, tax law 91 

Stables, livery, sections 133, 134, tax law 98 

Stallions and jackasses, section 123, 12^, tax law 94-91 

Stamps, adhesive, section 16, tax law 28-29 

Steamboats, steamship companies, etc., tax on, sections 30, 31 

tax law 47-49 

Standing timber, assessment of, section 470 of Code 143 

Stock, refrigerator, oil, fruit and other car companies, tax on, 

act March 17, 1916 46 

Stock broker, sections 75, 7 6, tax law 75-76 

Storage and impounding, sections 131, 132, tax law 97 

Suits, tax on, section 14, tax law 26 

To whom tax on suits to be paid, section 588 of Code 27 

Taxes, assessed for the year commencing February 1, section 1, 
tax law, page 15, also see sections 490 and 491 of 

Code 148 

On lands and lots and improvements, ground rents and 

rent charges 14 

On male inhabitants who have attained the age of 21 years, 

section 5, tax law 16 

Delinquent capitation taxes, how collected, act March 22, 

1916 185 

Delinquent property taxes, how collected, act March 22, 

1916 ^ 186 

Classification of tangible personal property, section 6, tax 

law 15-16 

Rate of tax on tangible personal property, section 7, tax 

law . 16 

Classification of intangible personal property, section 8, 

tax law 16-19 

Rate of taxes on intangible personal property, section 9, 

tax law 16-19 

What intangible property not taxable, section 8, tax law, 

pages I87I9, and act March 22, 1916. 20-21 

Rate of tax on money, act January 29, 1914 21 

Rate of tax on income, section 11, tax law tZ. 

On wills and administrations, section 12, tax law 24-2S 

How undervaluation of tax by clerk corrected, section 

12, tax law 24-2S 

When no tax on administration, section 5, pension law. . 24-25 
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On deeds, deeds of tnist and mortgages, for recording. 

section 13, tax law 25-26 

When no tax for recording, sections 19 and 590 of Code 26 

To whom tax paid, section 13, tax law, and section 590 

of Code 26-26 

On suits, etc., section 14, tax law 26 

To whom tax paid, section 588 of Code 27 

On seals, section 16, tax law 28-2> 

When no tax on seal to be charged, section 589 of Code. 29 

On banks and trust and security companies, sections 17, 18. 

19, 20, 21, 22, tax law 30-32 

On insurance companies, sections 23, 24, 25, 26, tax law. . 32-35 
On industrial sick benefit companies, act March 16, 1910, . 35-37 
Rate of tax on railway and canal corporations, section 28. 

tax law 40 

On rolling stock of steam railways, act March 13, 1915. 42 

On rolling stock of electric railways, act March 15, 1915. 43 

On water, heat, light and power companies, sections 36 J 

and 36i, tax law 53-55 

On steamboat, steamship, companies, etc., section 31, tax 

law 49 

Car companies, refrigerator, oil, stock and fruit cars, tax 

on, act March 17, 1916 46 

ETxpress companies, tax on, section 29^, tax law 45 

Fruit, refrigerator, oil, stock and other car companies, 

act March 17, 1916.: 46 

On sleeping car, parlor car, dining car companies, tax, 

section 33, tax law 50 

On telegraph and telephone companies, sections 35 and 36, 

tax law 52 

Charters, fees on, sections 37, 38, 38-a, 39 and 40, tax law. 57-69 

Registration fees, sections 41 and 42, tax law 69-60 

On franchises, section 43, tax law 60 

On direct and collateral inheritance, section 44, tax law. . 6t 

Corporations aggrieved by assessments made by State Cor- 
poration Commission, right to appeal, section 144, tax 

law, p. 102, and act December 31, 1903 172 

Corporation, firm or person required to pay taxes directly 
into treasury, failing to make payment to incur a pen- 
alty of five per cent., section 144, tax law 102 

Auditor to deliver bill for taxes, payable directly into treas- 
ury and not paid, to county or city treasurer for col- 
lection, section 144, tax law 102 

School tax to be separately assessed, section 145, tax law. 103 

Collection of taxes under control of courts and fiduciaries, 

section 492-b of Code 150 

Lien for, enforceable in equity, section 456 of Code 135 

Apportionment of, etc., section fi?>l-a of Code 188 

When taxes barred, section 632 of Code 189 

Omitted taxes, how assessed, section 508 of Code, page 158, 
and act March 18, 1910, page 157, and act March 22, 

1916 159 

Erroneous assessment of, corrected, sections 567, 568 of 

Code, page 171, and section 571 of Code 173 

Corrected under act of December 31, 1903 172 

When not to be collected, money refunded, sections 569, 

570 of Code 172 

State may appeal from erroneous assessment court order, 

section 573 of Code 173 
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School taxes, asessment of, section 1514 of Code L76 

What may be distrained for, section 622 of Code 186 

Treasurers may distrain for taxes for which they have 

accounted, section 623 of Code 187 

Property of tenant may be distrained, section 62 4 of Code. 187 

How taxes collected when taxpayer moves, or resides in dif- 
ferent county or city, etc., section 625 of Code 187 

Mortgage no bar to distress for taxes, section 626 of Code. 187 

How officer to proceed to collect when no property to dis- 
train, sections 627, 628, 629 of Code 188 

Tenant paying tax to have credit out of rents, section 630 

of Code 188 

Fiduciary paying taxes to be reimbursed, section 631 of 

Code .• 188 

Taxpayer, penalty for refusing to answer interrogatories and 

swear thereto, section 497 of Code 155 

Fined if he refuses to exhibit property, section 498 of Code 155 

Telegraph and telephone companies (incorporated), sections 34, 

35, 36, tax law 50-63 

Unincorporated, section 6 (item 21), tax law 16 

Unincorporated, license tax on, section 36, tax law 52 

Theatres, public performances, exhibitions, sections 105, 106, 

tax law 87 

Public or other rooms for exhibition, section 112, 113, 

tax law 91 

Timber, standing, assessment of, section 470 of Code 143 

Tobacco auctioneer, sections 66, 67, tax law 72 

Retailer of, section 68, tax law 72-73 

Toilet articles, spices, extracts, medicines, salves, liniments, 

sections 119, 120, tax law 93 

Treasurer to report violation of duty by commissioner of reve- 
nue, and auditor shall withhold commissions of treas- 
urer for failure to do so, section 566 of Code 171 

When not to collect taxes erroneously assessed, and when 

to refund, section 569 of Code 172 

May appoint deputies, section 817 of Code 175 

To collect and pay over taxes and levies, section 602 of 

Code 176 

When to receive taxes and levies, shall advertise time and 
place; penalty on taxpayer after December 1st; to call 
on each taxpayer; when to distrain, section 603 of 
Code . 176 

To receive capitation taxes omitted and of persons becom- 
ing of age, act March 18, 1910 167 

To collect omitted taxes, section 508 of Code 168 

To settle with auditor by land and property books filed with 

auditor, section 522 of Code 161 

When to pay taxes into treasury; final settlement; auditor 
may call for statement of collections and require pay- 
ment; treasurers of cities of Richmond, Norfolk, Pe- 
tersburg and Lynchburg to report and pay weekly, 
and removal for failure, section 604 of Code 177 

How money paid into State treasury, sections 752 and 757 

of Code 177-178 

When to pay license taxes into the treasury, section 563 of 

Code . 170 

Courts authorized to suspend, act of December -3, 1903. . 179 
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To return lists of uncollected taxes and delinquents, sec- 
tion 605 of Code 180 

Form of delinquent list and oath, section 606 of Code. ... 180 

Delinquent lists verified by oath, section 607 of Code. ... 180- 

delinquent personal property and capitation list to be 

posted. a^ front door of courthouse, section 607 of Code ISO- 

Court to examine and correct delinquent lists after being 
examined and approved by commissioners, examiner 
of records, and supervisors; copies to be certified to 
auditor, section 608 of Code ; 181 

Penalties for false list of delinquents, or for returning as 
delinquent when sufficient property to distrain, section 
609 of Code 181 

To forward delinquent lists to auditor and receive credit 

therefor, section 610 of Code 182^ 

Compensation for receiving and paying over revenue, sec- 
tion 613 of Code 182^ 

Compensation for receiving and disbursing levies, section 

614 of Code 183 

Commissionis to treasurers, sections 613, 614 and 1515 

of Code construed, act March 23, 1912 183 

When delinquent, auditor to report to attorney-general, 
who shall institute proceedings against them and 
sureties, section 615 of Code 184 

Auditor to make annually list of treasurers in arrears afnd 
send copy of list to clerk of circuit court of county and 
clerk of corporation court of city to be copied and 
posted upon the front door of the courthouse, section 
604-a of Code 17& 

Governor can suspend treasurer or other officer for failure 
to perform duty with reference to collecting State rev- 
enue, section 866-a of Code. .'. 178 

Lien of judgment against them, section 616 of Code 184 

Penalty for failure to pay over revenue, section 618 of 

Code 184 

What he may distrain for taxes, section 622 of Code 186 

May distrain property of tenant or other person in posses- 
sion, section 624 of Code 187 

May distrain for taxes for which he has accounted, sec- 
tion 623 187 

How to proceed when property lies partly in one county 

and partly in another, section 625 of Code 187 

Mortgage not bar to distress for tax, section 626 of Code. 187 

How to proceed when sufficient goods cannot be found to 

distrain, sections 627, 628, 629 of Code 188 

Tenant paying taxes to have credit out of rent, section 630 

of Code 188 

Fiduciary paying taxes to be reimbursed, section 631 of 

Code 188 

Trust and security companies, tax on shares, sections 17, 18, 19, 

20, 21, 22, tax law 30-32 

Undertakers, sections 87, 88, tax law 83 

Underwriter's agency (fire insurance), act February 5, 1915.. 82 

United States, no tax for recording deeds conveying land to, 

and no tax on lands owned by, section 19 of Code. . . 26 

Vendors of medicines, salves, liniments, toilet articles, spices, 

extracts, etc., sections 119, 120, tax law 93 
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Veterinary surgeons, section 118-a, tax law 93 

Wagons, for baggage, freight, etc., section 134, tax law 98 

Warrant, removed or appealed, tax on, section 14, tax law 26 

Water, power, heat and ligkt companies, tax on, sections 36i 

and 36i, tax law 53-55 

Wearing apparel, tax for lending money on, section 81, tax law 79 

Wills and administrations, tax on, section 12, tax law 24-25 

How undervaluation of tax by clerks corrected, section 12, 

tax law 24-25 

Executor or administrator cannot qualify and act until tax 

is paid, section 12, tax law, and section 590 of Code. 24-25 
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State Tax Board and Local Boards of Review. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act approved March 17, 1915, entitled 
an act to create a State advisory board on taxation and county and 
city boards of review of assessments; to define the powers and du- 
ties of such board r to fix the compensation of their members and 
to appropriate money to carry out the provisions of this act; to 
provide for the review of reports of purchases by merchants and 
the review of the annual returns and assessments of intangible 
personal property, income and money, by certain officials and fixing 
their compensation therefor and to provide penalties for the violation 
of this act, and to repeal an act entitled an act to create a State 
advisory board on taxation and county and city boards of review of 
assessments; to define the powers and duties of such boards; to fix 
the compensation of their members and to appropriate money to 
carry out the provisions of this act; to provide for the review of 
assessments on intangible personal property, income and money by 
certain officials, and fixing their compensation therefor and to pro- 
vide penalties for the violation of this act, approved February 16, 
1915, and to change the name of the State advisory board to the 
State tax board, and to appropriate money to carry out the pro- 
visions of this act. Approved March 17, 1916. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That an act ap- 
proved March seventeenth, nineteen hundred and fifteen, entitled an act 
to create a State advisory board on taxation and county and city boards 
of review of assessments; to define the powers and duties of such board; 
to fix the compensation of their members and to appropriate money to 
carry out the provisions of thi» act; to provide for the review of reports 
of purchases by merchants and the review of the annual returns and 
assessments of intangible personal property, income and money, by 
certain officials and fixing their compensation therefor and to provide 
penalties for tho violation of this act, and to repeal an act entitled an 
act to create a State advisory board on taxation and county and city 
boards of review of assessments; to define the powers and duties of such 
boards; to fix the compensation of their members and to appropriate 
money to carry out the provisions of this act; to providei for the review 
of assessments on intangible personal property, income and money by 
certain officials, and fixing their compensation therefor and to provide 
penalties for the violation of this act, approved February sixteenth, nine- 
teen hundred and fifteen, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as 
follows: 

1. That there is hereby created a board, which shall be known as 
the State tax board which shall consist of the Governor, the Auditor of 
Public Accounts and the chairman of the State Corporation Commission, 
who shall be ex-officio members thereof, and shall receive no compensa- 
tion for serving thereon. 

2. Officers. — The Governor shall be the chairman and the Auditor 
of Public Accounts shall be the secretary of the said board, which may 
select such assistants as it may deem necessary, whose compensation 
shall be fixed by the board and paid out of the funds appropriated for 
the contingent expenses thereof. 
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3. Oeneral Duties. — It shall be the duty of the State tax board — 

(a) To collect, digest and preserve information relating to the 
assessment and collection of taxes in this State and to ascertain the best 
methods of effecting equitable assessments and of avoiding duplication 
of taxation of the same property; and to report to the General Assembly 
such measures as will promote uniformity of assessments, just rates and 
harmony, and co-operation among all officials connected with the revenue 
system of the State. 

(b) To exercise supervisory powers over local boards of review, 
examiners of records, commissioners of the revenue, assessors of lands, 
and all other tax officers. 

(c) To generally and specifically instruct local boards of review, 
examiners of records and other tax officers respecting the discharge of 
their duties, in carrying out the laws of this State. 

(d) To investigate or cause to be investigated at any time whether 
local boards of review, examiners of records and other tax officers are per- 
forming their duties in obedience to the laws and the instructions of the 
State tax board. 

(e) To report local boards of review and tax officers to the circuit, 
corporation or hustings court for malfeasance, misfeasance, and neglect 
of official duty or for incapacity, and it shall thereupon be the duty of 
the court to summon at its next term the board or officer to show cause 
why it or he should not be removed from office. 

(f) To require reports and information at any time from local 
boards of review, examiners of records, and other tax officers, which re- 
ports and information shall be furnished promptly; also to summon in 
person or by registered mail, before it at any time, to ^instruct or to 
procure information from any or all members of a local board of re- 
view, examiners of record, commissioners of the revenue, assessors of 
lands or other tax officers. 

(g) To investigate at any time the assessment and collection of 
taxes in any county, town or city, and when any assessment is found to 
be unjust or unreasonable, to institute such proceedings in court as may 
be deemed necessary in order to correct such assessment by raising or 
lowering same. 

(h) To do-all other acts not in conflict with the laws of this State 
which, in its judgment are essential and necessary for the complete and 
proper discharge of its duties and for. effecting such uniform valuations 
as will promote fairness and equality of assessments and taxation. 

(i) To perform all duties placed upon, and to exercise all the 
powers conferred by law upon, the State advisory board on taxation or 
the State tax board. 

4. In all matters within its jurisdiction, the said State tax board 
shall have authority to administer oaths, to award, issue and have served, 
executed and returned any writ, notice, process, order or order of publi- 
cation which may by law be awarded, issued, served, or returned by or 
to any court of law or equity in this Commonwealth, for the purpose of 
compelling the attendance of witnesses and the enforcement and execu- 
tion of its findings, orders and judgments. All writs, processes and 
orders of the board shall run in the name of the Commonwealth, shall 
be signed by the chairman of the board, and may be executed and re- 
turned in like manner as the process, writs, notices or orders of the 
courts of record of this Commonwealth, and, when so served, shall have 
the same legal office. 

5. The sum of ten thousand dollars annually, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
funds in the treasury not otherwise appropriated to carry out the pur- 
poses of this act, to be paid by the Auditor of Public Accounts upon the 
warrant of the chairman, countersigned hy the secretary of the board. 
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6. Local Board of Review. — On or before the first day of February 
of each year, the judge of the circuit court of each county and the judge 
of the corporation or hustings court of each city, and the judge of the 
circuit court of each city which has no other court of record, shall, either 
in term time or vacation, appoint three qualified voters residing in such 
county or city, to compose a local board of review of assessments for said 
county or city, and before entering on the duties of their oflace, such 
appointees shall take the oath of oflSce prescribed by law for county 
and city ofllcers; provided that not more than two members of said local 
l>oard of review shall be members of the same political party, excepting 
in those counties and cities where at the presidential election last pre- 
ceding the appointment of such board, the majority party in the State 
cast more than sixty per cent, of the total vote in such county or city. 
And if it shall, appear that any person thus appointed cannot, or for 
any reason will not, perform the duties required of him by law, the said 
judge shall, either in term time or vacation, appoint another in his place. 
The said local board of review shall organize by electing one of their 
number as chairman. The clerk of the circuit, corporation or hustings 
court shall be ex-officio clerk of said board of review, but in a city of 
over fifty thousand inhabitants the local board of review may select a 
clerk instead of having the services of the clerk of the corporation or 
hustings court, and the clerk of such board shall attend all meetings and 
keep a record of the proceedings thereof in a separate book to be pro- 
vided for that purpose, which shall be preserved and kept on file in the 
office of the clerk of the circuit, corporation or hustings court, as the 
case may be. The said local board of review shall sit not more than 
sixty days in the year in which all real estate is reassessed and in all other 
years not exceeding thirty days, and shall hold its sessions at such times 
aa the law may require or they may deem necessary, with power in the 
court which appointed the board, upon application either from the 'State 
tax board or the local board of review, to extend the time as may be 
deemed reasonable or necessary by the court. 

The compensation of each member of the local board of review of 
assessments shall be four dollars per day for each day that he shall sit 
as a member of said board, and of the clerk, two dollars per day for 
each day that he shall be necessarily employed, to be paid one-half by 
the Commonwealth and one-half by the county or city wherein he serves. 
The accounts for such compensation shall be made out and verified by 
affidavit of the member before the clerk of the circuit, corporation or 
hustings court, in which shall be stated that the time for which said 
per diem is claimed was necessarily employed; and when said accounts 
shall be so made out and verified, they shall be paid out of the State 
and county or city treasury, in equal proportions, out of any money in 
such treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

7. Duties of Local Board of Review of Assessments. — Each local 
board of review of assessments shall have power, and it shall be its duty: 

(a) To receive from the Auditor of Public Accounts the interroga- 
tories for taxpayers and to deliver the same to the commissioners of the 
revenue, with directions to the commissioner to call in person upon each 
taxpayer in their districts, to view and list at its fair market value the 
property to be assessed, and to procure full and complete answers to the 
interrogatories sworn to as required by law, and to require the taxpayer 
to write the word "none" opposite those items of property, money, or in- 
come which he does not own. 

(b) To receive said interrogatories from the commissioners of the 
revenue and to return with instructions to the commissioners all inter- 
rogatories found to be defective, incomplete and not to contain what the 
board has reason to believe to be the true returns of any taxpayer or 
the true value of the property^ and all interrogatories not signed and 
sworn or affirmed to. 
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(c) To immediately report to the court any serious misconduct, 
neglect or dereliction of duty or incapacity of a commissioner of the 
revenue, and at the same time to notify the State tax board of such action; 
to notify the State tax board of any serious misconduct, neglect or dere- 
liction or incapacity of the examiner of records. 

(d) To review the interrogatories of taxpayers and to require the 
examiner of records to review those interrogatories so far as they relate 
to intangible personal property, money and income; and in the discretion 
of the board, to require the examiner of records to attend any and all 
its meetings and to aid the board in every way possible to bring about 
full, complete and uniform assessments at fair market value. 

(e) To ascertain the fair market value of tangible and intan^ble 
personal property, money and income of taxpayers and report the same 
to the commissioners of the revenue for assessment. 

(f ) To call upon taxpayers or their agents or any person, firm, or 
oflaoers of a company or corporation, to furnish information relating to 
intangible (or tangible) personal property, money and income of any 
and all taxpayers; and to summon, in person or by regristered mail, tax- 
payers or their agents, or any person, firm, or officer of a company or 
corporation, to answer under oath all questions touching the ownership 
and value of intangible (or tangible) i>ersonal property, money and in^ 
come of any and all taxpayers. 

Any person refusing, when called upon by the local board of review 
or the examiner of records, to furnish access to his books of account, 
papers and other records, as required by this act, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be liable to a fine of not less than ten dollars 
nor more than one hundred dollars, and each day's failure to furnish such 
access shall constitute a separate offence. 

(h) To report to the Auditor of Public Accounts, upon forms fur- 
nished by him, all additions in values of intangible personal property, 
money and incomes and all additions in State license taxes on merchants 
made by the examiner of records. 

(i) To communicate to the circuit court of the county or the cor- 
poration or hustings court of the city information coming to its atten- 
tion which will aid the court in carrying out the provisions of chapter 
seven hundred and seventy-four, Acts of Assembly of Virginia, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-nine-nineteen hundred, being act approved March 
fifth, nineteen hundred, entitled "an act to direct and authorize county 
and corporation courts to strike from the 'lists' lands returned delinquent 
for non-payment of taxes, levies, etc., such as are erroneously thereon." 

(j) To review the fiduciary and other reports of the examiner of 
records required to be made to the board, and to report to the commis- 
sioners of the revenue the values ascertained on intangible personal 
property, money and incomes; and thereupon the commissioners of the 
revenue shall enter and extend upon their personal property books, or 
other tax books, the names of persons, firms and corporations chargeaable 
with taxes and levies on intangible personal property, money and in- 
comes at the rates provided by law on such intangible personal property, 
money and incomes on the valuations as ascertained, as if such intangrible 
personal property, money and incomes had been listed by the individual 
person, firm or corporation. 

(k) To review the reports of purchases by merchants, made or 
required to be made to the commissioner of the revenue, and require 
the examiner of records to review those interrogatories and to ascertain 
whether the merchant's license tax assessed by the commissioner of the 
revenue against the merchants should be increased or decreased, and to 
report, upon forms furnished by the Auditor of Public Accounts, the re- 
sult of their examination and investigation, and also the result of the 
investigation of the examiner of records approved by the board, to the 
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Auditor of Public Accounts, the commissioner of the revenue and the 
county or city treasurer, as the case may be. 

(1) Within sixty days after the tax books have been completed and 
delivered, as required by law, any taxpayer may apply to the local board 
of review for the correction of his assessment, and the State tax board or 
Auditor of Public Accounts, represented by the attorney for the Common- 
wealth or other attorney selected for the purpose, may apply on behalf 
of the Commonwealth to the local board of review to increase the assess- 
ment of any taxpayer, and any cdunty, town or city, through its appointed 
representative or attorney, may apply to the local board of review^ to in- 
crease the assessment of any taxpayer. The local board of review shall 
hear and determine any and all such petitions and may increase, decrease 
or aflarm the assessment of which complaint is made, and copies of the 
orders, entered by the board, shall be furnished the taxpayer, county or 
city treasurer. Auditor of Public Accounts, and attorney for the county, 
town or city. In all such hearings, the officers who made the assess- 
ments shall, if possible, be present and testify, provided that no taxpayer 
who has failed, refused, or neglected, without cause shown, to file with 
the commissioner of the revenue a sworn statement of his property, shall 
be entitled to be heard nor shall such valuation or assessment be reduced. 

The State tax board or the Auditor of Public Accounts on behalf of 
the Commonwealth, or the attorney for the county, city or town on behalf 
of the county, city or town, or taxpayer aggrieved by any such order, 
may apply to the circuit court of the county, or to the corporation or 
hustings court of the city, or to the circuit court of any city which has 
no other court of record for the correction of any erroneous assessment 
of license taxes or any erroneous assessment of lands or other property, 
either as to over or under valuation, in the same manner as is provided 
by law for the correction of erroneous assessment of property by any 
person who is aggrieved thereby. 

Nothing contained in this section, however, shall prevent a taxpayer 
from applying directly to the court for the correction of erroneous assess- 
ments of his taxes and levies without first applying to the local board of 
review. 

(m) The said board shall have power to direct the commissioner of 
the revenue to enter upon the land or property books, or other tax books, 
any property, real or personal, which is found to have been omitted, and 
further to direct such commissioner to correct any entries found to be 
erroneous, either as to over or under valuations and to cancel duplicate 
assessments. 

(n) After the tax books are completed and delivered, as required 
by law, said board may, at any time within sixty days, upon its own mo* 
tion, and may upon the motion of the board of supervisors of any county 
or the council or any other governing board of any city or town or of 
any five citizens thereof, when it deems an assessment erroneous, change 
such assessment by raising or lowering the same, and thereupon give 
notice to any person whose assessment is raised to show cause against 
such change, unless such person has already been fully heard. 

(o) Said board shall keep minutes of its meetings, and enter 
therein all orders made, and transmit promptly a copy of such orders, as 
relate to the increase or decrease of assessments, to the commissioner 
of the revenue, who shall make the corrections on the assessment rolls 
as directed thereby; provided, however, that no order made by said board 
shall prevent the taxpayer, or member or members of a board of super- 
visors, board of supervisors, member or members of a city or town 
council, city or town council or any other governing board of any city or 
town, or the Commonwealth, from applying to the proper court for cor- 
rection of any erroneous assessment in the manner provided by law. 

(p) In the year of a quinquennial assessment of real estate and 
in the year immediately following such assessment, such board of review 
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shall- devote especial attention to grievances and complaints with regard 
to the assessment of real estate and direct such corrections on the land- 
books with reference thereto as may be determined; in all other years it 
shall make no changes in real estate assessments, save and except of 
lands, lots or improvements not previously assessed. 

(q) Said board shall have authority to summon taxpayers to 
bring before it their books of account or other papers and records for 
the purpose of verifying the tax returns made by such taxpayers, and 
procure the information necessary to make a complete assesement of the 
taxpayers' intangible personal property, money and income; or in lieu 
thereof said board may require the taxpayer to furnish access to his 
books, papers and records to the board or to its representative. 

(r) If, in the performance of its duties, any local board of review 
should procure information which would be useful or essential to a local 
board of review of some other county or city in performing the duties con- 
ferred upon it by this act, it shall be the duty of such local board of re- 
view to furnish such information to such other local board. 

(s) The information procured by local boards of review and ex- 
aminers of records under this act shall be regarded as confidential, except 
for the purpose of assessments, and shall not be disclosed except to the 
State tax board or to some other local board of review or to officers 
charged with the assessment and collection of taxes, or to a court of 
record upon its order. 

8. Duties of Examiners of Records. — In addition to the duties now 
imposed by law on the examiners of records, it shall be their duty. 

(a) To assist the local board of review in the examination and in- 
vestigation of reports of purchases by merchants and in the examination 
and investigation of the returns of taxpayers in regard to intangible per- 
sonal property, money and Incomes, and they shall make such examina- 
tions and investigations upon their own account, or when called upon to 
do so by the State tax board. 

(b) To require taxpayers to furnish to them access to their books 
of account, or other papers and records for the purpose of verifying* the 
tax returns made by such taxpayers and procure the information neces- 
sary to make a complete assessment of the taxpayers' intangible personal 
property, money and incomes, and merchants' license tax. 

(c) To perform such duties in connection with the ascertainment 
of the value of intangiblei personal property, money and incomes, and of 
the correctness of the reports of purchases by merchants as are required 
of them by the State tax board or by the local boards of review. 

(d) To make such reports to the local board of review and the 
State tax board as may be required by law, or as the rules and regulations 
adopted by either of said boards may require. 

9. Should any taxpayer or his agent, or the officer of any company 
or corporation, or any other person required by this act to furnish infor- 
mation to the local board of review or to the examiner of records, touch- 
ing the ownership and value of intangible personal property, money and 
income, and the reports of purchases of merchants, refuse when sum- 
moned to attend or refuse to answer under oath all questions touching 
the ownership and value of such intangible personal T)roperty, money and 
income, and the reports of purchases of merchants, such taxpayer, agent, 
or other person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
liable to a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred 
dollars, and each day's refusal to attend or failure to furnish such in- 
formation shall constitute a separate offense. 

Any person refusing, when called upon by the local board of review 
or the examiner of records, to furnish access to his books of account, 
papers and other records, as required by this act, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and shall be liable to a fine of not less than ten 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virgirda: Tax Laws. 11 



dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and each day's failure to 
furnish such access shall constitute a separate offense. 

10. Nothing in this act shall in any way abridge or change the 
duties and powers now conferred by law upon the Auditor of Public 
Accounts relating to the assessment and collection of the revenue of the 
State, and he shall continue to exercise all the powers now conferred 
upon him by law relative to the assessment and collection of the State 
revenue; and his instructioni^ to officers, so far as the same are author- 
ized by law, shall be carried out subject to the penalty prescribed by 
la-w for failure to carry out his instructions. 

11. The several commissioners of the revenue shall, on or before 
the first day of June of ea^ch year, return the personal property interroga- 
tories of taxpayers relating to tangible and intangible personal prop- 
erty, money and incomes, to the local boards of review. 

12. The examiner of records shall, upon the valuations added as 
a result of his investigations and examinations of the returns of in- 
tangible personal property and incomes of taxpayers, not returned by 
them, in counties, cities and towns; receive commissions at the rate of 
one-4;enth of one per centum on the first million dollars of such addi- 
tions, and upon the) next four million dollars of additional valuations of 
intangible personal property and incomes, he shall receive commission at 
tlie rate of one-thirtieth of one per centum; and upon the valuations in 
excess of five million dollars added to the returns of intangible personal 
property and incomes of taxpayers, he shall receive commissions at the 
rate of one-fiftieth of one per centum. Upon valuations of money added 
as a result of his investigations and examinations, the examiner of rec- 
ords shall receive commissions at the rate of one-fiftieth of one per 
centum on such valuation; and upon additions to purchases of merchants, 
not returned by them, he shall receive commissions at the rate of five 
per centum on the increase in the license taxes paid by the merchants 
resulting from the increase in purchases; provided, however, the exam- 
iner of records shall refund and pay into the treasury the compensation 
paid him on all property and taxable values hereafter reported by him 
that shall be relieved of taxes erroneously assessed thereon, and the 
compensation paid them on all property and taxable values upon which 
the taxes hereafter assessed under this section are not collected and are 
returned delinquent, and shall be liable therefor under the bond re- 
quired by law to be executed. 

(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

lievies fixed by Board of Supervisors to be reported to, and published, 
etc., by State Tax Board. 

AN ACT to require certified copies of the orders of boards of supervisors 
fixing levies sent to the State advisory board of taxation, the com- 
pilation and printing of a table from said orders, and the tables, 
so compiled and printed, furnished upon application. Approved 
March 22, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
clerk of the board of supervisors of each county shall send to the State 
advisory board on taxation a certified copy of the order, fixing and 
ordering county levies and levying school taxes, as authorized and em- 
powered to be made by section eight hundred and thlrty-three-a of the 
Code of Virginia and acts amendatory thereof, within fifteen days after 
the date of the entry of said orders. 

That the State advisory board on taxation, as soon as the said certi- 
fied copies of the said orders have been received, shall from said orders 
compile and cause to be printed a table showing the levy for each county 
and the school tax levy for each district in each county. 
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3. That the State board of taxation shall furnish to any firm, cor- 
poration or individual, resdding or doing business in this State, upon 
application in writing, a copy or copies of the said table. 

(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Segref^ation Act. 

AN ACT to segregate, for the purpose of taxation, pursuant to section 
169 of the Constitution of Virginia, the several kinds and classes 
of property so as to specify and determine upon what subjects 
State taxes, and upon what subjects local taxes may be levied, and 
to provide for the continuance for the year 1915, and until other- 
wise provided by law, of the present State school tax of ten cents 
on every one hundred dollars of the assessed value of real estate 
and tangible personal property; and to repeal an act entitled "An 
act to segregate for the purposes of taxation, pursuant to section 
169 of the Constitution of Virginia, the several kinds and classes 
of property so as to specify and determine upon what subjects State 
taxes, and upon what subjects local taxes may be levied, and to 
provide for the continuance for the year 1915, of the present State 
school tax of ten cents on every one hundred dollars of the assessed 
value of real estate and tangible personal property," approved Feb- 
ruary 16, 1915. Approved March 15, 1915. 

Whereas, in the judgment of this "General Assembly the interests of 
the Commonwealth will be promoted by putting into operation at the 
earliest date practicable a plan of complete segregaition of the subjects 
of taxation so as to specify and determine upon what subjects State taxes 
and upon what subjects local taxes may be levied, and 

Whereas, it is now impossible, in view of the re--assessment of real 
estate to be made this year in pursuance of constitutional provision, to 
make an accurate estimate of the probable revenues hereafter to be de- 
rived by the cities and counties from real estate, and it is likewise im- 
possible at this time to make an accurate estimate of the amount to be 
derived by the State from taxable intangible personal property under 
the plan of complete segregation contemplated as an ultimate result of 
this act, and 

Whereas, the next G-eneral Assembly, under the temporary plan of 
partial segregation herein provided for, and after the reassessment of 
real estate to be made this year under the provisions of the Constitution, 
will be able to determine with accuracy how complete segregation may 
be accomplished without embarrassment incident to uncertainty of State 
and local revenues, and 

Whereas, in the opinion of this General Assembly it is expedient to 
continue until the next session of the General Assembly the present levy 
of State taxes for school purposes, in order to provide against any tem- 
porary loss in the State's revenue incident to the readjustment of its tax 
system; now, therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, pursuant to 
the provisions of section one hundred and sixty-nine of the Constitution 
of Virginia, all taxable real estate and all taxable tangible personal 
property as enumerated in section six in schedule '^B" of an act entitled 
an act to raige revenue for the support of the government, and public 
free schools, to pay the interest on the public debt and to provide a 
special tax for pensions, as authorized by section one hundred and eighty- 
nine of the Constitution, approved April sixteenth, nineteen hundred and 
three, also the tangible personal property of public service corporations 
(except rolling stock of corporations operating railroads by steam) be, 
and the same are hereby, segregated and made subject to local taxation 
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only; provided, however, that there shall be continued for the year 
nineteen hundred and fifteen and until otherwise changed by law, the 
present State school tax of ten cents on every one hundred dollars of 
the assessed value of said real estate and tangible personal property, 
which tax shall be applied to the support of the public free schools for 
the equal benefit of all of the people of the State and to be apportioned 
on a basis of school population; and pursuant to the said provisions of 
the Constitution all insurance taxes and licenses on insurance companies 
and all taxable intangible personal property, rolling stock of all cor- 
porations operating railroads by steam, and all other classes of property 
not hereinbefore specifically enumerated in this act, be and the same 
are hereby segreigated and made subject to State taxation only; "pro- 
vided that nothing herein contained eihSiU prevent any city from levy* 
ing a tax upon said segregated intangible personal property assessed 
to the residents therein at a rate not to exceed thirty cents upon the 
one hundred dollars of assessed valuation thereof; nor to prevent the 
boards of supervisors of any county from levying a district road tax on 
all said segregated intangible personal property assessed to the resi- 
dents in the magisterial district proposed to be taxed for district pur- 
poses to be used exclusively for the construction and repair of roads 
located within the magisterial district in which said levy is laid at a 
rate not to exceed thirty cents on the one hundred dollars of assessed 
valuation thereof (but this clause shall not be construed to authorize 
the board of supervisors of any county to levy such tax against the 
residents of an incorporated town which maintains its own roads, which 
town is located within such magisterial district), nor to prevent any 
incorporated town in this State which is exemi)t by statute or by the 
express provisions of its charter from the payment of district road taxes, 
or which maintains its own roads free of expense to the magisterial dis^ 
trict in which it is located from levying and collecting a tax on all said 
segregated intangible personal property assessed to residents therein at 
a rate not to exceed thirty cents on the hundred dollars of assessed 
valuation thereof;" except that the capital of merchants shall not be 
subject to State taxation, but may be taxed locally as prescribed by law; 
and the shares of stock of banks, banking associations, and other insti- 
tutions enumerated in section seventeen in schedule "D** of the act 
aforesaid, which shares of stock shall be taxed as provided by law. 

Sec. 2. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916). The value 
of all of the real and personal properties mentioned in this act shall be 
ascertained and determined, and the taxes, local and State, shall be ex- 
tended on the values thereof in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2-a. On the real estate and personal property, or other taxes 
assessed or extended for local purposes, and heretofore assessed for 
State purposes, the commissioners of the revenue shall be paid by the 
cities, counties or towns not less than the commissions now allowed by 
law for the assessment of State taxes. 

2-b. On the real estate, personal property, public service corpora- 
tions, or other taxes heretofore received by the State but hereafter to be 
collected for local purposes, the treasurers of cities, counties and towns 
ghall be paid by the cities, counties and towns the same commissions as 
now allowed by law for the collection of State revenue; provided, that 
if there is a collector of taxes in any city, of over fifty thousand in- 
habitants, the said commissions shall not be paid the treasurer of such 
city on taxes collected by such city collector. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

3. The provisions of this act shall apply to the assessment and col- 
lection of State taxes and local levies for the year nineteen hundred and 
fifteen, and thereafter until otherwise provided by law. 

4. Be it further enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, that 
an act entitled "an act to segregate, for the purposes of taxation, pur- 
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suant to section one hundred and sixty-nine of the Constitution of Vir- 
ginia, the several kinds and classes of property so as to specify and 
determine upon w^at subjects State taxes and upon what subjects local 
taxes may be levied, and to provide for the continuance for the year 
nineteen hundred and fifteen, of the present 'State school tax of ten cents 
on every one hundred dollars of the assessed value of real estate and 
tangible personal property," approved February sixteenth, nineteen hun- 
dred and fifteen, be and the eame is hereby repealed. 

5. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

Taxes on lands and lots, gronnd rents and rent charge. 

On tracts of lands and lots, and the Improvements thereon, not 
exempt from taxation, ground rents and rent charge, there shall be a tax 
of ten cents on every hundred dollars of the assessed value thereof, 
which sihall be applied to the support of the public free schools of the 
State. Segregation Act, approved March fifteenth, nineteen hundred and 
fifteen. 
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AN ACT to raise revenue for the support of the government and public 
free schools, and to pay the interest on the public debt, and to pro-^ 
Tide a special tax for pulsions as authorized by section 189 of the 
Constitution. Approved April 16, 1903. 

1. Be ift enacted by tflie <3eneral Assembly of Virginia, That the 
taxes on personis, property, and incomes for the year commencing the 
first day of February, nineteen hundred and three, and each year there- 
after, and on licenses to transact business shall be as follows: 

Classification of persons and pertonal property. 

3. The taxable subjects shall be classified by schedules as follows — 
to- wit: 

SCHJ^DUIiE A. 

4. The classification under schedule A shall be as follows — to-wit: 
First. The number of white male inhabitants who have attained 

the age of twenty-one years, except those pensioned by this State for 
military services. 

Second. The number of colored male inhabitants who have at* 
tained the age of twenty-one years, except those pensioned by this State 
for military services. 

Tax on persons. 

5. Upon every male person, classified in schedule A, there shall 
be a tax of one dollar and fifty cents, bf which one dollar shall be for 
aid of the public free schools, and fifty cents shall be returned and paid 
into the treasury of the county or city in which it shall have been col- 
lected. 

SCHEDULiE B. 

Sec. 6. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1910.) The classi- 
fication under schedule B shall be as follows: 

Tangible personal property. 

(1) The aggregate number of horses, mules, asses, and jennets^ 
and the value thereof. 

(2) The number of cattle, and the value thereof. 

(3) The number of sheep and goats, and the value thereof. 

(4) The number of hogs, and the value thereof. 

(5) The aggregate number and value of all family carriages, stage 
coaches, carts, wagons, carry-logs, spring wagons, carryalls, gigs, bug- 
gies, sleighs, automobiles, bicycles, and vehicles of like kinds, to either 
of those numerated. 

(6) The aggregate value of all books and pictures, except so far 
as the same are exempt by law. 

(7) The aggregate value of all tools of mechanics. 

(8) The aggregate value of all farming implements. 

(9) The aggregate value of all felled timber, railroad ties, tele- 
graph, telephone or electric light poles, piles, mine props, cord wood, 
hoop-poles, staves, and bark which has been felled for sale by other than 
the owner of the land upon which it has been felled within twelve months 
preceding the first day of February of each year. 
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(10) The number of watches and clocks, and the value thereof. 

(11) The asirregate number and value of pianofortes, melodeons, 
harps, organs, and musical instruments of all kinds. 

(13) The aggrega;te value of all houseihold and kitclien furniture. 

(14) The aggregate value of gold and silver plate, plated ware, 
•diamonds, cameos, or other precious stones or precious metale used as 
ornaments or jewelry, not including such subjects as are embraced in 
any other number of this schedule. 

(15) The aggregate value of grain, tobacco, and other agricultural 
productions in the liamds or possession, legal or constructive, of a pur- 
chaser. 

(16) The number of boats or water crafts under five tons burthen, 
used for business or pleasure, and the aggregate value thereof. 

(17) The number of all shipe, tugboats, barges, boats, or other 
water crafts of five tons burthen and over, and all other floating prop- 
erty not required to be assessed by the State Corporation Commission, 
used for business or pleasure, and the aggregate value thereof, with 
their tackle, rigginig, and furniture and all else that pertains to them, or 
of any share or interest therein, though the said ships, or other waAer 
craft, or any of them, may not be, at the time when the assessments are 
made, in the waters of Virginia. 

(18) The aggregate value of all shot-guns, rifles, muskets, and 
other fire-arms, bowie knives, dirks, and all weapons of a similar kind; 
provided, that all fire-arms issued by the State to members of volunteer 
companies, or for purposes of police, shall not be listed for taxation. 

(19) The value of all seines, pound nets, fykes, weirs, or other de- 
Tices for catching fi^. 

(20) The value of all toll bridges, turnpikes and ferries, except 
«team ferries, owned and operated by a chartered company. 

(21) The value of all poles, wire, switchboards, et cetera, tele- 
phone or telegraph instruments, apparatus, et cetera, owned by any per- 
.son, firm, or association or company (not incorporated). 

(22) The aggregate value of all other tangible personal property 
not specifically enumerated in this or other schedules, and not exempt 
from taxation; provided, that grain, tobacco, and other agricultural pro- 
ductions in the hands of a producer of the same are hereby declared 
exempt from taxation as property under this schedule. 

Taxes on tangiSfe personal property. 

7. On all personal property mentioned in this schedule there shall 
be a tax of ten cents on every hundred dollars of the assessed value 
thereof, which shall be applied to the support of the public free schools 
of this State. Segregation Act, approved March 15, 1915. 

Personal property in choses in action, et cetera. (Intangible personal 

property.) 

8. (As amended by act approved March 20, 1916.) The classifica- 
tion under "schedule C" shall be as follows: 

First: Bonds (except bonds of the United States), notes, and other 
evidences of debt, including bonds of other States than Virginia, bonds 
of counties, cities and towns located outside of the State of Virginia, 
bonds of railroad and canal companies and other corporations, bonds of 
individuals and all demand® and claims, however evidenced, whether se- 
cured by mortgage, deed of trust, judgment, or otherwise, or not so 
secured. 

The commissioner shall require each person, natural or artificial, re- 
siding in hi^ district, city or town, to make out and deliver to said com- 
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missioner a list in detail of the date, amount for whidh originally given, 
but not the name of the debtor, the dates and amounte of the credits 
thereon, the balance due, and the time of payment of all bonds, notes 
and other evidences of debt owing to such person in excess of one hundred 
dollars, and a statement of the aggregate amount of all bonds, notes, 
and other evidences of debt under one hundred dollars each. The audi- 
tor of public accounts eliall furnish the necessary blanks for such lists 
and statements to the commissioner of the revenue. 

This list and statement shall be signed and sworn to by the taxpayer 
before the commissioner of the revenue or some notary public, or some 
person authorized to administer oaths, who shall certify that said list 
was signed and sworn to before him. The commissioner shall sign the 
lists and determine the value of the bonds, notes, and other evidences 
of debt therein enumerated, subject to an appeal from his valuation to 
the circuit, county or corporation court.' The said list and statement 
shall include bonds of railroad and canal companies, bonds of counties, 
cities, towns, located outside of the State of Virginia, and bonds of other 
States and corporations, bonds of individuals, and all demands and claims, 
however evidenced, whether due or not, from debtors residing out of or 
within the State, city or county, whether secured by a deed of trust or 
by judgments or not, deducting from the aggregate amount thereof all 
such bonds, demands or claims not otherwise deducted owing to others 
as such principal debtor, and not as guarantor, endorser or surety; but 
not deducting any money that may be due to others on account of the 
purchase of securities which are nontaxable; but no bond, demand or 
claim constituting a part of the capital as defined in this act of the busi- 
ness done out of this State, or any capital used by any merchant or 
manufacturer, and taxed under this act shall be included in this section. 
No credit shall be given for debts due nor deductions made unless such 
taxpayer shall append to said list an inventory showing the persons and 
address to whom said demands or debts are owing and the amount of 
each. 

The list and statement herein provided for shall be delivered by said 
commissioner to the clerk of the circuit, county or corporation court of 
his county or city, who shall file the same in his office, properly labeled, 
keeping the list for each year separate. If any person, firm or corpora- 
tion shall, with a view to evade the payment of taxes, fail or refuse to 
make out and deliver under oath such list and statement as herein pro- 
vided for of any such bonds, notes. or other evidences of debt, then the 
omitted evidences of debt shall not be recoverable by action at law or suit 
in equity in any of the courts of this Commonwealth or by any legal 
process, or by sale under deed of trust, or otherwise, until they shall 
have been reported for assessment, and the taxes paid thereon for the 
years that they should have been paid, with an addition of fifty per 
centum of the amount of said unpaid taxes; and the' failure to make 
out such list and statement to the said commissioner shall be taken as 
prima facie evidence of the intention to so evade payment of taxes. 

But where in any action at law or suit in equity it is ascertained 
that there are unpaid taxes and penalties on the evidence of debt souglit 
to be enforced, and the suitor makes affidavit that he is unable to pay 
these taxes and penalty, but is willing for the same to be paid out of 
the first recovery on the evidence of debt, the court shall have authority 
to enter as a part of any judgment or decretal order in said proceedings 
that the amount of taxes and 'penalties due and owing shall be paid to 
the proper officer out of the first collection on said judgment or decree. 

Second. All capital of persons, firms and corporations employed in 
a trade or business not otherwise taxed; and, in case of a corporation 
when all of such capital is taxed by .this State, the shares of its stock in 
the hands of individual shareholders shall not be further taxed for State 
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purposes. But real estate beloaging to such persons, firms and corpora- 
tions shall not be held to be capital, but 0hall be listed and taxed as real 
estate. 

"Capital," as used in the tax laws, ©hall be construed "net assets/' 
as hereinafter defined. 

"Net assets" with reference to persons, firms and corporations en- 
gaged in a business subject by tlit) laws of this State to a tax on capital, 
©hall be construed to mean the gross assets of such person, firm, com- 
pany or corporation less such deductions as are hereinafter set out. 

The gross assets are defined as follows: 

(1) The money realized from the sale of shares of stock or the 
money adventured in the business. 

(2) The inventory of stock on hand. 

(3) All raw materials for use in the business whether at the place 
of business, in storage, or elsewhere. 

(4), Accounts receivable. 

(5) Bills receivable. 

(6) All machinery and tools not taxed as real estate. 

(7) Money on hand and on deposit. 

(8) All other property of any kind whatsoever, including all choses 
in action, equities, demands and claims. 

The deductions which may be allowed In ascertaining "net assets" 
are as follows: 

(1) iSalaries due officers and employees on the pay roll. 

(2) Interest charges due and accrued. 

( 3 ) Money borrowed represented by notes or other obligations con- 
tracted within the period of six months prior to February first, may be 
allowed as a further reduction, provided that all money so borrowed 
can be clearly shown to be represented by property enumerated in the 
return of gross assets. 

The excess of the gross assets over the deductions, as above defined. 
Shall be deemed and treated as "net assets" which ^hall, wherever the 
laws of this State require a tax on capital, be taxed at the rate of seventy 
cents per hundred. 

When the amount of such aforesaid borrowed money and other 
deductions are in excess of the "net assets" as hereinbefore defined, then 
such excess shall be assessed and taxed as capital. 

Every person, firm and corporation engaged in a business whose 
capital is subject by the laws of this State to taxation, is hereby required 
to keep accounts showing the above items, which shall at all times be 
open to the inspection of the commissioners of the revenue, the exam- 
iners of records, local boards ^)f review, and the State advisory board 
on taxation; and every such person, firm or corporation shall be required 
to make a return under oaUh to the commissioner of the revenue, on 
forms prescribed by the Auditor of Public Accounts, showing the items of 
gross assets as above defined, and also the items, of deductions as above 
defined, and shall also furnish a list under oath to the commissioner 
of revenue giving the names, addresses and amounts of all indebtedness 
deducted as authorized above, and shall further certify that such in- 
debtedness was made in the usual course of business and is represented 
In the gross assets returned as above. 

Nothing herein shall prevent cities and towns of this Common- 
wealth from imposing a license tax on merchants, mercantile firms or 
corporations, based on their purchases or otherwise, in pursuance of 
their respective charters, or of the general laws of the State for the 
government of cities and towns. 

Where any person, firm or corporation domiciled and doing business 
in this State maintains a branch of such business outside of this State, 
no part of the capital of sudh person, firm or corporation permanently 
invested in any such branch of its business, nor any intangible assets. 
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arising from business originating at any such branch and transacted out- 
side of this State, shall be considered as situated in this State for the 
purpose of taxation or be assessed with taxes in this State, — any statutory 
provisions or rule of construction to the contrary notwithstanding — ^it 
being the intent and purpose of this provision to exact of citizens of this 
State no higher or greater tax than that exacted of non-iesidents doing 
business in this State. 

Third: The value of the principal or personal estate and credits 
other than money under the control of a court receiver or commissioner, 
in pursuance of an order, Judgment or decree of any court, or in the 
liands or under the control of an executor, administrator, guardian, trus- 
tee, agent, or other fiduciary; and the principal of personal estate and 
credits other than money deposited to the credit of any suit and not in 
tlie hands of a receiver or other fiduciary. 

Fourth : All money other than money used or employed in any trade 
or business not otherwise taxed on deposit with any bank or other cor- 
poration or firm or persons, or in the possession or under control of 
the owner, whether such money be actually in or out of this State and 
belonging to a citizen of this State, which shall include certificates of 
deposit of any bank, banking association, trust or security company; 
provided, that money as herein defined shall not be liable to taxation by 
any of the counties, cities, towns, school districts or other local sub- 
divisions of this State. All money under the control of a court receiver 
or commissioner in pursuance of an order, judgment or decree of any 
court or in the hands or under the control of an executor, administrator, 
guardian, trustee, agent, or other fiduciary; and all moneys deposited to 
the credit of any suit, and not in the hands of a receiver or other fi- 
duciary. 

Fifth: All shares of stock of corporations or joint stock compa- 
nies, except such corporations and joint stock companies all of whose 
capital is taxed by this State, or which pay a franchise tax in this State, 
and banks, banking associations, trust and security companies, and in- 
surance companies, which are otherwise taxed in this State. 

Sixth: All bonds of counties, cities and towns, or other political 
sub-divisiona of this State. 

(The provisions of this section as amended apply to the assessment 
for 1916 and thereafter.) 

Taxes on personal property in choses in action, etc. . (Intangible per- 
sonal property.) 

Section 9. (As amended by act approved March 20, 1916.) The 
taxes on intangible personal property shall be as follows: 

On all property embraced in classes one, three and five in this 
schedule, there shall be a tax of sixty-five cents on every hundred dollars 
of the assessed value thereof, and on all property embraced in class two 
of this schedule, there shall be a tax of seventy cents on every hundred 
dollars of the assessed value thereof, which shall be paid into the State 
treasury and applied to the payment of the expenses of the government. 
And any city in this State may levy a tax on such property assessed to 
residents therein at a rate not to exceed thirty cents on the one hundred 
dollars on the assessed valuation thereof; and the board of supervisors 
of any county may levy a district road tax on such property assessed to 
residents in any magisterial district proposed to be taxed for district 
purposes to be used exclusively for the construction and repair of pub- 
lic roads and bridges located within the magisterial district in which 
said levy is laid at a rate not to exceed thirty cents on the one hundred 
dollars of assessed valuation thereof, but this clause shall not be con- 
sidered to authorize the board of supervisors of any county to levy such 
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tax against the residents of any incorporated town within such magis- 
terial district which maintains its own roads; and any incorporated town 
in this State which is exempt by statute or by the express provisions of 
its charter frem the payment of district road taxes, or which maintains 
its own roads, free of expense to the magisterial district, may levy a 
tax on such property assessed to residents therein at a rate not to ex- 
ceed thirty cents on the one hundred dollars of assessed valuation thereof. 

On all property embraced in class four in this schedule the tax 
shall be as provided by law. On all property embraced in class six in 
this schedule there shall be a tax of thirty-five cents on every one hun- 
dred dollars of the assessed value thereof, which shall be paid into the 
treasury of the State. Provided, however, that from and out of the tax 
on all such property paid to and retained by the State for the expenses 
of the State government there shall be set aside ten cents on every 
hundred dollars of the assessed value thereof, which shall be applied to 
the support of the public free schools of this State. Provided, further, 
however, that in the event any taxpayer shall fail, without just cause 
shown, to return for taxation any intangible personal property under 
the provisions of this schedule within the time prescribed by law, and 
it is ascertained thereafter that any such property has not been returned 
for taxation, it shall be assessed when discovered, and taxed at the full 
rate of taxation provided for real estate in this State, which shall include 
the State rate and the local ratee and levies of the county, district, town 
or city wherein the owner or taxpayer has his legal residence. The 
provisions of section eight and of this section of this schedule shall apply 
with equal force to any person or corporation representing in this State 
business interest that may claim a domicile elsewhere, the intent and 
purpose being that no non-resident person or corporation, either per- 
sonally or through any agents shall transact business here without paying 
to the State a corresponding tax with that exacted of its own citizens 
and all bills receivable, obligations or credits and other intangible assets 
arising from the business done in this State are hereby declared assess- 
able within this State and at the business domicile of said non-resident 
person or corporation, his or its agent or representative. 

(The provisions of this section as amended apply to the assessment 
for 1916 and thereafter.) 

Corporations doing no business in Virginia — intangible property — sitos 

for taxation. 

AN ACT relating to the situs for taxation of intangible property owned 
by corporations which do no business in this State. Approved 
March 22, 1916. 

Whereas, certain corporations have been organized under the laws 
of Virginia, and it is anticipated that certain others will be organized 
thereunder, which do no business within this State; therefore 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That no li- 
cense tax nor ad valorem taxes, 'State or local, shall be imposed upon 
the stocks, bonds, investments, capital or other intangible property owned 
by corporations organized undei^ the laws of this State which do no part 
of their business within this State; and the mere holding of stockholders 
meetings in this State by such corporations required by law, shall not be 
construed as doing any business in this State within the meaning of this 
act; provided, however, that if while any such intangible property is 
subject to any taxation under the laws of this State, it be assigned or 
transferred to any such corporation, such property shall continue to be 
subject to all taxation now or hereafter imposed by law just as if such 
assignment or transfer had not been made. All liens on such property 
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for taxes now or hereafter provided for by law are hereby preserved, 
and such taxes may be assessed either against the assignor or the a4»- 
signee, and however assessed may be collected of either by any of the 
methods now or hereafter provided for by law. 

(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

MONEY. 

The General Assembly by act approved January 29, 1914, segre- 
gated for taxation by the State alone "money on deposit with any bank 
or other corporation or firm or person, or in possession or under the 
control of the owner whether such money be actually in or out of this 
State, and belonging to a citizen of this State." 

Tlie act is as follows: 

AN ACT to provide for the segregation of the tax upon money on de- 
pc^it, or otherwise, and to make it liable to taxation by the "State 
alone, and to fix the rate of such taxation. Approved January 29, 
1914. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That in pur- 
suance* of the provisions of section one hundred and sixty-nine of the 
Constitution of Virginia, money on deposit with any bank or other cor- 
poration, or firm or person, or in the possession or under the control 
of the owner, whether such money be actually in or out of this State 
and belonging to a citizen of this State, is hereby segregated and made 
subject of taxation by the State of Virginia only, and shall not be liable 
to taxation by any of the cities, towns or counties, school districts, and 
other local sub-divisions of this State. 

2. The total rate of such segregated taxation on such money on 
deposit or otherwise shall be twenty cents on the one hundred dollars, 
one-half of which Shall be applied to the support of the government, and 
one-half of which shall be applied to the support of the public free 
schools of the State. The ten cents to be applied to the public free 
schools shall be and is hereby appropriated as a special fund to the 
primary or grammar schools of the State. 

3. Money belonging to any county, magisterial district, city or 
town in this Commonwealth is hereby declared to be exempt from taxa- 
tion and ^all not be assessed under this act, nor shall any other money 
now exempt by law from taxation or which is otherwise taxed be assessed 
under the provisions of this act. 

4. Money in the hands of fiduciaries, which is now required by law 
to be reported to the commissioners of the revenue by the examiners of 
record, shall be reported as now required by law and when so reported 
shall be assessed by the commissioners at the same rate as provided in 
section two of this act. 

Notes by Auditor Public Accounts for information of taxpayers and 
commissioners of the revenue. 

Commissioners of the revenue not authorized to assess money as 
follows: 

Money of a person, firm or corporation actively used and employed 
in business as a merchant, because the money so employed is a part of 
the merchants' capital and the State instead of taxing a merdhant on 
capital requires the payment of a license tax based on purchases. 

Money of a person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of 
manufacturing, because the money so employed is a part of the capital 
of the manufacturer and is required by law to be assessed as capital. 
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Money belonging to any railroad, canal, telephone, telegraph, water, 
heat, light, power, express or steamboat corporation, because money 
belonging to such corporations is assessable by the 'State Corporation 
Commission. 

Money deposited in any Na/tional or State bank, security or trust 
company which is the property of another National bank, State bank, 
trust or security company, because such money is a part of the capital 
of the bank, trust or security company making the deposit, and their 
capital is not taxable, because In lieu of taxing the capital the State 
imposes a tax on the shares of stock owned by their stockholders. 

Money belonging to the United States Government, State of Virginia, 
any county, magisterial district, city or town in this State, because all 
such money is exempt from taxation. 

The provisions of this act require the assessment of money owned 
by a taxpayer of this State even though it is out of this "State on deposit 
or in the custody of a person, firm, bank or other corporation outside of 
this State. If the money is a loan evidenced by a bond, note, duebill or 
other evidence of debt, then such bond, note, bill or other evidence of 
debt, if owned by a taxpayer of this State, must not be assessed as money 
under act of January 29th, 1914, but must be assessed as bonds, notes, 
etc., are assessed under section eight of the tax laws, at sixty-five cents 
on the one hundred dollars valuation for State purposes and with county, 
district, town and city levies imposed thereon. 

SCHEDUIiE D. 
Tax on income. 

Sec. 10. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) The 
classification under schedule D providing for the taxation of income shall 
be as follows, to-wit: 

The aggregate amount of income of each person or corporation, 
whether received or due but not received within the year next preceding 
the first of January in each year, subject to the deductions and exemp- 
tions herein below recited. 

Income shall include. 

1st. All rents, except ground rents or rents charge, salaries, wages, 
fees or compensation of whatever kind from professions, vocations or 
other services^ 

2d. All interest upon notes, bonds, or other evidences of debt of 
every description, including those of other States or other countrieis (ex- 
cept bonds of this State and bonds of the United States), of any corpo- 
ration, company, partnership, firm or individual, all dividends derived 
from stocks or other evidences of ownership or interest in property, but 
not including dividends paid in stock; all royalties derived from mines, 
patents, copyriglits, or the possession or use of franchises or legalized 
privileges . of any kind; and all annuities from invested funds or trusts; 
provided, that the proceeds of life insurance policies paid upon the death 
of the person insured or payments made by or credited to the insured on 
life insurance, endowment, or annuity contracts, upon the return thereof 
to the insured at the maturity of the term mentioned in the contract, 
or upon surrender of contract, shall not be included as income. 

3d. All profits from earnings of any partnership or business done 
in or out of Virginia, due and paid or accrued, whether apportioned in 
any manner or not; and all profits derived from the^sale of real or per- 
sonal estate. 

4th. The amount of sales of live stock and meat of all kinds less 
the actual purchase price of live stock the sales of which are reported as 
income. 
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5th. Th€ amouat of sales of wood, butter, cheese, hay, tobacco, 
grain and other vegetables and agricultural productions during the pre- 
ceding year, whether the same was grown during the preceding year or 
not, less all sums paid for taies, and for labor, fences, feed, fertilizers 
and seed purchased and used upon the land upon which the vegetables 
and agricultural productions were grown or produced, and the rent of 
said land paid by said persons, if he be not the owner thereof. 

6th. All other gains and profits derived from any source whatever. 

There shall be exempt from taxation under this schedule income of 
each taxpayer as follows: 

(a) To an individual income up to and including the sum of twelve 
hundred dollars. 

(b) To husband and wife, income up to and including the sum of 
eighteen hundred dollars. 

(c) For each unmarried natural or legally adopted child under 
the age of twenty-one years the sum of two hundred dollars. 

Provided, that only one deduction of the specified sums aforesaid 
shall be made from the aggregate income of any family except that 
suardians may make a separate deduction of twelve hundred dollars in 
favor of each ward, out of income coming to such ward. 

In addition to the foregoing exemptions, there shall be deducted from 
the income of the persons or corporation assessed the following: 

1. The actual amount paid during the year for repairs to buildings, 
the rent of which is reported as income, all interest on existing personal 
indebtedness, all taxes, and all fire insurance premiums due and paid 
during the year. 

2. All necessary expenses actually paid in carrying on any indi- 
vidual or corporation business, not including personal, living or family 
expenses, paid during the year, and not including books, tools, instru- 
ments, machinery, appliances, furniture or fixtures or other taxable prop- 
erty purchased, whether used in connection with the business or not. 

3. All losses of property and such as are incurred in lawful busi- 
ness, actually sustained during the year, and not compensated for by in- 
surance or otherwise. 

4. All debts due to the taxpayer actually ascertained to be worth- 
less and actually charged off within the year. 

The auditor shall prepare and furnish to the commissioners of the 
revenue necessary forms of interrogatories for the assessment of the in- 
come tax separate and distinct from other forms of interrogatories. 

Each individual wliose income is taxable under this section shall 
report profits and dividends received from any business in which the in- 
dividual is interested or owns stock, showing the source from which re- 
ceived and the amount received, but he shall not be taxable on those 
profits and dividends, provided sucfh profits and dividends are reported 
for assessment by the person, or corporation, conducting the business; 
otherwise the individual shall be taxable on such profits and dividends 
as income. 

Sec. 11. On income, as defined in this schedule, the tax shall be 
one per centum, and no city, town or county shall levy or assess any tax 
on income for municipal or county purposes, and any provision of any 
city or town charter in confiict with this act is hereby repealed; provided 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as imposing an income tax 
on any part of the receipts of any public service corporation which are 
now subject to a State franchise tax upon such receipts, or on insurance 
companies which pay a State license tax on gross premiums, or on State 
and national banks or trust companies* engaged in the banking business. 

(The provisions of sections 10 and 11 as amended apply to the 
assessment and collection of the State income tax for the year nineteen 
hundred and sixteen and thereafter until otherwise provided for.) 
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Deduction in income for legally ad<^ted child. 

AN ACT to provide that where deductions are allowed by law in the 
assessmeiLt of income or other taxes on account of an unmarried 
child or children of the person assessed, the same allowances shall 
be made in the case of a child or children legally adopted as for 
natural children. Approved March 22, 1916. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That where de- 
ductions are allowed by law in the assessment of income or other taxes 
on account of an unmarried child or children of the person assessed, 
the same allowances shall be made in the case of a child or children 
legally adopted as for natural children, and this act shall apply to the 
assessments for the year nineteen hundred and sixteen. 

Ketums and assessments of income not to be made public; to be k^it 

tinder lock and* key. 

AN ACT to prevent undue publicity of income tax returns. Approved 

March 24, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That in 
entering the income tax returns for the year nineteen hundred and six- 
teen and every subsequent year, the commissioners of the revenue shall 
not use for such entry the property book, or any other public record book 
but shall use a special book, which shall be furnished by the auditor of 
public accounts, and such book and the return blanks containing state- 
ments of incomes shall be safely kept by the commissioners under lock 
and key except when in their personal possession, and shall not be in- 
spected by any person not officially entitled to inspect them, and the 
cofmmissioner shall not give to any person, except some other officer au- 
thorized by law. or bj^ special order of a court of competent jurisdiction 
to receive the same, any information regarding such returns. 

2. The treasurer of the several counties and cities of the State, and 
the auditor of public accounts shall keep under lock and key all lists of 
individuals paying the tax upon incomes and shall not permit the same 
to be inspected, except by officers of the State or of the United States; 
provided, that in the event the United States government allows this 
State's officials to examine its income tax returns, then this State shall 
allow an inspection of its income tax returns by proper officials of the 
United States government, whose official duties require them to make 
such inspection; nor shall they give any information to any other persons 
than those hereinbefore enumerated except in obedience to a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

4. An emergency existing by reason of the approaching assessment 
of income taxes, affecting the privacy of same as herein provided for, this 
act shall be in force from its passage. 

ON BUSINESS AND OTHER SUBJECTS. 

Tax on wills and administrations. 

Sec. 12. (As amended by act approved March 25, 1914). On the 
probate of every will or grant of administration, not exempt by law, 
there shall be a tax of one dollar, where the estate, real or personal or 
mixed, passing by such will or by intestacy of the decedent, shall not ex- 
ceed one thousand dollars, and for every additional one hundred dollars. 
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or fraction of one hundred, an additional tax of ten cents; and no one 
shall be permitted to qualify and act as executor or administrator until 
said tax shall have been paid, and should it thereafter appear that on the 
probate of said will or grant of admini<9tration the estate has been under- 
valued, the commissioner of aocounta before whom the appraisement is 
directed to be filed, shall report such fact to the court, whereupon the 
said tax shall forthwith be paid to the cleilc of the court in which said 
will was admitted to probate or letters of administration granted, and 
said estate shall not be distributed until such inventory has been filed 
and the tax paid. 

When an estate is committed to a sherifF to be administered, he shall 
be required to pay said tax as soon as sufficient assets of said estate shall 
have come into his hands; provided, that said tax shall be charged only 
upon the value of such estate — real, personal, or mixed — the legal situs 
of which for taxation was in Virginia during the lifetime of the decedent. 

(5. Provided, that when a qualification of a personal representative 
of a Confederate pensioner is had for the sole purpose of obtaining from 
the State treasury the sum allowed to defray the funeral expenses of 
such deceased Confederate pen<9ioner, then, and in that event, such grant 
of administration shall be exempt from the tax imposed thereon by sec- 
tion twelve of the tax law. Act March 21, 1916, pension law). 

18. That no fees or other compensation shall be charged or re- 
ceived by any clerk, attorney, officer, or other person for any service ren- 
dered to any applicant under the provisions of this act. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Tax on deeds. 

Sec. 13. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1910). On every 
deed, except a deed exempt from taxation by law, which is admitted to 
record, the tax shall be fifty cents where the consideration of the deed 
or the actual value of the property conveyed is three hundred dollars or 
less, where the consideration of the deed or the actual value of the 
property conveyed is over three hundred dollars and does not exceed one 
thousand dollars the tax shall be one dollar; where the consideration of 
the deed or the actual valuQ of the property conveyed exceeds one thou- 
sands dollars there shall be paid ten cents additional on every hundred 
dollars or fraction thereof of such consideration or actual value; on deeds 
of trust or mortgages the tax shall be upon the amount of bonds or other 
obligations secured thereby. On deeds of trust or mortgages upon the 
works and property of a railroad or other internal improvement company, 
lying partly in this State and partly in another State, the tax shall be 
upon such proportion of ths amount of bonds or other obligations se- 
cured thereby as the number of miles of the line of such company in this 
State bears to the whole number of miles of the line of such company 
conveyed by such deed; the tax on a deed of release shall be fifty cents; 
the tax on any deed of partition among Joint tenants, tenants in common, 
or copartners, shall be fifty cents. The tax on every deed, contract or 
agreement shall be determined and be collected by the clerk in whose 
office it is first ofiTered for recordation and may thereafter be recorded in 
the office of any other clerk without the payment of any tax. 

On every contract relating to real or personal property, except as 
hereinafter provided, which is admitted to record, the tax shall be fifty 
cents where the consideration or value contracted for is three hundred 
dollars or less; where the consideration or value contracted for is over 
three hundred dollars, and does not exceed one thousand jdoUars the 
tax shall be one dollar; where the consideration or value contracted for 
exceeds one thousand dollars there shall be paid ten cents additional on 
every hundred dollars or fraction thereof of such consideration or value 
contracted for. 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 Virginia: Tax Laws, 

On every contract or agreement relating to the sale of rolling stock 
or equipment (whether the title is reserved in the vendor or not), with 
a railroad corporation, or other corporation or with a person, firm, or 
company, admitted to record, the tax shall be ten cents on every hundred 
dollars or fraction thereof, of the amount contracted for in such contract 
or agreement, except in the case of a railroad corporation lying partly 
in this State and partly in another State, in which case the tax shall be 
upon such proportion of the amount contracted for as the number of miles 
of the line of such railroad corporation in this State bears to the whole 
number of miles of line of such railroad corporation. 

Any deed, contract, or will may be recorded in th,e same clerk's 
office when the record containing such deed, contract, or will, has been 
destroyed by fire or otherwise, free of tax. 

Deeds, wills, etc., not to be admitted to record until tax is paid. 

Sec. 590. No deed or contract shall be admitted to record (except a 
deed conveying land as a site for a school house or church), no will shall 
be admitted to probate; and there shall be no grant of administration on 
the estate of any decedent, until the tax on such deed or contract, will 
or grant, is paid to the clerk. 

Deeds conveying lands to the United States not taxable. 

Sec. 19 of the Code (as amended by Acts 1910, p. 18). Land ac- 
quired by the United States exempt from taxation. The tracts, pieces or 
parcels of land acquired by the United States under the provisions of 
this chapter, or otherwise acquired for the purposes of the United States 
government, shall be exempt from all State, county and municipal tax- 
ation, so long as the United States shall be and remain the owners 
thereof, and the United States shall be exempt from any and all tax on 
deeds by which they acquire lands for public purposes. 

Tax on suits. 

14. When any original suit, whether commenced by writ or notice, 
ejectment or attachment, other than a summons to answer a sug- 
gestion, or other action, except a suit in chancery, is commenced in a 
county, circuit or corporation court, and in every case of removal or 
appeal of a cause from a justice's court to the county, circuit or cor- 
poration court, or upon any appeal from the decision of the board of 
supervisors of a county, or of an attachment issued by a justice and re- 
turnable to the county or circuit court, there shall be a tax thereon, if 
the amount of the debt or demand for damages shall not exceed five 
hundred dollars, of one dollar; and when the debt or demand for dam- 
ages exceeds five hundred dollars, there shall be an additional tax of 
ten cents for every hundred dollars, or fraction of one hundred dollars, 
of such debt or demand in excess of five hundred dollars; provided, that 
in all suits the plaintiff or his attorney may endorse upon his writ or 
notice the real amount claimed in his action, and the tax upon the said 
suit shall be fixed with reference to the amount so claimed. 

Second. Upon every appeal, writ of error, or supersedeas in a cir- 
cuit court, except as otherwise provided, there shall be a tax of three 
dollars ; and on every appeal writ of error, or supersedeas in the supreme 
court of appeals, there shall be a tax of six dollars; which, if not paid 
within thirty days from the granting of such appeal, the said appeal shall 
be dismissed. 

Third. Upon every chancery suit, originating either in a corpora- 
tion or circuit court, there shall be a tax of one dollar and fifty cents. 
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Fourth. Upon every writ of mandamus sued out of any court there 
shall be a tax of three dollars. 

15. No clerk shall issue any writ, or docket any removal or ap- 
pealed warrant, or any notice mentioned in the fourteenth section, or 
record any deed or will or grant any letter or certificate of administra- 
tion, until the tax thereon shall be paid. 

Tax on suits and seals; to whom paid. 

Sec. 588. The taxes on suits or other judicial proceedin«;s shall be 
paid to the clerks of the courts, respectively, in which such suits are 
brought or proceedings had. The tax on the seal of the State shall be 
paid to the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Record and report of taxes and public moneys collected by clerks of 

courts. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act approved March 2, 1898, entitled 

an act to prescribe the mode in which clerks of courts shall keep a 

record of all taxes and other public moneys collected by them, and 

to require them to pay the same into the treasury. Approved March 

.27, 1914. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That an acti 
approved March 3, 1898, entitled an act to prescribe the mode in which 
clerks of courts shall keep a record of all taxes and other public moneys^ 
collected by them, and to require them to pay the same into the treasury 
be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

Section 1. The auditor of public accounts be, and he hereby is, 
directed to furnish the clerk of each court of record in the Common- 
wealth, a book in which shall be entered all taxes and other money be- 
lon^ging to the Commonwealth, collected or which should be collected by 
said clerk, which said book shall be a record of the court of which he is 
clerk. The said book shall be so ruled that the taxes on deeds, suits, 
wills, administrations, et cetera, and other public money collected may be 
placed in appropriate columns. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk at the time he collects or is 
required by statute to collect any public money to enter the same upon 
said book. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the court to designate one of the 
comimissioners of the court whose duty it shall be, on the first day of 
each month, to examine said book and compare the entries made therein 
during the preceding months with the records of the court and the clerk's 
oflace, and having found the entries correct, to certify that fact below the 
last entry, stating in the certificate the aggregate amount of money em- 
braced in said entries; and the court shall allow the commissioner des- 
ignated compensation at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per day, 
payable out of the State treasury upon a sworn statement allowed by the 
court, certified to auditor of public accounts, for the services required of 
him by this act. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of each clerk, on the 28th day of Feb- 
ruary, and the 31st day of August, to make out a statement, upon forms 
prepared by the auditor of public accounts, of all taxes and other money 
belonging to the Commonwealth collected, or which should have been 
collected, by him during the preceding * six months, which statement 
having been, by the commissioner designated in the manner provided 
for in section 3 of this act, compared with the said record book shall be 
signed by said commissioner and said clerk, and be sent by said clerk to 
the auditor of public accounts, and the clerk shall, on or before the 15th 
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day of March, and on or before the 15th day of September, pay iato the 
treasury the amount collected by him, or which should have been col- 
lected by him, after deducting a commission of five per centum thereon; 
provided, the aggregate amount collected, or which should have been col- 
lected, does not exceed for the six months collections reported the sum 
of twenty-five thousand dollars, but should the amount exceed twenty- 
five thousand dollars, then the clerk shall deduct on the amount in excess 
of twenty-five thousand dollars, three per centum commission. 

Sec. 5. The provisions of this act shall not be construed to set aside 
the law requiring the clerk of any court, when he has five hundred dol- 
lars in his hands belonging to the State, to remit the same to the auditor 
of public accounts for payment into the State treasury. 

2. This act shall be in force on and after September 1, 1914. 

Gvery clerk of court to remit to auditor of public accounts when he has 
$500.00 belonging; to the Ck>mnionwealth. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act approved February 24, 1890, en- 
titled an act to require the clerk of any circuit, county, or corpora- 
tion court to remit to the auditor whenever funds due the State in 
their hands shall amount to five hundred dollars. Approved March 
27, 1914. 

1. Be it enacted by the Oeneral Assembly of Virginia, that an act 
approved February twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety, en- 
titled an act to require the clerk of any circuit, county, or corporation 
court to remit to the auditor whenever funds due the State in their 
hands shall amount to fi:^^ hundred dollars, be amended and re-enacted 
so as to read as follows: 

Every clerk of any court whenever the amount of funds in his hands 
due the Commonwealth shall amount to five hundred dollars, shall remit 
same to the auditor of public accounts by certified check made payable to 
the order of the State treasurer, or as otherwise provided by law, such 
payment to be credited to him and allowed him in the settlements he is re- 
quired by law to make with the auditor of public accounts. Any clerk 
failing to comply with the provisions of this act shall be liable to a fine of 
fifty dollars for each offense to be recovered by a motion in the circuit 
court of the city of Richmond, made by the attorney general of the State, 
at the request of the auditor of public accounts. 

2. Because this bill affects the revenue of the State an emergency 
exists, therefore this act shall be in force from its passage. 

When clerk to be suspended by court or by Judge in vacation. 

Sec. 786a, paragraph 4. If it appear that any clerk or other officer 
of any court of any county or city, charged with the collection of public 
moneys, has failed for 30 days to report and pay over, as required by 
law, to the auditor or any proper person authorized by law to receive the 
same, any funds collected by such clerk or other oflacer, then said court 
shall in like manner and after service of rule, as prescribed by section 
three of this act, suspend said clerk or other officer until such settlement 
and payment have been made by such clerk or other officer; and if said 
court, or the judge thereof, in vacation, deem it necessary, it shall ap- 
point some competent person in like manner to discharge the duties of 
such clerk or other officer until settlement and payment as aforesaid. 

Tax on seals. 

16. When the seal of the State, of a court, or notary public is affixed 
to any paper, except in the cases exempted by law, the tax shall be as 
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follo"ws: For the seal of the State, two dollars, and for the seal of a court 
or notary, one dollar, and herein shall be included a tax on a scroll or 
any impression on paper in the place of a seal, or haying the force and 
effect of a seal, and the said tax, except in the case of the seal of the 
State, shall be collected and paid in the following manner: 

All seals taxable under this act, except the seal of the State, are 
Jiereby declared illegal and of no effect, and shall not be received or 
accepted as a legal notarial or court seal in any court of the State, unless 
the same shall be superimposed upon an adhesive stamp in such manner 
as to cancel said stamp which adhesive stamp shall be supplied in the 
manner and form hereinafter provided for. 

It shall be the duty of the auditor of public accounts, by and with 
the advice of the attorney general and the treasurer of the State to cause 
to be prepared suitable adhesive stamps, of such size and design as may 
be best adapted to the purpose, and to furnish the same to the treasurer 
and county clerk of each county and the treasurer of each city in the 
State in such quantities as may be necessary, charging the said treas- 
urers and clerks on the books of his office with the said stamps at the 
rate of one dollar each. 

The several county and city treasurers and county clerks shall be 
held accountable under their official bonds for all such stamps so fur- 
nished them ih the same manner as they are now held accountable for 
State moneys or other property coming into their hands. 

It shall be the duty of the said county and city treasurers and county 
clerks at all times to keep on hand a supply of said stamps and to sell 
the same to any person wishinig to purchase them, charging therefor the 
sum of one dollar each, and for such service the several county and city 
treasurers and county clerks shall receive a commission of five per centum 
on all stamps sold. 

The treasurer of each county and city and county clerks shall report 
annually, on the first day of July, to the auditor of public accounts, the 
number of adhesive stamps sold by him during the preceding twelve 
months, and shall at once pay into the treasury the money received for 
the same, less his commission. 

All mutilated or unused stamps may be returned to the auditor of 
public accounts under such regulations as he may provide, and when so 
returned, proper credit shall be given on the book€k of his office. 

In all cases, in which no tax is required by law, the officer affixing 
the seal shall certify that it is a case in which, by the laws of Virginia, 
no tax is required upon the seal so affixed by him. 

In any case in which a tax is required upon a seal, and the officer 
afiixing the same shall fail to use the adhesive stamp herein provided for, 
or shall make a false certificate that no tax is required, he shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine of twenty dollars for 
each offense, which shall be recovered and paid as are other fines due 
the Commonwealth; and any person who makes, or knowing the same to 
be false or counterfeit, sells, uses, or has in his possession any false or 
counterfeit stamps or die for printing or making the same, which is in 
imitation of or purports to be a lawful stamp or die, or who knowingly 
procures the same to be done, shall for each offense be deemed guilty of 
a felony, and shall be imprisoned in the State penitentiary for a period of 
not less than one, nor more than five years. 

When no tax on seals to be charged. 

Sec. 589. No tax shall be charged when a seal is annexed to any 
paper or document to be used in obtaining the benefit of a pension, 
revolutionary claim, money due on account of military services or land 
bounty, under any act of Congress, or under a few of this or any other 
State, or when a seal is annexed by a notary to an affidavit or deposition. 
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Tax on banks, banklni^ associations, tmst and security companies. 

Sec. 17. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) No tar 
shall be assessed upon the capital of any bank or banking association, 
organized under the authority of this State or of the United "States, nor 
upon capital of any trust or security company chartered by this State, but 
the stockholders in such banks, banking associations, trust and security 
companies shall be assessed and taxed on their shares of stock therein. 
Each bank, banking association, trust and security company aforesaidr 
on the first day of February in each year, shall make up and return to 
the commissioner of the revenue of the county, city or town, or district in 
which said bank, bankinig association, trust or security company is lo- 
cated, a report in which shall be given the names and residences of all 
its stockholders, the number and actual value of the shares of stock held 
by each stockholder. From the total value of the shares of stock of any 
such bank, banking association, trust or security company, which shall 
be ascertained by adding together its capital, surplus and undivided 
profits, there shall be deducted the assessed value of its real estate other- 
wise taxed in this State, or if the title to the building in which any such 
bank, banking association, trust or security company does its business^ 
and the land on which it stands, is held in the name of a separate cor- 
poration, in which such bank, banking association, trust or security com- 
pany owns all or a majority of the stock, and such real estate be other- 
wise taxed in this State, then there shall be deducted from the value of 
the shares of stock of such bank such proportion of the assessed value 
of said real estate as the stock it owns in such holding corporation bears 
to the whole issue of stock in such corporation; and the actual value of 
each share of stock shall be its proportion of the remainder. The owners 
of the shares of stock of such banks, banking associations, trust or 
security companies, shall be entitled to no deduction from the taxible 
value of their shares because of the personal indebtedness of such owners, 
or for any other reason whatsoever; provided, that it is declared to be 
the purpose and intent of this section that when the affairs of any such 
bank or banking association, or trust or security company are being 
wound up under the provisions of an act approved March fifteenth, nine- 
teen hundred and twelve, being chapter three hundred and forty-four of 
the Acts of Assembly, nineteen hundred and twelve, entitled an act to 
amend and re-enact section one thousand one hundred and sixty-nine of 
the Code of Virginia as heretofore amended, the assets of such bank or 
banking association or trust or security company so being wound up shall 
continue to be and constitute the capital of such bank or banking as- 
sociation or trust or security company and that no tax shall be assessed 
thereon as such capital. 

Returns of such assets as of February first of each year shall be 
made up by those having actual custody or control thereof as the same 
is held and the commissioner of the revenue shall assess the tax thereon 
against those* holding said funds at the rate provided for the taxation of 
money, and said assessment shall as to such funds be in lieu of all taxes 
against those beneficially interested therein, but if any surplus shall re- 
main after payment of depositors and creditors in full, such surplus, to- 
gether with the names and residences of the stockholders and the num- 
ber of shares owned by them, respectively, shall then be reported by the 
liquidating officer to the commissioner of the revenue who shall ascertain 
the fair market value of such surplus assets and assess against each 
stockholder in such bank or banking association, or trust or security 
company, for each year for which no tax on stock has been paid, a pro- 
portionate tax on said surplus at the rate and for the purposes pre- 
scribed in section 18 of this act; and such tax shall be paid by the 
liquidating officer into the treasury before any distribution of such sur- 
plus to stockholders. 
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S€C. 18. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) It 
shall be the duty of said commissioner of the revenue, as soon as he re- 
ceives such report, to assess each stockholder upon such actual value of 
the shares of stock owned by him a State tax of thirty-five cents on every 
one hundred dollars thereof, of which twenty-five cents shall be applied 
to the governmental expenses of the State, and ten cents thereof shall 
be applied to the support of the public free schools of the State as pro- 
vided by law. 

It shall likewise be the duty of the commissioner of the revenue of 
each city of the State to assess upon such stockholders a* tax, to be 
levied by the city council or other governing bodies of not exceeding one 
dollar and fifteen cents on every one hundred dollars value thereof; 
provided that such city council or governing body may in its discretion 
direct said commissioners of the revenue to deduct from the value of 
such shares of stock of such bank for the purpose of local taxation only, 
the value of any municipal bonds of that particular municipality held 
by such bank. 

And it shall likewise be the duty of the commissioners of the reve- 
nue in the several counties of the State to assess upon each stockholder a 
tax to be levied by the board of supervisors or other governing body of 
not exceeding one dollar and fifteen cents on every one hundred dollars 
of actual value thereof, for county and district and district school pur- 
poses, except upon the stock of banks located in incorporated towns in 
which case the rate shall not exceed forty cents for such purposes; pro- 
vided the sum to be derived from any such district levy shall be ex- 
pended by said board only in those districts wherein such bank or banks^ 
are located. 

And it shall be the duty of the commissioners of the revenue or 
other assessing officers of the several incorporated towns in which such 
bank or banks are located to assess upon eaoh stockholder a tax, to be 
levied by the council or other governing body thereof, of not exceeding 
sevenity-five cents on every one hundred dollars of actual value thereof 
for town purposes. Provided that such boards of supervisors and coun- 
cils of towns or other governing body may in their discretion, direct said 
commissioners of the revenue to deduct from the value of such shares of 
stock of such bank for purposes of local taxation only, the value of any 
county or town bonds of said county or town held by such bank. Pro- 
vided that any incorporated town which does not constitute a separate 
school district may appropriate the whole or any part of the fund de- 
rived from said tax to be used for school purposes in the school district 
in which said town is located. The said tax shall be in lieu of all other 
taxes whatsoever for State, county or local purposes upon the said sihares 
of stock said commissioner shall make out three assessment lists, give 
one to the bank, banking association, trust or security company, send 
one to the auditor of public accounts and retain one. The assessment 
list delivered to said bank, banking association, trust or security com- 
pany, shall be notice to the bank, banking association, trust or security 
company, of a tax assessed against its stockholders, and each of them^ 
and have the legal effect and force of a summons upon suggestion for- 
mally issued and regularly served. The tax assessed upon each stock- 
holder in said bank, banking association, trust or security company shall 
be the first lien upon the stock standing in his name and upon the divi- 
dends due and to become due thereon, no matter in whose possession 
found, and have priority over any and all liens by deeds of trust, mort- 
gages, bills of sale, or other assignment made by the owner or holder^ 
and take priority over all liens, by execution, garnishment, or attach- 
ment process sued out by creditors of the stockholder. The bank, bank- 
ing association, trust or security company shall hold the dividend or 
other fund which belongs to the stockholder and in its custody at the 
time the assessment list is received, or that thereafter shall come under 
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its control, for the use of the Commonwealth, and apply the same to 
the payment of the tax assessed, and when thus applied shall be acquitted 
and discharged from all liability to the stoclcholder for the money thus 
disbursed. 

Sec. 19. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915). Each 
bank, banking association, trust and security company, on or before the 
first day of June in each year, shall pay into the State treasury and to the 
treasurer of the several counties, cities and towns, respectively, the 
taxes assessed against its stockholders. 

Sec. 20*. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915). Should 
any bank, banking association, trust or security company fail to pay into 
the treasury the tax assessed against its stockholders on or before the 
first day of June in each year, then, as soon thereafter as practicable, the 
auditor of public accounts shall transmit to the treasurer of the county 
or city in which said bank, banking association, trust or security com- 
pany is located, a copy of the assessment list furnished him by the com- 
missioner of the revenue, and it shall be said treasurer's duty to collect 
the taxes therein assessed and to this end levy upon the stock of the tax- 
payer, or so much thereof as is necessary, to pay said tax and sell the 
same at public auction for cash, as other chattels and personal property 
are sold under execution. He shall give to the purchaser a bill of sale 
made under his hand and seal. 

Sec. 21. (As amended by act approved Mardh 18, 1915.) The 
bank, bankimg association, trust or security company, on presentation by 
a purchaser of his bill of sale, shall cause the stock therein described to 
be transferred to said purchaser, and he shall take a clear and unen- 
cumbered title to the stock purchased. Should the taxes assessed against 
said stockholders be not paid or collected as hereinbefore provided, the 
lists aforesaid shall stand and be treated and have the legal effect of tax 
tickets regularly made out against each of said stockholders named in 
said lists as to which tax the right of levy and distress has accrued to the 
Commonwealth, and the treasurer shall proceed to collect the same by 
levy or distress, and possess, all and singular, the authority and power 
conferred upon him by law to collect other State taxes, and be governed 
by sections six hundred and twenty-two and six hundred and twenty- 
three of the Code of Virginia. 

Sec. 22. (As amended by act approved March 18, 19X5.) The 
bank, banking association, trust or security company, which shall fail 
or neglect to comply with each and every provision of this act, for each 
separate offense, shall be fined not less than one hundred, nor more than 
five hundred dollars, which fine shall be recovered upon motion, after 
five days* notice in the circuit, corporation, or hustings court, of the 
county or city in which the said bank, banking association, trust or se- 
curity company is located. Said motion shall be in the name of the 
Commonwealth and presented by the attorney for the Commonwealth, 
of the court in which the motion is brought or made. The real estate 
of all banks, banking associations, trust and security companies shall 
be assessed on the land books of the commissioners of the revenue, with 
the same taxes with which other real estate is assessed. 

Tax on insurance companies. 

Sec. 23. (As amended by an act approved March 11, 1915.) Every 
person, partnership, company or corporation, which contracts on his, 
their or its account to issue policies or contracts for or aigreements for 
life, fire, marine, surety, guaranty, fidelity, employer's liability, credit, 
health, accident, live stock, plate glass, tornado, automatic sprinkler, 
burglary, steam boiler, and all like insurance, shall pay an annual li- 
cense tax based on the gross premium income derived from business in 
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tills State during each year ending the thirty-first day of December prior 
"to the year for which such license tax is to be paid for the privilege of 
doing business in this State. 

The license year shall expire on the thirtieth day of April of each 
yesLT. No license shall be issued for less than a year, except to a per- 
son., partnership, company or corporation, when he, they, or it first 
commenced bui^iness in this State, in which case the license shall be 
issued for that part of the year from the date of the issuance of the 
license to the thirtieth of April following, and the tax thereon shall be 
t^w^o liundred dollars if the said license period be one year, otherwise 
tlie first year's license shall be such proportion of the two hundred dol- 
lars license tax as the space of time between the issuance of the license 
and the thirtieth of April following bears to the whole year. The license 
tSLJL herein provided shall be paid in the State treasury on or before the 
first day of April of each year, but the auditor of public accounts shall 
not receive the same until the commissioner of insurance has notified 
liim in writing, showing the amount due, which information the commis- 
sioner of insurance shall furnish to the auditor of public accounts on 
or before the fifteenth day of March of each year, but said commissioner 
sliall, for the purposes of the immediate collection of the license tax for 
tlie current year, furnish the information herein required to the auditor 
of public accounts within Aye days after the passage of this act. 

Every such person, partneship, company or corporation which con- 
tracts on his, their, or its account to issue policies or contracts for or 
agreements for fire, marine, surety, guaranty, fidelity, employer's lia- 
bility, liability, credit, health, accident, live stock, plate glass, tornado, 
automatic sprinkler, burglary and steam boiler, and all like insurance 
shall pay into the State treasury, as hereinabove provided, license tax of 
two and three-fourths per centum upon the gross amount of all premiums, 
assessments, dues and fees collected, received or derived, or obligations 
taken therefor, from business in this State during each year euding the 
tiiirty-first day of December, without any deduction for dividends paid, 
or deduction on any other account, except for premiums returned upon 
canceled policies, and premiums paid for re-insurance upon business 
in this State in companies duly authorized to do business in this State, 
and every such person, partnership, company or corporation which con- 
tracts on his, their, or its account to issue policies or contracts for or 
agreements for life insurance, and all like insurance, shall pay into the 
State treasury, as hereinabove provided, a license tax of two and one- 
fourth per centum upon the gross amount of all premiums, assessments, 
dues and fees collected, received or derived, or obligations taken there- 
for, from business in this State during each year ending the thirty-first 
day of December, without any deduction for dividends paid or deduction 
on any other account except for premiums returned upon cancelled poli- 
cies, and premiums paid for re-insurance upon business in this State in 
companies duly authorized to do business in this State. Provided, that 
any such insurance companies chartered by and doing business solely 
in this State which are purely mutual and have mo capital stock, and 
are not designed to accumulate profits for the benefit of, or pay dividends 
to the members thereof, or any insurance company chartered by and 
doing business solely in this State, with a capital stock not exceeding 
twenty-five thousand dollars and which pays losses from assessments 
against its policy holders or members, sfhall pay a license tax of one per 
centum upon the gross amount of all premiums, assessments, dues and 
fees collected, received or derived, or obligations taken therefor, from 
business in this State during the year ending the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, without any deduction for dividends paid, or deduction on any 
other account, except for premiums returned upon canceled policies, and 
premiums paid for re-insurance upon business in this State in companies 
duly authorized to do business in this State. Provided, further, that 
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nothing herein shall be construed to apply to mutual fire insurance com- 
panies chartered in this State and doing a local business in tliis State, 
as defined by act approved March seventh, nineteen hundred and four, 
nor to industrial sick benefit companies, as defined by an act approved 
March sixteenth, nineteen hundred and ten, nor to fraternal beneficiary 
associations, as defined by chapter five of the act concerning the bureau 
of insurance, approved March ninth, nineteen hundred and six, as 
amended by an act approved 'March twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred and 
fourteen. And provided, further, that nothing herein shall be construed 
to apply to section twenty-eight of chapter one, and section fourteen of 
chapter two, of an act concerning the bureau of insurance approved 
March ninth, nineteen hundred and six, providing that the expenses 
of maintaining the bureau of insurance shall be paid by the insurance 
companies doing business in this State, and providing that the expense 
of keeping the bonds deposited with the treasurer of the State shall be 
paid by the insurance company depositing same; provided, however, that 
the license tax to be paid by each of the above described persons, part- 
nerships, companies or corpoi-ations, for the license year commencing 
May first, nineteen hundred and fifteen, and ending April thirteenth, 
nineteen hundred and sixteen, shall be based upon the gross amount of 
all premiums, assassments, dues and fees collected, received or derived, 
or obligations taken therefor, from business in this State during the 
year beginning January first, nineteen hundred and fourteen, and ending 
December thirty^ rst, nineteen hundred and fourteen, both dates in- 
clusive, without any deduction for dividends paid, or deduction on any 
other account, except for premiums returned upon canceled policies, and 
premiums paid for re-insurance upon business in this State in companies 
duly authorized to do business in this State, which State license tax shall 
be paid into the State treasury on or before the first day of April, nine- 
teen hundred and fifteen. 

The proceeds of the said license tax to be paid into the State treasury 
by every person, partnership, company or corporation doing an insurance 
business in this State as herein provided, shall be retained for the ex- 
penses of the State government. 

Sec. 24. (As amended by act approved March 11, 1915.) Every 
such person, partnership, company or corporation shall, on or before the 
first of March of each year, report, under oath, to the commissioner of 
insurance, upon forms to be furnished by him, the gross amount of all 
premiums, assessments, dues, and fees collected, received or derived, or 
obligations taken therefor, from business in this State during the pre- 
ceding year ending the thirty-first day of December, without any deduc- 
tion for dividends paid, or deduction on any other account, except for 
premiums returned upon cancelled policies, and premiums paid for re- 
insurance upon business in this State in companies duly authorized to 
do business in this State. The said annual report shall be examined into 
by the commissioner of insurance in order to ascertain as to its correct- 
ness, and it shall be his duty to file said report, or a copy thereof, when 
approved by him, with the auditor of public accounts. 

Every such person, partnership, company or corporation which shall 
fail to make the report of premium assessments, dues and fees as herein 
required, shall be fined fifty dollars for each day's failure to make such 
report, said fine to be imposed in the discretion of the circuit court of 
the city of Richmond, upon the motion of the attorney general, after ten 
days' notice, made at the suggestion of the commissioner of insurance. 

The commissioner of Insurance shall, upon notification froija the 
auditor of public accounts, that the license tax on premiums, assess- 
ments, dues and fees, has not been paid, revoke the license issued the 
person, partnership, company or corporation. 

The auditor of public accounts shall, upon the failure of any such 
person, partnership, company or corporation to make the payment of 
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tlie license tax on premiums, assessments, dues and fees, within the time 
required by law, add a penalty of ten per centum of the amount of said 
license tax to the same, and proceed to recover the penalty and the 
license tax by suit in the circuit court of the city of Richmond on the 
l>oiid given by any such person, partnership, company or corporation to 
secure the payment of said tax. 

25. (As amended by act approved March 7, 1904.) No charge 
sliall be made against any fire insurance company chartered in this State 
for the privilege of transacting its business when such company is purely 
-a local mutual association, doing business In not more than four con- 
tiguous counties in this State, or in more than four contiguous counties, 
-provided the territory embraced in the counties in which business is done 
lias not a population, exceeding one hundred thousand, and is not de- 
Bigned to accumulate profits for the benefit of, or pay dividends to, the 
stockholders or members thereof; and, provided, further, that nothing in 
tliis act shall be construed to require any tax, other than the tax imposed 
nipon property and the fees imposed by the general law, defining and 
regulating fraternal beneficial associations, orders or societies, upon 
secret or fraternal orders where the benefit or relief is payable by the 
grand or supreme body of the same, and is derived from assessment upon 
lodges, councils or other bodies. 

Sec. 26. (As amended by act approved March 11, 1915.) The real 
esrtate and tangible personal property, situated or located in this State, 
of every person, partnership, company or corporation, whether organized 
l>y the laws of another State or country, or organized under the laws of 
this State, and doing an insurance business in this State, shall be listed 
and assessed on the land and property books of the commissioners of 
the revenue in the same manner as other real estate and tangible per- 
sonal property is assessed, and shall be taxed at the same rate as other 
like property is taxed in this State. 

The license tax on gross premiums as provided in section twenty- 
three and the tax on real estate and tangible personal property herein 
provided to be paid by every person, partnership, company or corporation 
doing such an insurance business in this State, shall be in lieu of all 
other license fees, taxes or levies whatsoever for State, county, municipal 
-or local purposes, which shall be construed to include their agents except 
that the certificate fee of one dollar required to be paid by all such 
agents to the bureau of insurance shall be paid by them as heretofore. 

Industrial sick benefit companies. 

AN ACT to define and classify industrial sick benefit companies and as- 
sociations. Approved March 16, 1910. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That any 
•corporation, joint stock company or association, except fraternal bene- 
ficiary associations, as defined by chapter five of the act concerning the 
bureau of insurance, approved March ninth, nineteen hundred and six, 
organized under the laws of this or any other State, district, territory or 
foreign country, that collects premiums, dues or assessments weekly from 
its members or policy holders, and that issues policies of insurance that 
provide for the payment of weekly indemnity on account of sickness or 
accident, in addition to a benefit in case of death, and that is not required 
by its charter, by-laws, or by statute to maintain the legal reserve for 
said death benefits, shall be held to be an industrial sick benefit company. 

2. Such companies shall be governed by this act, by chapter four 
of the act concerning the bureau of insurance, approved March ninth, 
nineteen hundred and six, as far as applicable, and by such additional 
laws heretofore or hereafter enacted as may be applicable to companies 
-of this class or their agents. 
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No such company shall issue, after the passage of this act, any 
contract of insurance that does not provide for a weekly indemnity in 
case of sickness or accident, nor shall any such company issue any con- 
tract of straight life, limited payment life or endowment insurance, nor 
shall any such company issue any contract that provides a surrender 
value in case of lapse, nor any contract of insurance that provides a 
greater death benefit than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), nor 
a greater weekly indemnity than ten dollars ($10.00). 

The payment of death benefits shall be confined to the wife, hus- 
band, family or blood relatives of the insured or relatives by marriage 
or adoption, affianced husband or affianced wife, or to a person or per- 
sons dependent on the insured; subject to the limitation and. control of 
the company as to the designation of beneficiaries within said classes, 
and such beneficiaries cannot be changed either by assignment or will, 
without the consent of the company, to persons outside of the above 
classes. 

3. Before any company or association embraced in this act shall be 
licensed to transact business in this State, it shall first comply with the 
provisions of section twelve hundred and seventy-one of the Code re- 
lating to the deposit of securities with the treasurer of the Common- 
wealth. 

4. Any company or association embraced in this act doing business 
in this State and qualified under existing laws at the time of the passage 
of this act, may qualify under the provisions of this act, and when such 
company has qualified to transact business in this State under the pro- 
visions of this act, the commissioner of insurance shall notify the State 
treasurer. 

5. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1915.) Every associ- 
ation or joint stock company embraced in the first section of this act 
shall pay for the privilege of carrying on its business in this "State, a 
license tax of one per centum upon the gross amount of all premiums, 
assessments, dues and fees collected, or obligations taken therefor, de- 
rived from its business in this State during each year ending the thirty- 
first day of December, which license tax shall be paid in the same man- 
ner and at the same time as is required by law of the regular life 
insurance companies; provided, however, that in the event such license 
tax on gross premiums shall not amount in the aggregate to as much 
as two hundred dollars in any one year, then such association or joint 
stock company shall pay a specific license tax of two hundred dollars. 
The tax herein provided to be paid by the companies or associations em- 
braced in this act shall be in lieu of all other taxes, license fees or levies 
whatsoever for State, county, municipal or local purposes for the privi- 
lege of doing business in this State; provided, that nothing in this act 
shall be construed to relieve any such company or association from tax- 
ation on its real estate, or tangible personal property, as required by law 
to be paid by the regular life insurance companies doing business in this 
State, nor to relieve such companies or associations from] the tax for the 
maintenance of the bureau of insurance as required, by section twenty- 
eight of chapter one of the act concerning the bureau of insurance, ap- 
proved March ninth, nineteen hundred and six, nor to relieve such com- 
panies or associations from the tax required to be paid to the treasurer 
of Virginia for keeping the bonds deposited by any such companies or 
associations; and provided, further, that any industrial insurance com- 
pany doing business on the legal reserve plan shall not be required to 
pay any licenses, fees, or other taxes in excess of those required by this 
act on such part of its business as may be sick benefit insurance, as de- 
fined in section one of this act; but all such sick benefit insurance shall 
be subject to the restrictions of this act as far as applicable; and pro- 
vided, further, that such last mentioned companies doing business on the 
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le^al reserve plan shall pay on all sick benefit policies or contracts that 
provide a greater death benefit than two hundred and fifty dollars, or a 
irreater weekly indemnity than ten dollars, and on all other life, limited 
payineiit and endowment insurance, the same license or other taxes as 
a,re required of all other legal reserve companies, every agent, canvasser 
or solicitor representing any company qualified to transact business under 
this act shall be subject to the laws governing agents of insurance com- 
panies. 

6. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1915.) All such com- 
panies or associations shall secure annually a license from the commis- 
sioner of insurance, who shall, before issuing said license, be satisfied 
that the company or association applying for same has complied with all 
the la-ws relating to companies or associations embraced in this act, and 
is solvent; and for this purpose the commissioner of insurance shall have 
authority, at any time, to examine any company or association mentioned 
in this act, and shall possess the same powers that are conferred upon 
him for examination of other insurance companies. Such license shall 
expire on the thirtieth day of April following its date, and all renewals 
thereof shall be obtainable in the same manner. 

7. Any company, association or joint stock company embraced in 
this act, doing business in this State shall be under the supervision of 
the hureau of insurance, and shall make annual reports and pay the 
percentage tax named in this act in the same manner and at the same 
time as is required by the law of other insurance companies, and shall 
be suhject to like penalties in case of failure. 

8. All companies, associations or joint stock companies hereafter 
organized under the laws of this State for the purpose of transacting a 
sick benefit business as defined in this act, shall have its purposes plainly 
stated in its charter or articles of incorporation, and shall be subject to 
the provisions of this act and to the general laws governing corporations 
of this character. 

9. Any corporation chartered under the laws of any other State, 
district or territory of the United States or any foreign country, may 
qualify to do business in this State under the provisions of this act; pro- 
vided, that it conforms to the requirements of chapter two of the act con- 
cerning the bureau of insurance, approved March ninth, nineteen hundred 
and six, in regard to the admission of foreign companies; and, provided, 
tha^t the commissioner of insurance is satisfied that the company is solvent 
and in all respects qualified to transact business in this State. 

10. Any company embraced in this act, any of whose policy holders 
who, after the passage of this act, by insuring in several companies, 
societies or associations, shall have policies or certificates of membership 
in the aggregate calling for sick benefits in excess of one hundred and 
fifty per centum of his or her weekly salary, wage, or earnings, unless the 
existence of all previous policies was admitted by the insured in all the 
applications for insurance in excess of said sum, shall not be compelled 
to pay any weekly indemnities on policies issued in excess of said sum, 
and should the insured, by misstatement, or by failure to admit the 
existence of previous policies, succeed in obtaining any such excess addi- 
tional policies of Insurance and receive benefits thereunder ii\ excess of 
the amount above specified, then the excess amount so paid may be de- 
ducted from the death benefit provided for in such policies. This section 
shall not apply to any policy of insurance issued by any company in case 
the application blank signed by the applicant for said policy did not con- 
tain a question in regard to the amount of insurance carried by said appli- 
cant, or if said application blank was printed in less than ten point, or 
Aong primer, type. 
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Railway and Canal Corporaticms. 

Sec. 27. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Bverr 
railway and canal corporation of this 6tate not exempt from taxation by 
virtue of its charter, and every railway and canal corporation incorp<h 
rated under the laws of any other State doing business in this State, 
shall report annually on or before the fifteenth day of August, to the 
State Corporation Commission all of its real and personal property of 
every description, as of the thirtieth day of June preced^ing, lowing 
particularly in what county or corporation the principal office or agency 
of such corporation is located in this StMe, and in what county or coiv 
poration the principal office or agency of such corporation is located, 
and also showing what part of such property is located in each school 
district of such county, and classifying the same under the following 
heads: 

First. Railway and track or canal bed. 

Second. Depots, depot grounds and lots, station buildings and fix- 
tures and machine shops. 

Third. Real estate not included in other classes. 

Fourth. Rolling stock, including passenger, freight, cattle or stock, 
baggage, mail, express, sleeping, palace, and all other cars owned by or 
belonging to the corporation, boats, machinery, depot and office furniture 
and equipment, houses and appurtenances occupied by lock-gate keepers 
and other employees; provided, that foreign railway and canal corpo- 
rations doing business in this State shall report and be assessed on the 
average amount of rolling stock habitually used by them in this ^ate. 

Fifth. Stores. 

Sixth. Telegraph lines. 

Seventh. Stock, bonds and other evidences of debt of other cor- 
porations and individuals and firms held by such company. 

Eighth. Stocks, bonds and other evidences of debt of any person 
or corporation belonging to any such company chartered in this State, in 
excess of its indebtedness, whether the same be held in trust or othei^ 
wise by some other person, firm or corporation, within or without this 
State, which, for the purpose of this act, shall be considered to be located 
at the principal office of such company in this State. 

Ninth. All other personal property of such company not enumerated 
in either of the foregoing heads, which would be taxable under this act 
if the same belonged to an individual, including money of the corpora- 
tion, derived from actual transportation operations, on deposit with any 
bank or other corporation or firm or person, or in the possession or 
under the control of the corporation, whether such money be actually 
in or out of this Sta/te, and if such railway or canal is only in part within 
this Commonwealth, the money to be reported shall be such proportion 
of the total money on deposit, derived as aforesaid, as the gross earnings 
in Virginia bear to the gross earnings of the system. 

Every such corporation shall also report, on or before the fifteenth 
day of August of each year, the gross transportation receipts of the) rail- 
way or canal for the twelve months preceding the thirtieth day of June 
of each year, and in all cases the report shall be s(i made as to give the 
data on which the same is made. If such railway or canal is only in 
part within the Commonwealth, the report shall show what part is 
within the Commonwealth, and what proportion the same bears to the 
entire length of the road or canal, and shall apportion the said receipts 
accordingly. The report herein required shall be verified by the oath of 
the president or other proper officer. The State Corporation Commission 
shall, after thirty days' notice previously given by it to the president, 
treasurer, or other proper officer of such corporation, proceed to ascer- 
tain the value of property and the gross transportation receipts so re- 
ported, upon the best and most reliable information that can be procured, 
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and to this end shall be authorized and empowered to send for persons 
and papers. The State Corporation Commission shall assess upon said 
property and gross transportation receipts the taxes imposed thereon by 
law 

A certified copy of this assessment, when made, shall be immediately 
forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission, not later 
tban the fifteenth day of October, to the Auditor of Public Accounts and 
to the president or other proper offtcer of each railway and canal corpo- 
ration so assessed, whose duty it shall be to pay into the treasury of the 
State, on or before the first day of November following the taxes upon 
-its property and the franchise tax upon the gross transportation receipts 
as shown by said copy of the assessments. 

The State Corporation Commission shall, at such time as it may 
elect, on or before the fifteenth day of October of each year, proceed to 
ascertain and assess the gross transportation receipts of any railway pr 
canal corporation which has failed to make the report herein required, 
and shall also assess the value of the property of any such corporation, 
except its franchise and non-taxable shares of stock issued by other cor- 
porations and owned by it, at a fair cash valuation, upon the best and 
most reliable information that can be procured, and to this end shall be 
authorized and empowered to send for persons and papers, and said com- 
mission shall assess upon such gross transportation receipts and property 
the taxes imposed thereon by law. A certified copy of the asse^ment 
when made shall be immediately forwarded by the clerk of the State 
Corporation Commission to the Auditor of Public Accounts and to the 
president or other proper officer of such railway or canal corporation 
so assessed, whose duty it shall be to pay into the treasury of the State 
within thirty days after receiving said certified copy of the assessment, 
the taxes upon its property, and the franchise tax upon its gross transpor- 
tation receipts as shown by said copy of the assessment. 

Such taxes so assessed, and a penalty in addition thereto of five 
per centum thereon, if the said taxes be not paid at the time provided 
herein, shall be collected by the treasurer of any county or city in which 
such corporation owns property, to whom the auditor may deliver a copy 
of the assessment. The treasurer may distrain and sell any personal 
property of such corporation, and shall pay the amount of said tax and 
penalty into the treasury within one month from the time of delivery to 
him of the copy as aforesaid. The roadbed, depot, grounds, rolling stock, 
tools, oil and other articles used in operating railroads, owned by mining, 
lumber, and like companies which transport passengers or freight for 
other than such owners, shall be assessed by the State Corporation Com- 
mission in the mode prescribed by this act. All other property of such 
mining, lumber, and like companies shall be assessed by the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue upon the land and personal property books of the 
counties and cities where located. Mining, lumber, and like companies 
operating railroads to transport passengers or freight for others shall 
be construed as in the provision of this section as to all of their property, 
except their real estate, not used as a part of their roadbed or for depot 
purposes, which shall be assessed by the Commissioner of the Revenue in 
the district or city wherein situated. 

It shall be the duty of the State Corporation Commission to prepare 
and furnish to the several corporations required to make reports under 
this section forms for such Reports, which said corporations shall use in 
making the reports required of them, and any such corporation which 
shall fail to make the report hereinbefore required, within the time 
herein prescribed, shall be liable to a fine of not less than one hundred 
dollars nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars for each day such 
corporation may be in default in making such report. The said fine 
to be imposed and judgment entered therefor by the State Corporation 
Commission after thirty days' notice to any such defaulting corporation 
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to appear before the said commission and show cause, if any, against the 
Imposition of such fine, subject to appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals. 
It shall be the duty of the clerk of the State Corporation Commission to 
furnish to the council of every city and town and to the board of super- 
visors of every county, and to the treasurer of every county and city, 
wherein any property belonging to such corporation is situated, a certified 
copy of the assessment made by the State Corporation Commission of such 
corporation's property, which shall definitely show the character of the 
property, its value and location for purposes of taxation in each county, 
city, town, and school district, so that county, city, town, and school 
district levies may be laid upon the same; provided, however, that it 
shall be the duty of the division superintendent of schools in each county 
in which a railway or canal is located and operated to furnish, on or 
before the first of July in each year, to such railway or canal corpora- 
tion or corporations, the boundaries of each school district of said county 
in which any part of such railway or canal and its property is situated, 
and a copy of such boundaries to the clerk of the State Corporation 
Commission. Wherever any division superintendent of schools shall fail 
to furnish to such railway or canal corporation or corporations and 
the clerk of the State Corporation Commission, the boundaries of each 
school district of said county in which any part of such railway or canal 
and its property is situated, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the State 
Corporation Commission to notify the judge of the Circuit Court of the 
county wherein such superintendent of schools resides, who shall in- 
struct the grand jury at the next term of the Circuit Court; to ascertain 
whether such boundaries have been furnished as required in this act, 
and should said grand jury ascertain that such boundaries have not been 
furnished, they shall find an indictment against each division superin- 
tendent of schools, who shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and. 
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars 
nor more than one hundred dollars for each school district so omitted. 

Tax on railway and canal corporations. 

28. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) The State tax 
on the rolling stock of all corporations operating railroads by steam do- 
ing business in this State, so far as the same is taxable in this State, 
shall be at the rate of one and three-fifths per cent, of the assessed value 
thereof, to be applied to the support of the government of this State, and 
there shall be no local levies assessed on such rolling stock. 

The State tax on the intangible personal property as assessed in the 
section next preceding (other than bonds issued by counties, cities and 
towns or other political subdivisions of this State) owned by every rail- 
way and canal corporation, shall be at the rate of sixty-^ve cents on every 
hundred dollars of the assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which shall 
be applied to the payment of expenses of the government, and upon all 
such intangible personal property there may be local levies at the rate 
authorized by law, however, such rate not to exceed thirty cents on every 
one hundred dollars of the assessed value thereof, the proceeds of said 
local levies to be applied as is provided by law. 

The State tax on the money of every railway and canal corporation 
shall be twenty cents on every one hundred dollars assessed value thereof, 
one-half of which shall be applied to the support of the government and 
one-half of which shall be applied to the support of the public free schools 
of this State, and there shall be no local levies assessed on such money. 

The State tax on bonds issued by counties, cities and towns or other 
political subdivisions of this State, owned by every railway and canal 
corporation shall be at the rate of thirty-five cents on every one hundred 
dollars, assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which tax shall be applied 
to the payment of the expenses of the government. 
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The S<tate tax on the real estate, rolling stock (other than the roll- 
ing stock of corporations operating railroads by steam) and tangible per- 
sonal property of every railway and canal corporation, shall be at the 
rate of ten cents on every one hundred dollars, assessed value thereof, 
the proceeds of which shall be applied to the support of the public free 
schools of this State, and on such real estate, rolling stock (other than 
the rolling stock of corporations operating railroads by steam) and tan- 
gible personal property there shall be local levies aA the same rate or 
rates as are assessed upon other real estate and tangible personal prop- 
erty, located in such localities, the proceeds of which local levies shall 
be applied as is provided by law. 

Every such railway or canal corporation shall pay to the State an 
annual State franchise tax, equal to one and one-fourth per centum upon 
the gross transportation receipts, hereinafter specified, for the privilege 
of exercising its franchises in this State, which, with the taxes herein- 
before provided for, shall be in lieu of all taxes or license charges what- 
soever, upon the franchises of such corporation and the shares of stock 
issued by it, and upon all its property, as hereinbefore provided; pro- 
vided, that nothing herein contained shall exempt such corporation from 
the annual fee required by section one hundred and fifty-seven of the 
Constitution or from assessment for street and other local improvements, 
wliich shall be authorized by law, or from the county, city, town, diSH 
trict, or road levies hereinafter provided for other than a franchise tax; 
and, provided further, that nothing herein contained shall annul or In- 
terfere with, or prevent, any contract or agreement by ordinance be- 
tween street railway corporations and municipalities as to compensation 
for the use of the streets or alleys of such municipalities by such railway 
corporations; and, provided further, that the case of any railway or canal 
corporation operated wholly within this 'State whose actual operating ex- 
penses exceed its gross transportation receipts, the annual State franchise 
tax shall be equal to one and one-eighth per centum upon the gross trans- 
portation receipts. 

The amount of such franchise tax shall be equal to one and one- 
fourth per centum of the gross transportation receipts of such corpora- 
tion for the year ending June thirtieth of each year, to be ascertained 
by the State Corporation Commission in the following manner: 

(a) When the road or canal of the corporation lies wholly within 
this State, the tax shall be equal to one and one-fourth per centum of 
the entire gross transportation receipts of such corporation. 

(b) When the road or canal of the corporation lies partly within 
and partly without this State, or is operated as a part of a line or system 
extending beyond this State, the tax shall be equal to one and one-fourth 
per centum of the gross transportation receipts earned within this State, 
to be determined as follows: 

By ascertaining the average gross transportation receipts per mile 
over its whole extent within and without this State, and multiplying the 
result by the number of miles operated within this State; provided, that 
from the sum so ascertained there may be deducted a reasonable sum 
because of any excess of value of the terminal facilities or other similar 
advantages situated in other States over similar facilities or advantages 
situated in this State. 

The real and personal property (other than the rolling stock of cor- 
porations operating railroads by steam) of such corporation, and other 
than its franchise, shall be assessed on the valuation fixed by the State 
Corporation Commission with county, city, town, district, and road levies 
at the same rate as real and personal property of natural persons are 
assessed with such levies. 

No State tax, county, city, town, district or road levy shall be laid 
on the net income of any railway or canal corporation, nor shall any 
county, city, town, district, or road levy be laid on the gross transporta- 
tion receipts of any such company. 
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All the taxes and levies shall, until paid, be a lien upon the prop- 
erty within this State of the corporation owning the same, and take pre- 
cedence of all other liens or encumbrances. 

Any such railway or canal corporation, or the State or any county 
or city at the instance of the attorney general for the State or the Com- 
monwealth's attorney for any county or city, aggrieved by the assess- 
ment and ascertainment of such taxes, may, within thirty days after 
receiving a certified copy theieof, apply for relief to the Circuit Court 
of the city of Richmond. Notice of the application setting forth the 
grounds of complaint, verified by aflfldavit if the appeal be taken by any 
such railway or canal corporation shall be served on the State Corporation 
Commission, and on the attorney general, whose duty it shall be to rep- 
resent the Commonwealth, or, if the appeal be taken by the State or 
any county or city, notice of the application, setting forth the grounds 
of complaint, s^hall be served on such railway or canal corporation. If 
the court be of the opinion that the assessment of tax is excessive, it 
shall reduce the same, but if of opinion that it is insufficient, it shall 
increase the same. Unless the applicant paid tl^e taxes under protest 
when due the court, if the decision is adverse to the applicant, shall, 
in disallowing the application, give judgment against it for Iflie taxes 
assessed by the State Corporation Commission, and for a sum, by way 
of damages, equal to interest at the rate of one per centum per month 
upon the amount of taxes from the time the same were payable. If 
the decision is in favor of such railway or canal corporation, in whole 
or in part, appropriate relief shall be granted, including the rig«ht to 
recover any excess of taxes that may have been paid, with legal in- 
terest thereon, and the legally taxable costs of said application from 
the State or local authorities, or both, as the case may be, the judg- 
ment to be enforced by mandamus or other proper process issuing from 
the court finally adjudicating the application. If the decision be in 
favor of the State or any county or city, appropriate relief shall be 
granted and the court shall enforce its judgments by mandamus or 
other proper process. 

The Supreme Court of Appeals may, subject to the provisions of 
article six of the Constitution, allow a writ of error to either party. 
Provided, however, that any steam railway company In which nine- 
tenths of the stock of such company is owned by a city or county of 
this State and which is operated at a loss, shall pay to the State an 
annual State francfhise tax of only five dollars. 

State tax on rolling stock of corporations operating railroads by steam. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act entitled an act to provide for 
the segregation of the tax upon the rolling stock of corporations 
operating railroads by steam, to make such rolling stock liable to 
taxation by the State alone, to fix the rate of such taxation, and 
to provide* for the assessment of said rolling stock, approved Feb- 
ruary 16, 1915. Approved March 13, 1915. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That an act 
entitled an act to provide for the segregation of the tax upon the roll- 
ing stock of corporations operating railroads by steam, to make such 
rolling stock liable to taxation by the State alone, to fix the rate of 
such taxation, and to provide for the assessment of said rolling stock, 
approved February the sixteenth, nineteen hundred and fifteen, be 
amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

Section 1. That the rolling stock of all corporations operating 
railroads by steam and doing business in the State of Virginia, so far 
as the same is taxable in this State, be, and the same is, hereby segre- 
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gated, and made subject to taxation by the State of Virginia only, and 
eliall not be subject to taxation by any of the cities, towns, counties, 
districts or other local subdivisions of this State. 

Sec. 2. That the value of said rolling stock shall be assessed an- 
nually t)y the State Corporation Commission. 

Sec 3. That the total annual rate for such segregated rolling 
stock sliall be one and three-fifths per cent, of .the assessed value there- 
of, to be applied to the support of the government of this State. 

Sec. 4. That the several corporations aforesaid, operating rail- 
roads by steam, shall pay over to the treasurer of Virginia the taxes 
due under the assessment of rolling stock aforesaid at the same time 
and in the same manner as taxes levied on the other properties of such 
corporations for State purposes are required to be paid. 

Rolling stock of electric railway corporations. Situs for taxation, 

eccay exc* 

AN ACT to fiJL the situs for taxation of the rolling stock of electric 
railway corporations, and provide for the assessment thereof. A- 
proved March 15, 1915. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the roll- 
ing stock of the various electric railway corporations doing business in 
Virginia shall not be assessed for taxation at the principal office of 
said corporation, but the value of said rolling stock shall be ascertained 
and assessed by the State Corporation Commission for the purpose of 
State taxation, and for local taxation shall be divided, apportioned 
and distributed among the several counties, cities, towns and school 
districts in this State in and through which any part of any such elec- 
tric railway is located, in the ratio and proportion that the total as- 
sessed value of the right of way, road bed, track and all other prop- 
erty (except rolling stock) of such electric railway corporations, re- 
spectively, located in any such county, city, town or school district, 
bears to the assessed value of all such property (except rolling stock) 
of said electric railway corporations, respectively. 

The State Corporation Commission shall annually, on or before 
the fifteenth day of October in each year, divide, apportion and dis- 
tribute, according to the ratio and proportion aforesaid, the assessed 
value of rolling stock of said electric railway corporations, respectively, 
among the several counties, cities, towns and school districts in and 
through which the line, or roadway of any such electric railway cor- 
poration is located, and certify to the board of supervisors of said 
counties, and to the councils or other governing board of said cities 
and towns, respectively, the proportion of the assessed value of said 
rolling stock for local taxation by said counties, cities, towns and 
school districts, respectively; and the proportion of the assessed value 
of said rolling stock which shall be subject to taxation for local pur- 
poses by the counties, cities, towns and school districts, as aforesaid, 
shall be that part of said assessed value of said rolling stoock certified 
by the State (Corporation Commission to the respective boards of super- 
visors of the counties, and the councils or other governing board of the 
cities and towns, as hereinbefore provided. 

The said valuation of said rolling stock, when so ascertained and 
certified and apportioned, as aforesaid, shall be held to be situated for 
the purpose of local taxation in said cities, towns, counties and dis- 
tricts and taxable therein in the same way and manner as the physical 
properties of said railroad is taxed for the purpose of local taxation, as 
now prpvided by law; and said apportionment shall be treated in all 
respects, for the purpose of local taxation, as if said rolling stock was 
actually situated in said cities, towns, counties or districts, and the 
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situs, or place of taxation of such rolling stock, to the extent of said 
valuation and apportionment, shall be in the said cities, towns, coun- 
ties and districts aforesaid and not elsewhere. 

As used in this act the term "'electric railway" shall be construed 
to mean a railroad the greater part of the mileage of which is operated 
by electricity. 

Express companies, refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit, and other car loaning^ 

and other car companies, operating upon the railroads in this 

State except sleeping car, dining car, drawing room 

car and palace C4ir con^anies. 

(See act relating to oil. stock, &c.. cars which follows sec. 29%)» 
29. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) All com- 
panies doing express business on any railroad, steamboat or vessel in 
this State; all refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit, and other car loaning, and 
other car companies, operating upon the railroads in this "State, except 
sleeping car, dining car, drawing room car and palace car companies,, 
shall report annually on or before the first day of September to the 
State Corporation Commission all of its real and pergonal property 
of every description in this State belonging to it on the thirtieth day 
of June preceding, showing particularly in what city, town, county and 
school district the property is located and classifying the same under 
the following heads: 

(a) All of its real and personal property of every description 
in this State belonging to it on the thirtieth day of June next pre- 
ceding, showing the cost and present market value of said property; 

(b) The total number of miles operated within and without this 
State for the year ending June thirtieth next preceding: 

(c) The gross receipts from operation entirely within this State^ 
and if operations are partly within and partly without this State the 
entire gross receipts from operation for the year ending June thirtieth 
next preceding; 

(d) Any and all other information, in such manner and in such 
detail as the State Corporation Commission shall require. 

The said State Corporation Commission shall, after thirty days' 
notice previously given by it to the president or other proper officer,- 
assess the value of the property of each such companies. 

Should any such company fail to make the report required by 
this section on or before the first day of September the said State 
Corporation Commission shall, at such time as it may elect, upon the 
best and most reliable information that can be procured, assess the 
value of the property of said company within this State, and shall as- 
certain the information required herein, and in the execution of the 
duty shall be authorized and empowered to take testimony, summon 
and compel the attendance of witnesses and send for persons and 
papers. 

A certified copy of the assessment when made shall be immediately 
forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts and to the president or other proper officer 
of each such company, and such company shall pay into the treasury 
of the State by the first day of December following the taxes assessed 
against it. 

It shall be the duty of the clerk of the State Corporation Commis- 
sion to furnish to the council of every city and town and to the board 
of supervisors of every county wherein the property belonging to said 
company is situated a certified copy of the assessment made by the 
State Corporation Commission of such companies' property, which as- 
sessment shall definitely show the character of the property, its value 
and location for the purpose of taxation in each city, town, county, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia: Taw Laws. 46 



district, so that city, town, county and district levies may be imposed 
upon the same; provided, however, that It shall be the d)ity of the 
division superintendent of schools in each such county in which any 
express company, refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit, and other car loaning, 
and other car companies own property, on or before the first day of 
July in each year to furnish to such companies the boundaries of the 
school districts of said county wherein any such property is situated. 

Any such company failing to pay said taxes into the treasury within 
the time herein prescribed shall incur a penalty thereon of five per cen- 
tum, which shall be added to the amount of said taxes. 

Any such company failing to make the report hereinbefore re- 
quired within the time herein prescribed shall be liable to a fine of 
not less than' twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars 
for each day such company may be in default in making such report, 
the said fine to be imposed and judgment entered therefor by the 
State Corporation Commission after thirty days' notice to any such de- 
faulting ' corporation to appear before the said commission and show 
cause, if any, against the imposition of such fine, subject to appeal to 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 

Tax cm express companies, refrigerator, oil, stock, fmit, and other car 
loaning and other car companies, operating upon the railroads 
in this State, except sleeping car, dining car, draw- 
ing room car and palace car companies. 

(See act relating to oil, stock, &c., cars, which follows this sec- 
tion.) 

29%. (Section added by act approved March 18, 1915.) Each 
and every one of the said companies doing business in this State shall, 
on or before the first day of December of each and every year pay to 
the State and to the several counties, cities and towns of the State 
wherein they may have taxable properties located, the taxes levied on 
said property as follows: 

(a) The State tax on the intangible personal property (other 
than bonds issued by counties, cities and towns or other political sub- 
divisions of this State) owned by every such company shall be at the 
rate of sixty-five cents on every one hundred dollars of the assessed 
value thereof, the proceeds of which shall be applied to the expenses of 
the government, and upon all such intangible personal property there 
may be local levies at the rate authorized by law, however, such rates 
not to exceed thirty cents on every one hundred dollars of the assessed 
value thereof, the proceeds of said local levies to be applied as is 
provided by law. 

(b) The State tax on the money of every such company shall 
be twenty cents on every one hundred dollars assessed value thereof, 
one-half of which shall be applied to the support of the government, 
and one-half of which shall be applied to the support of the public 
free schools of this State, and there shall be no local levies assessed 
on such money. 

(c) The State tax on bonds issued by counties, cities and towns 
or other political subdivisions of this State, owned by every such com- 
pany shall be at the rate of thirty-five cents on every one hundred 
dollars assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which tax shall be ap- 
plied to the payment of the expenses of the government. 

(d) The State tax on the real estate and tangible personal prop- 
erty of every such company shall be at the rate of ten cents on every 
one hundred dollars assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which shall 
be applied to the support of the public free schools of this State, and 
on such real estate and tangible personal property there shall be local 
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levies at the same rate or rates as are assessed upon other real estate 
and tangible personal property located in such localities, the proceeds 
of which local levies shall be applied as is provided by law. 

(e) Every such company for the privilege of doing business in 
this State, in addition to the annual registration fee and the property 
tax as herein provided, shall pay an annual license tax as follows: 

Said tax shall be equal to the percentages herein fixed upon the 
gross receipts from operation of such companies and each of them 
within this State. When such companies are operating partly within 
and partly without this State the gross receipts within this State ^all 
be deemed to be all receipts on business beginning and ending within 
this State, and all receipts earned in Virginia on business passing 
through, into or out of this State; provided, unless oth-erwise clearly 
^own such last mentioned receipts shall be deemed to be that portion 
of the total receipts from such business which the entire mileage over 
which such business is done bears to the mileage operated within this 
State the percentages above mentioned shall be as follows: 

On all companies doing express business within this State one 
and one-quarter per centum; on all refrigerator, oil, stock, fruit, and 
other car loaning and other car companies, except sleeping car, dining 
car, drawing room car and palace car companies, four per centum. 

The amount of the taxes and license herein imposed shall be in 
lieu of all other taxes and licenses. State, county and municipal, upon 
all the property, franchises and privileges of said companies. 

Tax on stock cars, fnmltnre cars, fmit cars, refrigerator cars, meat 
cars, oil cars, tank cars, and other similar cars. 

AN ACT providing for the assessment and taxation of stock cars, fur- 
niture cars, fruit cars, refrigerator cars, meat cars, oil cars, tank 
cars, and other similar cars used in this State and owned by corpo- 
rations or individuals having no domicile within the State. Ap- 
proved March 17, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
president or other chief officer of every car company, car trust, mer- 
cantile company or corporation or individual not domiciled within this 
State owing any stock cars, furniture cars, fruit cars, refrigerator car^ 
meat cars, oil cars, tank cars, or other similar cars, other than a 
railroad operating a line of railroad, shall annually, on or before the 
first day of September in each year, report to the State Corporation 
Commission a true, full and accurate statement, verified by the affidavit 
of the officer or person making the same, showing the aggregate num- 
ber of miles made by their several cars over the several lines of rail- 
road in this State during the year next preceding the thirtieth day of 
June, and a further statement showing the average number of miles 
traveled per day by the cars of the particular class or classes covered 
by the statement, in the ordinary course of business during the year. 

2. The president or other chief officer of every railroad company 
whose lines run through or into this State shall also annually, on or 
before the first day of September in each year, furnish to the State 
Corporation Commission a statement, verified by the affidavit of the 
officer or person making the same, showing the total number of miles 
made! -by the cars of every such car company, car trust, mercantile com- 
pany or individual over their lines in this State during the year next 
preceding the thirtieth day of June. Such statement shall also show 
separately the names and aggregate number of miles traveled over 
their lines in this State by the cars of each such car company, car 
trust, mercantile company, or individual, and the average number of 
miles traveled per day by each of the particular class of cars covered 
by the statement in the ordinary course of business during the year. 
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3. It shall be the duty of the State Corporation Commission, an- 
nually, after thirty days' notice previously given by it to the president 
or other proper officer of the company owning such property, or to the 
individual owning it, to ascertain from the best and most reliable in- 
formation that can be obtained and from said statements the number 
of cars required to make the total mileage of the cars of each such car 
company, car trust, mercantile company, or individual within the pe- 
riod of one year next preceding the thirtieth day of June. The State 
Corporation Commission shall ascertain and fix the valuation upon each 
particular class of such cars, and the number so ascertained to be re- 
quired to make the total mileage of the cars of each such car company, 
car trust, merantile company, or individual within such period, shall 
be assessed to the respective car companies, car trusts, mercantile com- 
panies and individuals. For the purpose of making this assessment the 
said commission is authorized to base the assessment upon the returns 
of the several railroad companies, in case any such car company, car 
trust, mercantile company or individual shall fail or refuse to make 
the statement herein required, and in determining the daily average 
travel of such cars the commission, in so far as may be practicable, 
shall harmonize the statements of the several railroad companies, car 
companies, car trusts, mercantile companies and individuals with re- 
spect thereto, fixing a uniform daily average travel of each particular 
class. 

4. A certified copy of the assessment thus made nhall be immedi- 
ately forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission to 
the Auditor of Public Accounts and to the president or other proper 
ofiftcer of such corporation so assessed, or to such individual so assessed, 
wliose duty it shall be to pay in to the treasury of the State on or be- 
fore the first day of December after receiving such certified copy of the 
assessment, the taxes upon its property as shown by said copy of the 
assessment, taxes at the rate of one and three-fifths per centum of the 
assessed value thereof annually, to be applied to the support of the 
government of this State. 

5. Any such company or individual failing to pay said taxes into 
the treasury within the time herein prescribed shall incur a penalty 
thereon of five per centum, which shall be added to the amount of such 
taxes. Any such company or individual herein referred to falling to 
make the reports hereinbefore required within the time herein pre- 
scribed shalKbe liable to a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars for each day such company or individual 
may be in default in making such report, the said fine to be Imposed 
and judgment entered therefor by the State Corporation Commission 
after thirty days' notice to any such defaulting corporation or Individual 
to appear before said commission and show cause. If any It can, against 
the imposition of such fine, subject to appeal to the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of Virginia. 

6. Nothing in this act shall be construed to apply to or impose 
any tax upon any rolling stock or cars which are either owned by or 
leased to any railroad company operating a line of railroad in this 
State and otherwise assessed for taxation against such railroad com- 
pany. 

7. All acts and parts of acts Inconsistent with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

Corporations operating steamboats, steamships, or other floating prop- 
erty for the transportation of passengers or freight. 

30. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Each and 
every corporation which operates steamships, steamboats, or other 
floating property for the transportation of passengers or freight, shall 
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report annually, on or before the first day of "September, to the State 
Corporation Commission, all of its real and personal property of every 
description in this State belon^ng to it on the thirtieth day of June 
preceding, showing particularly in what city, town, county, and school 
district the property is located, and classifying the same under tlie 
following heads: 

First. All steamships, steamboats, and other floating property,, 
their machinery and equipments. 

Second. All wharves, sheds, ofiQces, stores, docks, machine shops^ 
granaries, elevators, and other buildings. 

Third. All real estate and personal property not included in tlie 
foregoing classification. 

Each such corporation shall also give in said report (a) the total 
number of miles operated within and without this State for the year 
ending June thirtieth next preceding; (b) the gross receipts from oper- 
ations entirely within this State, and if operations are partly within 
and partly without this State the entire gross receipts from operations 
for the year ending June thirtieth next preceding; (c) any and all other 
information in such manner and in such detail as the State Corpora- 
tion Commission shall require. 

The said Corporation Commission shall, after thirty days' notice 
previously given by it to the president or other proper officer, assess 
the value of the property of each of such corporations. 

"Should any such corporation fail to make the report required by 
this section on or before the first day of Septem»l>er, the said Corpora- 
tion Commission shall, at such time as it may elect, upon the best and 
most reliable information that can be procured, assess the value of the 
property of said company, and shall ascertain the information required 
herein, and in the execution of the duty shall be authorized and em- 
powered to send for persons and papers. 

The State Corporation Commission shall assess upon said property 
the taxes imposed thereon by law. and upon said corporations the li- 
cense tax imposed by law. 

A certified copy of the assessment, when made, shall be immedi- 
ately forwarded, by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission to 
the Auditor of Public Accounts and to the present or other proper 
ofllcer of each such corporation, and such corporation shall pay into 
the treasury of the State by the first of December following, the taxes 
assessed against it. 

It shall be the duty of the clerk of the State Corporation Com- 
mission to furnish to the council of every city and town, and to the 
board of supervisors of every county wherein the property belonging 
to said corporation is situated, a certified copy of the assessment made 
by the State Corporation Commission of such corporation's property, 
which assessment shall definitely show the character of the property, 
its value and location for the purpose of taxation in each city, town, 
county, and district, so that city, town, county, and district levies may 
be imposed upon the same; provided, however, that it shall ibe the 
duty of the division superintendent of schools in each such county in 
which any such corporation owns property, on or before the first day of 
July in each year, to furnish to each such corporation! the boundaries of 
the school districts of said county wherein any such property is situated. 

Any such corporation failing to pay said taxes into the treasury 
within the time herein prescribed shall incur a penalty thereon of five 
per centum, which shall be added to amount of said taxes. 

Any such corporation which shall fail to make the report herein- 
before required within the time herein prescribed, shall be liable to a 
fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred 
dollars for each day such corporation may be in default in making 
such report. The said fine shall be imposed and judgment entered 
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-tlierefor by the said Corporation Commission after thirty days' notice 
to any such defaulting corporation, to appear before the said commis- 
sion and show cause, if any, against the imposition of tfuch fine, sub- 
ject to appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 

TTax on corporations which operate steamships, steamboats, or other 
floating property for the transportation of passengers or freight. 

31. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) The State 
tax on the intangible personal property (other than bonds issued by 
•counties, cities and towns or other political subdivisions of this State) 
owned by corporations which operate steamships, steamboats or other 
fioating property for the transportation of passengers or freight, shall 
"be at the rate of sixty-five cents on every hundred dollars of the as- 
sessed value thereof, the proceeds of which shall ibe applied to the 
expenses of the government, and upon all such intangible personal 
property there may be local levies at the rate authorized by law, how- 
ever, such rates not eo exceed thirty cents on every one hundred dollars 
of the assessed value thereof, the proceeds of said local levies to be 
applied as is provided by law. 

The State tax on the money of every such company shall be twenty 
cents on every one hundred dollars assessed value thereof, one-half of 
which shall be applied to the support of the government and one-half 
of which shall be applied to the support of the public free schools of 
this State, and there shall be no local levies assessed on such money. 

The State tax on bonds issued by counties, cities and towns or 
other political subdivisions of this State owned by every such company, 
Bhall be at the rate of thirty^five cents on every one hundred dollars 
assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which tax shall be applied to 
the payment of the expenses of the government. 

The State tax on the real estate and tangible personal property 
of every such company shall be at the rate of ten cents on every one 
hundred dollars assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which shall 
be applied to the support of the public free schools of this State, and 
on such real estate and tangible personal property there shall be local 
levies at the same rate or rates as are assessed upon other real estate 
and tangible property located in such localities, the proceeds of which 
local levies shall be applied as is provided by law. 

Every such company for the privilege of doing business in this 
State, in addition to the annual registration fee, and property tax, shall 
pay an annual license tax as follows: 

Said tax shall be equal to one and one-eighth per cent, upon the 
gross receipts from the operation of such companies, and each of them, 
within this State. When such companies are operated partly within 
and partly without this State, the gross receipts within this State shall 
be deemed to be all receipts on business beginning and ending within 
this State and all receipts earned in Virginia on business passing 
through, into or out of this State; provided, that unless otherwise 
clearly shown such last-mentioned receipts shall be deemed to be that 
proportion of the total receipts from such business which the entire 
line mileage over which said business is done bears to the mileage 
operated within this State. 

Sleeping car, parlor car, and dining car companies. 

32. (As amended by act approved March 12, 1908.) Each sleep- 
ing car, parlor car, and dining car company doing business between 
points in this State shall report annually, on or before the first day of 
September, to the State Corporation Commission, the number of miles 
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of track over which it operates its cars in this State on the thirtieth 
day of June preceding. 

The report herein required shall .be verified by the oath of the 
president or other proper officer of the company making the same. 

Every such company which shall fail to make the report required 
in this section within the time herein prescribed shall be liable to a 
fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than two thousand 
five hundred dollars. The said fine to be imposed and judgment en- 
tered therefor by the State Corporation Commission after thirty days' 
notice to any such defaulting corporation to appear before the said 
commission, and to show cause, if any, against the imposition of such 
fine, subject to appeal to the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

If any such company should fail to make such report at the time 
herein prescribed, the State Corporation Commission shall, at such 
time as it may elect, upon the ibest and most reliable information that 
can be procured, ascertain the number of miles operated by it in this 
State, and in the execution of such duty shall be authorized and em- 
powered to send for persons and papers. The State Corporation Com- 
mission shall assess upon said companies the license tax imposed there- 
on by law. 

A certified copy of the assessment when made shall immediately 
be forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts and to the president or other proper offi- 
cer of each such company, and such company shall pay into the treas- 
ury of the State by the first day of December following the tax assessed 
against it. 

Any such company failing to pay said tax into the treasury within 
the time herein prescribed shall incur a penalty thereon of five per 
centum, which shall be added to the amount of said tax. 

Incense tax on each sleeping car, parlor car, or dining car ccMnpany. 

Sec. 33. (As amended by act approved 'February 5, 1915.) Each 
and every sleeping car, parlor car and dining car company doing busi- 
ness in the State shall, for the privilege of doing business in this State, 
pay a license tax as follows: • 

Each and every sleeping car, parlor car and dining car company 
operating a mileage and doing business within this State shall pay a 
license tax of three dollars for each and every mile of track over whicli 
it operates its cars in this State. 

The taxes herein imposed shall be in lieu of all other taxes. State, 
county and municipal, against such companies except that they shall he 
required to pay to the State the annual registration fee. 

Incorporated telegraph and telephone companies. 

Sec. 34. (As amended by act approved (March 18, 1915.) EJach 
incorporated telegraph and telephone company doing business in this 
State owning and operating a telegraph or telephone line in this State, 
shall report annually, on the first day of September, to the State Cor- 
poration Commission all of its real and personal property of every de- 
scription in this State belonging to it on the thirtieth day of June pre- 
ceding, showing particularly in what corporation, county and school 
district the property is located and classify the same under the follow- 
ing heads: 

(1) Number of miles of poles or conduits owned or operated by 
it within this State on the thirtieth day of June preceding in each 
county, city town and school district. 

(2) Number of miles of wire in excess of one wire in each city, 
county, town and school district. 
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(3) Real and personal property, including the value of the tele- 
phone instruments, switchboards, et cetera, and the value of telegraph 
instruments, apparatus, et cetera, in each city, county, town or school 
difitriot. 

(4) The gross earnings and receipts in this State for the twelve 
months next preceding the thirtieth day of June. 

The report herein required shall the certified by the oath of the 
president or other proper oflOcer of the company making the same. 

The State Corporation Commission shall after thirty days' notice 
previously given by it to the president or other proper officer of each of 
such companies incorporated under the laws of this or any other State, 
assess the value of the property of said company and assess upon said 
property the State taxes imposed by law and shall, also, assess the State 
license tax imposed by law upon every such company. Should any 
such incorporated company fail to make such report at the time herein 
prescribed, the State Corporation Commission shall, at such Jtime as it 
may elect, upon the best and most reliable information that can be pro- 
cured, assess the value of the property of said company and assess upon 
said property the taxes imposed by law, and shall also assess the license 
tax imposed tby law upon every such company, and in the execution of 
such duty shall be authorized and empowered to send for persons and 
papers. 

A certified copy of the assessment, when made, shall be immedi- 
ately forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission to 
the Auditol' of Public Accounts and to the president or other proper 
ofiftcer of each such company, and such company shall pay into the 
treasury of the State by the first day of December following the taxes 
assessed against it. 

It shall be the duty of the State Corporation Commission to fur- 
nish to the council of every corporation and to the board of supervisors 
of every county, and to every city and county treasurer wherein any 
property helonging to any such corporation is situated a certified copy 
of the assessment made by the State Corporation Commission of such 
company's property, which assessment shall definitely show the charac- 
ter of the property, its value and the location for the purposes of tax- 
ation in each city, town, county and district, so that city, town, county, 
district and road levies may be imposed upon the same. 

It shall be the duty of the division superintendent of schools in 
each county in which any such telegraph or telephone company oper- 
ating a telegraph or telephone line owns property, on or before the first 
day of July of each year, to furnish such telegraph or telephone com- 
pany and the clerk of the State Corporation Commission the boundaries 
of the school district of said county wherein any such property is sit- 
uated. 

It shall be the duty of the judge of the circuit court for each 
county, at the next term of said court after the first day of July in each 
year, to Instruct the grand jury to inquire into and ascertain whether 
or not the division superintendent of schools has furnished the bound- 
aries of each school district to such telegraph and telephone companies 
operating in said county and to the clerk of the Corporation Commis- 
sion. If the grand jury shall find that the division superintendent of 
schools has not furnished the boundaries of such school district as herein 
provided, indictments shall be found against him for a misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction thereof, he shall be find not less than twenty-^five 
nor more than one hundred dollars for each school district so omitted. 
Any company failing to pay said taxes into the treasury within the 
^ time herein prescribed shall incur a penalty thereon of five per centum, 
which shall )be added to the amount of said taxes. 
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Tax on incorporated tele$rraph and telephone companies owning or 
operating telegraph or telephone lines in this State. 

35. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) The State 
tax on the intangible personal property (other than bonds issued by 
counties, cities and towns or other political subdivisions of this State) 
owned hy every incorporated telegraph or telephone company owning 
or operating telegraph or telephone lines in this State shall be at the 
rate of sixty-five cents on every hundred dollars of the assessed value 
thereof, the proceeds of which shall be applied to the expenses of the 
government, and upon all such intangible personal property there may 
be local levies at the rate authorized by law, however, such rates not to 
exceed thirty cents on every one hundred dollars of the assessed value 
thereof, the proceeds of said local levies to be applied, as is provided 
by law. 

The State tax on the money of every incorporated telegraph and 
telephone company owning or operating telegraph or telephone lines in 
this State shall be twenty cents on every one hundred dollars assessed 
value thereof, one-half of which shall the applied to the support of the 
government and one-half of which shall be applied to the support of the 
public free schools of this State, and there shall be no local levies as- 
sessed on such money. 

The State tax on bonds issued by counties, cities and towns or 
other political subdivisions of this State, owned by every incorporated 
telegraph and telephone company owning or operating telegraph or 
telephone lines in this State shall be at the "rate of thirty-five cents on 
every one hundred dollars, assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which 
tax shall he applied to the payment of the expenses of the government. 

The State tax on the real estate and tangible personal property of 
every incorporated telegraph and telephone company owning or oper- 
ating telegraph or telephone lines in this State shall be at the rate of 
ten cents on every one hundred dollars, assessed value thereof, the 
proceeds of which shall be applied to the support of the public free 
-schools of this State, and on such real estate and tangible personal 
property there shall be local levies at the same rate or rates as are 
assessed upon other real estate and tangible personal property, located 
in such localities, and proceeds of which local levies shall be applied 
as is provided by law. 

liicense tax on telegraph and telephone companies, and on any firm or 

person operating the apparatus necessary to commnnicate 

by telegraph or telephone. 

Sec. 36. (As amended by act approved March 14, 1910.) Bach 
telegraph company and firm, or person, operating the apparatus neces- 
sary to communicate by telegraph, shall for the privilege of doing busi- 
ness between points within this State pay a license tax as follows, to-wit: 

Two dollars per mile of line of poles or conduits owned or operated 
hy the company, firm, or person in this State, and an additional charge 
of two per centum of the gross receipts of the company, firm, or person 
received (or due, though not received), from business done within this 
State during the year ending the thirtieth day of June. 

The specific license tax to be paid iby every corporation, person, or 
association for the privilege of operating the apparatus necessary to 
communicate by telephone, shall be, when the gross receipts do not 
exceed fifty thousand dollars, and when the number of miles of poles 
does not exceed four hundred, and a majority of the stock or other 
property of such company is not owned or controlled by any other tele- 
l>hone or telegraph company whose receipts exceed fifty thousand dol- 
lars, a sum equal to one per centum of the gross receipts of such corpo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia^: Tax Laws. 53 

ration, person or association from business done within this State during 
tlie year ending the thirtieth day of June preceding; when the gross re- 
ceipts from business done within this State during any such year are in 
excess of fifty thousand dollars, or the number of miles of poles exceed 
four hundred, or a majority of the stock or other property of such com- 
pany is owned or controlled by any other telephone or telegraph com- 
pany whose receipts exceed fifty thousand dollars, the license tax shall 
be a sum equal to onei per centum of such receipts up to fifty thousand 
dollars and an additional sum equal to two per centum of such receipts 
exceeding fifty thousand dollars, and, in addition, a sum equal to two 
dollars per mile of line of poles or conduits, owned or operated by such 
corporation, person, or association In this State; provided, that no li- 
cense tax shall be charged against any telephone company chartered in 
this State for the privilege of prosecuting its business when such com- 
pany is purely a local mutual association, and does not charge others 
for transmitting messages over its line, or lines, and is not designed to 
accumulate profits for the benefit of, or to pay dividends to, the stock- 
holders or members thereof. 

The license tax to be paid by any firm or person not incorporated, 
transacting a telegraph or telephone business, or owning and operating 
a telegraph or telephone instrument, line, or conduit, shall be assessed 
by the commissioner of the revenue for the district or city wherein the 
principal office of such firm or person is located, or in which such firm, 
or person, resides. 

Water, faieat, light and power companies. 

36%. (Section added by act approved March 22, 1516.) All 
corporations doing in Virginia the business of furnishing water or heat, 
light and power, whether by means of electricity or gas. shall, on or 
before the first day of September of each year, report to the State Cor- 
poration Commission all of its real and personal property of every de- 
scription in this State 'belonging to it on the thirtieth day of June pre- 
ceding, showing particularly in what city, town or county and school 
district therein the property is located. This report shall include all 
water power rights and privileges, dams, flumes and canals, and shall be 
itemized as provided in sections two, three, and four of this section. 
Each such corporation shall also report its gross receipts from all busi- 
ness dohe in Virginia for the year ending June thirtieth preceding. The 
reports herein required shall be verified by the oath of the president or 
other proper officer or person making the same. The State Corporation 
Commission shall, after thirty days* notice, previously given to the pres- 
ident or other proper person, assess the value of the property of each 
such corporation, and shall assess the franchise tax hereinafter provided 
for. Should any such corporation fail to make the reports required 
by this section on or before the first day of September of each year, the 
State Corporation Commission shall, at such time as it may elect, upon 
the best and most reliable information that can be procured, assess the 
value of the property of such corporation, and shall, in the execution of 
such duties, be authorized and empowered to send for persons and 
papers, and administer an oath to witnesses and examine the same. The 
State Corporation Commission shall, after thirty days' notice previously 
given by it to the president, treasurer or other proper officer of such 
corporation, proceed to ascertain the value of the property and gross 
receipts so reported upon the best and most reliable information that 
can be procured, and to this end shall be authorized and empowered to 
send for persons and papers. The State Corporation Commission shall 
assess upon said property and gross receipts the taxes Imposed thereon 
by law. A certified copy of the assessment when made shall be im- 
mediately forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation Commission 
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to the Auditor of Public Accounts and to the president or other proper 
ofl9x;er of each such corporation, and such corporation shall pay into the 
treasury of the State by the first day of December following the taxes 
assessed against it. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the State Cor- 
poration Commission to furnish to the council of every city and town 
and to the board of supervisors of every county wherein any property 
belonging to such corporation is situated a certified copy of the assess- 
ment made by the State Corporation Commission of such company's 
property, which assessment shall definitely show the character of the 
property, its value and location for the purpose of taxation, in each city, 
town or county and school district therein, so that city, town, county and 
district levies may be imposed upon the same; provided, however, that 
it shall be the duty of the county superintendent of school in each county 
in which any such corporation set forth in this section does business or 
owns property, on or before the first day of July of each year, to fur- 
nish each such corporation the boundaries of the school districts of the 
said county wherein any such property is situated or business done. 
Any suph corporation failing to pay the tax into the treasury within the 
time herein prescribed, shall incur a penalty thereon of five per centum, 
which shall be added to the amount of said tax. Any such company 
which shall fail to make the report hereinbefore required within the time 
herein prescribed shall be liable to a fine of not less than twenty-flvo 
nor more than one hundred dollars for each day such company may be 
in default in making such report, the said fine to be imposed and judg- 
ment entered therefor by the State Corporation Commission after thirty 
days' notice to any such defaulting corporation, to appear before said 
commission, and show cause, if any, against the imposition of such fine, 
subject to appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals. 

2. All electric light and power companies shall, to the extent that 
the property hereinafter particularly set forth is situated in Virginia, 
report to the State Corporation Commission the following property, 
which shall be particularly set forth in said report: The number of feet 
of conductor or cable, number of conductors, insulators, size of conduc- 
tor and standard of gauge, total cost of conductor installed, number, 
kind, height, diameter at top, average, cost, including arms and insula- 
tors of poles carrying conductors; number, kind, and total cost of lamp 
poles erected; number of arc lamps, type,, capacity in amperes, and total 
cost of same; number of incandescent lamps, candle power, and total 
cost of same; number of transformers, capacity of each in kilowatts, and 
the total cost of same installed ; length in feet and size of each conduit, 
number of ducts, type of ducts, nunuber of duct feet in each size conduit, 
character of excavation, manner in which the ducts are laid, number 
of manholes and handholes, size and character of manholes and hand- 
holes, character and number of square yards of paving, and total cost of 
each conduit; the number of feet of cable in each conduit, number of 
conductors, character of insulation, working pressure, size and stand- 
ard of gauge, total cost of cable installed with junction 'boxes, and the 
number, type, and total cost of junction boxes installed; the number and 
capacity each in kilowatts of subway transformers and the total cost of 
subway transformers installed. 

3. All corporations manufacturing and furnishing gas shall report 
the diameter in inches of tbeir mains, length of cast iron mains, length 
of steel and wrought iron mains, the depth laid of mains, the kind of 
soil or rock excavated for same, the age, cost per foot, including paving, 
kind of paving, and total cost as laid; the number, size, age and cost 
of each installed of valves and curb boxes, and the total cost of same; 
the number, diameter in inches, length in feet, cost per foot, including 
paving, and the total cost of services, including meters; number of street 
lamps, cost of same installed. 

4. All corporations furnishing and selling water shall report the 
diameter in inches of mains, length of cast iron mains, length of steel 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia: Tax Laws. 55 



and wrought iron mains, the depth laid and the kind of soil or rock ex- 
cavated, the age and cost per foot, including paving, kind of paving, and 
total cost of said mains the number, size, age and cost of each gate in- 
stalled, and the total cost of gates installed; the number, size, age and 
cost of each hydrant, and the total cost of hydrants installed; the num- 
ber, diameter in inches, length in feet, cost per foot, including paving, 
of each service, and the total cost of service. 

5. Railway companies, which, in addition to operating a railroad, 
also sell heat, light or power within this State, shall come within the 
provisions of this act. The value of the plant of each such company 
shall be apportioned as between its heating, lighting and power busi- 
ness on the one hand, and its railroad business on the other, upon the 
basis of its gross receipts from each department, and each such company 
shall segregate its gross receipts from the sale of heat, light and power 
from its gross receipts from its railroad, and report its gross receipts 
from the same of heat, light and power to the State Corporation Com- 
mission, and pay the property and franchise tax as herein provided. 

Sec. 36%. (Section added by act approved March 22, 1916.) The 
State tax on the intangible personal property (other than bonds issued 
by* counties, cities and towns or other political sub-divisions of this 
State) owned by every corporation doing in this State the •business of 
furnishing water or heat, light and power, whether by means of elec- 
tricity or gas, shall be at the rate of sixty-flve cents on every hundred 
dollars of the assessed value thereof, the proceeds of which shall be ap- 
plied to the expenses of the government, and upon all such intangible 
personal property there may be local levies at the rate authorized by 
law, however, such rates not to exceed thirty cents on every one hun- 
dred dollars of the assessed value thereof, the proceeds of said local 
levies to be applied, as is provided by law. 

The State tax on the money of every corporation doing in this 
State the business, of furnishing water or heat, light and power, whether 
by means of electricity or gas, shall be twenty cents on every one hun- 
dred dollars assessed value thereof, one-half of which shall be applied 
to the support of the government and one-half of which shall be applied 
to the support of the public free schools of this State, and there shall 
be no local levies assessed on such money. 

The State tax on bonds issued by counties, cities and towns or other 
political sub-divisions of this State, owned by every corporation doing 
in this State the business of furuishing water or heat, light and power, 
whether by means of electricity or gas, shall be at the rate of thirty-five 
cents on every one hundred dollars, assessed value thereof, the proceeds 
of which tax shall be applied to the payment of the expenses of the 
government. 

The State tax on the real estate and tangible personal property of 

every corporation doing in this State the business of furnishing water 

or heat, light and power, whether by means of electricity or gas, shall 

be at the rate of ten "cents on every one hundred dollars, assessed value 

thereof, the proceeds of which shall be applied to the support of the 

. public free schools of this State,' and on such real estate and tangible 

personal property there shall be local levies at the same rate or rates 

i as are assessed upon other real estate and tangible personal property, 

i located in such localities, and proceeds of which local levies shall be 

applied as is provided by law. 

Every corporation coming within the provisions of this and the pre- 
ceding section, shall pay to the State an annual State franchise tax 
equal to three-fourths of one per centum of its gross receipts, for the 
privilege of exercising its franchises in this State, which, with the taxes 
liereinibefore provided for, shall be in lieu of all State taxes or license 
charges whatsoever upon the franchises of snch corporations, and the 
shares of stock issued by it, and upon all its property as hereinbefore 
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provided; provided, that nothing herein contained shall exempt such 
corporation from the annual fee required by section one hundred and 
fifty-seven of the Constitution, or from assessments for street and other 
local improvements, which shall be authorized by law, or from the 
county, city, town, district, or road levies; provided, that any city ai 
town may impose a license tax upon such corporafion for the privilege 
of doing business therein, which shall not exceed one-half of one per 
centum of the gross receipts of such business accruing to such corpo- 
ration from said business in such city or town; and, provided, further, 
that from the amount of any such license tax there shall "be deducted 
any sum or sums paid by such corporations to such city or town as a 
merchant's license tax, and license taxes; and provided, further, that 
nothing herein contained shall annul or interfere with or prevent any 
contract or agreement by ordinance between such corporations and mu- 
nicipalities as to compensation for the use of the streets or alleys or 
such municipalities by such corporations. 

The real and personal property of such corporation, other than its 
franchise, shall be assessed on the valuation fixed by the State Corpora- 
tion Commission with county, city, town, district, and road levies, at the 
same rate as real and personal property of natural persons are' assessed 
with such levies. 

No State tax, county, city, town, district or road levy shall be laid 
on the net income of any such corporation, nor shall any county, city, 
town, district or road levy be laid on the gross receipts of any such 
company. 

All taxes and levies shall, until paid, be a lien upon the property 
within this State of the corporation owning the same, and take prece- 
dence of all other liens or encumbrances. 

Any such corporation, or the State or any county or city, at the 
instance of the attorney general of the State, or of the Commtonwealth's 
attorney for any county or city aggrieved by the assessment and ascer- 
tainment of such taxes, may, within thirty days after receiving a certi- 
fied copy thereof, apply for relief to the circuit court of the city of 
Richmond. Notice of the application setting forth the grounds of com- 
plaint, verified by afiidavit, if the appeal be taken by any such corpora- 
tion, shall .be served on the State Corporation Commission, and on the 
attorney general, whose duty it shall be to represent the Commonwealth, 
or if the appeal be taken by the State or any county or city, notice of 
the application, setting forth the grounds of complaint, shall be served 
on such corporation. If the court be of the opinion that the assess- 
ment or tax is excessive, it shall reduce the same, but if of the opinion 
that it is insufficient, it shall increase the same. Unless the applicant 
pay the taxes under protest when due, the court, if the decision is ad- 
verse to the applicant, shall, in disallowing the application, give judg- 
ment against it for the taxes assessed by the State Corporation commis- 
sion, and for a sum, by way of damages, equal to interest at the rate 
of one per centum per month upon the amount of the taxes from the 
time same were payable. If the decision is in favor of such corporation, 
in whole or in part, appropriate relief shall be granted, including the 
right to recover any excess of taxes that may have Ibeen paid with legal 
interest thereon, and the legally taxable cost of said application from 
the -State or local authorities, or both, as the case may be, the judg- 
ment to be enforceable by mandamus or other proper process issuing 
from the court finally adjudicating the application. If the decision be 
in favor of the State or any county or city, appropriate relief shall be 
granted, and the court shall enforce its judgment Iby mandamus or 
other proper process. 

The Supreme Court of Appeals may, subject to the provisions of 
article six of the Constitution, allow a writ of error to either party. 
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Fees on charters. 

Sec. 37. (As amended by act approved February 26, 1910.) Every 
domestic corporation authorized by its charter to exercise the powers of 
a transportation or transmission company, or to own, lease, construct, 
maintain and operate a public service line or road of any kind, upon the 
granting or extension of its charter, shall pay a fee into the treasury of 
the State of Virginia to be ascertained and fixed as follows: 

* For a company whose maximum capital stock Is five thousand dol- 
lars or under, twenty-five dollars; for a company whose capital stock is 
over five thousand dollars, and not to exceed ten thousand dollars, 
fifty dollars; over ten thousand and not to exceed twenty-five thousand 
dollars, seventy-five dollars; over twenty-five thousand dollars, and not 
to exceed fifty thousand dollars, one hundred and twenty-five dollars; 
over fifty thousand dollars, and not to exceed one hundred thousand 
dollars, two hundred dollars; over one hundred thousand dollars, and 
not to exceed three hundred thousand dollars, three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars; over three hundred thousand dollars, and not to 
exceed five hundred thousand dollars, four hundred and fifty dollars; 
over five hundred thousand dollars, and not to exceed eight hundred 
thousand dollars, five hundred and seventy-five dollars; over eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and not to exceed one million dollars, seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars; over one million dollars, and not to exceed ten 
million dollars, one thousand dollars; over ten million dollars, and not 
to exceed twenty million dollars, one thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars; over twenty million dollars, and not to exceed thirty million 
dollars, one thousand five hundred dollars; over thirty million dollars, 
and not to exceed forty million dollars, one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty dollars; over forty million dollars, and not to exceed fifty mil- 
lion dollars, two thousand dollars; over fifty million dollars, and not to 
exceed sixty million dollars, two thousand two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars; over sixty million dollars, and not to exceed seventy million dol- 
lars, two thousand &vq hundred dollars; over seventy million dollars and 
not to exceed eighty million dollars, two thousand seven hundred and 
fifty dollars; over eighty million dollars, and not to exceed ninety mil- 
lion dollars, three thousand dollars; over ninety million dollars, five 
thousand dollars. 

For the purpose of this act the amount to which the company is au- 
thorized by the terms of its charter to increase its capital stock shall be 
considered its maximum capital stock. 

38. (As amended by act approved 'March 14, 1912.) Every do- 
mestic corporation, other than such as are described in the last" pre- 
ceding section, upon the granting or extension of its charter, shall pay 
a fee into the treasury of the State of Virginia to be ascertained and 
fixed as follows: 

For a company whose maximum authorized capital stock is fifty 
thousand dollars or less, ten dollars; for a company whose maximum 
authorized capital stock Is over fifty thousand dollars and less than 
three million, twenty cents for each one thousand dollars or fraction 
thereof; for a company whose maximum authorized capital stock is 
three million dollars or more, six hundred dollars; provided, however, 
that building fund associations, mutual insurance companies without 
capital stock, and other mutual companies not organized for strictly 
benevolent or charitable purposes, shall pay twenty-five dollars only 
for such certificate or incorporation or charter granted; and, provided, 
further, that no fee shall ibe imposed on corporations organized for re- 
ligious, benevolent or literary purposes, or to conduct a purely charitable 
institution or institutions. 

Sec. 38a. (Chap. 53, Acts 1910.) Every foreign corporation, when 
it obtains from the State Corporation Commission ^ certificate of au- 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 Virginia: Tax Laws, 



thority to do business In this State, shall pay an entrance fee into the 
treasury of Virginia to be ascertained and fixed as follows: 

For a company whose maximum capital stock is fifty thousand dol- 
lars, or less, thirty dollars; for a company whose capital stock is over 
fifty thousand dollars, and not to exceed one million dollars, sixty cents 
for each one thousand dollars or fraction thereof; over one million dol- 
lars, and not to exceed ten million dollars, one thousand dollars; over 
ten million dollars, and not to exceed twenty million dollars, one thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty dollars; over twenty million dollars, .and 
not to exceed thirty million dollars, one thousand five hundred dollars; 
over thirty million dollars, and not to exceed forty million dollars, one 
thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars; over forty million dollars, 
and not to exceed fifty million dollars, two thousand dollars; over fifty 
million dollars, and not to exceed sixty million dollars, two thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars; over sixty million dollars, and not to exceed 
seventy million dollars, two thousand five hundred dollars; over seventy 
million dollars, and not to exceed eighty million dollars, two thousand 
seven hundred and fifty dollars; over eighty million dollars, and not to 
exceed ninety million dollars, three thousand dollars; over ninety mil- 
lion dollars, five thousand dollars; provided, however, that foreign cor- 
porations without capital stock shall pay fifty dollars only for such cer- 
tificate of authority to do business in this State. 

For the purpose of this act the amount to which the company is 
authorized by the terms of its charter to increase its capital stock shall 
be considered its maximum capital stock. 

Sec. 39. (As amended by act approved February 26, 1910.) A 
charter heretofore granted or issued under the law of this State, where- 
by none of the powers of a transportation or transmission company or 
other public service corporation were conferred upon the corporation so 
chartered, shall not be amended so as to add to the powers and privi- 
leges originally, acquired by the corporation, any of the powers, rights 
and privileges of a transportation or transmission or of any other public 
service company. 

Upon the amendment of any charter, domestic or foreign, the fee 
to be charged on the amended charter shall be an amount equal to tlie 
difference between the amount already paid on the original charter and 
the amount required by this act to be paid on the maximum amount 
provided for in such amendment and upon the amendment or extension 
of any charter, domestic or foreign, if no fee was paid to this State on 
the original charter, the amount to be paid shall be the same as would 
have to be paid on original charter. 

Upon the amendment or extension of a charter of a transportation 
or transmission company, or any other public service company, in the 
event that the charter fee paid on the original charter and any prior 
amendments, shall be less than the amount of charter fee required to be 
paid on an original charter of that character by the terms of this act 
then a charter fee shall be paid on the amended charter equal in amount 
to the difference between the charter fee already paid on the original 
charter and any prior amendments thereof and the amount required by 
this act to be paid on the maximum amount of authorized capital stock 
provided for in the charter of said corporation at the time of such 
amendment. 

Upon the merger or consolidation of two or more corporations in 
the manner provided for by the laws of this State, whenever one of the 
corporations so merging or consolidating is a foreign corporation, then 
a charter fee shall be paid, as provided for in this act, upon the amount 
of capital stock proposed to be issued by the new or consolidated cor- 
poration taken as the maximum capital stock for the purpose of esti- 
mating said charter fee. 
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Sec. 40. The fees hereinbefore required to the paid by corporations 
organized under the laws of a jurisdiction beyond this State, and pro- 
posing to transact business in this State, shall be paid direct into the 
treasury of the State, whereupon the State Corporation Commission may 
issue a certificate authorizing the said corporation to transact such busi- 
ness and conduct operations of a character to be described in said cer- 
tificate within this State, but the said corporation shall not have the 
right to transact business or conduct operations of any character in this 
State until said fees have been paid, and said certificate been duly is- 
sued. Nothing contained in this section or the three preceding sections 
shall be construed to impose a fee for a charter, or for authority to 
transact business in this State, upon any company which has already 
paid the fee or tax heretofore imposed by law upon its charter, or for 
authority to transact its business in this State; but this provision shall 
not be construed to exempt any amendment or extension of any such 
charter or of such authority to transact business in this State from the 
fees imposed by the sections hereinabove mentioned, or either of thera. 
And the clerk of the State Corporation Commisison shall, along with 
the order of the commission in the premises record said certificate and 
the certificate of the auditor of public accounts as to the payment of 
such fees in a proper book to be kept by said clerk for the purpose. 

Pees for rei^istratlon. 

Sec. 41. (As amended by act approved March 12, 1908.) Every 
domestic corporation, other than a purely charitable institution, and every 
foreign corporation doing business in this State, whose maximum capi- 
tal stock is fifteen thousand dollars, or under, and every such corpo- 
ration organized on a mutual basis or without capital stock, shall pay 
Into the treasury of the State, on or before the first day of March In 
each and every year, an annual registration fee of five dollars; a corpo- 
ration whose maximum capital stock Is over fifteen thousand dollars, 
and does not exceed fifty thousand dollars, shall pay an annual regis- 
tration fee of ten dollars; a corporation whose maximum capital stock 
is over fifty thousand dollars, and does not exceed one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, shall pay an annual registration fee of fifteen dollars; a 
corporation whose maximum capital stock is over one hundred thou- 
sand dollars and does not exceed three hundred thousand dollars, shall 
pay an annual registration fee of twenty dollars; and a corporation 
whose maximum capital stock exceeds three hundred thousand dollars, 
shall pay an annual registration fee of twenty-five dollars; said annual 
registration fee shall be irrespective of any specific license tax or other 
tax or fee imposed by law upon said corporation for the privilege of 
carrying on its business in this State, or upon its franchise, property or 
receipts. 

The State Corporation Commission shall ascertain from its records 
the amount of the authorized maximum capital stock of each of said cor- 
porations, as of the first day in January of each year, and shall assess 
against each such corporation the registration fee herein imposed, and a 
certified copy of the assessment, when made, shall be forwarded by the 
clerk of the State Corporation Commission, before the fifteenth day of 
February, to the Auditor of Pu^blic Accounts, and to each such corpo- 
ration. 

The State Corporation Commission may require every domestic and 
foreign corporation, in the month of January, in each year, and within 
such time as it may prescribe, to make to the commission, on forms 
prescribed by it, such report of the status, business, and condition of 
each such corporation as the commission may call for. 

The failure of any corporation for two successive years to pay its 
annual registration fee, or to make such report, shall, when such failure 
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shall have continued for ninety days after the expiration of such two 
years, operate, without further proceedings, as a revocation and annul- 
ment of the charter of such corporation, if it he a domestic corporation, 
or if its certificate of authority to do business in this State, if it be a 
foreign corporation, and the State Corporation Commission shall publish 
the fact of such revocation or annulment once a week for four consecu- 
tive weeks in a daily newspaper published in the city of Richmond, 
Virginia. 

The failure of any corporation to pay its annual registration fee for 
any single year shall, when such failure shall have continued for ninety 
days after the same has been assessed, subject such corporation to a 
fine of not less than double the amount of such assessment, to be im- 
posed and judgment entered therefor by the State Corporation Commis- 
sion. 

42. Any such corporation which shall fail to make the report here- 
inbefore required within the prescribed time, shall be liable to a fine of 
not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars for each 
offense, and each period of thirty days wherein such company may be in 
such default in making such report shall constitute a distinct and sepa- 
rate offense. The said fine to be imposed and judgment entered there- 
for by the State Corporation Commission, after thirty days* notice to any 
such defaulting corporation to appear before the said commission, and 
to show cause, if any, against the imposition of such fine, subject to ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 

Annual State franchise tax. 

Sec. 43. (As amended by act approved February 26, 1910.) EJvery 
corporation, joint stock company, or association, organized or formed 
under, by or pursuant to law in this State, except railway, canal, light, 
heat, and power companies, gas and water companies, insurance, bank- 
ing and security companies, telephone companies, having an authorized 
maximum capital stock of five thousand dollars or less, cemetery, relig- 
ious and charitable associations, shall, in addition to the charter fee, 
tax on property, and income or receipts, and license tax, and the regis- 
tration fee prescribed by law, pay into the treasury of the State on or 
before the first day of March, of each and every year, an annual State 
franchise tax to be assessed by the State corporation commission. 

The amount of such franchise tax shall be as follows: Where the 
maximum capital stock is twenty-five thousand dollars, and under, ten 
dollars; over twenty-five thousand dollars, and not in excess of fifty 
thousand dollars, twenty dollars; over fifty thousand dollars, and not In 
excess of one hundred thousand dollars, forty dollars; over one hundred 
thousand dollars, and not in excess of three hundred thousand dollars, 
sixty dollars; over three hundred thousand dollars, and not in excess of 
five hundred thousand dollars, one hundred dollars; over five hundred 
thousand dollars, and not in excess of one million dollars, two hundred 
dollars; and for all in excess of one million dollars, an additional sum 
of ten dollars for each one hundred thousand dollars or fraction thereof 
in excess of one million dollars. 

The State Corporation Commission shall ascertain the amount of 
the authorized maximum capital stock of each such corporation, com- 
pany or association as of the first day of January in each year, and shall 
assess against each such corporation, company, or association the State 
franchise tax herein imposed, and a certified copy of such assessment, 
when made, shall be forwarded by the clerk of the State Corporation 
Commission before the fifteenth day of February to the Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts and to the president or other proper officer of every such 
corporation, company or association. 
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Any such corporation, company or association failing to pay said 
tax into the State treasury within the time prescribed shall incur a pen- 
alty thereon of five per centum and interest at the rate of six per centum 
per annum on the total amount of tax and penalty from the date when 
the same was due until paid, which shall be added to the amount of said 
tax. 

(Act approved March 24, 1914.) 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That all 
building and loan associations or companies, doing only the business of 
building, and loan association or company in the counties or cities in 
which their principal ofl9ces are located, and in not more than five con- 
tiguous counties, and in the cities located in such counties and organ- 
ized on the wholly mutual plan, be, and they are hereby exempted from 
the payment of any *State franchise tax, and, whereas, no assessments of 
such tax have heretofore been made against any building and loan as- 
sociation, the State Corporation Commission is directed to recall and 
cancel any assessment made against any building and loan association 
or company of this State from the State franchise tax for the year nine- 
teen hundred and fourteen, and any previous years, and not to further 
assess any such building and loan association or company for said State 
franchise tax doing ibusiness only in the county or city wherein its prin- 
cipal ofi^ces are located, and in not more than &ye counties contiguous 
thereto, and organized on the wholly mutual plan. 

Tax on inheritances. 

Section 44. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) A 
Tax on inheritance. — ^^Where any estate in the Commonwealth of any 
decedent shall pass under a will or under the laws regulating decents 
and distributions, to any person, or to or for the use of any person, the 
estate so passing shall be subject to a tax at the rate of five per centum 
on every hundred dollars* value thereof; provided, that estates passing 
to or for the use of the grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, hus- 
band, wife, brother, sister or lineal descendant of such decedent shall be 
subject to a tax of one per centum on every hundred dollars* value 
thereof in excess of fifteen thousand dollars; and provided further that 
such tax shall not be imposed upon any property bequeathed or devised 
where such bequest or devise is exclusively for State, county, municipal, 
benevolent, charitable, educational or religious purposes. The foregoing 
rates are for convenience termed the primary rates. When the amount 
of the market value of such property or interest exceeds fifteen thou- 
sand dollars, the rate of tax upon such excess shall be as follows: 

(1) Upon all in excess of fifteen thousand dollars up to fifty thou- 
sand dollars, at the primary rates. 

(2) Upon all in excess of fifty thousand dollars and up to two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, two times the primary rates. 

(3) Upon all in excess of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
and up to one million dollars, three times the primary rates. 

(4) Upon all in excess of one million dollars, four times the pri- 
mary rates. 

(B) The personal representative of such decedent shall pay the 
vhole of such tax, except on real estate, to sell which or to receive the 
rents and profits of which he is not authorized by the will, and the 
sureties on his ofllcial bond shall be bound for the payment thereof. 

(C) Where there is no personal estate, or the personal represen- 
tative is not authorized to sell or receive the rents and profits of the 
real estate, tax shall be paid by the devisee or devisees, or those to 
"Whom the estate may descend by operation of the law and the tax shall 
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be a lien on such real estate, and the treasurer may rent or levy upon 
and sell so much of said real estate as shall be sufficient to pay the tax 
and expenses of sale, et cetera. 

(D) Such payment shall be made to the treasurer of the county 
or city in which certificate was granted such personal representative 
for obtaining probate of the will or letters of administration. 

(E) The corporation or hustings court of a city, or the circuit 
court of a county or city, the chancery court of the city of Richmond, 
the law and chancery court of the city of Norfolk, or the clerk of the 
circuit court of a county or city before whom a will is probated or 
administration is granted, shall determine the inheritance tax, if any, to 
be paid on the estate passing by will or administration, and shall enter 
of record in the order book of the couit or clerk, as the case may be, by 
whom such tax shall be paid and the amount to be paid. The clerk of 
the court shall certify a copy of such order to the treasurer of his county 
or city and to the Auditor of Public Accounts for which services the 
clerk shall be paid a fee of two dollars and fifty cents by the personal 
representative of the estate. The Auditor of Public Accounts shall 
charge the treasurer with the tax and the treasurer shall pay the same 
into the treasury as collected, less a commission of five per centum. 
Every personal representative or other party or officer failing in any re- 
spect to comply with this section shall forfeit one hundred dollars. 

(F) Any personal representative, devisee or person to whom the 
estate may descend by operation of law, failing to pay such tax before 
the estate on which it is chargeable is paid or delivered over (whether he 
be applied to for the tax or not) shall be liable to damages thereon at the 
rate of ten per centum per annum for the time such estate is paid or 
delivered over until the tax is paid, which damages may be recovered 
with the tax, on motion of the Attorney for the Commonwealth and in 
the name of the Commonwealth against him, in the circuit court for the 
county or in the corporation or hustings court of the city wherein such 
tax is assessed, except that in the city of Richmond the motion shall be in 
the chancery court. Such estate shall be deemed paid or delivered at the 
end of a year from the decedent's death, unless and except so far as it 
may appear that the legatee or distributee has neither received such es- 
tate nor is entitled then to demand it. All taxes upon said inheritances 
paid into the State treasury shall be placed to the credit of the public 
school fund of the Commonwealth and shall be apportioned according to 
school population and be used for the primary and grammar grades. 
(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Licenses— Schedule A. 

Merchants. 

45. (As amended by act approved <March 19, 1915.) Every person, 
firm, company or corporation engaged in the business of a merchant shall 
pay a license tax for the privilege of doing business in this State to be 
graduated by the amount of purchases made by him during the period 
for which the license is granted, and all goods, wares and merchandise 
manufactured by such merchant and sold or offered for sale, in this State, 
as merchandise, shall be considered as purchases within the meaning of 
this section; provided, that this section shall not be construed as applying 
to manufacturers taxed on capital by this State, who offer for sale at the 
place of manufacture, goods, wares and merchandise manufactured W 
them. To ascertain the amount of purchases it shall be the duty of such 
merchant, on the first day of April of each year, or within ten days there- 
after, to make report in writing, under oath, to the commissioner of the 
revenue, for the district for which he was licensed, showing purchases as 
above defined, and also goods, wares and merchandise manufactured and 
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sold or offered for sale In this State during: the next preceding twelve 
months; except such goods, wares and merchandise as is manufactured 
by persons, firms and corporations taxed on their capital -by this State. 
The form of the report required by this section shall be prepared by the 
Auditor of Public Accounts and furnished to each commissioner of the 
revenue, and by him distributed to each licensed merchant; and each 
commissioner shall, in the mode prescribed for making such report by 
him of violations of the revenue law, report every merchant who shall 
fail to comply with the requirements of this section. Any person vio- 
lating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of not less than 
thirty dollars, or more than one thousand dollars for each offense. 

Merchants* license. 

46. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) For every 
license to a merchant, firm, company or corporation as defined in section 
forty-five engaged in the business of a merchant, the amount to be paid 
shall be graduated as follows: 

If the amount of purchases shall not exceed one thousand dollars, 
the amount shall be five dollars. When purchases exceed one thousand 
dollars, 'but do not exceed two thousand dollars, the amount shall be ten 
dollars; and for all purchases over two thousand dollars and less than 
one hundred thousand dollars, there shall be paid twenty cents on the 
one hundred dollars; and upon all the purchases over one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, there shall be paid ten cents on every hundred dollars in 
excess of one hundred thousand dollars. 

Each merchant shall keep his invoices and a record with ink of all 
purchases, and from whom made, which record shall be open to inspection 
and examination by the taxing ofllcers of the State, and the report of pur- 
chases made by the merchant shall be taken from that record; and he or 
his agents shall make oath to the correctness of the report and that the 
same is in accordance with said record, and that the record has been 
accurately kept. 

It shall be the duty of the commissioner of the revenue to examine 
the record of purchases required to be kept by the merchant and to 
verify the merchant's report of purchases by that record; and he shall 
state upon the report of purchases made to him by the merchant that 
he did examine the record of purchases kept by the merchant. Every 
merchant who does not keep the record herein provided for shall be as- 
sessed with and pay a minimum State license tax^ of twenty-five dollars, 
in addition to such tax as may be ascertained by^the local board of re- 
view as hereinafter provided for. Every merchant who does not keep 
the record herein provided for shall be reported by the commissioner of 
the revenue to the local board of review whose duty it shall be to ascer- 
tain the correct purchases of such merchant by summoning the merchant 
before it and by such investigation and examination as it deems proper 
to make or to have made, to correctly determine the true and correct pur- 
chases of such merchant, and when this fact has been ascertained the 
local board of review shall direct the commissioner of revenue to assess 
such merchant with the State license tax provided iby law upon the pur- 
chases so ascertained, in addition to the minimum State license tax of 
twenty-five dollars hereinbefore provided for, but the minimum State 
license tax of twenty-five dollars hereinbefore provided for shall not apply 
to licenses granted merchants in the license year beginning May first, 
nineteen hundred and sixteen, and ending April thirtieth, nineteen hun- 
dred and seventeen. Should the commissioner of the revenue fail to 
perform the duty herein imposed upon him he shall not be paid by the 
State any commission upon the tax so assessed, and he shall be subject 
in each case of failure to a fine of twenty-five dollars to !be recovered as 
other fines are recovered, and it shall be the duty of the local board of 
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review to briixg to the attention of the attorney for the. Common wealth 
each failure of the commissioner of the revenue to perform the duty 
herein required of him. 

Provided, further, that goods, wares and merchandise not belonging to a 
merchant which are offered for sale by the merchant or by another person at 
the merchant's duly licensed place of business shall require such merchant to 
talLe out the license of a commission merchant The sums imposed under and 
by virtue of this section shall be in lieu of all taxes for 'State purposes 
on the capital actually employed by said merchant or mercantile firm or 
corporation in said business, except the registration fee and franchise 
tax, and except that such merchant shall not be exempt from the pay- 
ment of county, district, and road levies on the net amount of capital, as 
defined by law, on hand on the first day of February of each year and 
may be required to pay the usual city, county, district, and road or other 
levies thereon, notwithstanding this act. The word "capital" shall in- 
clude moneys and credits actively used in carrying on the business, in- 
cluding goods, wares and merchandise on hand, and all solvent bonds, 
demands and claims made and contracted in the business during the pre- 
ceding year; but real estate shall not be held to be capital, but shall be 
assessed and taxed as other specific property; but any merchant may file 
with the commissioner of the revenue a statement verified by affidavit 
showing the amounts owing upon the purchase price of such goods, wares 
and merchandise, if any, and further showing the persons, firms, or cor- 
porations to whom the same is due, and the address of each, and there- 
upon it shall become the duty of the commissioner of the revenue to de- 
duct the aggregate of such amounts from the capital of such merchants 
in making the assessment on such capital. 

For the purposes of ascertaining the tax to be paid by a merchant 
boginning business, his purchases shall be considered to be the amount 
of goods, wares and merchandise bought to commence! business with, in- 
cluding goods, wares and merchandise manufactured by him to be offered 
for sale at the place at which he conducts his business as a merchant, pro- 
vided such place is not the place of manufacture, also including an esti- 
mate of purchases which the merchant will make between the date of the 
issuance of his license and the thirty-first of March following, and in- 
cluding an estimate of the amount of goods, wares and merchandise 
manufactured by him to be offered for sale at the place at which he con- 
ducts his business as a merchant, provided such place is not the place 
of manufacture. 

If, after the close of the year for which the license is issued, the 
merchant should elect not to renew it, but desires the privilege to sell 
whatever remnant or purchase he may have on hand at the time, it may 
be lawful for him to do so upon the payment of a license upon said 
remnant of merchandise to be regarded for purposes of revenue as pur- 
chases. 

All other property held by such merchant or firm or corporation 
engaged in mercantile ibusiness, not offered for sale as merchandise, shall 
be separately listed and taxed as other property. The sums required by 
this section to be paid when the license is taken out shall be collected in 
the same manner that the amounts required to be paid for other licenses 
are collected. Dealers in coal, wood or ice paying license tax under this 
section may peddle the same from vehicles without paying additional tax. 
But nothing in this section shall be so construed as to require a license of 
any person who may canvass any county or corporation to buy lambs, 
pigs, calves, fowls, eggs, butter and such like small matters of subsistence 
designed as food for man, but any person who shall keep a place of busi- 
ness for the purpose of selling such articles in, or within a half mile of 
any city or town in the State, shall take out license therefor, as herein- 
before prescribed; provided that dealers in coal and wood in cities of 
forty thousand inhabitants or more, who peddle the same from vehicles 
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shall pay an additional tax of fifty dollars for each wagon thus used. 
(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Merchant on train. 

46%. (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) That 
every person, firm, company or corporation engaged in the business of 
selling on railroad trains in this State, newspapers, periodicals, maga- 
zines, candies, fruits, et cetera, shall pay a license tax at the rate of 
twenty cents for each and every mile of track for which the person, firm, 
company or corporation operates in this State. 

The person, firm, company or corporation desiring to take out the 
license required by this act shall make a sworn statement of the trackage 
over which it is proposed to operate in Virginia, and file the same with 
the commissioner of the revenue, to whom he appiies for the license. Any 
person, firm, company or corporation making a false statement under oath 
as to trackage shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not 
less than twenty-five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars for each 
offense. 

The license required by this act shall be issued by the commissioner 
of the revenue, and the tax thereon shall be paid to the county or city 
treasurer where the license is issued, in the same manner other licenses 
are applied for and tax thereon paid is now provided by law. The license 
issued under this section shall be good on railroad trains throughout 
the State. 

Oyster packers. 

46^^ (a). (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every 
person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of shucking or pack- 
ing oysters in this State shall pay a license tax for the privilege of trans- 
acting such 'business, to be graduated by the amount of oysters shucked or 
packed by him during the period for which his license is granted. To 
ascertain the amount of oysters shucked or packed, it shall be the duty 
of such person, firm, or corporation, on the first day of April of each 
year, or within ten days thereafter, to make report in writing, under 
oath, to the oyster inspector for the district for which he was licensed 
showing the amount of oysters actually shucked or packed by him during 
the next preceding twelve months. The form of report required by this 
section shall be prepared by the Auditor of Public Accounts and fur- 
nished to each oyster inspector and by him distributed to each licensed 
oyster packer, and each inspector shall, in the mode prescribed for mak- 
ing such report by him of the violations of the oyster laws, report every 
oyster packer who shall faii to comply with the requirements of this sec- 
tion. Any person, firm or corporation violating the provision of this 
section shall pay a fine of not less than thirty dollars, nor more than one 
thousand dollars, for each offense. 

Oyster packers' lic^ise. 

46% (b). (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) For 
every license to a person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of 
shucking or packing oysters, the amount to be paid shall be graduated 
as follows: If the amount of oysters shucked or packed by such person, 
firm or corporation shall not exceed twenty-five thousand gallons, the 
amount shall be five dollars. When the amount of such oysters exceeds 
twenty-five thousand gallons, but does not exceed fifty thousand gallons, 
the amount shall be ten dollars. When the amount of such oysters ex- 
ceeds fifty thousand gallons, and does not exceed one hundred thousand 
gallons, the amount shall be twenty-five dollars. When the amount of 
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such oysters exceeds one hundred thousand gallons, and does not exceed 
two hundred thousand gallons, the amount shall be fifty dollars. Wlien 
the amount of such oysters exceeds two hundred thousand gallons, the 
amount shall be one hundred dollars. The sums Imposed under and by 
virtue of this section shall be in lieu of all taxes for State purposes on the 
capital actually employed by said person, firm, or corporation, in said 
business. The word "capital" shall include moneys and credits actively 
used in carrying on the business, including goods, wares and merchandise 
on hand, and all solvent bonds, demands, and claims made and contracted 
in the business during the preceding year; but real estate shall not be 
held to be capital but shall be assessed and taxed as other specific prop- 
erty. All other property held by such person, firm, or corporation shall 
be listed and taxed as other property. The sums required by this section 
to ibe paid when the license is taken out .shall be collected in the same 
manner that the amounts required to be paid for other licenses under the 
oyster laws of the State are collected, and shall be accounted for as part 
of the oyster fund. 

Railroad and other incorporated companies which sell mineral or forest 
prodncts or other articles. 

Sec. 47. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) Every 
railroad company or other incorporated company in this Commonwealth, 
whether such privilege be granted in its charter or not, which shall sell 
any mineral or forest product, or any other article, shall be taxed as other 
merchants dealing in like commodities. This act shall apply to com- 
panies keeping commissaries, or having agents for the sale of any other 
article than their own product; provided, that nothing herein contained 
shall prevent a railroad company from buying and distributing to its em- 
ployees, as a part of their compensation meat, meal and flour, at the cost 
price thereof, but nothing in the foregoing shall be construed as requiring 
a company selling the products of their own mines, or lands, or manu- 
facturies, to pay a merchant's license for so doing, but any such com- 
pany selling its product at a definite place of business apart from its 
mine, land or place of manufacture, shall pay the merchant's license tax 
as provided by law. Any railroad company or other incorporated com- 
pany selling any article or product on account of the owner, and receiving 
a compensation therefor other than for transportation, storage or hand- 
ling as provided for in its charter, shall pay a license the same as com- 
mission merchants. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of the 
revenue to ascertain the liability of such individuals or companies in this 
State to the payment of such license taxes, and shall assess the same in 
the same manner as other merchants. (This section as amended in force 
on and after June 17, 1916). 

Conunission merchants and brokers. 

48. (As a(mended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son, firm or corporation doing business in this State who receives or dis- 
tributes provisions and merchandise, including flour, hay or grain, ship- 
ped to such person, firm or corporation for distribution on account of the 
shipper, or who participates in the profits ensuing from or accruing out 
of the sales of such provisions or merchandise, including fiour, hay or 
grain, or who invoices such sale or collects the money therefor, shall be 
deemed to be a broker who receives or distributes provisions and mer- 
chandise, including flour, hay or grain. Every person, flrm, or corpo- 
ration, buying or selling for another any kind of merchandise on com- 
mission shall be a commission merchant. Any person, flrm or corpora- 
tion licensed as a commission merchant may sell any personal property 
which may be left with or consigned to him for sale, except wine, ardent 
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spirits and malt liquors, gold or silver coin, bonds, certificates of public 
or private debts or other securities; provided, however, that any such 
merchant may sell wine, ardent spirits and malt liquors, gold or silver 
coin, bonds, certificates of public or private debts or other securities by 
taking out the license therefor prescribed in the case of liquor merchants 
or stock brokers. Any person, firm or corporation buying or selling con- 
trary to the provisions of this section, or who shall in any manner violate 
the same, shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars, nor more than 
one thousand dollars for each offense. 

Commission merchants* and brokers* license. 

49. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son, firm or corporation shall pay for the privilege of transacting the 
business of a commission merchant or broker the sum of fifty dollars; 
provided, the commissions do not exceed one thousand dollars, but when 
the commissions exceed one thousand dollars, the tax shall be fifty dollars, 
and an additional tax at the rate of one dollar on each one hundred dol- 
lars, or fraction thereof, of commissions in excess of one thousand dol- 
lars and if the license is to include the privileges of selling wine, ardent 
spirits, and malt liquors, gold or silver coins, bonds, certificates of public 
or private debts, or other securities, there shall be paid, in addition, the 
amounts required in each case to be paid by liquor merchants and stock 
brokers and in like manner. 

Sale by peddlers. 

50. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) Any person 
who shall carry from place to place, any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
and offer to sell or barter the same or actually sell or barter the same, 
shall be deemed to be a peddler, and any person licensed as a peddler 
may sell any personal property a merchant may sell, or he may exchange 
the same for other articles; and whenever a license is granted to a ped- 
dler to sell such goods, wares, or merchandise, his license shall be valid 
for one year from date of its issue. Said license shall not be trans- 
ferable, and any person so licensed shall endorse him name on the said 
license, and such license shall confer authority to sell at any house or 
place within the county or city in which the license was granted. Any 
peddler who shall peddle for sale or barter without a license shall pay a 
fine of not less than fifty dollars, nor more than &vq hundred dollars for 
each offense, one-half of which shall go to the informer; any person 
selling or offering to sell as a peddler shall exlliblt his license on demand 
of any citizen of the county, city, or town in which he sells or offers 
to sell or barter and upon his failure or refusal to do so he shall be sub- 
ject to the penalties of peddling without a license. This section shall be 
construed to include persons engaged in peddling lightning rods. All per- 
sons who do not keep a regular place of business (whether it be in a 
house, /)r a vacant lot, or elsewhere), open at all times in regular business 
hours, and at the same place, who shall offer for sale goods, wares and 
merchandise, shall be deemed peddlers under this act. All persons who 
keep a regular place of business, open at all times in regular business 
hours and at the same place, and who shall elsewhere than at such regu- 
lar place of business personally, or through their agents, offer for sale 
or sell, and at the time of such offering for sale, deliver goods, wares and 
merchandise, shall also be deemed peddlers as above, but this section 
shall not apply to those who sell or offer for sale, in person or by their 
employees, ice, wood, meats, milk, ibutter, eggs, poultry, fish, oysters, 
game, vegetables, fruits, or other family supplies of a perishable nature 
grown or produced by them and not purchased by them for sale. But a 
dairyman who uses upon the streets of any city one or more wagons may 
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sell and deliver from his wagons milk, butter, cream and eggs in said 
city without procuring a peddler's license. (This section as amended 
in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Peddlers* license. 

51. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) For the priv- 
ilege of peddling or bartering in any county, city or town, there shall be 
paid two hundred and fifty dollars for each person so engaged or em- 
ployed, when he travels on foot, and when he peddles otherwise than on 
foot, the tax paid shall the five hundred dollars, except that the tax on 
peddlers of ice, wood, meat, milk, butter, eggs, poultry, fish, oysters, 
game, vegetables, fruits or other family supplies of a perishable nature, 
not grown or produced by them, shall be twenty-five dollars for each ve- 
hicle used in such peddling, except that no State license shall be charged 
for peddling fish and oysters in the country or in incorporated towns, nor 
shall this section apply to persons who are engaged in selling melons 
from a car or cars in the country and in towns where the same does not 
remain for more than twenty-four hours at any one pl^ce and except that 
the tax on peddlers of pianos and organs shall be ten dollars for each 
person engaged in selling pianos or organs from a peddler's wagon, said 
tax to be paid to the proper bflacer of each county, city and town wherein 
such wagon is so used; provided, however, that nothing in this act shall 
be construed to prevent any city or town from requiring an additional li- 
cense tax on such peddlers of pianos and organs, where the charter of 
such city or town authorizes it to impose license taxes, and except that 
the tax on the peddlers of lightning rods shall be two hundred dollars, 
and that peddlers in coal and wood in cities of over forty thousand in- 
habitants who peddle the same from vehicles, shall pay a tax of fifty 
dollars for each vehicle used; provided, that no State license tax shall 
be imposed on peddlers of meats sold in the country. Every vehicle used 
in peddling as aforesaid shall have conspicuously displayed thereon the 
name of the peddler using the same, together with the street and num- 
ber of his residence, if he resides in any city or town. 

It shall be the duty oi? the commissioner of revenue to issue a ped- 
dler's license to a person desiring to obtain the same, upon the presen- 
tation to him of the certificate of the county or city treasurer that the 
license tax has been paid to him. Nothing under thi^ or the preceding 
section shall be construed to require of any farmer a peddler's license for 
the privilege of selling or peddling farm products, wood or charcoal 
grown or produced by him. 

liightning rod merchant. 

51 (a). (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) 1. That 
any person, firm, or corporation who sells by sample in person or through 
agents taking orders and thereafter delivering the lightning rods and all 
material necessary to the erection of the same to the person or persons 
from whom said orders have been secured and erecting the same as 
directed, the same shall be known as a lightning rod merchant. 

2. Every such lightning rod merchant shall pay a specific "State li-. 
cense tax of twenty-five dollars for each license year, which shall not be 
subject to any abatement, and shall, in addition to said State license, se- 
cure from the commissioner of every county or city, in which such busi- 
ness is done an additional license for each license year of ten dollars. 

3. Nothing in this act shall apply to peddlers of lightning rods 
selling and delivering same at the time of the sale. Any person, firm, or 
corporation, selling contrary to the provisions of this act shall be fined 
not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars for each 
offense. 
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Sale or barter of patent ri^ta. 

52. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1916.) No person, 
except the patentee, shall sell or barter the right to manufacture or use 
any machinery or other thing patented under the laws of the United 
States, without first having obtained a license therefor from some commis- 
sioner of the revenue of a county or city, which license shall grant the 
privilege of selling anywhere in the State, but if used out of the county 
or city where granted shall be authenticated by the certifl^cate of the 
clerks of the circuit court of the county, or the clerk of the corporation 
court of the city where granted, that the person signing the same is really 
the commissioner of the revenue, and that his signature is believed to be 
genuine. A separate license shall be required on each patented thing of 
which the right to make or use is sold, but any person owning the State 
right for any patented thing may sell anywhere in the State through 
agents provided with a copy of his license thus obtained certified as here- 
inbefore provided. Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hundred 
dollars for each offense. 

License for sale or barter of patent rights. 

53. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every person 
who shall sell or barter the right to manufacture or use machinery or 
other thing patented under the laws of the United States, except the pat- 
entee, if he be a citizen of the United States, shall pay for the privilege 
the sum of twenty-five dollars. Nothing in this or the preceding section 
shall be construed to authorize the sale of the article or thing patented. 

Land agents. 

54. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person, 
firm, or corporation shall without a license, act as agent for the sale of 
lands. Any person licensed as a land agent may sell land in this Com- 
monwealth entrusted to him for Sale. Any person selling land or offer- 
ing to sell the same, who is not an auctioneer, or who has not the fee sim- 
ple title, or any other less estate therein, shall be held to be a land 
agent; but this section shall not be construed to prevent any person not 
engaged in the business of selling land for compensation from selling, 
without license, any lands for the sale of which he has a duly authenti- 
cated power of attorney, nor commissioners and receivers appointed by 
the courts, nor executors of wills, nor trustees in deeds of trust. For 
any violation of this section the person offending shall pay a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars for 
each offense. 

License on a land agent. 

55. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A land agent 
shall pay for the privilege of selling land entrusted to him for sale, the 
sum of ten dollars and one-eighth of one per centum on amount of sales; 
provided, however, that if his place of business is in a town or city of 
more than two thousand and not exceeding three thousand inhabitants, 
he shall pay the additional sum of ten dollars; if in a town or city of 
more than three thousand and not exceeding four thousand inhabitants, 
he shall pay the addition sum of twenty dollars; if in a town or city 
of more than four thousand and not exceeding five thousand inhabitants, 
he shall pay the additional sum of thirty dollars; if in a town or city of 
five thousand inhabitants or more, he shall pay the additional sum of 
^OTty dollars; and, provided, further, that where there is a firm of land 
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agents doing business at one locality, said tax shall be on the firm and not 
on each member thereof. 

Book Agents. 

56. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person, 
firm or corporation shall, without a license, act as a ibook agent. 

Any person, firm or corporation other than a licensed merchant, vho 
shall receive subscriptions for, or shall in any manner furnish books, 
maps, prints, pamphlets or periodicals, shall be deemed to be a book agent. 
Any person desiring to distribute any religious books, pamphlets, or peri- 
iodicals, may apply to the judge of the county, circuit or corporation 
court of any county or city in which he may desire to distribute the same 
and said judge, upon 'being satisfied that the person applying is of good 
character, and a proper person in whom to confide the trust of distribu- 
ting such books, may direct the commissioner of the revenue to grant him 
a license without the payment of a license tax therefor. Any person, 
firm, or corporation violating the provisions of this section shall pay a 
fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for 
each offense. 

License on book agents. 

57. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A book agent 
shall pay for the privilege of acting as such the sum of ten dollars. 

Auction sales; who may sell without a license. 

58. (As amended by act approved iMarch 19, 1915.) No person 
shall sell at auction or public outcry, for compensation, without a license, 
except in the following cases — ^to-wit: 

First. The estate of a decedent may be sold by his personal rep- 
resentative or his agent, according to law or the provisions of the will. 

Second. Property conveyed by deed of trust, or decreed or ordered 
to be sold by a court may be sold according to the deed, decree or order. 

Third. Any person may sell the agricultural products of this State 
arising from his own or other labor under his control, or his real or per- 
sonal estate not sold or purchased on speculation. 

Fourth. Any officer may sell property distrained by him under exe- 
cution or other legal process. 

Fifth. Licensed commission merchants may sell live or dressed 
fowls, fresh vegetables, and fresh fish, upon taking out a license of a 
common cijier. 

Auctioneers account of sales. 

59. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every auc- 
tioneer other than a tobacco auctioneer shall keep an account of sales 
made by him, showing the aggregate amount thereof; and whenever re- 
quired by a commissioner of the re«renue, shall render an account for 
assessment of all his sales during the period for which his license was 
granted, and shall sign and answer all interrogatories respecting such 
sales as may be propounded to him in pursuance of law. Such accounts, 
statements and answers shall always be on oath. 

lilTiat an auctioneer may do. 

60. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) An auc- 
tioneer may conclude the sales of anything he is authorized to sell, grant 
a certificate or other evidence of the sale, and receive the money; but 
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no auctioneer shall authorize or permit any person to sell any property 
nnder and by virtue of his license, except the person so authorized or 
permitted is actually and bona fide in the employment of such auctioneer, 
and is actually and bona fide a resident of the county or city where 
such auctioneer is licensed to do business, and the commissions on such 
sale are actually and bona fide for the benefit of such auctioneer; and 
no license shall be construed to authorize the person to whom it is issued 
to sell at more than one regular establishment; but an auctioneer may 
sell anywhere in the county or city wherein he is licensed, public stocks, 
houses, lots, and furniture or ships or vessels, on the premises where the 
same may be or at the exchange or the store of a regular licensed mer- 
chant declining business, or goods in the original form and packages as 
imported and bulky articles such as have been usually sold in warehouses, 
or in the public streets, or on the wharves, or at such other places in 
the county or city wherein such auctioneer is licensed, as shall be de- 
sired by the owner or importer of such bulky articles or imported goods, 
if any auctioneer shall violate any of the provisions of this section, he 
shall forfeit and pay for every offense twenty dollars, to be recovered for 
the use of the party prosecuting the same before a Justice of the peace, 
in like manner as other fines and penalties are imposed and collected. 
The offer to sell each article shall be deemed a separate offense. 

Classification of auctioneers. 

61. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1916.) Auctioneers 
shall consist of general auctioneers, real estate auctioneers, tobaccco auc- 
tioneers, and live stock auctioneers, and shall be so classified that their 
powers and duties and the restrictions and penalties thereon shall be sep- 
arate and distinct — ^that is to say: 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

General auctioneers; what they may sell. 

62. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person, 
licensed as a general auctioneer, may sell any goods, wares, merchandise 
and other articles not prohibited by law; but he shall not sell wine, ar- 
dent spirits, malt liquors or any mixture thereof, unless and until he 
shall have obtained a license therefor in the mode prescribed by law. 

63. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1915.) A general 
auctioneer shall pay the sum of fifty dollars, and if the place of business 
is in a city or town having a population of more than five thousand in- 
habitants, two dollars for every thousand above that number, but said 
sum shall in no case exceed one hundred and thirty dollars. And he shall 
pay an additional sum of one-fourth of one per centum on the amount 
of sales for the year. Provided, however, a general auctioner is not re- 
quired to pay the percentage tax on sales made by him under order of 
court, or for persons acting in a fiduciary capacity where the general 
auctioneer only cries the sale and grants the certificate thereof. If he 
sells wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors, or any mixture thereof, he shall 
pay one-half of one per centum on the amount of such sales. 

Real estate auctioneers. 

64. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
licensed as a real estate auctioneer, may sell, in the county or city wherein 
he is licensed, at auction or privately, any real estate in this Common- 
wealth entrusted to him for sale; provided, that no such auctioneer shall 
be allowed to negotiate loans upon a mortgage of real estate or other- 
wise, without taking an additional license as a private banker. For any 
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violation of this section the person so offending shall pay a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars, for 
each offense. 

Real estate autioiieer*s license. 

65. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A real estate 
auctioneer shall pay the sum of fifty dollars; if the place of business is in 
a city or town containing a population of five thousand inhabitants or 
under, he shall pay seventy-five dollars; if in a city of more than five 
thousand, but not exceeding twenty thousand inhabitants,, he shall pay 
one hundred dollars; and in a city of more than twenty thousand inhabi- 
tants, he shall pay one hundred and twenty-^five dollars. 

Tobacco auctioneers. 

66. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
or firm licensed as a tobacco auctioneer may sell at auction any tobacco, 
not prohibited by law to be sold. For any violation of this section the 
person or firm offending shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars 
nor more than five hundred dollars for each offense. 

Tobacco auctioneers* license. 

67. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Tobacco auc- 
tioneers shall pay for the privilege of transacting business twenty-five 
dollars, except in cities they shall pay fifty dollars; and, provided, further, 
that in incorporated towns the auctioneer for any warehouse or ware- 
houses in which were sold during the previous year, ending April thir- 
tieth, five million pounds or more of tobacco, shall pay fifty dollars; but 
in any case where such sales amount to less than one million pounds, the 
tax shall be only ten dollars. 

Sec. 67-a. (Section added by act approved March 17, 1916.) Live- 
stock Auctioneers. — Any person, firm or corporation licensed as an auc- 
tioneer to sell horses, mules and other live-stock, may sell in the county 
or city wherein licensed, at auction or privately for their own account or 
for the account of others, horses, mules and other live-stock. 

(This section in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Sec. 67-b. (Section added by act approved iMarch 17, 1916.) Live- 
stock Auctioneers* License. — Live-stock auctioneers shall pay for the 
privilege of transacting business the sum of fifty dollars, provided the 
commissions and profits from sales do not exceed one thousand dollars, 
but when the commissions and profits from sales exceed one thousand 
dollars the tax shall be fifty dollars and an additional tax at the rate of 
one dollar on each one hundred dollars, or fraction thereof, of commis- 
sions and profits from 'sales in excess of one thousand dollars. Any li- 
censed live-stock auctioneer who buys and sells on his. own account sHall 
for the conduct of that business be deemed to be a merchant and shall 
take out a merchant's license. Said license tax upon a live-stock auc- 
tioneer who sells for the account of others the license tax provided in this 
section shall be in lieu of any tax. State or local, on capital, except that 
the cities and towns may prescribe a license tax in addition to the one 
hereby imposed. 

(This section in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Licenses to retailers of tobacco. 

Sec. 68. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) No per- 
son, not a producer, shall be allowed to sell by retail, tobacco, snuff and 
cigars without having obtained a specific license to do so. 
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The sums to be paid by retailers of tobacco, snuff or cigars shall be 
for such privilege, a specific tax of five dollars, which shall be assessed 
and collected as other license taxes; but shall not be in lieu of merchants' 
license on purchases. 

Provided, however, that a licensed hotel keeper or a keeper of a 
house of private entertainment or eating house whose purchases of to- 
bacco, snuff and cigars are in any year less than five hundred dollars, 
may under the license to retail tobacco sell such tobacco, snuff and cigars 
in a duly licensed hotel or house of private entertainment or eating house 
without taking out a merchants' license, provided he does not conduct a 
mercantile business in connection with the business of hotel keeper or 
keeper of a house of private entertainment or eating house, in which 
case he shall for such business be licensed as a merchant and required 
to return with his other purchases, his purchases of tobacco, snuff and 
cigars. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Junk dealers, canvassers, etc. 

69. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No keeper of a 
shop, for the purpose herein mentioned, or master of a vessel, or other 
person shall, without a license authorized by law, purchase, sell, barter, or 
exchange any kind of second hand articles, Junk, rags, rag cullings, bones, 
bottles, puer, scrap, metals, metal drosses, steel, iron, paper, old lead pipe, 
old bath-room fixtures, old rubber, old rubber articles, or other like com- 
modities, except furniture, clothes, shoes and stoves intended to be resold 
for use as such. The hustings or corporation court of any city, and the 
circuit court of any county, may grant a license to any citizen of the United 
States who shall produce to it satisfactory evidence of his good character 
to carry on the business of a junk dealer which license shall designate the 
premises on which said person shall exercise or carry on said business; 
and no person shall exercise or carry on the business of a Junk dealer with- 
out being duly licensed, nor in any other premises than the one designated 
in said license, except by the consent of the court which granted the 
license, under the penalty of fifty dollars for each day he shall exercise or 
carry on said business without such license, or in any other premises than 
the one so designated, except by the consent of the court aforesaid. The 
place at which such business may be conducted shall be kept open for the 
purchase or sale of any of the articles mentioned aforesaid. Nor shall any 
purchase be made by such person, or by any other person or persons for 
him, except between the hours of sunrise and sunset; and such place of 
business shall be open at all times to the inspection of any revenue or police 
officer of the county or corporation wherein the license issued. E)very per- 
son receiving such license shall place over the principal entrance of his 
place of business a sign designating that he is a licensed Junk dealer, ^o 
person shall canvass for the purpose of buying any Junk or other like com- 
modity enumerated above in this section, for any such Junk dealer, or for ^ 
sale to such Junk dealer, or to any other person unless such person be 
authorized so to do, in writing, by some Junk dealer licensed and appointing 
him under this section. EJvery such Junk dealer, desiring to appoint such 
canvassers, shall take out a license for each canvasser he shall wish to 
appoint. Such canvasser's license shall be issued in the name of the dealer 
applying therefor, and the commissioner of revenue shall furnish with each 
canvasser's license two tin signs, numbered in duplicate, with the following 

words thereon, viz.: 'Licensed Junk Canvasser No. ," and said signs are 

to be firmly and conspicuously fixed by such canvasser to each side of his 
vehicle, when using the same in canvassing. 

Canvassers so appointed shall be permitted to canvass anywhere in 
this State. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall pay 
a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for 
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each offense. Nothing contained in this section shall he construed or op- 
erate to prevent any person, firm, or corporation keeping or operating a 
foundry or machine shop from exchanging his new castings for old ones, 
or from buying any old metals or old machines for use in his business, or 
to be renovated and sold; but nothing herein contained shall authorize any 
such person, firm or corporation operating a foundry or machine shop 
to buy any old metals or old machines, and sell them again in the same 
condition as they were when purchased. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to prevent any regular licensed merchant in the country, or in 
towns having a population of two thousand or less from buying or trad- 
ing for rags, old iron, or- other articles of Junk, unless there be a regular 
licensed junk dealer within three miles of his place of business, such mer- 
chant to be subject at all times to the same conditions of inspection as a 
regular junk dealer. Every junk dealer and every merchant and foundry- 
man who deals in junk, old metals, et cetera, shall keep at his place of busi- 
ness a book, in which shall be fairly written in English, at the time of 
each transaction in the course of his business, an accurate account of such 
transaction except as to the purchase of rags, bones, old iron, and paper, 
setting forth a description of the goods, articles, or anything purchased, 
the time oi receiving the same, the name and residence of the person sell- 
ing or delivering the same, the terms and conditions of purchase or re- 
ceipt thereof, and all other facts and circumstances respecting such pur- 
chase or receipt. Which said book or books shall, at all times, be subject 
to the inspection of the judges of the criminal courts, the chief of police, 
the captains and sergeants of the police of the city, town or county where- 
in such business is being conducted, or any or either of them, sergeant 
and sheriff of such cit\ , town or county, or other officer with poT'ce juris 
diction, provided, however, that this section shall not apply to articles 
bought without the State of Virginia. It shalli be the duty of every junk 
dealer, every such merchant and foundryman, to admit to his premises at 
any time any officer mentioned above, to examine any books or other record 
on the premises, as well as the articles purchased or received; and to 
search for and take into possession any article known by him to be missing, 
or known or believed by him to be stolen, without the formality of search 
warrant or any other process, which search or seizure is hereby authorized. 
Every junk dealer shall be liable to all the penalties herein provided for 
violation of any o'f the provisions of this section, whether such violation 
be committed by himself or by his agent, clerk or employee. 

Junk dealers' license. 

70. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every junk dealer 
shall pay for the privileges of transacting business the sum of fifty dol- 
lars, and for the privilege of doing business at other preipises than that 
designated in the license the sum of twenty-five dollars, and ,for the privi- 
lege of appointing canvassers, for the purpose of buying any junk or other 
matter or things for any such junk dealer, or for sale to a junk dealer, the 
sum of thirty dollars for each canvasser appointed and licensed, as well 
as the cost of the tin signs furnished such canvasser. 

Common criers. 

71. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person shall 
act as a common crier without a license. A person licensed as a common 
crier, may, except in cities of over fifteen thousand inhabitants, cry for 
sale at any place in the county or city in which his license issued,- any 
property, real or personal, for an auctioneer, fiduciary, or the owner of the 
property, when such owner is authorized to sell the same by auction, but 
he shall not conduct a sale otherwise than under the present and imme- 
diate direction of the property owner or othjer person authorized to sell 
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the same, nor shall he cry such property or conduct such sale by an agent 
He shall not, as such crier, receive money on accoimt of the sale or grant 
acquittances. He may receive for his services a stated compensation, but 
he shall not receive any commission or percentage on the amount of the 
sale, nor by any specific or contingent interest in the sale as a compensation 
for his services, directly or indirectly. Any person licensed as a common 
crier in a city of over fifteen thousand inhabitants may sell fowl, butter, 
fresh fish, fresh vegetables, fruit, or articles of like perishable nature. 
For any violation of this section the person offending shall pay a fine of 
not less than fifty nor more than tiye hundred dollars for each offense. 

License to common crier. 

72. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Each and every 
person, in order to be licensed as a common crier, shall pay five dollars. 

Ship-brokers. 

73. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person, firm, 
or corporation shall act as a ship-broker without a license. Any person 
engaged in the management of business matters occurring between the 
owners of vessels and the shippers or consignors of the freight which 
they carry, shall be deemed to be a ship-broker. Any person, firm or 
corporation violating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars for each 
offense. 

Ship-brokers* license. 

74. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A ship-broker 
shall pay for the privilege of transacting business the sum of fifty dollars. 

Stock brokers. 

75. (As amended by act approved March 19,. 1915.) No person, firm, 
bank, or corporation shall, without license, act as a stock broker. Any 
person, firm, bank or corporation that deals in coin, foreign or domestic, 
exchange, government stock, or other certificates of debt, or shares in any 
corporation or chartered company, bank notes or other notes used in cur- 
rency, or who sells the same or any of them on commission or for other 
compensation, or who negotiates loans upon real estate security, except a 
licensed attorney at law, shall be deemed to be a stock broker. A stock 
broker shall have the right to buy and sell for profit, or to sell on com- 
mission, the coin, exchange, stocks, certificates of debt shares in chartered 
companies, bank notes, and notes used as currency as aforesaid, and may 
sell either privately or by auction, and also negotiable loans upon real 
estate security. Any person, bank, or corporation violating the provisions 
of this section shall pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor 
more than five thousand dollars for each offense. 

Bankers or brokers engai^ed in dealing in options or futures. 

Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in buying and selling, or 
who receives orders to buy or sell, cotton, grain, provisions, or other com- 
modities, stocks, or bonds, shall be deemed to be a banker or broker deal- 
ing in options and futures. Any person so dealing in options or futures 
without a license to transact or engage in such business shall pay a fine 
of not less than three hundred dollars, nor more than five hundred dollars 
for each offense. 
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License to iMmkers or brokers dealing in opticms or futures. 

Every banker or broker dealing In options or futures or in buying or 
selling options or futures shall pay the sum of two hundred dollars for 
the privilege of transacting such business. 

liicense to stock brokers. 

76. (As ameiided by act approved March 19, 1915.) A stock broker 
shall pay for the privilege of transacting business the sum of one hundred 
dollars, but in towns or cities or over five thousand and not more than 
ten thousand inhabitants* he shall pay one hundred and fifty dollars, and 
in cities of more than ten thousand inhabitants he shall pay two hundred 
and fifty dollars for each office or place of business kept for that purpose. 

Private bankers. 

77. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person or 
firm shall engage in the business of a private banker without a license. 
Any person or firm engaged in the business of receiving money on deposit, 
in lending or advancing money, or in negotiating loans on notes, bonds, 
furniture, or any class of security or securities, or in discounting, buying 
or selling negotiable or other paper or credits, commonly known as street 
brokers, whether at an office kept for the purpose or elsewhere, shall be 
deemed to be a private banker. Any person or firm violating the provisions 
of this section shall pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor 
more than five thousand dollars for each offense, provided this section 
shall not apply to a licensed attorney at law or land agent who negotiates 
loans upon real estate security. 

liicense to private bankers. 

78. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A private banker 
shall pay fifty dollars on a capital of five thousand dollars or under; one 
hundred dollars on a capital exceeding five thousand and not exceeding ten 
thousand; one hundred and fifty dollars on a capital from ten thousand 
dollars to twenty thousand dollars; two hundred and fifty dollars on a 
capital of over twenty thousand dollars and not exceeding thirty thou- 
sand dollars, and an additional sum of five dollars per thousand on every 
thousand dollars in excess of thirty thousand dollars. 

Pawnbrokers. 

79. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall, without a license, act as a pawnbroker. Any person who shall in any 
manner lend or advance money or other things for profit on the pledge 
and possession of personal property, or other valuable things other than 
securities or written or printed evidences of indebtedness, or who deals 
in the purchasing of personal property or other valuable thing on condi- 
tion of selling the same back to the seller at a stipulated price, shall be 
held to be a pawnbroker. Any person acting as pawnbroker without a 
license shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than five 
hundred dollars for each offense. 

The hustings or corporation court of any city, and the circuit or county 
court of any county, may from time to time, grant a license to any citizen 
of the United States who shall produce satisfactory evidence of his good 
character, to exercise or carry on the business of a pawnbroker in his 
city or county, which license shall designate the building in which sal€ 
person shall carry on said business; and no person shall exercise or carry 
on the business of a pawnbroker without being duly licensed by the 
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hustings or corporation court of the city, or the circuit or county court of 
the county in which he may desire to carry on said business, nor in any 
other building other than the one designated in said license, except by 
consent of the court which granted the license, under the penalty of fifty 
dollars for each day he shall exercise or carry on said business without 
such license or in any other building than the one so designated. 

Every person so licensed, shall, at the time of receiving such license 
and before the same shall be operative, enter, with two sufficient sureties, 
mto a joint and several recognizance to the Ck)mmonwealth of Virginia 
in the penal sum of two thousand hve hundred dollars, conditioned, for 
the ^ue observance of all acts of the General Assembly of Virginia which 
may be in force respecting pawnbrokers at any time during the contin- 
uance of such license. If any person shall be aggrieved by the miscon- 
duct of any such licensed pawnbroker, and shall recover Judgment against 
hfm, therefor, such person may, after the return unsatisfied, either in 
whole or part, of any execution issued upon said Judgment, maintain an 
action in his own name upon the bond of said pawnbroker in any court 
having Jurisdiction of the amount claimed; provided, such court shall, upon 
the application made for the purpose, grant such leave to prosecute. 

Every pawnbroker shall keep a book, in which shall be fairly written 
at the time of each loan an accurate account and description of the goods, 
article, or thing pawned or pledged, the amount of money loaned thereon 
at the time of pledging same, the rate of interest to be paid on such loan, 
and the name and residence of the person pawning or pledging the said 
goods, article, or thing, together with a particular description of such per- 
son, including complexion, color of eyes and hair, and his or her height 
and general appearance. 

E3very pawnbroker shall at the time of each loan deliver to the per- 
son pawning or pledging any goods, article, or thing, a memorandum or 
note, signed by him or her, containing the substance of the entry required 
to be made in his or her book by the last preceding section, except as to 
the description of the person, and no charge shall be made or received 
by any pawnbroker for any such entry, memorandum or note. 

Such book shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection of the 
Judges of the criminal courts,, the chief of police, and captains and ser- 
geants of the police of the city, town or county wherein such business 
is being conducted, or any or either of them, sergeant and sheriff of such 
city, town or county, or other officer with police Jurisdiction. 

No pawnbroker shall sell any pawn or pledge until the same shall 
have remained four months in his or her possession, unless by consent 
in writing of the pawner, and all such sales shall be made at public auc- 
tion and not otherwise, and shall be made or conducted by such auctioneers 
as shall be designated and approved of for that purpose by the court grant- 
ing the license. 

Notice of every such sale shall be published for at least five days pre- 
vious thereto, in one or more of the daily newspapers of general circula- 
tion printed in such city. Those doing business in any county shall adver- 
tise as above in some newspaper, if any be published in said county, and 
if no newspaper be published in such county, then in some newspaper pub- 
lished in an adjoining county, and such notice shall specify the time and 
place at which such sale is to take place, the name of the auctioneer by 
'Whom the same is to be conducted, and a description of the articles to be 
sold 

The surplus money, if any, arising from any such sale, after deduct- 
ing the amount of the loan, the interest then due on the same, and the ex- 
penses of the advertisement and sale, shall be paid over by the pawnbroker 
to the person who would be entitled to redeem the pledge in case no such 
sale had taken place. 

Any licensed pawnbroker who shall violate or neglect or refuse to com- 
ply with any or either of the provisions of this act, except those contained 
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in section one, shall, for every such offense, upon conviction before a court 
of competent jurisdiction, pay a fine of not more than one hundred dollars. 

No pawnbroker shall ask, demand, or receive a greater rate of interest 
than ten per centum per month on a loan of twenty-five dollars or less, or 
five per centum per month on a loan of over twenty-five dollars and less 
than one hundred dollars, or three per centum per month on a loan of 
one hundred dollars or more, secured by a pledge of tangible personal prop- 
erty. And no loan shall be divided for the purpose of increasing the per- 
centage to be paid the pawnbroker. 

Police regulations. — Every pawnbroker shall keep at his place of busi- 
ness a book or books, in which shall be fairly written in English, at the 
time of each loan or transaction in the course of his business an accurate 
account of such loan or transaction, setting forth a description of the goods, 
article, or thing pawned, or received on account of money loaned thereon; 
the time of receiving the same; the name and residence of the person 
pawning or delivering the same; the terms and conditions of loan, includ- 
ing the period for which any such loan may be made, and all other facts 
and circumstances respecting such loan, which said book or books shall at 
all times be subject to the inspection of the ofllcers before mentioned. 

No property of any kind received on deposit or pledge by any pawn- 
broker shall be disfigured or its identity destroyed or aftected in any man- 
ner whatsoever, so long as it continues in pawn or in the possession of 
such pawnbroker, nor shall such property be in any manner concealed for 
the space of forty-eight hours after the same shall have been received by 
such pawnbroker. 

It shall be the duty of every pawnbroker and of every person in the 
employ of such pawnbroker to admit to Kisi premises at any time any offi- 
cer mentioned in this act to examine any pledge or pawn, book or other 
record on the premises, as well as the articles pledged, and to search for 
and take into possession any article known by him to be missing, or known 
or believed by him to have been stolen^ without the formality of the writ 
of search warrant or any other process, which search or seizure is hereby 
authorized. 

The following regulation is hereby made for storing or taking care 
to prevent injury during disuse on blankets, clothing, carpets, furs, rugs, 
dress goods, cloths, mirrors, oil paintings, glass and china ware, pianos, 
organs, curtains, beddings and upholstered furniture. Pawnbrokers shall 
be allowed to charge two per centum per month in addition to the regular 
charges for the first three months, or part thereof, while such goods shall 
remain as pledge for money advanced. 

Every pawnbroker shall be liable to all the penalties hereinafter pro- 
vided for violation of any of the provisions of this article, whether such 
violations be committed by himself or by his agent, clerk, or employee. 

EJvery person who shall be convicted of violating any of the provisions 
of this section shall, for the first offense, forfeit and pay a penalty, except ' 
In cases where a different penalty Is herein provided, not exceeding twenty- 
five dollars, and for a subsequent offense shall pay such penalty as the 
court may Impose, and shall In the discretion of the court, forfeit his 
license. 

Pawnbrokers* license. 

f 
80. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A pawnbroker 
shall pay for the privilege of transacting business, two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

Regulating the business of lending money on household and kitchen 
furniture, household goods, wearing apparel, sewing machines, musical 
Instruments, or wages and salaries, on conditional sales of the same, and 
the buying of salaries and wages. 
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liending money on household goods, etc. 

SI. (Section added by act approved March 19. 1915.) 1. That no per- 
son, firm, or corporation shall engage generally, regularly or collaterally 
to any other business in the business of making loans on household or 
kitchen furniture, or household goods, or wearing apparel, or sewing ma- 
chines, or musical instruments, or wages, or salaries, or on conditional 
sales of the same, without first obtaining a license therefor, which shall 
be in addition to the license required by law for any other business the 
person, firm, or corporation may engage in. The applicant for such license 
s^all, before the same is issued, file with the officer authorized to issue it, 
a statement on oath giving the location where such business is to be con- 
ducted, the name ajid business address of the applicant, if the licensee is 
an Individual; the name and business address of each of the partners, if 
the business is a firm; and the name and business address of each of its 
officers, if the licensee is a corporation and, in case of a corporation, the 
State under the laws of which it is organized. Said license, when issued, 
shall not be transferable. Should the licensee change the location of his 
business, said license shall immediately become void, imless said licensee 
shall, at least ten days before changing the location, file with the officer 
authorized to issue said license, a notice of the proposed change of loca- 
tion, and such officer shall endorse on said license the fact of said change. 
In default of compliance with these provisions, said license shall be null 
and void. The license shall at all times be kept publicly exposed by the 
licensee on his business premises. Any person, firm, or corporation vio- 
lating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of not less than fifty 
dollars and not more than five hundred dollars for each offense. 

2. No license shall b» issued to any person, firm, or corporation to 
carry on business as specified in sub-section one of section eighty-one of 
this act, until the applicant shall have filed with the clerk of the circuit 
court of the county, or of the corporation court- of the corporation wherein 
said business is to" be conducted, a bond, with surety to be approved by 
said courts or judges thereof in vacation, in the penalty of one thousand 
dollars, payable to the Commonwealth of Virginia, and conditioned for the 
faithful performance by the licensee of the duties and obligations per- 
taining to the business so licensed, and the prompt payment of any judg- 
ment which may be recovered against said licensee on account of damages 
or other claims arising directly or collectively from any loan of money or 
sale of wages or salary. 

3. Should any surety on such bond become insolvent, the said judge 
shall immediately require the licensee to file an additional bond with good 
security, and on failure to file such additional bond within ten days after 
being so required to file the same, said license shall stand ipso facto re- 
voked. 

4. If it be agreed in writing by the borrower and the lender at the 
time the loan is made, the lender may charge for investigating the security 
or title and closing the loan, a fee of not more than fifty cents where the 
amount borrowed is five dollars or less; not more than seventy-five cents 
where the amount is more than five dollars, and not more than ten dollars; 
and not more than one dollar where the amount borrowed is more th&n 
ten dollars, and not more than twenty dollars; and not more than one 
dollar and fifty cents where the amount borrowed is more than twenty 
dollars, and not more than thirty-five dollars; and not more than two dol- 
lars where the amount borrowed is more than thirty-five dollars, which 
said fee may be charged, if so agreed, upon each original loan, or any re- 
newal thereof; provided, however, that no fee whatever shall be allowed 
on any renewal or extension, which occurs within sixty days from the time 
of making the loan or from the time of the last renewal; and, provided, 
further, that the fee provided for in this section shall not be charged on 
any renewal made after the expiration of four months from" the date of 
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the original loan, but that all renewals made after said four months, shall 
be at fees not greater than one-half of the amounts herein provided; and, 
provided, further, that any loan which shall be made between said parties 
within ten days after the payment of a pre-existing loan of approximately 
the same amoimt, shall in all cases be construed prima facie to be a re- 
newal of said pre-existing loan. No original loan shall be split up into 
smaller loans in order to increase the fees allowed; but if two or more loans 
be made at or about the same time between the same parties, they shall be 
construed to be but one original loan, unless the contrary plainly and un- 
equivocally appears. 

5. Any interest charged by the lender to the borrower in excess of the 
present legal rate of interest, or any fee, fine or charge whatsoever charged 
by the lender against the borrower, whether for negotiating a loan or for 
commissions, examinations, attorney's fee, or other bonus or additional 
charge whatsoever to those allowed in section four of this act, shall be con- 
sidered as a payment on the principal of said loan, and the same shall be 
credited with the amount of said additional charge or excess, and the 
license of the person, firm, or corporation making such additional or ex- 
cessive charge may, in the discretion of the circuit court of the county 
or the corporation court of the corporation wherein such business was 
licensed, be revoked. 

6. It shall be unlawful for any licensed under this act to charge any 
sum of money for fire insurance on any article or personal property pledged 
as security for any loan or any fee for recording any papers connected 
with any loan or sale, under the terms of this act except such as are act- 
ually paid by such licensee. 

7. If any person, firm, or corporation shall engage generally, regularly, 
or collaterally to some other business, in the business of making loans or 
purchasing wages or salaries as prescribed in section one of this act, with- 
out first obtaining a license for carrying on such business in the city, town 
or county, in which said business is transacted, or shall continue to con- 
duct said business after the forfeiture or cancellation of the license under 
which the same is conducted, then no suit or action shall be maintained 
for the enforcement of any such loan, or of any security given for such 
loan, or any assignment of wages or salary. 

8. EJvery individual, firm, or corporation desiring the privilege of 
conducting business under the provisions of this act shall pay therefor a 
license tax of one hundred dollars. 

9. This act shall not apply to any loan in excess of one hundred and 
fifty dollars actually and bona fide made at one time, and shall not prevent 
any merchant or other person who sells provisions, wearing apparel, house- 
hold goods or furniture to wage-earners from taking as security therefor 
an order for or assignment of wages; provided, however, that no interest, 
bonus, or rebate is charged or taken directly or indirectly, upon the sale 
or amount of debt contracted or from the amount of wages, and that the 
property is sold at no higher price than like property is sold on credit to 
other person than such wage-earners. 

License on a building and loan association or company. 

82. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No building and 
loan association or company, incorporated under the laws of this or any 
other State, shall, without a license, conduct any business, or solicit the 
sale of stock, or offer to lend money in this State, nor shall any person act 
as agent of any such association or company unless the association or com- 
pany he represents has a license. 

The specific license tax upon every building and loan association or 
company for the privilege of doing business in this State shall be seventy- 
five dollars; provided, the capital of such association or company actually 
paid in, whether from paid up stock or partially paid stock, is not over 
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twenty-five thousand dollars; if the capital paid in» whether from paid up 
stock or partially paid up stock, is over twenty-five thousand dollars, then 
an additional license tax of three dollars on each one thousand dollars of 
such capital, or fraction thereof, on such excess shall be paid by all such 
buiMing and loan associations or companies; provided, that a non-resident 
building and loan association or company doing business in this State, 
which has otherwise complied with the laws of Virginia, shall pay the 
license tax herein imposed, based upon its capital invested in fhis State. 

A building and loan association or company which does business on a 
purely mutual plan, and makes loans only to their stockholders, and 
confines its business solely to the city or coimty where it is organized, 
and cities and counties immediately contiguous thereto, shall pay a license 
tax of fifty dollars. 

It shall be the duty of each association or company on the first day 
of April of each year or within ten days thereafter, to make a report in 
writing of its capital paid in, if the association or company be incorporated 
under the laws of this State, or of its capital invested in this State, if it 
be a non-resident association or company, under oath of its chief officer 
or agent, to the commissioner of the revenue for the district in which its 
principal office or agency in this State is situated. 

Any building and loan association or company, or the agents of any 
such association or company, which does business in this State, without 
paying the license tax herein imposed, shall pay a fine of not less than 
fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. 

The shares of stock issued by any building and loan association or 
company, which has paid the license tax herein imposed shall not be tax- 
able in the hands of the holder, nor shall any additional State tax be 
imposed on the paid in capital of such association or company. 

No city or town shall levy a greater license tax on the paid in capital 
of any such association or company than that imposed herein for State 
purposes, and such city or town license tax shall be levied only where the 
principal office of such association or company is located in this State. 

Insurance Brokers. 

83. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person shall, 
without a licence act as an insurance broker. EJvery person who shall solicit 
for compensation, directly or indirectly, to be derived therefrom any fire, 
marine, life or other insurance, either on account of any person desiring 
to effect any such insurance, or on account of any insurance company, ex- 
cept the duly authorized agent (or a clerk actually employed in his office) 
of any insurance company licensed to do business in this State, shall be 
deemed an insurance broker. Any insurance agent (or clerk actually em- 
ployed in his office,) who shall solicit, directly or indirectly, any fire, ma- 
ine, life or other insurance, either on account of any person desiring to 
effect any such insurance, or on account of any Insurance company licensed 
to do business in this State, other than for the insurance company or com- 
panies for which he is the duly authorized agent, shall be deemed an in- 
surance broker. Provided, however, this shall not apply to duly authorized 
agents exchanging business among themselves. Any person acting as in- 
suance broker without a license shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dol- 
lars nor more than five hundred dollars for each offense. Any person or 
firm who shall fill up, sign or deliver a policy or certificate of insurance 
for a corporation, or person, or association, or persons not licensed to do 
an insurance business in this State by a legally authorized agent, shall be 
considered an agent of such corporation, or person, or association, and such 
person, corporation or association shall be liable for all licenses, taxes, and 
penalties as if represented by a legally appointed agent. No person licensed 
as an insurance broker shall be authorized under his license to place any 
insurance in a company or association, or with a person or firm not 
licensed to do an insurance business in this State. 
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liicenses— Insurance Brpkers. 

84. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) An insurance 
broker shall pay the sum of one hundred dollars for the privilege of 
transacting such business. The license shall be issued by the commis- 
sioner of insurance, and the tax shall be paid to him, and he shall pay 
the same into the treasury. 

Underwriter's A^^ncy, etc.— —License on. 

An act relating to the issuance of fire insurance policies through an 
underwriters' agency, and providing a penalty for its violation. 

1. (Approved February 5, 1915.) Be it enacted by the General As- 
sembly of Virginia, That every fire insurance company shall conduct its 
business in this State in the name by which it is incorporated, and the 
policies issued by it shall be headed or entitled by such name. There 
shall not appear on the face of the policy or on its filing back anything 
that would indicate that it is an obligation of any other than the com- 
pany responsible for the payment of losses under the policy, and the 
name or names of any fire insurance companies issuing policies through 
an underwriters* agency shall be stamped or printed on each policy issued 
by such underwriters' agency, and shall show on each such policy the 
name of such company or companies, and, where there is more than one 
company, their proportion of liability under said policies shall be distinctly 
stated therein. 

The word "underwriters' agency," as used in this act, shall be held 
to apply to a company or companies who issue policies severally or jointly 
under a name other than their own corporate name, or under a contract 
or agreement with any individual, partnership, corporation or association 
through whom such policies may be issued. 

Before an underwriters* agency shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, 
a policy in this State it shall pay an annual specific license tax of two 
hundred dollars for the privilege of doing business in this State as an un- 
derwriters* agency, and shall also deposit with the State treasurer bonds 
equal in amount to those deposited by the company or companies whose 
policies they issue, as required by section fourteen, chapter two of "An act 
concerning the bureau of insurance,** approved March ninth, nineteen hun- 
dred and six, and no company shall be permitted to issue an underwriters* 
policy, or be a party thereto, which has not complied with all of the laws 
now in force relative to fire insurance companies. Provided, that nothing 
herein shall be construed to exempt any fire insurance company from the 
payment of the license tax on premiums required by the laws of this State. 

2. Any violation of this act shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and, upon 
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than 
five hundred dollars. 

Mercantile Agencies. 

85. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person, firm 
or corporation engaged in reporting the financial standing of merchants and 
others as a regular business for compensation shall be deemed a mercantile 
agency. Any person engaged in such business without a State license to 
transact such business shall pay a fine of not less than one hundred dollars, 
and not more than five hundred dollars; provided that this section shall 
not apply to employees of mercantile agencies who only report to such 
agencies, nor to regularly licensed attorneys at law. 

Licenses to mercantile agencies. 

86. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) A mercantile 
agency shall pay for the privilege of transacting such business the sum 
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of two hundred and fifty dollara. This section shall he construed to levy 
only one State license tax upon each such mercantile agency, which license 
tax of two hundred and fifty dollars shall he paid annually direct to the 
auditor of public accounts. 

Sec. 86%. (Section added by act approved March 22, 1916.) Any 
person, firm or corporation whose business it is to collect all kinds of 
claims, including notes, drafts and other negotiable instruments, on be- 
half of others, and to render an account of the same, shall be deemed a 
collecting agency. Any such person, firm or corporation engaged in 
such business without a license shall be fined not less than one hundred 
nor more than five hundred dollars; provided, however, that this section 
shall not apply to a regularly licensed attorney at law. A collecting 
agency shall pay for the privilege of transacting such a business a license 
tax of twenty-five dollars, provided that his commissions and fees during 
the year amount to as much as one thousand dollars. 

(This section in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Undertakers. 

87. (As amended by act approved "March 19, 1915.) Any person, 
firm, or corporation engaged in the business of burying the dead shall be 
deemed an undertaker. Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in 
such business without a license shall pay a fine of not less than ten dol- 
lars nor more than twenty-five dollars. 

Undertaker's lilcense. 

88. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) An under- 
taker shall pay for transacting such business in the country and in towns 
of one thousand inhabitants or less, five dollars; and in towns and cities 
of over one thousand and not over three thousand inhabitants, ten dol- 
lars; and in towns and cities of over three thousand and not over five 
thousand inhabitants, fifteen dollars; and in towns and cities of over 
five thousand and not over ten thousand inhabitants, twenty-five dollars; 
and in cities of over ten thousand inhabitants and not over thirty thou- 
sand inhabitants, thirty-five dollars; and in cities of over thirty thousand 
inhabitants, fifty dollars. 

Civil and electrical engineers. 

89. (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any per- 
son or firm who shall for compensation engage in the business of civil, 
mining, mechanical or electrical engineering shall pay a license tax of 
fifteen dollars per year for the privilege of conducting such business; the 
said license to be procured from the commissioner of the revenue of the 
city or district in which said engineer shall have his office on the first 
day of May in each year; provided, that the license of any engineer who 
has not practised his profession for more than five years, or whose income 
from such business is less than five hundred dollars for the preceding 
year shall be five dollars; and, provided, further, that on the payment of 
the license as herein provided the said engineer shall be entitled to en- 
gage in such business in any part of this State. Any person or firm vio- 
lating the provisions of this section shall be fined not less than ten dol- 
lars, nor more than thirty dollars, for each offense. 

Contractors. 

90. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person, 
firm or corporation accepting orders or contracts for doing any work on 
or in any building or structure, requiring the use of paint, stone, brick, 
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mortar, wood» cement, structural iron or steel, sheet-iron, galvanized 
iron, metallic piping, tin, lead, electric wiring or other metal, or any 
other building material; or who shall accept contracts to do any paving 
or curbing on sidewalks or streets, public or private property, using 
asphalt, brick, stone, cement, wood or any composition, or who shall 
accept an order for or contract to excavate earth, rock, or other material 
for foundations or any other purpose, or who shall accept an order or 
contract to construct any sewer of stone, brick, terra cotta, or other 
material, shall be deemed a contractor. Every contractor shall, on the 
first day of May in each year, procure from the commissioner of the rev- 
enue for the city or district in which he has his office a license to carry 
on the business of a contractor; provided that if such contractor has no 
office in this State, then he shall procure such license from the com- 
missioner of the revenue for the city, county, or district where he con- 
ducts his business. Any person, firm, or corporation doing such business 
without a license shall pay a fine of not less than thirty dollars, nor 
more than one hundred dollars for each oftense; provided, that no fur- 
ther license shall be required by the State for conducting said business 
in any part thereof; and, provided, further, that this section shall not 
apply to contractors the gross amount of whose orders accepted and 
executed does not exceed five thousand dollars per annum. 

Licenses to Contractors. 

91. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every such 
contractor, for the privilege of transacting business in this State, shall 
pay a license, to be ascertained in the following manner: 

If the gross amount of all orders or contracts accepted aggregate 
five thousand dollars, he shall pay the sum of five dollars; if the amount 
of such orders or contracts are more than five thousand dollars, and do 
not exceed ten thousand dollars, ten dollars; if the amount of such orders 
or contracts exceed ten thousand dollars, and do not exceed twenty thou- 
sand dollars, fifteen dollars; if the amount of such orders or contracts 
exceed twenty thousand dollars, and do not exceed fifty thousand dol- 
lars, twenty dollars; if the amount of such orders or contracts exceed- 
fifty thousand dollars, and do not exceed one hundred thousand dollars, 
fifty dollars; if the amount of such orders or contracts exceed one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and do not exceed one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, one hundred dollars; and if the amount of such orders or con- 
tracts exceed one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, one hundred and 
fifty dollars; and when any such contractor shall have obtained a license 
for any year for which he has paid a license tax of less than the maximum 
above prescribed, he shall not accept any contract or contracts during 
such year the aggregate amount of which exceeds the maximum amount 
for which his license was obtained, unless and until he shall have paid 
such additional sum as will make the total license tax paid by him for 
that year sufficient to cover the aggregate amount of such contract or 
contracts as prescribed above; and unless he pay such additional sum he 
shall be deemed to be acting without a license. 

Architects. 

92. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person or 
firm who shall, for compensation, draw or furnish plans for the con- 
struction of any building or other structure, shall be deemed an architect, 
and shall pay a license tax of twenty-five dollars a year for the privilege 
of conducting such business; the said license to be procured from the 
commissioner of the revenue of the city or district in which said architect 
has his or their office, on the first day of May of each year; provided, that 
the tax upon an architect or architects whose income from such business 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virgima: Tax Laws. 85 



has been less tlian five hundred dollars for the preceding year, shall be 
ten dollarfi; and, provided, further, that no further license shall be re- 
quired by the State for doing business in any part thereof. Any person 
or firm violating the provisions of this section shall be fined not less than 
ten dollars nor more than thirty dollars for each offense. 

License to keep a hotel. 

921^. (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) That any 
person who keeps a public inn or lodging house of more than thirty bed 
rooms where transient guests are fed or lodged for pay in this State, 
shall be deemed for the purposes of this act to be engaged in the busi- 
ness of keeping a hotel. 

A transient guest is one who puts up for less than one week at 
such hotel, but such a house is no less a hotel because some of its guests 
put up for longer periods than one week. 

Any person conducting the business of keeping a hotel as defined 
in this act shall pay an annual license tax of one dollar for each bed 
room, and fifty cents for each bath room, in said hotel; provided, that 
hotels at summer and health resorts, keeping open not more than four 
months in a year, shall pay only one-half of the foregoing sums. 

Houses of private entertainment, etc. 

93. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall, without a license authorized by law, keep a house of private enter- 
tainment, or eating house. 

What constitutes a honse of private entertainment. 

94. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who shall furnish, for compensation, lodging or diet to travelers, or so- 
journers in any house of thirty bed rooms or less, shall be deemed to 
keep a house of private entertainment. A license to keep a house Of 
private entertainment shall not be construed to authorize the sale of wine^ 
spirituous or malt liquors, or a mixture of them on the premises or within 
the curtilage of such house of private entertainment, nor shall any license 
be granted to sell by retail or to be drunk, where sold, any wine, spiritu- 
ous or malt liquors upon the premises or within the curtilage of any li- 
censed house of private entertainment. Any person who shall keep a 
house of private entertainment without a license shall pay a fine of not 
less than thirty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for each day 
he may keep the same. 

License to keep a honse of private entertainment. 

95. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every person 
who keeps a house of private entertainment shall pay an annual license 
tax of five dollars, and if the house has more than ten bed rooms shall 
pay an additional sum of one dollar per annum for each additional bed 
room, over and above ten. 

What constitutes an eating house. 

96. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who shall cook, or otherwise furnish for compensation, diet or refresh- 
ments of any kind, for casual visitors at his house, for consumption 
therein, and who does not furnish lodging, and who is not the keeper 
of an hotel, house of private entertainment, or boarding house shall be 
deemed to keep an eating house, but the refreshments herein named shall 
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not consist of wines, spirituous or malt liquors, or a mixture of any of 
them. Any person wiho shall keep an eating house without a license shall 
pay a fine of not less than thirty dollars, nor more than one hundred 
dollars, for each day he may keep the same. 

liicense to keep an eating house. 

97. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every person 
who shall keep an eating house shall pay for the privilege twenty-five 
dollars, and where the annual rent or rental value of the house and fur- 
niture is more than one liundred dollars, and not more than one thou- 
sand dollars, he shall pay an additional sum equal to five per centum of 
such rent or rental value; and where such annual rent or rental value ex- 
ceeds one thousand dollars, he shall pay an additional sum equal to four 
per centum of such rent or rental value. The commissioner of the reve- 
nue shall determine such rent or rental value, and may require the pro- 
prietor or tenant to state on oath what is the actual rent or what would 
be a fair rent for the house and furniture, and if he refuses to state the 
same, he shall pay a fine of five hundred dollars. 

97%. (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) To exempt 
persons conducting temporary eating or lodging-houses, horse-lots, and 
confectioneries at religious gatherings from license tax. 

That the license tax shall not be required of persons conducting tem- 
porary eating or lodging-houses, horse lots, and confectioneries at camp- 
meetings, associations, and other religious gatherings; provided, such eat- 
ing or lodging houses, horse-lots and confectioneries shall be only carried 
on for the purpose of entertaining the persons attending such religious 
gatherings. 

What constitutes a bowling saloon. 

98. (As amended by act approved ^March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who shall keep a saloon for the reception of company to play at bowls 
shall be deemed to keep a bowling saloon. Any person who shall keep a 
bowling saloon without a license shall pay a fine of not less than fifty 
dollars nor more than one hundred and fifty dollars for each day he may 
keep the same. 

License to keep a bowling saloon. 

99. (As amended by act approved March' 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son who shall keep a bowling saloon shall pay for the privilege the sum 
of twenty-five dollars, and an additional sum of ten dollars for each alley 
exceeding one. If the license be for a bowling saloon at a watering 
place and if for four months or less, the sum to be paid shall be twelve 
dollars and fifty cents and an additional sum of five dollars for each 
alley exceeding one. 

What constitutes a billiard room. 

100. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who shall keep a saloon wherein there is a table at which billiards or 
pool are played shall be deemed to keep a billiard saloon, and if any 
sum is imposed upon the tables kept therein the same shall be on every 
table in excess of one capable of being used for the purpose, and kept 
therein, whether used or not. Any person who shall keep a billiard 
saloon without a license shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars for each day he may continue to keep 
the same. 
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License to billiard saloons and pool rooms. 

101. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son who shall keep a billiard saloon or pool room shall pay for the privi- 
lege the sum of fifty dollars, and the sum of twenty-five dollars for each 
table over one kept; or to be kept therein. If the license be for a billiard 
saloon or pool room at a watering place, and is for four months or less, 
the sum to be paid shall be twenty-five dollars, and the sum of twelve 
dollars and fifty cents foi* each table over one kept, or to be kept thereat. 
If the license be for a billiard saloon or pool room in the country or in a 
town of less 'than one thousand inhabitants, the sum to be paid shall be 
twenty-five dollars and twelve dollars and fifty cents for each table over 
one kept, or to be kept, therein. 

What constitutes a bagatelle saloon. 

102. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who shall keep a saloon or other public room wherein is a table at which 
to play at bagatelle, whether charge for the use thereof is made or not, 
shall be deemed to keep a bagatelle saloon. Any person who shall keep 
a bagatelle saloon without a license shall pay a fine of not less than fifty 
dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for each day he may continue 
to keep the same. ^ 

License to a bagatelle saloon. 

103. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son who shall keep a bagatelle saloon shall pay for the privilege the sum 
of ten dollars, and an additional sum of five dollars for each table over 
one kept, or to be .kept, therein. 

Property used in licensed business taxable. 

104. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Nothing 
herein shall be construed to exempt the furniture in houses mentioned in 
this schedule from being taxed as property. 

Theatres, public performances, exhibitions, etc. 

105. (As amended by act approved (March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall, without a license authorized by law, exhibit for compensation any 
theatrical performance, or any performance similar thereto, panorama, or 
any public performance or exhibition of any kind, lectures, literary r-ead- 
ings, and performances, except for benevolent or charitable or educational 
purposes. Whenever a theatrical performance shall be licensed, the 
actors acting thereat under said license shall be exempt from a license 
tax; but unless the performance shall be so licensed, each person en- 
gagred therein shall be liable to the penalty for the violation of this sec- 
tion. Every license shall be for each performance, but a license for a 
theatrical performance or panorama may, if the person applying for the 
same desire it, be for the term of one week. For any violation of this 
section every person so offending shall pay a fine of not less than fifty 
dollars nor more than Ave hundred dollars for each offense. 

Licenses to theatres, public performances, exhibitions, etc. 

Sec. 106. (As ^ amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) On 
every theatrical performance or any performance similar thereto, pano- 
rama, or any public performance or exhibition of any kind, except for 
benevolent or charitable or educational purposes, there shall be paid 
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five dollars for each performance or fifteen dollars for each week of a 
continuous performance; provided, that in towns or cities of less than 
four thousand inhabitants there shall be paid two dollars for each per- 
formance, or six dollars for each week of continuous performance; but 
nothing herein shall be construed as taxing games of football, baseball, 
basketball or kindred ball games. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

MoYing picture show, etc. 

Sec. 106^. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) That 
for the exhibition of any automatic moving picture machine, phonograph; 
graphophone or similar musical machine, except for benevolent, charitable 
or educational purposes, where the price of admission to such exhibition 
does not exceed the sum of ten cents, and where the seating capacity of 
any such place of amusement does not exceed three hundred and fifty, 
there shall be paid in cities of over twenty thousand inhabitants a li- 
cense fee of five dollars for each week or for less time than a week; or 
ninety dollars for the exhibition thereof for a period of one year; and 
when the seating capacity of any such place of amusement exceeds three 
hundred and fifty there shall be paid an additional tax of two dollars 
for every ten seats or fraction thereof in excess of three hundred and 
fifty seats; provided, that in towns or cities of more than four thousand 
inhabitants and less than twenty thousand inhabitants there shall be paid 
a license fee of three dollars for each week, or less time than a week or 
sixty dollars for the exhibition thereof for a period of one year, and 
the license tax for said additional seating capacity shall be one dollar for 
every ten seats or fraction of ten seats in excess of three hundred and 
fifty seats; provided, further, that in towns or cities of more than one 
thousand inhabitants and less than four thousand inhabitants there shall 
be paid a license fee of three dollars for each week, or less time than a 
week, or sixty dollars for the exhibition thereof for a period of one year, 
and the license tax for such additional seating capacity there shall 'be 
fifty cents for every additional ten seats or fraction thereof in excess of 
three hundred and fifty seats; and provided, further, that in towns of 
less than one thousand inhabitants and in the portions of the counties not 
included in any town there shall be paid as the only license tax to tbe 
State one dollar per day, or two and one-half dollars for a full continuous 
week, or ten dollars for a continuous three months, or forty dollars for 
the year; the license for one yeas to be paid quarterly and a license for 
a period less than one-quarter of year to be based upon the per week li- 
cense fee; provided, however, that when such exhibition is given for 
benevolent, charitable or educational purposes, and is given for a period 
of more than one day in any one year, and the exhibitor thereof receives 
a part of the receipts from such exhibition as his compensation, then 
such exhibition after the first day shall not be exempt from the payment of 
the license fee herein prescribed; provided, further, that when singing, 
dancing, or any vaudeville act accompany the exhibition, license unorer 
this section, an additional license therefor shall not be required so long 
as the price of admission for the whole exhibition does not exceed the 
sum of twenty cents. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Circus, menagerie, carnival shows, etc. 

107. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son, firm, company or corporation who exhibits or gives performances in 
a side show, dog and pony (or either) show, trained animal show, carni- 
val, circus, menagerie and circus, or any other show, exhibition or per- 
formance similar thereto shall procure a license therefor, but this section 
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shall not be construed to prohibit a resident mechanic or artist from 
exhibiting any production of his own art or Invention without compensa- 
tion, nor shall any license be required of any agricultural fair or the 
shows exhibited within the grounds of such fair or fairs, during the pe- 
riod of such fair, whether an admission be charged or not, nor of resident 
persons giving or performing in a show or exhibition for charity or other 
benevolent purposes. Whenever such show, exhibition or performance 
is given, whether exempted by the terms hereof or licensed, those en- 
gaged therein and operating under either such license or exemption, shall 
be exempt from a license tax for performing or acting thereat. 

108. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every show, 
exhibition or performance, such as is described in the next preceding 
section, whether under the same canvas or not, unless exempt by the 
terms hereof. Shall be construed to require a separate license therefor, 
whether exhibited for compensation or not. 

Every person, firm, company or corporation who exhibits or gives 
a performance of any of the shows descri>bed in the next preceding section 
which are not exempt from license tax by the terms hereof, without the 
license required by law, shall be fined not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than five hundred dollars for each offense. The police authorities 
of a town, city or county shall not allow any such performance to open 
until the license required by law is exhibited to them. 

109. (As amended by act approved (March 19, 1915.) In the 
country or in towns- of one thousand inhabitants, or less, unless the same 
•be exempt from license tax by the terms of section one hundred and 
seven hereof, there shall be paid for each day's performance or exhibition 
of a side (or like) show, a license tax of Aye dollars; and on a dog and 
pony (or either, or like) sfiow, a license tax of ten dollars; on a trained 
animal (or like) show, a license tax of ten dollars; on a carnival (or 
other like show), a license tax of one hundred dollars; on a circus, or 
for a circus and menagerie, a license tax of one hundred and fifty dollars. 
In a town or city, or within five miles thereof, of more than one 
thousand and not over ten thousand inhabitants, unless the same be 
exempt from taxation by the terms of section one hundred and seven 
hereof, there ^all be paid for each day's performance or exhibition 
of a side (or like) show, a license tax of ten dollars; of a dog and 
pony (or either) (or like) show, a license tax of twenty dollars; on a 
trained animal (or like) show, a license tax of twenty dollars; on a 
carnival (or other like show) a license tax of one hundred dollars; on 
a circus and menagerie (or like) show, a license tax of two hundred 
dollars. 

In a city, or within five miles thereof, of more than ten thousand 
inhabitants, unless the same be exempt from taxation by the terms of sec- 
tion one hundred and seven hereof, there shall be paid for each day's 
exhibition or performance of a side (or like) show a license tax of 
fifteen dollars; on a carnival (or other like ^ow) a license tax of one 
hundred and fifty dollars; on a dog and pony (or either) (or like) show, 
on a trained animal (or like) show, or a wild west (or like) show, or a 
circus or circus and menagerie (or like) show for each day or part of a 
day, a license tax as follows: 

On shows requiring transportation of — 

One to ten cars Twenty-five dollars 

Eleven to twenty cars Fifty dollars 

Twenty-one to thirty cars One hundred dollars 

Thirty-one to forty cars One hundred and fifty dollars 

Forty-one to sixty cars Two hundred dollars 

Sixty-one to seventy cars Two hundred and twenty-five dollars 

Seventy-one cars and over Two hundred and fifty dollars 
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The commissioner of the revenue shall require the agent of any 
railway company furnishing transportation for such show or shows to 
state under oath the total number of cars of every kind/ whether belong- 
ing to the show or to the railway company, used in the transportation 
of any such show, and any agent of any railway company failing or re- 
fusing to make such statement to the commissioner of the revenue shall 
be fined not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Circuses and carnivals at outside agricultural fairs, etc. 

109%. (As amended by act approved "March 17, 1916.) Every 
traveling circus, carnival or show giving performances in the open air 
or tents in any county or city in this State, wherein there is held an 
agricultural fair, for one week previous to, or during the week of, or 
one week after the time of holding such regular annual fair, shall pay a 
State license tax of one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each performance 
in addition to the license tax now required by law of a circus, carnival or 
like show, the State license tax provided for in this section and the State 
license tax now required by law, to 'be assessed by the commissioner of 
the revenue and these license taxes to be paid to the county or city 
treasurer before any performance is permitted to be held. 

It shall be unlawful for any such circus, carnival or show to publish 
or post in any way in such county or city at any time within thirty days 
prior to the holding of such regular annual fair, advertising of the ex- 
hibition of any such circus, carnival or show. Any person, firm, com- 
pany, or corporation violating any provision of this section shall be fined 
two thousand dollars ($2,000) for each offense 'by the justice of the 
peace or court trying the case. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to circuses, carnivals or shows inside the grounds of any agri- 
cultural fair held in any county or city. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Hobby-horse machines, merry-go-round, and other like machines. 

110. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall, without a license authorize by law, exhibit and operate any ma- 
chine known as hobby-horse machine, merry-go-round, ocean wave, ferris 
wheel, or other like machines, whether the same is propelled by hand, 
horse, steam, electric or other power. 

License to hobby-horse machines, merry-go-round, and other like 

machines. 

111. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- ^ 
son who operates a hobby-horse machine, merry-go-round, ocean wave, 
ferris wheel, or other like machines, on which persons are charged for 
riding, shall pay ten dollars for each county or city in which such ma- 
chine is operated. Any person operating any suoh machine, without 
first having paid the specific amount therefor shall pay a fine of not 
less than twenty dollars, nor more than fifty dollars for each offense. 

License to permanent parks for public amusement. 

IIIJ^. (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) That all 
owners and operators of permanent parks for public amus^nent, which 
shall be open for the public for at least three months during each year, 
shall have the option of being exempted from the payment of the licenses 
provided in sections ninety-eight, ninety-nihe, one hundred and five, one 
hundred and six, one hundred and seven, one hundred and nine, one hun- 
dred and ten, one hundred and eleven, one hundred and twelve, one hun- 
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dred and twenty-two, one hundred and thirty-nine, of an act approved 
April sixteenth, nineteen hundred and three, and amended by an act ap- 
proved February nineteenth, nineteen hundred and four, entitled "an act 
to raise revenue for the support of the government and public free 
schools, and pay the interest on the public debt, and provide a special tax 
for pensions, as authorized by section one hundred and eighty-nine of 
the Constitution, and in lieu thereof, upon the payment of a special li- 
cense tax of four hundred dollars for a period of four months, and six 
hundred dollars for a period of eight months, and eight hundred dollars 
for a period of one year, shall have the privilege of doing any, or all of 
the things, set out in the Above sections ninety-eight, ninety-nine, one 
hundred and five, one hundred and six, one hundred and seven, one 
hundred and nine, one hundred and ten, one hundred and eleven, one 
hundred and twelve, one hundred and twenty-two, one hundred and 
thirty-nine of said act, and shall be exempted from the payment of the 
license taxes provided in said section. 

'liicense to public roome and skating rinks. 

112. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every pro- 
prietor or occupier of a public theatre, or other room or rooms fitted 
for public exhibitions for the use of which a charge is made shall pay 
twenty dollars for the privilege, except in a county or town of less than 
two thousand inhabitants; provided, that every person who shall estab- 
lish, keep or exhibit for profit a skating rink shall pay for the privilege 
of keeping or exhibiting such skating rink as follows: 

First. When such rink is kept or exhibited in a city of more than 
ten thousand inhabitants, he shall pay the sum of ten dollars per 
quarter. 

Second. When such rink is kept or exhibited in a city or town of 
not more than ten thousand nor less than two thousand inhabitants, he 
shall pay the sum of seven dollars and fifty cents per quarter. 

Third. When such rink is kept or exhibited anywhere else than in 
the towns and cities above mentioned, he shall pay the sum of five 
dollars per quarter. 

Public rooms. 

113. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall, without a license authorized by law, charge for the use of any 
house or room therein in city or town, or in any manner receive com- 
pensation for the use of same, while used or employed to exhibit therein 
any theatrical performance, lecture, concert or any other exhibition. 
Wherever such charge is made, or compensation is demanded or received 
for the use of such house, or any public room or rooms, fitted for the 
purpose, a license shall be obtained; but no license shall be required of 
the proprietor or occupier of such house or public room or rooms in a 
town containing less than two thousand inhabitants. No license to use 
such house for such exhibition or performance shall be construed to 
exempt the house from taxation as property or to allow the use of such 
hall as a skating rink without paying an additional license. For any vio- 
lation of this section the person so offending shall pay a fine of not less 
than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

Soft drinks; manufacture, sale of, etc. 

113%. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) That for 
the privilege of selling soft drinks from a soda fountain in cities and 
towns of two thousand or more inhabitants there shall be paid to the 
State an annual license of seven dollars and fifty cents for each fountain. 
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and for the privilege of selling soft drinks from soda fountains otlierwise 
located, there shall be paid an annual license tax of three dollars and 
seventy-five cents for each fountain; and for the privilege of manufac- 
turing otherwise than at soda fountains, or for bottling soft drinks, there 
shall be paid the annual license tax of twenty-two dollars and fifty cents. 
Prpvided, that merchants in the country whose purchases do not exceed 
one thousand dollars shall not be subJ^ct to the provisions of this act. 

Soft drinks under this act shall include all of the drinks for which 
liquor license is not required. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Attorneys, physicians and dentists. 

114. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall, without a license authorized by law, practice as attorney at law, 
physician, surgeon, dentist, or the art of healing bodily or mental infirmi- 
ties without physic or surgery; and no person who shall hereafter apply 
for license to practice as a physician, or surgeon, or dentist, shall have 
such license granted to him unless at the time of such application he 
shall exhibit to the commissioner of the revenue to whom such applica- 
tion is made a certificate from the president of the State board of medical 
examiners or from the president of the State board of dental examiners, 
that such person has passed a satisfactory examination before said board, 
or a special permit from the president of either of said boards, or shall 
file with him an affidavit that such applicant for a license to pratice 
medicine or surgery commenced the practice of medicine or surgery in 
this State prior to the first day of January, eighteen hundred and eighty- 
five which afl5.davit shall be subscribed and sworn to by such appli- 
cant. Any person who shall make a false oath in such aflddavit shall 
be deemed guilty of perjury and liable to all the prescribed penalties 
therefor; provided, that persons who held license to practice dentistry 
in this Commonwealth on the twenty-eighth day of January, eighteen 
hundred and ninety, and have complied with the requirements of section 
seventeen hundred and seventy-four, shall not be required to have a cer- 
tificate from the president of the board of dental examiners when he 
applies for a license; and provided, further, that nothing contained in 
this section shall prevent any authorized physician or surgeon, or other 
person, from extracting teeth from any one suffering from toothache. 

Attorney at Ltaw; where he may practice. 

115. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every at- 
torney at law, in addition to being licensed, sworn and admitted to 
prosecute or defend actions or other proceedings in the courts of this 
Commonwealth, on the retainer of clients, shall obtain a revenue license; 
and no person shall act as attorney at law or practice law in the courts 
of this Commonwealth without a separate revenue license. A revenue 
license to practice law in any county or corporation shall authorize such 
attorney to practice in all the courts of this State without additional 
license. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall pay 
a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars 
for each offense. 

Licenses to attorneys at law. 

116. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every at- 
torney at law who has been licensed for less than five years shall pay 
fifteen dollars; and on attorneys who have been licensed and practiced 
for five years and more, twenty-five dollars; provided, that no attorney 
at law shall be required to pav more than fifteen dollars whose receipts 
are less than five hundred dollars per annum. 
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117. (As amended Iby act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall practice as a dentist for compensation without a revenue license, 
but a license granted to practice dentistry in any county or corporation 
shall authorize such dentist to practice throughout the Commonwealth. 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this section, or who shall 
practice the profession of dentistry without having first obtained a revenue 
license therefor, shall pay a fine of not less than thirty dollars nor more 
than one hundred dollars for each offense, and shall be debarred from 
recovering any compensation for such services by action, suit, motion, 
or warrant in any of the courts of the Commonwealth. And any com- 
missioner of the revenue who shall grant a license to practice as a dentist 
to any person who shall not have complied with the provisions of this 
section shall be deemed guilty of* a disdemeanor, and shall be subject 
to a fine of fifty dollars for each offense. 

liicenses of d^itists. 

118. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every 
dentist who has been licensed for less than five years shall pay ten 
dollars, and every dentist who has been licensed and practiced for five 
years and more shall pay fifteen dollars; but in cities and towns of five 
thousand inhabitants or more, the tax on dentists shall be twenty-fiv 
dollars; provided, that no dentist shall be required to pay more than 
ten dollars whose receipts are less than five hundred dollars per annum. 
Every dentist shall be licensed by the commissioner of the revenue for 
the district or city wherein such dentist has his regulrft* and principal 
office. 

Veterinary surgeons. 

118. (a) (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No 
person shall practice as a veterinary surgeon for compensation without 
a license. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, upon conviction, pay a fine of not 
less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each offense. 

Every veterinary surgeon shall pay a license tax of ten dollars; pro- 
vided, that nothing in this act shall be construed as requiring a license 
tax of persons who confine their practice to castration, spaying or dis- 
horning of live stock. 

Venders of medicines, salves, liniments, etc. 

119. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall sell any patent, proprietary or domestic medicines, salve, liniment, 
or compounds of a like kind, or any spices, or extracts, toilet articles 
or other articles of like kind unless he be a licensed merchant, :whether 
he be the manufacturer thereof or not, without a license. Any person 
selling any patent proprietary or domestic, medicine, salve, liniment, or 
any compound of like kind, or any spices, extracts, toilet articles or 
other articles of like kind without having first obtained a license for 
such privilege, shall pay a fine of not less than thirty dollars nor more 
than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

License to* venders of medicines, salves, liniments, etc. 

120. (As amended by act approved March 24, 1916.) Every person 
who shall sell any patent, proprietary or domestic medicine, salve, lini- 
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ment or compound of the like kind, or any spices, extracts, toilet articles 
and other articles of like kind, except a licensed merchant at his regular 
place of business, shall pay a license tax of one hundred and twenty- 
five dollars for each wagon used, which shall be the only license required 
of such person for such privilege; provided that nothing in this act 
shall be construed to conflict with or repeal any provision of tlie acts 
passed by the General Assembly of 1916, relating to ardent spirits as 
therein defined. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Dagaerrean and photograph artists and their agents. 

121. (As amended by an act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who takes, or exposes, on plates, films or sensitized material, or who 
develops or prints images of objects according to the invention of the. 
daguerreotype process, or who does any or all of these things, by what- 
ever name it may be known or called, shall be deemed a daguerreotype 
artist, and any person who shall canvass for any daguerrean artist, or 
photographer, or shall act as the agent of such artist, or photographer 
in transmitting pictures, daguerreotypes, or photographs, to other points 
for the purpose of having them copied or enlarged, or colored, shall be 
deemed a daguerrean artist's agent or canvasser, and he shall be 
deemed a daguerrean or photograph canvasser wherever he acts for him- 
self or for another, and every such artist or agent engaged in the busi- 
ness aforesaid, or as a canvasser therefor, shall obtain a license, and 
it shall be unlawful so to engage without a license. 

For every violation of this section the "person offending shall pay 
a fine of not less than fifty dollars, nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Nothing in this act shall apply to amateur photographers who expose, 
develop and finish their own work, and who do not part with same for 
compensation, and who do not receive any compensation for performing 
any of the processes herein set forth. 

Ldcense of daguerrean and photograph artists and agents. 

122. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every person 
who shall engage in the business of a daguerrean or photograph artist's 
agent or canvasser, shall pay for the privilege the sum of ten dollars in 
a county or in a town of two thousand inhabitants or under; and if in 
a city or town of more than two thousand, and less than ten thousand 
inhabitants, he shall pay thirty dollars; and if in a city of more than 
ten thousand and less than twenty thousand inhabitants, he shall pay 
forty dollars; and if in a city of more than twenty thousand inhabitants, 
he shall pay fifty dollars; and he shall pay an additional sum of five 
dollars for each county or city in which he operates other than that in 
which he has his regular place of business. 

Stallions and jackasses. 

123. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person 
shall without a license authorized by law, let to mares, other than his 
own, for compensation, any stallion or jackass. Every license to the 
owner of a stallion or jackass shall specify the name of such stallion or 
jackass, if any name has been 'given. A license to the owner of any such 
stallion or jackass, for any county or corporation, shall be good for 
twelve months from its date, and shall authorize the stallion or jackass 
to stand in any county or city without an additional license. Any per- 
son violating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of not less 
than thirty dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each offense. 
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liicenses to owners of stallions and Jackasses. 

124. (As amended by an act approved March 19, 1915.) For 
letting to mares any stallion or Jackass there shall be paid ten dollars. 

License on bulls. 

125. (As amended by act approved March 19. 1915.) Any person 
owning a bull or bulls in this State may apply to the commissioner of 
the revenue of the district or city in which he resides, for a special 
license for the privilege of letting such bull or bulls to cows other than 
his own, which tax shall be for the sum of two dollars and fifty cents 
on each bull so licensed. 

Any person so obtaining said license have a lien on the get of such 
bull so licensed for a period of six months from the date of the birth of 
such get for the price agreed upon between him and the owner of any 
such cow or cows served by such bulls. 

Agents for renting houses. 

126. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
engaged in renting houses, farms, or other real estate for compensation 
or profit shall be deemed to be an agent for renting houses, and when 
licensed as such may engage not only in renting houses, but in renting 
any real estate; provided that administrators, guardians, executors, and 
other fiduciaries shall be exempt from the license herein required. Any 
person engaged as an agent for renting houses as aforesaid without a 
license shall pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one 
hundred dollars for each offense. 

I/icense to agents for renting houses. 

127. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every person 
who shall act as agent for the renting of houses in cities of over five 
thousand inhabitants shall pay the sum of thirty dollars, and in towns 
of less than five thousand inhabitants, or in any one county, ten dollars 
for the privilege of transacting such business. 

liabor agents. 

Sec. 128. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1916.) Any 
person who solicts, hires, or contracts with, laborers, male or female, to 
be employed by persons other than himself, and every agent of such per- 
son, except as provided in the next following section, shall be deemed 
to be a labor agent; and no person shall engage in such business with- 
out having first obtained license therefor. E3very person who shall without 
a license conduct business as a labor agent shall pay a fine of not less 
than one hundred dollars ($100.00,) nor more than five hundred dol- 
lars ($500.00.) 

liicense to labor agents. 

Sec. 129. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1916.) Every 
person who engages in the business of a* labor agent except as herein- 
below provided, shall pay annually five hundred dollars ($500.00) for 
the purpose of transacting the said business, but before any such license 
shall be issued, the applicant shall produce a certificate from the cor- 
poration court of the city, or the circuit court of the county in which 
such labor agent proposes to have his office, or of the county in which 
he proposes to do business, that to the personal knowledge of the judge 
of such court, or from the information of credible witnesses under oath 
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before such court, the court is satisfied that the applicant is a person 
of good character and honest demeanor; provided that labor agents 
in cities and towns of the Commonwealth who have and keep a regular 
office in such city or town, and who transact all their business In such 
office, and who do not in person or by agent solicit, or hire or contract 
With laborers outside of such office, or attempt so to do, except by writ- 
ten or telegraphic or telephonic communication, shall be required to 
pay annually only twenty-five dollars ($25.00) license tax for such 
privilege, and the license so paid for and obtained shall permit all the 
employees and agents of such person who assist in the prosecution of 
such work in such office only, as aforesaid, to aid therein. 

Employment bureaus or agencies — ^re^ulation of. 

An act to amend and re-enact an act entitled an act to regulate 
employment bureaus or agencies and to provide penalties for violation 
of same, which became a law March 14, 1910. Approved March 13, 1916. 
1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That an 
act entitled an act to regulate employment 'bureaus or agencies and to 
provide penalties for violation of same which became a law March four- 
teenth, nineteen hundred and ten, be amended and re-enacted so as to 
read as follows: 

1. Every person, firm or corporation who shall agree or promise, 
or who shall advertise through the press, or by letter, to furnish employ- 
ment or situations to any person or persons shall keep a register in a 
substantial book, in the form prescribed by the commissioner of labor 
statistics, in which shall be entered the age, sex, nativitv, trade or oc- 
cnnation, name and address of every applicant. Such licensed agency 
shall also enter in a register the name and address of every person who 
shall make application for help or servants, and the name and nature 
of employment for which such help shall be wanted. Such registers shall, 
at all reasonable hours, be open to the inspection and examination of 
the commissioner of labor statistics or his deputies or inspectors. Where 
a registration fee is charged for filing or receiving application for or 
obtaining employment or help, said fee shall in no case exceed the sum 
of three ($3.00) dollars, for which a receipt shall be given in which 
shall be stated the name of the applicant, the amount of the fee, the 
date, the name or character of the work or the situation to be secured. 
In case the said applicant shall not obtain a situation or employment 
through such licensed agency within thirty days after registration afore- 
said, then said licensed agency shall forthwith repay and return to such 
applicant, upon demand being made therefor, the full amount of the 
fee paid or delivered by said applicant to said licensed, agency. 
Provided, that such licensee shall not send out an applicant for any 
employment within the provision of this act, without having first ob- 
tained a bona fide order therefor in writing, stating the terms and con- 
ditions of employment. 

2. No agency shall send or cause to be sent any female help or 
servant to any place of bad repute, house of ill-fame or assignation 
house, or to any house or place kept for immoral purposes, or to any per- 
son for immoral purposes. No such licensed agency shall publish or cause 
to be published any false information or make any false promises con- 
cerning or relating to work or employment to any one who shall register 
for employment and no such licensed agency shall make any false entries 
in the register to be kept as herein provided, and all entries in such 
register shall be made in ink. Any licensed person or agency shall not 
by himself or itself, agent, or otherwise, induce or attempt to induce any 
employee to leave his employment with a view of obtaining other em- 
ployment through such agency. 

3. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation, or any 
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person employed or authorized by such person, firm or corporation to 
hire or discharge employees, to receive any part of any fee or any per- 
centage of wages or any compensation of any kind whatever, that is 
agreed upon to be paid by any employee of said person, firm or cor- 
poration to any employment with said person, firm or corporation. 

4. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of labor statistics to 
enforce this act, and when informed of any violation thereof, it shall 
be his duty to institute criminal proceedings for enforcement of its pen- 
alties before any court of competent Jurisdiction. He may make such 
rules and regulations for the enforcement of this act, not inconsistent 
therewith, as he may deem proper. Any person convicted of a violation 
of any of the provisions of sections one, two and three shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction in any court of competent Juris- 
diction shall be fined not less than ten ($10) dollars nor more than two 
hundred ($200) dollars for each offense; provided, that any such 
bureau or agency who shall knowingly send any female help or servants 
to any place of bad repute, house of ill-fame or assignation house or 
to any house or place kept for immoral purposes, or to any person for 
immoral purposes, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and upon con- 
viction in any court of competent Jurisdiction shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than one hundred ($100) dollars nor more than one 
thousand ($1,000) dollars or by imprisonment in the penitentiary not 
less than one (1) year nor more than ten (10) years or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Perscms operating laundries. 

130. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son who operates a laundry shall pay for the privilege of conducting such 
business; if it be a laundry, operated other than by hand, in the country 
or in towns of two thousand inhabitants or less, five dollars; and in 
towns and cities of over two thousand and not over five thousand inhabi- 
tants,, ten dollars; and in towns and cities of over five thousand inhabi- 
tants, twenty-five dollars; and if it be a hand laundry the amount to be 
paid for the privilege shall be tw-o dollars and fifty cents in the country, 
and in towns of two thousand inhabitants or less, and in towns and cities 
of over two thousand inhabitants and not over five thousand inhabi- 
tants, five dollars; and in towns and cities of over five thousand inhabi- 
tants,, ten dollars. Any person who shall without a license conduct 
such business shall be subject to a fine of not less than ten dollars nor 
morS than fifty dollars. But nothing in this act shall be construed to 
impose a license tax upon persons who wash bed-clothing, wearing ap- 
parel, and so forth, without laundry machinery, and who do not, keep 
shops or other regular places of business for laundry purposes. 

Storage and impounding. 

131. (As amended by act approved March 19. 1915.) No person 
shall without a license authorized by law keep for compensation any 
house, yard, or lot for storage or impounding any produce wares or 
merchandise, including wood, coal, lumber, guano, marl, or other com- 
modities, or any live stock, or make demand or receive in any manner 
compei^ation for storage or impounding. Any person who shall de- 
mand or receive compensation for storage or impounding, as aforesaid, 
or who shall in any manner violate the provisions of this section, shall 
pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than Ave hundred dol- 
lars for each offense. 

Licenses for storage and impounding. 

132. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every person 
"Who shall keep for compensation any house, yard or lot for storage or 
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wagon yard, or other impounding, shall pay a sum for said privilege, to 
be graduated as follows: On every house, the sum of twenty-five dollars, 
except that in a city or town whose population exceeds thirty thousand 
the amount to be paid shall be fifty dollars, and on every yard, wagon 
yard or lot, ten dollars; provided, that nothing shall be charged for this 
privilege when the compensation to the owner ia less than fifty dollars 
per annum. 

liivery stables. 

133. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who keeps a stable or stalls in which horses are kept at livery or fed 
or at which horses and vehicles are hired for compensation by the pro- 
prieter, shall be deemed to keep a livery st&^ble; and no person shall, 
without a license authorized by law, keep a livery stable; but this section 
shall not be construed to prevent the keeper of a licensed ordinary or 
house of private entertainment from feeding the horses of travelers or 
guests stopping at such ordinary or house of private entertainment. Any 
person violating the provisions of this section shall pay a fine of not 
less than thirty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for each 
offense. 

Licenses to livery stable keepers. 

134. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son who shall keep a livery stable in the country, and in towns of less 
than two thousand inhabitants, shall pay the sum ofl fifteen dollars, and 
an additional sum of fifty cents for each additional stall in excess of 
twenty-five, and in towns of two thousand inhabitants and over, he shall 
pay twenty-five dollars, and an additional tax of fifty cents for each 
stall therein. And herein shall be included as stalls such space as may 
be necessary for a horse to stand and in which a horse may be kept. The 
license to keep a stable by the proprietor of public watering places and 
other places of summer resort, or any other person at such places, for six 
months or less, shall be one-half of the sums hereinbefore specified. 
Every person, for the privilege of running a single hack, carriage, cab or 
other vehicle for carrying passengers for hire, shall pay ten dollars, ex- 
cept that a license of two dollars and fifty cents only shall be imposed on 
persons running such conveyances solely in the country or in towns of not 
more than one thousand inhabitants. Every person who shall keep a 
feed stable for boarding horses for compensation, shall pay for such privi- 
lege ^Ye dollars in the country and in a town of less than two thousand 
inhabitants, and in a town or city of two thousand or over two thousand 
inhabitants, ten dollars. Every person for the privilege of running a con- 
veyance of any kind for transfer of ibaggage, freight, furniture, or other 
articles of merchandise in cities and towns of two thousand inhabitants 
and over, shall pay for each one horse conveyance the sum of two dollars 
and fifty cents, and for each conveyance of two horses or more, the sum 
of five dollars on each conveyance. 

Licenses to persons selling or offering to sell sewing machines and 

accessories. 

135. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) First. No 
manufacturer or other person, whether he be licensed as a peddler, mer- 
chant or sample merchant, or not, shall canvass any county, town or city, 
for the purpose of selling or offering to sell, or shall actually sell or de- 
liver, sewing machines and accessories, unless he be licensed as provided 
in this section. 

Second. Any manufacturer desiring the privilege of selling, or of- 
fering to sell, or of selling and delivering sewing machines manufactured 
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by him and accessories to sewing machines, throughout the Common- 
wealth shall apply to the Auditor of Public Accounts for a license, and 
it shall be the duty of the Auditor of Public Accounts, upon the payment 
into the State treasury of the sum of two hundred dollars for the privi- 
lege of transacting such business, to grant such license, and such payment 
shall be in lieu of any additional State, county, city, or town license tax 
or levy. 

The name of the manufacturer shall be stated in the license and such 
license shall be a personal privilege to the manufacturer to whom it is 
granted, and shall not be transferable, but any one representative of such 
manufacturer can sell thereunder for the said manufacturer; should such 
manufacturer desire to employ more than one representative, such manu- 
facturer so licensed may obtain from the Auditor of Public Accounts 
separate certificates for as many agents as he may desire to employ in 
selling and offering to sell, or selling and delivering sewing machines 
manufactured by him, and accessories to sewing machines upon the pay- 
ment of five dollars into the State treasury for each certificate, and such 
certificate shall state the name of the manufacturer, and shall entitle such 
agent to sell, or offer to sell, or to sell and deliver, sewing machines man- 
ufactured by such manufacturer and accessories to sewing machines 
throughout the Commonwealth, without the payment of any additional 
State, county, city or town tax or levy. 

Any licensed merchant may sell, or offer to sell, or to sell and de- 
liver, at his regular place of business under his merchant's license, with- 
out the payment of any additional State, county, city or town license tax 
or levy, sewing machines purchased by him frpm any manufacturer of 
such sewing machines who has taken out a license to sell sewing ma- 
chines of his manufacture, and accessories to sewing machines throughout 
the Commonwealth; but such merchant, if he desire to sell, or oifer to 
sell, or to sell and deliver, at any place other than at his regular place 
of business, the sewing machines purchased by him from a manufacturer 
who has been licensed as hereinbefore provided, shall obtain a certificate 
from the Auditor of Public Accounts, and shall pay into the State treasury 
therefor the sum of five dollars and he shall also in like manner pay 
five dollars for a certificate for each person in his employment engaged 
in selling or offering to sell, or in selling and delivering, elsewhere than 
at his regular place of business, the said sewing machines, and accessories 
to sewing machines, and such payment shall be in lieu of any additional 
State, county,, city or town license tax or levy. 

Any person other than a licensed merchant or manufacturer, may 
sell, or offer to sell, or sell and deliver, throughout the Commonwealth 
sewing machines purchased by him from any manufacturer of such sewing 
machines, who has taken out a license to sell sewing machines of his 
manufacture, and accessories to sewing machines, throughout the Com- 
monwealth; provided, he obtain a certificate from the Auditor of Public 
Accounts and pay into the treasury of the State the sum of five dollars, 
and such payment shall be in lieu of any additional State, county, city, 
or town license tax or levy. 

Third. Any person other than those licensed under the foregoing 
section desiring the privilege of canvassing any county or city, for the 
purpose of selling or offering to sell sewing machines and accessories, 
shall apply to one of the commissioners of the revenue for such county 
or city for such license; and upon the granting of such license, and the 
payment of twenty dollars to the treasurer of such county or city, he 
shall have the privilege of selling, offering to sell, and of selling and 
delivering sewing machines and accessories of any manufacturer in such 
county or city. Any such person so licensed may obtain the like privi- 
lege in any other county or city upon the production to one of the com- 
missioners of the revenue of such other county or city of his license to 
sell as aforesaid, and upon the payment of the sum of ten dollars to the 
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treasurer of such other county or city. Such license shall he a personal 
privilege, and shall not be transferable; but no separate license sliall be 
required to be obtained 'by any person licensed under this section in order 
to authorize such person to sell the said accessories of any manufacturer. 

Fourth. There shall be no abatement from the said sum to be paid 
for the license to sell sewing machines or accessories, if the same be exer- 
cised for less than one year. All licenses issued under this section shall 
expire on the thirtieth day of April next after the date of their issue. 

Fifth. Any manufacturer, person, or agent selling, or offering to 
sell, or taking orders for the sale of sewing machines or accessories, with- 
out having obtained the license or certificate hereinbefore required, shall 
be deemed guilty of misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall ^be 
fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dol- 
lars, one-half of every such fine to go to the informer. 

Sixth. Nothing in this section shall prevent licensed auctioneers or 
officers of the law, under legal process, from selling second-hand sewing 
machines, nor prevent any person licensed under this section from dealing 
in second-hand sewing machines of any manufacture which have become 
second-hand by having been sold and used in this State previous to the 
passage of this act, ob those which may become second-hand machines 
after having been sold under the provisions of this section. 

Agents for the sale of manufactured implements or machines by retail 
other than sewing machines. 

136. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Any person 
who shall sell, or offer for sale, manufactured implements or machines 
by retail, or take orders therefor on commission or otherwise, other than 
sewing machines, unless he be the owner thereof, or a duly licensed 
merchant, at his regular place of business, who shall have paid a license 
tax amounting to as much as fifteen dollars shall be deemed to be an 
agent for the sale of manufactured articles, and shall not act as such 
without taking out a license therefor. No such person shall, under his 
license as such, sell, or offer to sell, such articles through the agency of 
another; but a separate license shall be required for any agent or em- 
ployee who may sell, or offer to sell such articles for another. For any 
violation of this section the person offending shall pay a fine of not less 
than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

License to agents for the sale of manufactured implements or machines 
by retail other than sewing macliines. 

137. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every agent 
for the sale of manufactured implements or machines, other than sewing 
machines, shall pay for the privilege of transacting such business the 
sum of fifteen dollars, and this shall give to any party licensed under 
this section the right to sell the same within the county or city in which 
he shall take out his license; and if he shall sell, or offer to sell, the 
same in any other county or city of the State, he shall pay an additional 
sum of ten dollars in each county or city where he may sell, or offer to 
sell, the same; provided, that any person who shall pay an annual tax 
to the Commonwealth upon capital actually employed by him in the man- 
ufacture of the articles or machines mentioned in this section of not less 
than thirty dollars per annum, may without any further sum being paid 
for the privilege by himself or his agent, employ agents to sell said arti- 
cles or machines manufactured by him in any of the counties or cities 
of the State; and the certificate of the treasurer of the county or city in 
which said tax shall be paid by such person on the capital so employed 
by him in the manufacture of such articles or machines shall be evidence 
of the fact of such payment. 
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License tax on peddlers of manufactured implements and machines other 

than sewinf^ machines, and on peddlers of cooking stoves 

and ranges and clocks. 

138. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) Every per- 
son engaged in peddling manufactured implements or machines, other 
than sewing machines, shall pay for the privilege of transacting such 
business the sum of two hundred dollars; and this shall give to such 
peddlers the right to sell the same within the county or city in which 
he shall take out his license, and if he shall sell, or offer to sell, the 
same in any other county or city in this State, he shall pay an addi- 
tional sum of one hundred dollars in each county or city where he may 
sell or offer to sell the same. 

Every peddler of cooking stoves or ranges, and every peddler of 
clocks, shall pay for the privilege of engaging in such business the sum 
of five hundred dollars, and this shall give to such peddler the right to 
sell the same within the county or city in which he shall take out his 
license; and if he shall sell, or offer to sell, in any other county or city 
of th;e State, he shall pay an additional sum of three hundred dollars in 
each county or city where he may sell or offer to sell the same; pro-. 
vided, that any person selling clocks, stoves and ranges under a mer- 
chant's license and delivering the same shall be deemed a peddler under 
the provisions of this act and subject to the requirements and penalties 
hereinbefore imposed. 

Licenses on slot machines. 

139. (As amended by act approved March 15, 1915.) Any person, 
firm or corporation, having on a street, alley or other place in any city 
or town, or on any public road in any county, or in shops, stores, hotels, 
boarding-houses, depots, public or private rooms or any other place any- 
where in the State of Virginia, a slot machine of any description, into 
which are dropped pennies or nickles or coins of other denominations to 
dispose of chewing gum or other articles of merchandise or for the pur« 
pose of operating musical or other devices that operate on the nlckel-ln- 
the-slot principle, used for gain, except as a pay telephone, shall pay 
ioT every such slot machine or musical or other device, as the case may 
be, a State license tax. of ten dollars per year for the use and benefit of the 
State; except such vending machines as are used solely for the sale of 
agricultural products or cigars, on which shall be levied a State license 
tax of three dollars per year for each machine; except also weighing 
machines and machines used solely for the purpose of selling shoe-strings, 
on which shall be levied a State license tax of two dollars per year for 
each machine; and except also automatic baggage or parcel checking 
machines or receptacles, which are used for the storage of baggage or 
parcels of any character, on which there shall be levied a State license 
tax of twenty-five cents per year for each receptacle that is operated on 
the coin-in-the slot principle; provided, however, that nothing contained 
in this section shall be construed as permitting any such person, firm or 
corporation to keep, maintain, exhibit or operate any slot machine or 
other device, in the operation of which cigarettes or intoxicating liquors 
are disposed of or in which the element of chance enters, and it shall 
not be lawful for any commissioner of the revenue or other officer to 
issue a license under this section to any such person, firm or corporation 
for the keeping, maintaining, exhibiting or operating of any slot machine 
or other device, in the operation of which cigarettes or intoxicating 
liquors are disposed of or in which the element of chance enters, the in- 
tent of this section being to license only those machines or devices, in 
the operation of which the element of chance does not enter and which 
are not used to dispose of cigarettes or intoxicating Hquors; and pro- 
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vided, further, that this section shall not apply to any merchant, who has 
paid a merchant's license tax and who uses such slot machine simply 
for the purpose of making sales of his goods and merchandise and to be 
used inside of his place of business; nor shall this section apply to slot 
machines that are used for the purpose of selling individual sanitary 
drinking-cups or sanitary drinking-cups and natural water at one cent. 

Any person, firm or corporation, having any such machine or other 
device and failing to procure a license therefor, shall be subject to a 
fine of not less than twenty dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each 
ofTense and such machine or other device shall become forfeited to the 
Commonwealth. 

License on dealers in pistols, dirks or bowie knives. * 

140. (As amended by act approved March 19, 1915.) No person, 
firm, or corporation, shall sell pistols, dirks or bowie knives without 
having first procured a license therefor. 

Every person, firm, or corporation enaged in the business of selling 
pistols, dirks, or bowie knives, or who may hereafter engage in said 
business, shall pay for the privilege of transacting said business a special 
license tax in the sum of twenty dollars per annum, and no such license 
shall be issued for any period less than one year, nor shall there be 
any abatement in any instance of the tax upon such license by reason of 
the fact that the person or persons so licensed shall have exercised such 
license calling for a period of less than one year. Any person selling 
pistols, dirks, or bowie knives contrary to the provisions hereof, or who 
shall in any manner violate the same, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than twenty-five dol- 
lars nor more than fifty dollars for each offense. 

License tax upon gypsies, etc. 

141. (Section added by act approved March 19, 1915.) That 
license tax of two hundred dollars, which shall not be prorated, is hereby 
Imposed on each company of gypsies or other strolling company of per- 
sons who receive reward for pretending to tell fortunes to be paid in 
each county where such company shall offer to practice any of their craft. 
Any such company (and every member thereof) who shall practice, or 
offer to practice, any of their craft without the payment of the license tax 
required by this act, shall be punished by a fine of five hundred dollars. 

General provisions. 

Sec. 143. (As amended by act approved February 19, 1904.) When 
any incorporated company, firm or person is engaged in more than one 
business, which is made by the provisions of this act subject to taxation, 
such incorporated company, firm or person shall pay the tax provided 
by law on each branch of its or her business. 

Sec. 144. (As amended 'by act approved March 14, 1910.) Any 
corporation, except as otherwise expressly provided in this act, feeling 
aggrieved by the assessment made by the State Corporation Commission 
of its property, registration fee, or franchise tax under the provisions of 
this act may have such right of appeal as may be provided by law. 

Every such company, corporation, firm, or person which shall fail 
to make the reports required in the preceding sections within the time 
prescribed, shall, unless a different penalty is hereinbefore prescribed 
for such failure, be liable to a fine of not less than five hundred dollars, 
nor more than two thousand five hundred dollars. The said fine to be 
imposed and judgment entered therefor by the State Corporation Com- 
mission, after thirty days' notice to any such defaulting corporation to 
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appear before said, commission and show cause, if any, against the impo- 
sition of such fine, subject to appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
Virginia. 

It shall be the duty of the State Corporation Commission to prepare 
and furnish to the several corporations required to make reports under 
this act forms for such reports, which said corporation shall use in 
making the reports required of them. 

Any such company, corporation, firm or person required by this act 
to pay its registration fee or its or his taxes, or both directly into the 
State treasury, failing to pay said taxes or registration fee, or both, into 
the treasury within the time prescribed shall incur a penalty thereon of 
five per centum, which shall be added to the amount of said taxes or 
registration fee, or both. The Auditor of Public Accounts shall deliver 
a bill for said taxes or registration fee, or both, and penalty, to the treas- 
urer of any county or city in which the company, corporation, firm or 
person may have any property belonging to it or him, and said bill shall 
have the force and effect of an execution in favor of the Commonwealth. 
The treasurer may distrain or levy upon, and sell, any real or per- 
sonal property of such company, corporation, firm or person, and shall 
pay the amount of the bill into the treasury within ten days after he 
has collected the same. 

The treasurer shall be responsible on his official bond for the amount 
of such bill; provided, however, if the amount of the bill exceed one- 
half of the penal sum of the official bond of such treasurer, the Auditor 
of Public Accounts shal! require the treasurer to whom such bill is de- 
livered to execute a bond in the penalty of double the amount of the bill 
placed in his hands for collection, with security, to be approved by him. 
conditioned for the faithful discharge of his duty in collecting and paying 
into the treasury the amount of such bill. The compensation of such 
treasurer for collecting and paying into the treasury said bill shall be five 
per centum of the aggregate of said bill, and shall be paid by such cor- 
poration, company, firm or person. 

School taxes to be separately assessed and paid in money. 

Sec. 145. (As amended by act approved February 19, 1904.) All 
taxes assessed on property, real or personal, by this act, and by it 
dedicated to the maintenance of the public free schools of this State, shall 
be paid and collected only in lawful money of the United States, and shall 
be paid into the treasury to the credit of the free school fund, and shall 
be used for no other purposes whatsoever. And to this end the Auditor 
of Public Accounts shall have the books of the commissioners of the 
revenue prepared with reference to the separate assessments and col- 
lection of said school tax, and the treasurers of the several counties and 
cities of the Commonwealth shall have the tax bills in their respective 
counties and cities so made out as to specify the amount of tax due from 
each tax-payer to the said public free school fund, including the capita- 
tion tax and school taxes of whatever kind or nature, and to keep said 
capitation tax and school taxes separate and distinct from all other taxes 
or revenue so collected by him and forward the same thus separate and 
distinct to the Auditor of Public Accounts, which shall be kept separate 
and distinct by him from all other taxes or revenues until paid the 
public free schools. 

Automobiles, locomobiles, motor cycle, etc., license tax, etc. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act entitled an act to license and reg- 
ulate the running of automobiles, locomobiles and other vehicles 
and conveyances, whose motive power Is other than animal power 
along and over public highways of this State; to provide for the 
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registration of the same; to provide uniform rules regulating the 
use and speed thereof, and to prescribe penalties for the violation 
of said rules and regulations and for the licensing of chauffeurs, and 
to repeal an act entitled an act to regulate the running of automo- 
biles, locomobiles and other vehicles and conveyances whose motive 
power is other than animals, along and over the public highways of 
this State; to provide for the registration of the same; to provide 
uniform rules regulating the use and speed thereof, and to prescribe 
for the violation of said rules, approved March 17, 1910; and fur- 
ther, to provide for licensing dealers and garages and for running 
motor vehicles for hire, and to prescribe penalties for violations of 
this act. And to provide further, for the payment of fees collected 
under this act into the State treasury and the expenditures of same 
in the maintenance and construction of State aid roads and bridges. 
Approved March 24, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That an act 
entitled an act to license and regulate the running of automobiles, loco- 
mobiles and other vehicles and conveyances, whose motive power is other 
than animal power, along and over public highways of this fitate; to 
provide for the registration of the same; to provide uniform rules regu- 
lating the use and speed thereof, and to prescribe penalties for the viola- 
tion of said rules and regulations, and for the licensing of chauffeurs, 
and to repeal an act entitled an act to regulate the running of automo- 
biles, locomobiles and other vehicles and conveyances whose motive power 
is other than animals, along and over the public highways of this State; 
to provide for the registration of the same, to provide uniform rules and 
regulating the use and speed thereof and to prescribe for the violation 
of said rules, be amended and re-enacted to read as follows: 

Sec. 1. That it shall be unlawful for any person, or persons, except 
in accordance with the provisions of this act, to run, drive or operate 
any automobile, locomobile, motorcycle, motor bicycle, or any vehicle of 
any kind, the motive power of which shall be electricity, steam, gas, gas- 
oline, or any other motive power except animal power, and which said 
vehicles shall hereafter be called machines in this act, on or along, or 
across any public road, street, alley, highway, avenue or turnpike of any 
county, city, town or village in the State of Virginia, except and until 
such person shall comply with the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. Every owner of a machine on or before the first day of 
January, in each year, or before he shall commence to operate his ma- 
chine, shall register and obtain license to operate the same by making 
application to the secretary of the Commonwealth for a certificate of 
registration and license to operate. The application must contain the 
name of the applicant, his residence and postoffice address, and the county 
in which he re«5ides, and if a corporation^ its place of business, giving the 
name, factory number, if any, fixed by its maker, a brief description show- 
ing the style of machine, source of power, number of cylinders and liorse- 
power. 

Sec. 3-a. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall issue a certifi- 
cate of registration and license, giving the machine in question a number 
which shall distinguish it, wliich certificate of registration and license 
shall be firmly attached to the machine in an easily accessible place, and 
shall be shown to any sheriff, constable, or other police officer, when de- 
manded to be seen by said officer. The certificate and license shall be 
in form as follows: 

This is to certify that whose residence 

is , and postoffice address is 

is the owner of a machine, factory number ; horsepower 

; color of body ; color of gear ; 

and is hereby licensed to operate his machine in the State of Virginia 
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under the registration and license number .' for the 

year 

Given under my hand the day of 

nineteen 



Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 3-b. Every manufacturer, agent, or dealer in automobiles, loco- 
mobiles, motor cycles or motor bicycles, or other vehicles of like kind, on 
or before the first day of January in each year or before he commences to 
operate machines to be sold by him shall make application to the sec- 
retary of the Commonwealth for a dealer's certificate of registration and 
license. The application shall state the make of the machines handled 
by the manufacturer, agent, or dealer, and the probable number that will 
be disposed of during that year, and on the payment of the fee of fifty 
dollars, the secretary of the Commonwealth shall issue to such dealer a 
certificate of registration and license in form as follows: 

This is to certify that whose resi- 
dence is , and place of business 

is , is a dealer in 

make of machines, and is hereby licensed to operate machines to be sold 
by him in this State for the year under registra- 
tion and license number 

Given under my hand this, the day of 

, nineteen 



Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 3-c. Every person, other than the owner of a machine which 
has been registered and licensed to be operated in this State, who shall 
operate machines for pay, before he shall operate a machine in this State 
shall first take out a chauffeur's license to operate automobiles In this 
State, except that a member of a family or servant regularly employed 
for other purposes of a licensed owner of a machine, who is otherwise 
qualified, may operate such machine without paying additional license. 
The applicant shall make application to the secretary of the Common- 
wealth, which application shall give the name of the applicant, his resi- 
dence, postoffice address, age and experience In operating automobiles, 
and shall be sworn to before some officer authorized to administer oaths. 
There shall be appended to such application a statement, by two repu- 
table citizens, that the applicant is a fit person and is competent to oper- 
ate an automobile. 

On the payment of two dollars and fifty cents, the secretary of the 
Commonwealth shall issue to such applicant, a license and badge, which 
license and badge shall be carried by the chauffeur at all times while 
operating an automobile, the badge to be plainly in evidence upon the 
lapel of the chauffeur's coat or on the front part of the chauffeur's cap. 
The license to be in the form following: 

This is to certify that , whose residence 

Is , and postoffice address is , 

has this day been duly licensed according to law to operate or drive auto- 
mobiles over the roads of this State for the year 

Given under my hand this, the day of 

, nineteen 



Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
Sec. 3-d. The certificate of registration and license of owner of au- 
tomobile, certificate of registration and license of owner of motor cycle 
or motor bicycle, dealer's certificate of registration and license and chauf- 
feur's license, shall terminate on the thirty-first day of December of the 
year for which issued. 
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Sec. 4-a. Number plates in duplicate must also be delivered to the 
applicant by the secretary of the Commonwealth, upon wljich the number 
assigned must be painted in Arabic numerals not less than four inches in 
height, followed by the letters "VA" and in figures the year for which, 
issued, and such plates must always be in evidence upon the front and 
rear of the machine. 

Sec. 5. The fee for the certificate of registration and license and 
plate to be paid by the owner of the automobile, or motor cycle or motor 
bicycle or other vehicle the motive power of which is other than animal 
power, shall be forty cents per horse power. The horse power to be de- 
termined by the rating "formerly established by the association of licensed 
automobile manufacturers, and now known as the standard horse power 
formula of the society of automobile engineei*s." 

A. One-half of the license fee herein required to be paid by the 
owner of an automobile shall be charged or collected whenever such li- 
cense is issued on or after the first day of September in any year. 

These fees shall be paid to the secretary of the Commonwealth, who 
shall issue certificates of registration and license and number plates as- 
provided for in this act. 

On and after February first in each and every year every dealer, own- 
er or chauffeur who shall operate an automobile or motor cycle over the 
roads or streets of the State without first obtaining from the secretary of 
the Commonwealth a license to operate the same, and display the license 
as provided by law, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not less 
than ten dollars nor more than twenty dollars. Each day's use of the 
machine without license shall constitute a separate offense in the dis- 
cretion of the magistrate or other court trying the case. And all licenses 
issued before this act goes into effect shall expire on the thirty-first day 
of January, nineteen hundred and seventeen. 

Sec. 6. If the owner of a machine shall furnish satisfactory proof 
of the loss of his certificate of registration and license, then the secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth shall issue a duplicate on the payment of the 
fee of one dollar. 'Should the owner of a machine suffer the loss of his 
number plate, it shall be his duty to report the loss to the secretary of 
the Commonwealth, who shall thereupon grant a permit to have another 
made and used on the machine. The new plate to be as nearly like the 
original plate issued to him as possible. 

Sec. 7. Should the owner part with the machine during the year 
for which the certificates of registration and license was issued, he shall 
immediately notify the secretary of the Commonwealth of such sale, and 
return to him the certificate and license. Should the owner disposing of 
his machine aforesaid, purchase another during that year, the secretary 
of the Commonwealth shall transfer the old number to the new machine 
and issue a new certificate and license for the new "machine 
on the payment of the fee of one dollar, provided the new machine would 
require no greater license fee than that paid for the old machine, but 
should the new machine require a greater license fee than that paid for 
the old license, the secretary of the Commonwealth is authorized to make 
the transfer on the payment of the difference between the license paid 
and that required for the new machine. Should the owner, disposing of 
his machine, desire the license transferred to the purchaser, the secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth is authorized to make the same on receipt of 
a request in writing from the person in whose name the license was is- 
sued and the fee for such transfer shall be one dollar. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to attach or use a number plate 
or certificate or license on a machine for which it was not issued. 

The operator of a machine shall not drive in the corporate limits of 
any city or town at a greater rate of speed than fifteen (15) miles an 
hour, except in cases where the local ordinances of such city or town 
shall provide otherwise. Outside of the corporate limits of any city or 
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town a speed of twenty miles an hour is permissible, except going around 
curves, down sharp declines, or at the intersection of any cross-roads, or 
over the crest of hills, or in passing other vehicles or riders, on roadways, 
when a rate of speed not exceeding ten miles an hour must be observed. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the owner or driver of any machine 
to produce the certificate for inspection when so requested by the sheriff 
or any constable, policeman or other p^ace officer. 

Sec. 10. Any owner or operator, not a resident of this State who 
shall have complied with the laws of the State in which he resides, re- 
quiring the registration of motor vehicles, or licensing of operators there- 
of, and the display of identification or registration numbers on such ve- 
hicles, and who shall cause the identification numbers of such State in 
accordance with the laws thereof, and none other, together with the initial 
letter or letters, of such State to be displayed on his motor vehicle, as in 
the sub-title provided, while used or operated upon the public highways of 
this State, may use such highways not exceeding two periods of seven 
consecutive days in each calendar year, without complying with the pro- 
visions of sections two, three-a and three-b; provided, however, that if 
any non-resident be convicted of violating any provisions of section eight, 
nine, eleven, twelve, thirteen, he shall thereafter be subject to and re- 
quired to comply with all the provisions of said sections two, three-a and 
three-b, relating to the registration of motor vehicles and the licensing 
of operatdrs thereof; and the Governor of this State is hereby authorized 
and empowered to confer and advise with the proper officers and legisla- 
tive bodies of other States of the union, and enter into reciprocal agree- 
ments under which the registration of motor vehicles owned by residents 
of this State will be recognized by such other States, and he is further 
authorized and empowered from time to time, to grant to residents of 
other States the privilege of using the roads of this State, as in this sec- 
tion provided, in return for similar privileges granted residents of this 
State by such other States. 

Sec. 11. The following rate of speed may be maintained, but shall 
not be exceeded on any of the highways set forth in section one of any 
city, town or village, or county in this State, by any one driving a ma- 
chine: 

(a) A speed of ten miles an hour around curves or bends or where 
the roadway is not plainly visible for a distance of three hundred feet 
ahead, and at the intersection of prominent cross-roads, when such road 
or highway passes through the op'en country, and when the operator of 
an automobile overtakes a vehicle and indicates his desire to pass said 
vehicle, it shall be the duty of the driver of the vehicle to bear to the 
right and decrease his speed to less than eight miles per hour, so as to 
enable the automobile to pass at the left at a speed not exceeding ten 
miles per hour. 

(b) A speed of ten miles per hour where a street or highway passes 
the built-up' portions of a city, town or village. 

(c) A speed of ten miles an hour at points on any public highway 
where there is a gathering of horses or persons. Otherwise the rate of 
speed may be twenty miles per hour, but this rate is subject to the con- 
dition set forth in the succeeding sections of this act. 

Sec. 12. The owner, operator, conductor, driver or occupant of any 
such machine, shall keep a careful look ahead for the approach of horse- 
back riders, or vehicles drawn by horses, or other animals, and upon the 
approach of such riders or vehicles, shall slow up, keep his machine under 
thorough and careful control, give ample roadway to such rider or ve- 
hicle, and if signaled by such rider or occupant of vehicle, or be other- 
wise requested thereto, shall immediately bring his machine and its en- 
gine to a full stop and allow ample room and time to allow such rider or 
vehicle to pass. And if requested so to do by said rider or occupant of 
said vehicle, the owner, operator, conductor, driver or occupant, if a 
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male, of any such machine, shall lead the horse, or horses, past his ma- 
chine. Should any hor^e ridden or driven in an opposite direction to 
that which the machine is travelling give evidence of fright, then the 
duty of the driver shall he the same as if he had been signalled to by the 
rider of the horse or the occupant of the vehicle. 

Sec. 13. When the operator, owner, occupant, conductor or driver 
of such machine overtakes a horse or vehicle or motor vehicle travelling 
in the same direction with himself, he shall slow down his speed, slgi^sil 
for the road by bell, or gong, or horn, and if the horse or other vehicle 
stop, shall pass at a rate of speed not greater than ten miles per hour. 
Should such vehicle or ridden horse not stop, and the said operator, 
owner, driver, conductor or occupant of said machine desire to pass, he 
shall do so at a rate of speed not greater than may be necessary, and 
shall in all cases, use due diligence and care not to frighten the horse, 
or horses. In case of a machine passing a horse or vehicle going in the 
same direction, the provisions of section twelve of this act shall apply 
to the operator, owner, driver, occupant or conductor of the machine, ex- 
cept that in such case the horse or horses, shall be held until the horse, 
or horses become quiet, and then the machine may proceed. 

Every machine shall be provided with a lock, key or other device, 
to prevent its being set in motion, and no lAerson shall allow any such 
machine operated by him to stand, or remain unattended in any street, 
avenue, road, alley, highway, park, parkway, or any other public place, 
without first locking or making fast the machine as above provided. 

Every machine shall be provided with a good and sufficient brake, 
or brakes, and shall also be provided with a suitable bell, horn, or other 
signal device. Every machine operated in this State shall have displayed 
from one hour after sunset to one hour before sunrise, at least one white 
light throwing a bright light at least one hundred feet in the direction 
in which the machine is going, and also shall exhibit in the rear of the 
machine one red light, which shall effectually illumine the number tag 
on the rear. 

Sec. 13-a. When the operator, owner, occupant, conductor or driver 
of any such machine approaches a curve, bend or any place where the 
roadway is not plainly visible for a distane of three hundred feet ahead, 
he shall at all times keep his machine on the right hand side of the road- 
way sufficiently to allow ample room on the opposite side for the passage 
of other machines or vehicles irrespective of whether another machine or 
vehicle is approaching or not. 

Sec. 14. Any person, failing to perform any duty imposed by any 
section of this act, or violating any provision, or condition herein set 
forth, shall for each offense be fined not less than ten dollars, or im- 
prisoned in jail not less than five nor more than thirty days, or both, in 
the discretion of the justice of the p*eace before whom the case may be 
tried. An appeal may be taken to the circuit court of the county, or 
corporation or hustings court of the city, in accordance with the general 
law proverning appeals in misdemeanor cases. 

Sec. 15. In addition to such fine or imprisonment, any person vio- 
lating any of the provisions of this act, shall be liable for damages ac- 
tually incurred by reason of such violation, and default of the deposit 
with the justice by such owner or occupant of a sum in cash reasonably 
sufficient to pay such costs and probable damages, the machine may be 
seized and impounded anywhere in any county or city of the State upon 
the order of the justice of said county, or city, in which the offense is 
committed, and may, by order of the justice, be sold to pay such fine or 
damage. 

But before any judgment shall be entered in said proceedings, the 
owner of such machine shall have notice of the same by publication or 
otherwise, according to law, and allowied an opportunity to make defense, 
and the driver of the machine shall be deemed an agent of the owner 
for the purpose of serving process. 
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Sec. 16. In case when any such machine shall be imp-ounded, as 
provided in the preceding section, and Judgment be against the owner, 
the sheriff, constable, or sergeant, as the case may be, shall fix upon a 
time and place for the sale thereof, and post notices of the same for at 
least ten days before the date of the sale, at three or more public places 
in his county or corporation, and shall publish notice of sale in some 
newspap*er published in the county or city for two consecutive weeks. 
At the time and place so appointed such officer shall sell to the highest 
bidder for cash the said machine; and the surplus, if any there be, after 
deducting the amount of fine, cost and damage, shall be paid to the 
owner of the machine. 

Sec. 17. Nothing in this act shall apply to the machines known as 
traction engines, or to any locomotive engine, or electric cars running on 
rails. Machines owned by the State, counties and cities and used for 
purely State, county and municipal purposes shall be required to register, 
but no fee shall be collected for number plate and registration. And 
nothing contained in this act shall affect the right of person injured in 
his person or property by the negligent operation of any machine to sue 
and recover damages as heretofore. 

Sec. 18. That every person who shall keep a garage for the storage 
or hire of automdblles, in the county and in towns of less than two 
thousand (2,000) inhabitants, shall pay the sum of fifteen dollars ($15), 
and an additional sum of fifty cents ($.50) for the storage capacity in 
excess of five ( 5 ) of the vehicles hereinafter defined, and in towns of two 
thousand (2,000) inhabitants and over, he shall pay twenty-five dollars 
($25), and an additional tax of fifty cents ($.50) for the storage capacity 
over five (5) of each of the vehicles hereinafter mentioned, and in cities 
of the second class, he shall pay a tax of thirty-five dollars ($35) and 
fifty cents ($.50) additional for each vehicle for the storage capacity of 
each vehicle over five, and in cities of the first class he shall pay a tax 
of one hundred dollars ($100.00), and one dollar ($1) additional for 
each vehicle for the storage capacity of each vehicle over five. The li- 
cense to keep a garage by the proprietor of public watering places and 
other places of summer resort, or any person at such places, for six 
months or less, shall be one-half of the sums hereinbefore specified. 

Sec. 19. A garage, as used within the terms of this act, shall mean 
every place where three or more motor vehicles are stored or housed at 
any one time for compensation, other than compensation to owner of the 
building, except only such places in which automobiles or motor ve- 
hicles of other kinds are kept by the owners thereof without payment for 
storage. 

Sec. 20. Every person, for the privilege of running an automobile, 
taxicab or motor vehicle of any kind for hire, in the transportation of 
merchandise or passengers in cities or towns of less than five thousand 
inhabitants, shall for each machine operated pay the sum of ten dollars, 
this fee to be paid in addition to the registration and license tax herein- 
before provided for. These to be the only State license taxes to be paid 
for the privilege of running an automobile, taxicab or motor vehicle of 
any kind for hire in the transportation of merchandise or passengers. 

Sec. 21. Any person, firm, association or corporation, licensed under 
this act, shall pay a license tax in the corporation or county in which 
such automobile, locomobile, or other vehicle is, or in which such garage 
is located, but in no case shall any person pay a license tax in more than 
one city or county. 

Sec. 22. Any person violating sections twenty and twenty-one of 
this act shall, upon conviction, pay a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

Sec. 23. All fees collected by the secretary of the Commonwealth 
under the provisions otthis act, after the payment of the necessary cleri- 
cal assistance and the expenses Incident to the cost of purchasing number 
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plates and paying the cost of mailing same, shall be paid into the State 
treasury and shall constitute a special fund to be expended under the 
direction of the State highway commissioner, in the maintenance of roads 
and of bridges constructed with State aid and county and magisterial dis- 
trict bond issues of this State, to be expended according to the provisions- 
of an act approved February twenty-five, nineteen hundred and eight, en- 
titled "an act to provide for State money aid in addition to convict labor 
for the improvement of public roads," except that the fund shall be appli- 
cable to the maintenance of the roads of all the counties of the State,, 
whether constructed with convict labor or not, and whether constructed 
with State aid or the proceeds of bond issues of districts or counties; 
and provided further, that the State highway commissioner and local 
road authorities of the county, shall agree as to the amount required for 
the maintenance of roads and bridges to be maintained,' in this agree- 
ment outlining the character and method of work to be done and the 
cost of the same; that this work may be done by the local road authori- 
ties, or in any other way agreed on by the highway commissioner and the 
local road authorities, and when completed according to this agreement, 
shall be paid for out of the maintenance fund. 

Where the app'ortionment of a county in which no roads have been 
constructed, as specified above, and the whole apportionment is not used 
in the maintenance of roads or 'bridges, the remainder shall be used in 
the construction of roads or bridges until a maintenance charge is created; 
provided further, that any surplus remaining after the application to the 
maintenance of State aid roads and bridges in any county availing itself 
of convict labor, shall revert to the general fund and be redistributed to 
the other counties in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 24. An act entitled an act to regulate the running of automo- 
biles, •locomobiles and other vehicles and conveyances whose motive power 
is other than animals, along and over the public highways of the State; to 
provide for the registration of the same, to provide uniform rules regu- 
lating the use and speed thereof, and to prescribe for the violation of 
said rules, approved March seventeenth, nineteen hundred and ten, is 
hereby repealed. 

(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

LIQUOR lilCENSE TAX, 1916. 

Licenses effective May 1, 1916, must expire October 31, 1916. One-half 

amount of license tax lixed by law in each respective 

class to be charged. 

AN ACT to provide for the granting of license for the manufacture and 
sale of ardent spirits for the period beginning May 1, 1916, and end- 
ing October 31, 1916, and prescribing the amount to be paid there- 
for. Approved March 11, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That all 
licenses for the manufacture or sale of ardent spirits taking effect May 
first, . nineteen hundred and sixteen, shall expire on October thirty-first, 
nineteen hundred and sixteen. 

2. The amount to be paid for the privilege of manufacture or 
selling ardent spirits for the period beginning 'May first, nineteen hundred 
and sixteen, and ending October thirty-first, nineteen hundred and six- 
teen, shall be in each case one-half the amount fixed by law in each re- 
sp'ective class on the first day of May, nineteen hundred and fifteen. 

3. Such license shall be obtained in the manner prescribed by the 
law in force on the first day of May, nineteen hundred and fifteen. 

4. An emergency existing by reason of the fact that the license 
year begins May first, this act shall be in force from its passage. 
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Liquor licenses. 

Chap. 190. — AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act approved March 12, 
1908, entitled an act to define and regulate the sale, distribution, 
rectifying, manufacture and distilling of intoxicating liquors and 
malt beverages, and to impose license taxes thereon, and to prohibit 
the drinking of ardent spirits on railroad trains, and to repeal sec- 
tions 141 and -142 of an act entitled an act to amend and re-enact 
sections 75 to 147, inclusive, of an act approved April 16, 1903, 
entitled an act to raise revenue for the support of the government 
and public free schools and to pay the interest on the puiblic debt, 
and to provide a special tax for pensions, as authorized by section 
189 of the Constitution, approved February 19, 1904, and to pre- 
scribe penalties. Approved March 15, 1910. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the act 
approved March twelfth, nineteen hundred and eight, entitled an act to 
define and regulate the sale, distribution, rectifying, manufacture and 
distilling of intoxicating liquors and malt beverages, and to impose li- 
cense taxes thereon, and to prohibit the drinking of ardent spirits on 
railroad trains, and to repeal sections one hundred and forty-one and 
one hundred and forty-two of an act entitled an act to amend and re- 
enact sections seventy-five to one hundred and forty-seven, inclusive, of 
an act approved April sixteenth, nineteen hundred and three, entitled an 
act to raise revenue for the support of the government and public free 
schools and to pay the interest on the public debt and to provide a spe- 
cial tax for pensions as authorized by section one hundred and eighty- 
nine of the Constitution, approved February nineteenth, nineteen hundred 
and four, and to prescribe penalties, be amended and re-enacted so as 
to read as follows: 

Sec. 1. That all mixtures, preparations and liquids which will pro- 
duce intoxication shall be deemed ardent spirits within the meaning of 
this act, and the definition shall include beer, malt liquors, whiskey, wine, 
brandy or aAy mixture thereof, fruits preserved in ardent spirits and 
alcoholic bitters. 

Sec. 2. No person, firm or corporation shall make, distill, manufac- 
ture or sell ardent spirits except subject to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 3. No person, firm or corporation shall sell ardent spirits with- 
out first having obtained a license therefore, which license shall be di- 
vided into these six classes: 

(a) A wholesale license, (b) a retail license, (c) a retail and ship- 
per's license, (d) a malt liquor bar license, (e) a sample liquor mer- 
chant's license, (f) a social club license, which several licenses shall con- 
fer the privileges as set forth in the subsequent sections of this act and 
no other. 

Sec. 4. A wholesale license shall confer the privilege of selling for 
local delivery in quantities of not less than five gallons, and for shipment 
by common carriers in any quantities in bottles, jugs or barrels, except 
that wholesale dealers in malt liquors may sell not less than one dozen 
bottles of such liquor. 

A retail license shall confer the privilege of selling in quantities not 
exceeding four gallons and a half to any individual, to be delivered to 
such individual at the place of purchase or to any place within the city, 
town, county or district or within one mile outside where the license is 
granted, and nowhere else in the State of Virginia, in jugs, bottles or 
demijohns, or to be drunk where sold. 

A retail and shipper's license shall confer all the privileges of a re- 
tail license, with the additional privileges of shipping, by express or 
otherwise, ardent spirits in quantities of not more than four and one-half 
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gallons to any one individual at any one time upon the order of such 
person, subject' to the provisions of section thirty of this act. 

^A malt liquor bar license shall confer the privilege of selling malt 
liquor to be drunk where sold, but not to be carried away. 

A sample liquor merchant's license shall confer the privilege of 
selling by sample or other repTesentatlon. or to act as agent for the sale 
or collection of orders for ardent spirits by sample or description. A 
sample liquor merchant's license shall be a personal privilege, and shall 
not be transferable, nor shall any abatement of the sum required to be 
paid be allowed. No person, firm or corporation licensed as a sami/le 
liquor merchant shall be authorized to sell except to some club, person, 
firm or corporation licensed under the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 5. Any corporation, firm or association chartered and organ- 
ized as a social club which shall desire to keep on hand ardent spirits to 
be sold directly or indirectly or given away to members of such corp-ora- 
tion, shall procure a license in accordance with the provisions of this act, 
and shall be entitled to all the privileges and subject to all the conditions, 
limitations and penalties prescribed by this act. But no such license 
shall be granted under this act to any social club in any local option or 
no license territory. 

Sec. 6. Any corporation chartered and organized as a social club 
and desiring to keep on hand at its clubhouse or club rooms ardent spirits, 
to be sold, given or dispensed to the members and the bona fide guests 
of such* corporation or club, which shall oibtain a license on the following 
conditions, and not otherwise, shall not be affected by the next preceding 
section. 

(a) Such corporation or club shall apply to the court having au- 
thority to grant liquor licenses in the county or corporation in wh'ch its 
clubhouse or club rooms are located for leave to keep on h^d at its club- 
house or club rooms such ardent spirits for the use of its members, and 
with such application shall furnish a list of the names of all the members 
of such club or corporation and of its officers, together with their places 
of residence. 

(b) Notice of such application shall be posted at the front door of 
the courthouse at least fifteen days before the day on which the applica- 
tion is to be made; in which notice shall be given the day on which the 
application will be made in open court. Such notice shall be published 
at least twice a week in a newspaper published in the county or corpo- 
poratlon where the clubhouse or club rooms are located, and if no news- 
paper be published therein then in a newspaper having general circula- 
tion in said corporation or county. The notice shall be signed by the 
president and governors, or other governing body of such club. Before 
granting the privilege the court shall require the club to execute a bond 
in the p-enalty of five thousand dollars, with security, either personal or 
corporate, to be approved by the court and conditioned for the faithful 
compliance by the said corporation or club with all the provisions of this 
section. If personal surety or sureties be tendered by the corporation or 
club the court shall not accept the same unless they, or one of them, shall 
own in fee simp'le unencumbered real estate assessed for taxation at not 
less than five thousand dollars. On breach of condition the bond shall 
stand forfeited for the benefit of the Commonwealth, and recovery may 
be had thereon against the obligors or any of them upon motion after 
ten days' notice of such motion. 

(c) The court shall not grant the privilege aforesaid until and un- 
less it be established to the satisfaction of the court that the said club or 
corporation is a bona fide social organization and has occupied within 
the corporation or county in which the application is made a clubhouse 
or club rooms ( not less than four rooms), which have been continuously 
open day after day for the exclusive use of its members and their bona 
fide guests for a period of twelve months preceding such application; 
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that such corporation or club has kept a record of its members, of its 
purchases and disbursements and of its income from all sources; which 
record shall be open to the inspection of the court, the commissioner 
of the revenue of the corporation or county, and the chief of police of 
the city or town in which the said clubhouse or club rooms are located; 
that the said corporation or club is composed of not less than thirty 
members (all of whom shall be twenty-one years of age), who had paid 
their monthly or other periodical dues, and which dues shall have aggre- 
gated not less than eight dollars each yearly; provided, however, that 
no person who has Joined a club after January first, nineteen hundred 
and six, shall be deemed a member of any such club or corporation within 
the purview of this act unless his name shall have been proposed for 
membership and duly posted at some conspicuous place in the house or 
club rooms for at least seven days before his election; that a bona fide 
initiation fee of not less than five dollars has been required of each mem- 
ber and paid as a condition precedent to membership; that the actual 
control and management of the said corporation or club is exercised by 
regularly appointed governors, directors or other governing body, com- 
posed at the time of such application of men of such character and 
standing in the community as that in the opinion of the said court, to 
be entered of record, they are suitable, fit and proper persons to be en- 
trusted with the privilege aforesaid; provided, that such governors or 
directors shall be residents of the said county or corporation, and not 
less than five in number, and that such corporation or club has paid the 
treasurer of such county or corporation a sum equivalent to two dollars 
for each resident member of such corporation or club ; provided, however, 
that the sum to be paid the State for such privilege hy any such cor- 
poration or club shall in no case exceed the sum required for retail liquor 
licenses under this act, which payment shall exempt the said corporation 
or club from any other license or tax, either by State, county or municipal 
authorities. 

Any person may have himself entered as a party defendant to the 
application for such privilege and may contest the granting thereof in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of section ten of this act. 

(d) Upon the court being satisfied that the requirements of this 
section have been fully complied with it shall grant a certificate to that 
effect and that such privilege may be exercised by said club or corpora- 
tion, which shall be kept conspicuously posted in said clubhouse or club 
rooms; provided, however, that no such privilege shall be granted in 
any territory where retail liquor licenses cannot be granted, or locality 
in which, under the local option laws, the licensing of the sale of such 
liquors and fruits is prohibited. 

If any such corporation or club shall keep on hand at its club- 
house or in its club rooms ardent spirits to be sold or given to its mem- 
bers, or shall directly or indirectly sell or give away to its members, or 
to any other person any such ardent spirits without acquiring the right 
to do so under the provisions of this section, the said club or corporation 
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined five hundred dollars for each of- 
fense, and in addition thereto shall forfeit its charter. 

Any person representing himself to be an officer or agent of any 
such corporation or club who shall make such application for the priv- 
ilege aforesaid with intent to evade any provisions of the laws of the 
Commonwealth governing the licensing and sale of intoxicating liquors, 
or who shall sell or give away to any member of such corporation or club, 
or to any other person, directly or indirectly, any such ardent spirits at 
the clubhouse or club rooms of the said corporation or club, without such 
club or corporation having acquired the privilege aforesaid in the man- 
ner aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof shall be fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than 
five hundred dollars for each offense, and i^hall be confined in jail not 
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less than one month nor more than twelve months, and any p-erson per- 
mitting his name to be used as a member of such corporation or club, 
with intent aforesaid, shall be likewise deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and fined as aforesaid. 

Sec. 7. Any druggist who desires to sell ardent spirits or alcoholic 
bitters shall take out a retail liquor dealer's license and shall, in all re- 
spects, be deemed a retail liquor dealer and be subject to the require- 
ments of this act; provided, the provisions of this act shall not apply to 
liquor used by any druggist in the preparation of medicine. No alco- 
holic bitters, whether the same may have been manufactured in this 
State or elsewhere, shall be sold in this State by any person who has not 
obtained a license under this act. 

8. (As amended by act approved February 10, 1915.) No license 
for the sale of ardent spirits shall be granted for such sale in any terri- 
tory wherein such license is prohibited by law; nor shall such license, for 
such sale, be granted except as follows: 

(a) For sale in towns of five hundred inhabitants or more, based 
upon the last preceding United States census. 

(b) At a hotel or social club situated at a health resort having a 
natural mineral spring connected therewith, or situated iby the sea or 
any large body of salt water connected therewith; provided^ that at a 
health resort 'having a natural mineral spring connected therewith, even 
though the magisterial district in which such resort is located may have 
voted against licensing the sale therein of ardent spirits; if two-thirds 
of the qualified voters of the precinct nearest to such resort, petition 
the circuit court of the county, in which such district is located, the 
judge of such court may, in his discretion, and upon the execution of 
proper bond, issue a license to the proprietor of such health resort for 
the sale of ardent spirits for a period of three months in any calendar 
year to bona fide guests of such resort only. The license tax for this 
privilege shall be one hundred dollars, and when application is made for 
sucfh license the applicant shall produce before the Judge of the circuit 
court of said county the receipt of the commissioner of the revenue of 
said county for the said one hundred dollars. 

(c) A community within a ^county contiguous to a city (though 
such community be not incorporated) having police protection paid for ! 
by the public and wherein the court upon evidence is satisfied that there 
are within a radius of one-half mile where the business is proposed to be 
conducted five hundred or more inhabitants, and wherein license for the 
sale of ardent spirits has <been granted during the twelve months prior 
to the passage of this act; provided that no part of any city or incorpo- 
rated towns shall be included within such radius. 

(d) Incorporated cities; and provided that no license shall be 
granted in such contiguous territory adjacent to any city wherein the 
sale of liquor is prohibited by law; and provided that no sale shall be 
made by any social club by virtue of the license obtained under sub- 
section (b) of this section, except to 'bona fide members or guests of the 
club to whom license is granted. 

No license shall be granted in any of the above cases unless the 
court is satisfied that prop-er and satisfactory police protection is afforded. 
No license to retail ardent spirits shall be granted to any person except 
such person is a qualified voter and a property or realty taxpayer of the 
county or xiity in which the business is to be conducted, and if the license 
is taken out by a corp'oration, then the officer or agent of said corporation 
selling or dispensing ardent spirits shall have such qualifications, but 
these qualifications as to the license shall not apply to persons at present 
engaged in the business of the sale of ardent spirits who now reside out- 
side of the city, town or county in which they conduct such business, 
but who are qualified voters in the State and property or realty tax- 
payers in the city or county where such business is located, nor to the 
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officers and agents of social clubs which comply with the requlreijients of 
section six of this act. Nothing in this section shall be construed to pro- 
hibit the granting of license to manufacturers of ardent spirits who mash 
an average of twenty bushels or more per day. 

Nothing in this act shall be construed as repealing, affecting or in 
any manner conflicting with the provisions of an act approved February 
eighteenth, nineteen hundred and fourteen, entitled an act to provide for 
the calling and holding of an election upon the question of prohibiting 
the manufacture for sale and the sale of intoxicating liquors, to pre- 
scribe for qualifications of voters in said election, to declare the effect 
of the result of such election and to provide penalties for the violation 
of the provisions of this act, said act being commonly known as the 
enabling act, and heing rept>rted as chapter fifteen of the Acts of Assem- 
l)ly, nineteen hundred and fourteen. 

Sec. 9. Licenses required by this act shall be obtained from the 
circuit or corporation court of the county or city in which the business 
is to be conducted, except that the license to a sample liquor merchant 
shall be obtained on the certificate of the circuit, corporation or hustings 
court of some city of the State, but when so obtained the license shall 
carry the privileges of selling anywhere in the State, subject to the pro- 
visions of this act, the clerk of the court granting the certificate to 
certify to the genuineness of the license under the seal of the court. Any 
person, firm, company, corp'oration, partnership or association desiring to 
obtain a license such as is required in any of the cases specified in this 
act shall make a written application therefor to a commissioner of the 
revenue of the county or city from the circuit or corporation or hustings 
court of which a certificate is required. Such application shall state the 
name of the applicant, the residence of the applicant, and the nature of 
the business for which the license is desired, the place where it is 
proposed to be prosecuted, and the amount required by law to be paid 
for the privilege of such license. Upon such application shall be en- 
dorsed the certificate of the treasurer of such county or city that the 
amount so required has been deposited with him by the applicant in gold 
or silver coin. United States treasury notes, or national bank notes. 

When such application fpr a sale within a city has been endorsed by 
the commissioner of the revenue, "referred to the corporation court of 

the city of ," or otherwise when such application has been 

endorsed by the commiesioner of the revenue, "referred to the circuit 

court of county," as the case may be, the applicant shall 

present the application so endorsed to the corporation or circuit court 
whose certificate is required, and said court shall thereupon hear such 
evidence as may be introduced for or against the application, and hear 
and determine the question of granting the same. 

Sec. 10. It shall be lawful for any person who may consider that he 
would be aggrieved by granting any license under this act to have him- 
self entered and made a party defendant to said application and to de- 
tend and contest the same. If the court be fully satisfied upon the hear- 
ing of the testimony for and against the application, that the applicant 
is a fit p-erson to conduct such business, and that he will keep an orderly 
"house and personally superintend the same and that the place at which 
it is to be conducted is a suitable, convenient and appropriate place for 
■conducting such a business, the court may, upon the execution by the 
applicant of bond in the p-enalty of five hundred dollars, with good se- 
curity, conditioned for the faithful compliance with all the requirements 
of this act, grant such license; and thereupon the commissioner of the 
revenue shall issue the same in such form as may be prescribed by the 
auditor of public accounts. In case an application is refused by the 
court the applicant shall have refunded to him by the treasurer or other 
-collecting officer the amount of money deposited by him. There shall be 
no appeal from the order of the circuit or corporation court granting or 
Tefusing a license. 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 Virginia: Tax Laws. 



The party to any such proceeding who shall substantially prevail in 
cases where such applications are contested shall recover his costs from 
the opposite parties as in civil cases. 

Every applicant for a license under this act to do business at a place 
where a license has not heretofore been granted shall advertise his in- 
tention of making such application by posting a written notice of such 
intention at the front door of the courthouse of the county or the city 
in which the business is prop'osed to be conducted, and also at the place 
where it is proposed to conduct said business, for thirty days next pre- 
ceding the day on which such application shall be presented to the court, 
and no court shall consider any such application until it shall have been 
first proved to its satisfaction that the notice required by this section has 
been posted. 

Sec. 11. The amount to ibe paid for a license for the privilege of 
selling by wholesale ardent spirits shall be one thousand two hundred 
and fifty dollars; provided, however, that if any wholesale dealer shall 
desire the privilege of selling malt liquors only, the specific amount to b-^ 
paid by him for the privilege shall be five hundred dollars. The specific 
license tax for selling under a malt liquor bar license shall be two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

The specific sum to be paid for the privilege of selling by retail ar- 
dent spirits shall be &ve hundred and fifty dollars; provided, however, at 
hotels at resorts having a natural mineral spring or large body 
of salt water connected therewith a license contemplated by this section 
may be granted for a part of the year, and in such cases the license tax 
shall be abated for that part of the license year for which the license is 
not desired. 

The amount to be paid for the privilege of selling under a retail and 
shipper's license shall be one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 12. The amount to be paid for the privilege of doing business 
as a sample liquor merchant shall be five hundred dollars, and no per- 
son, firm or corporation shall permit any person, except a duly author- 
ized agent or salesman, to sell under their license otherwise than for 
their exclusive use and benefit. No agent or salesman shall be permitted 
to sell, or offer to sell, as aforesaid, except he have with him at the time 
the license granted to the person, firm or ' corporation from whom he 
acts, which license shall state the name of the p-erson, firm or corpora- 
tion to whom the license was granted and the name of the agent or sales- 
man using the same, and also a duly executed power of attorney con- 
stituting him such agent or salesman, which license and power of at- 
torney shall be exhibited whenever required by any ofllcer of the law or 
private citizen. For every agent or salesman employed to sell as afore- 
said there shall be paid five hundred dollars. Sales of ardent spirits, or 
any mixture of any of them, by sample, shall be limited to sales by 
wholesale. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any li- 
censed wholesale liquor dealer who has paid his license as such (an 
amount of not less than four hundred and fifty dollars) to pay an addi- 
tional amount for selling, or offering to sell, by sample, either by himself 
or agents; provided, that every such agent shall first apply to the court 
of some city for the certificate hereinbefore required. No person, firm 
or corporation shall hire their licenses or allow the use of the same to 
any other person, firm or corporation; and any person, firm or corpora- 
tion who shall so hire or allow the use of such license to any other 
person, firm or corporation shall forfeit such license; and the person, 
firm or corporation using such license shall p-ay a fine of four hundred 
dollars for each offense; provided, that any person licensed as a manu- 
facturer under this act may sell by sample, either in person or through 
his agents, provided the sales be by wholesale, but no sale shall be made 
under the license provided for in this section except to some club, person, 
firm or corporation licensed under this act. 
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Sec. 13. Nothing in this act shall be construed as licensing any 
p-erson, firm or corporation to sell wood alcohol, or any mixture thereof, 
as a beverage, and the sale of such wood alcohol, or mixture thereof, 
as a beverage, is hereby prohibited. 

Any person desiring to carry on the business of a wholesale liquor 
dealer and that of a retail liquor dealer shall obtain a separate license 
for each, and comply with all the provisions of this act in relation to 
each. Should any wholesale dealer desire to ship less than five gallons 
he must obtain a retail and shipper's license in addition to his wholesale 
license. 

Sec. 14. Nothing in this act shall be construed as applying to the 
manufacture or sale of cider which is pTire juice of the apple without any 
addition of alcohol, distilled spirits, wine or other intoxicating liquor, or 
any mixture whatever, except preservatives not prohibited by the United 
States law; provided, however, that any such cider that will produce in- 
toxication shall not be sold in quantities of less than five gallons in local 
option territory or in territory in which license to sell ardent spirits at 
retail has not been granted, except by the person growing or buying the 
fruit from which the cider is made; provided, further, that no cider 
containing more than six per centum of alcohol at the time of sale shall 
be sold in local option territory or in territory where license to sell ardent 
spirits at retail has not been granted; provided, further, that nothing 
in this act shall prevent the sale of cider to be delivered to a common 
carrier to be transported to a place where ardent spirits may be legally 
sold, not to a licensed distiller for the purpose ef distillation; provided, 
further, that this act, except this section, shall not apply to the sale of 
pure wine manufactured by the person growing or buying the fruit from 
which the wine is made; provided, further, such person may sell such 
wine to be delivered to a common carrier to be transported to some piace 
where ardent spirits may be sold legally. 

Sec. 15. (As amended by act approved March 13, 1912.) Every 
manufacturer or distiller of alcoholic liquors shall pay for said privilege, 
at the time his license is granted, a specific sum therefor, to be graduated 
and classified as follows: 

The manufacturer who shall mash and distill less than ten bushels 
per day, sixty dollars; ten bushels and less than twenty per day, one 
hundred and fifty dollars; twenty bushels and less than thirty per day, 
three hundred dollars; thirty bushels and less than forty-five per day, 
four hundred dollars; forty-five bushels and less than seventy-five per 
day, five hundred dollars; seventy-five bushels and less than one hundred 
per day, seven hundred dollars; one hundred bushels and less than one 
hundred and fifty per day, nine hundred dollars; one hundred and fifty 
bushels and less than two hundred per day, one thousand dollars; two 
hundred bushels and less than two hundred and fifty per day, twelve hun- 
dred dollars; two hundred and fifty bushels and less than three hundred 
per day, fourteen hundred dollars; and on each one hundred bushels per 
day In excess of three hundred at the rate of six hundred dollars for each 
one hundred bushels so mashed per day. The above specific sums shall 
be paid before commencing operations, and on the payment of such specific 
sum the manufacturer shall have the privilege of selling the liquors actually 
manufactured by him in quantities of not less than one gallon at the house 
where the same is manufactured: provided, further, that all liquors bought 
shall be taken away at the time bought from the place where sold: and 
provided, further, that no such manufacturer shall sell at retail any ardent 
spirits in local option or no license territory in which said manufactory 
of ardent spirits is located, except that such manufacturer shall be permitted 
to deliver his product to any common carrier to be transported to any place 
where it may be legally sold. 

The manufacturer of alcoholic liquors by direct fermentation and dis- 
tillation from pomace or from cider or fruits where the distillery is run 
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less than three months, shall pay a specific sum of twenty-five dollars, but 
if the distillery is run more than three months and less than six, the 
specific amount to be paid for the privilege shall be thirty dollars, and if 
run six months or more there shall be paid for the privilege seventy-five 
dollars, and such license shall be granted during any portion of the license 
year, notwithstanding the provisions of section five hundred and fifty-five 
of the Code of Virginia. 

It shall be the duty of every licensed distiller who manufactures 
whiskey from grain, or who manufactures brandy from fruit, to furnish, 
to the Commissioner of the Revenue a copy of the returns made by him 
to the internal revenue assessor of the United States, and the Commis- 
sioner of the Revenue shall require said licensed distiller to make affidavit 
to the correctness of such return. On payment of the above sum the dis- 
tiller of brandy shall have similar privileges in regard to the sale of brandy 
manufactured by him to those granted to distillers of whiskey. 

For the privilege of manufacturing malt liquors there shall be paid 
five hundred dollars, and upon payment of such specific sum the manu- 
facturer shall have the privilege of selling the products of his brewing 
in quantities of two dozen pints or more at any place within the State 
of Virginia, except where such manufactory is situated in any local option 
or no license territory; in which case no sale shall be made and delivery- 
had at the place of manufacture; but such manufacturer may sell the 
product of his brewing to be delivered to a common carrier to transfer to 
any place beyond the limits of such local option or no license territory in 
which such manufactory is situated. 

When such license for the privilege of manufacturing malt liquors 
shall have been paid, the manufacturer thereof shall have the privilege 
conferred upon the non-resident manufacturer by the next succeeding para- 
graph, and may maintain distributing or storage warehouses for the sale 
of malt liquors by wholesale at any point in the State of Virginia where 
the same may be lawfully sold, without the payment of any additional State 
tax. 

Every non-resident manufacturer of malt liquors maintaining in this 
State distributing or storage warehouses for the sale of malt liquors by- 
wholesale shall pay for such privilege the sum of five hundred dollars, and 
upon the payment of such specific sum to the Auditor of Public Accounts 
the said non-resident manufacturer shall have the same privileges in the 
sale of the products of his brewing as is hereinbefore given to domestic 
manufacturers of malt liquors. 

Any person, firm or corporation manufacturing pure cider who does 
not come within the provisions of section fourteen shall pay an annual tax 
of one hundred dollars per year. Any person, firm or corporation offering 
for sale at retail any cider which is not the pure juice of the apple, shall 
pay a license tax of one hundred dollars per annum. 

Sec. 16. Except in towns of more than five hundred inhabitants, based 
upon the last United States census, and in cities, no license to manufacture 
or rectify ardent spirits shall be granted, unless in addition to the other 
requirements of this act it plainly appears to the court before whom sucb 
application is made that the applicant is a voter in the State of Virginia, 
that a majority of the qualified voters of the magisterial district, or incor- 
porated town in which the privilege is sought to be exercised, are in favor 
of the application, and that the manufacture or distillation of ardent spirits 
at that place will not be contrary to sound public policy or injurious to the 
moral or the material interests of the community, and that there is adequate 
police protection at the place of such manufacture, and such distiller shall 
not sell in territory where license to retail ardent spirits is not granted. 

The term voters, or qualified voters, wherever used in this act shall 
be construed to mean any person who has the qualifications prescribed by- 
law for voters at special or local option elections. 

This section, except that part of it requiring the applicant to be a voter 
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in the State, shall not apply to manufacturers or distillers of ardent siprits 
who mash an average of twenty bushels or more per day, nor to manufac- 
turers of alcoholic liquors by direct fermentation who may distill as much 
as two hundred and fifty gallons of pomace or cider per day and are licensed 
for the period of one year, but no such distillers or manufacturers shall 
sell and deliver at the place of manufacture when the same is in any no 
license or local option territory, except for delivery to a common carrier, as 
herein provided. 

It shall be lawful for the manufacturer of wines who shall have a 
manufactory in any county, district or corporation which may vote, or has 
voted, against liquor license therein, as provided by law, to sell such wines 
in any licensed territory, in quantities of not less than five gallons or one 
dozen bottles, and to distill the refuse, ofCal or by products of the grapes 
used in the manufacture of such wines, or such wines into brandy, and 
may sell such brandy in quantities of not less than five gallons or one 
dozen bottles; provided, delivery be made of the wines or brandies so manu- 
factured and so sold to a common carrier, to be transported out of such 
county, district or corporation, and it shall be lawful for manufacturers 
to obtain a license to sell and distill should a. license be required of such . 
manufacturer. 

Sec. 17. The specific amount which each rectifier shall pay for the privi- 
lege of carrying on his business shall be seven hundred and fifty dollars, 
except that a manufacturer of ardent spirits may rectify spirits of his own 
manufacture without paying any additional sum for such privilege. Each 
rectifier who shall desire to sell, by wholesale or retail, spirits so rectified 
by him, shall pay for such privilege the same amount required by other 
wholesale and retail dealers in ardent spirits. 

Sec. 18. The Auditor of Public Accounts shall prescribe a form for 
licenses required by this act, which forms shall have printed on them in 
plain letters at least one inch in length, in words and figures, the year 
when issued, the month when the license begins and expires, and also the 
class of license. 

Every person obtaining any such license shall post the same in a con- 
spicuous place in his office, if a wholesale liquor dealer; and if a retail 
liquor or a retail and shipping dealer or malt liquor saloonkeeper, shall 
post the same in the most conspicuous place about his bar or place of re- 
tailing, and shall expose the same to common observation; and any person 
failing to keep such license so consnicuously posted shall, on conviction, 
be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars. The amount required by this 
act to be paid for the licenses herein specified shall not be in lieu of any 
taxes on personal property -actually employed in any of the branches of 
business specified in this act. 

Sec. 19. The following described acts shall be unlawful: 

(a) No person, club, firm, corporation or association shall sell or dis- 
pense ardent spirits on Sunday or €hristmas day, or to a person under 
twenty-one years of age, or to any student at any public school, college or 
university, or to an idiot, or knowingly sell to a lunatic, epileptic, habitual 
drunkard or intoxicated person. 

(b) No person, firm, corporation or association shall purchase for or 
furnish to any minor, student at any public school, college or university, 
lunatic, idiot, epileptic, habitual drunkard or intoxicated person any ardent 
spirits. 

(c) No person, firm, association or corporation shall sell ardent spirits 
in any local option or no license territory, except as provided by this act. 
Whenever used in this act, the words "local option territory" shall be held 
to mean the territory which, by vote under the local option law, has declared 
against the issuance of license for the sale of ardent spirits, and the words 
"no license territory" shall be held to mean the territory which, under the 
prohibitions of this or any other act, no license can be granted for the sale 
of ardent spirits. 
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(d) No ardent spirits shall be sold between the hours of six post me- 
ridian the day before any election and the hour of six ante meridian on 
the day succeeding such election day, nor shall any saloon be kept open 
between the hours of twelve post meridian and five ante meridian. 

(e) No female or minor shall be employed in any capacity in any 
saloon, nor shall any ardent spirits be delivered to any minor or female 
in any saloon, either to be drunk in such saloon or to be delivered to any 
other person, and no ardent spirits shall be sold or. served to any female 
in any barroom or saloon. ^ 

Any violation of any of the provisions of this section shall, upon con- 
viction, serve to revoke the license of any person, firm or corporation so 
convicted, said revocation to take effect upon final judgment, and no license 
shall be granted to such person, or any one in anywise connected with 
such person, in said liquor business for two years from the date of such 
final judgment, and any minor or student buying ardent spirits from a per- 
son, firm or corporation or club shall be fined twenty dollars. 

Sec. 20. It shall be unlawful for any corporation, association, partner- 
ship or person to guarantee as pure any cider which is not the pure juice 
of the fruit out of which it is made, without any admixture whatever, 
except preservatives not prohibited by the United States laws, or for any 
mixtures which produce intoxication, under a guarantee that such liquors 
or mixtures do not come within the provisions of this act, or to give any 
guarantee or assurance, which have for their object and purpose the pro- 
tection and indemnity of persons who purchase for the purpose of sale such 
liquids or mixtures, and who have no license for the sale thereof under the 
laws of this State. 

The circuit or corporation court of any county or city wherein such 
cider, liquid or mixture is sold under guarantee, shall have jurisdiction to 
try the guarantor or guarantors, and when presentment is made in any 
such court proper process against the accused shall at once be issued and 
executed, and the case regularly heard and tried. 

Sec. 20%. Any person who shall drink intoxicating liquor, or spirit- 
uous, vinous or malt liquors, or alcoholic beverages, or any mixture of the 
same, on a passenger train in this State, except by special permission ob- 
tained from the conductor of such train, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and fined not less than ten dollars nor more than fifteen dollars; provided, 
however, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to buffet, dining 
or Pullman cars. 

Sec. 21. When it is a matter of common report and on complaint on 
oath, in writing, of two or more reputable citizens that there is a reason- 
able cause to believe that the provisions of this act as to the illicit sale 
of ardent spirits are being violated, the places to be named in such oaths, 
the justice to whom such complaint is made, if satisfied that there is a 
reasonable cause therefor, shall issue a warrant to search such specified 
place for ardent spirits, and if upon such search there shall be found more 
than two gallons of ardent spirits at any such places in the possession of 
any person, the fact of the finding of such ardent spirits shall be admitted 
as evidence, along with other evidence introduced, to establish that the per- 
son in whose possession such spirits were found was, or had been, engaged 
in the illicit sale of ardent spirits. Should such person be found guilty of 
the illegal sale of ardent spirits, then all ardent spirits found in his pos- 
session shall be destroyed. 

Sec. 22. It shall be unlawful for any owner operator, agent, clerk, occu- 
pant or other person, of any depot, storehouse, warehouse, storeroom, office, 
steamboat, wharfboat, or other place situated, or being in any county, dis- 
trict or ward in this State wherein the sale of ardent spirits are at the time 
prohibited by law, or where the sale of said ardent spirits are not licensed, 
to deliver any such liquors, collect on delivery to any person, nor shall such 
ardent spirits be delivered to any person other than the person to whom 
the same is billed or shipped, and to whom it is bona fide addressed, or his 
employee, upon the written order of such consignee. 
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Sec. 23. It shall not be lawful for the managers or employees of any 
dispensary established under the laws of this State to ship or deliver ardent 
spirits to persons outside of the village, town or city in which said dispen- 
sary is located. 

Any violation of this section by any manager or employee of any such 
dispensary shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than 
one hundred dollars for each oftense. 

Sec. 24. It shall be the duty of the State Commissioner of Agriculture, 
at the written request of any officer. State, county or municipal, charged 
with the execution of the revenue laws, to cause to be analyzed any mix- 
ture supposed to contain alcohol and to return to the officer making the 
request a certificate of the chemist showing such analysis. 

The certificates of the chemist at agricultural department of the State, 
when signed and sworn to by him, shall be evidence in all prosecutions 
under the revenue laws of this State and in all controversies touching the 
mixture analyzed by him, but the burden shall be upon the prosecution to 
established the fact that the mixture analyzed is the same as that alleged 
to have been illicitly sold, but, upon the motion of the accused, the chemist 
shall be required to appear as witness and shall be subject to cross-exami- 
nation. 

Sec. 25. In all prosecutions for the violation of this act, when evidence 
has been introduced on behalf of the Commonwealth, providing that the de- 
fendant sold a certain liquid or mixture, by whatever name it may be called, 
to be drunk as a beverage, and that the drinking of such liquid or mixture 
produced intoxication, the burden shall be on the defendant to show that 
such liquid or mixture was not intoxicating within the meaning of this act, 
or that it was pure apple cider, the sale of which is not prohibited by sec- 
tion fourteen o5 this act. The burden shall be on the defendant to show 
that such liquid or mixture was not intoxicating within the meaning of this 
act. 

Sec. 26. All places where ardent spirits are manufactured, sold, bar- 
, tared or given away, in violation of the provisions of this act, are hereby 
declared- to be common nuisances. The Attorney General or the attorneys 
for the Commonwealth of the several cities and counties, or any citizen of 
the county or city where such nuisance exists or is kept or maintained, may 
maintain a suit in the name of the State to abate and perpetually enjoin 
the same; but the defendant shall have the right to demand that any issue 
of fact arising in such cause shall be tried by a jury. 

The bill of injunction shall be verified by oath, and no bond shall be 
required when such suit shall be brought by the Attorney General or any 
attorney for the Commonwealth. 

Any person violating the terms of any injunction granted in such pro- 
ceedings shall be punished for contempt by a fine of not less than one hun- 
dred nor more than five hundred dollars, and by imprisonment in jail for 
not less than thirty days nor more than six months, in the discretion of the 
court; but any such defendant shall have the right to demand a trial by a 
Jury. 

Sec. 27. Any person violating any of the provisions of or failing to 
comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, unless otherwise provided herein, and shall be fined 
not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars for each offense, and 
in addition he may, in the discretion of the court, be imprisoned not more 
than sixty days, and shall be required to give bond for twelve months, with 
approved security, in the penalty of five hundred dollars, and conditioned 
that he will not violate the provisions of this act. For the second and each 
succeeding offense he shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars, and 
shall be confined in jail not less than six nor more than twelve months: 
provided, that if the physical condition of such convict will permit, instead 
of the jail sentence he shall be sentenced to work on the roads, and shall 
forfeit his bond previously given and be required to give bond with ap- 
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proved security in the penalty of one thousand dollars, conditioned as above. 
If he shall fail or refuse to execute the bond herein required, either for the 
first or any succeeding offense, he shall be confined in jail, in addition to 
his other punishment, not less than two nor more than six months. 

Sec. 28. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent wholesale 
confectioners from selling fruits preserved in ardent spirits, nor brewers 
from selling beer to be shipped or delivered direct to consumers in their 
homes, and nothing in this act shall be construed to change the provisions 
of the charter of any town or city in the State touching the granting of 
licenses, or with any special act concerning the sale or manufacture of 
liquor in any county of the State. Nothing in this act shall be construed 
to prohibit the sale of denatured alcohol for use in arts, or for the purposes 
of fuel, light and power. 

Sec. 29. The circuit and corporation courts, in addition to the juris- 
diction they now have, shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the justices 
in all prosecutions arising under this act. The bond taken of a licensed 
dealer or manufacturer under this act shall be deemed forfeited by his fail- 
ure to pay any part of the penalties assessed against him by this act, and 
any portion as to which there is such failure of payment may be recovered 
of him and his sureties by motion or suit in any court having jurisdiction. 

Sec. 30. In every shipment of ardent spirits into local option or no 
license territory the consignor shall mark plainly on the outside cover 
of every package containing ardent spirits, so that it may be easily seen 
and read, the kind and quantity of ardent spirits therein contained and the 
names of the bona fide consignee of said package. 

Sec. 31. Each common carrier transporting packages of ardent spirits 
shall keep* a record both at the place of shipment and at the place of de- 
livery of each package of ardent spirits transported by them, which said 
record shall contain the kind and amount of ardent spirits contained in 
such package and the names of the consignor and the consignee, and such 
record shall be at all times subject to public inspection. 

Sec. 32. No ardent spirits shall be stored in any no license or local , 
option territory, except for the personal use of the person occupying the 
building, either as owner or renter, and no liquor signs shall be displayed 
on any buildings in which license to sell liquor is not in force: provided, 
that this section shall not apply to United States bonded warehouses. 

Sec. 33. No person, firm or corporation shall, in any dry or no license 
territory, solicit orders for ardent spirits or act as agent for the saW and 
transmission of such orders. 

Sec. 34. The possession of a United States internal revenue tax receipt 
for the sale of ardent spirits in this State shall be prima facie evidence of 
the sale of such spirits, and a United States internal revenue tax receipt 
for the sale of malt liquors shall be prima facie evidence of the sale of such 
malt* liquors. 

And whenever the holder of such a receipt shall not be licensed to sell 
wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors or any mixture of any of them, under 
and in accordance with the laws of Virginia, and shall be prosecuted or 
otherwise proceeded against for the illegal sale of such wine, ardent spirits, 
malt liquors, or any mixture of any of them, the burden of showing that 
he has not violated the law shall be upon him, and in the absence of satis- 
factory proof that he has not violated the law, he shall be convicted of sell- 
ing wine, ardent spirits, malt liquors, or any mixture of them, as the case 
may be, and fined as provided by law for the sale of such liquors without 
license. 

The list of persons holding United States internal revenue tax receipts 
when certified to by the internal revenue officer having charge of the same 
shall be deemed legal evidence in the courts of this Commonwealth. 

Sec. 35. Sections one hundred and forty-one and one hundred and forty- 
two of an act to amend and re-enact sections seventy-five to one hundred 
and to provide a special tax for pensions as authorized by section one hun- 
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dred and three, entitled an act to raise revenue for the support of the gov- 
ernment and public free schools and to pay the interest on the public debt, 
and to provide a special tax for pensions as authorized by section one hun- 
dred and eighty-nine of the Constitution, approved February nineteen, nine- 
teen hundred and four, and section twenty-three and one-half of the act 
herein amended and re-enacted and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with this act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 36. There being an emergency making it necessary that this act 
shall go into effect so that the license provided therein may be issued as 
of the first of May, this is hereby declared an emergency act, and shall be 
in effect from its passage; provided, however, that nothing herein contained 
shall affect the validity or duration of licenses heretofore granted. 

Incorporated country club— Liquor license. 

AN ACT to authorize any license incorporated country clubs chartered and 
organized as social clubs, to keep on hand at such clubhouse of such 
club ardent spirits, and to sell, give, or dispense the same to the mem- 
bers of such corporation or club, and their bona fide guests, imposing 
license taxes thereon, and to prescribe penalties. Approved March 15, 
1910. / 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That any cor- 
poration, firm, or association chartered and organized as a social club, which 
shall desire to keep on hand ardent spirits to be sold directly or indirectly 
or given away to members of such corporation, shall procure a license In 
accordance with the provisions of this act, and shall be entitled to all the 
privileges and subject to all the conditions, limitations and penalties pre- 
scribed by this act. But no such license shall be granted under this act to 
any social club in any territory in which, under the local option laws, the 
licensing of the sale of such liquor has been piohibited. 

2. Any corporation chartered and organized as a social club and de- 
siring to keep on hand at its clubhouse ardent spirits to be sold, given, or 
dispensed to the members of such corporation or club, and their bona fide 
guests, may obtain a license in the following manner and upon the follow- 
ing conditions, and not otherwise: 

(a) Such corporation or club shall apply to the court having authority 
to grant liquor licenses in the county in which its clubhouse is located for 
leave to keep on hand atf its clubhouse such ardent spirits for the use of 
its members, and with such application shall furnish a list of the names 
of all the members of such club or corporation and of its officers, together 
with their places of residence. 

(b) Notice of such application shall be posted at the front door of the 
courthouse at least fifteen days before the day on which the application is 
to be made, in which notice shall be given the day on which the application 
will be made in open court. Such notice shall be published at least twice 
a week in a newspaper published in the county where the clubhouse is 
located, and if no newspaper be published therein, then in a newspaper 
having general circulation in said county. The notice shall be signed by 
the president and governors, or other governing body of such club. Before 
granting the privilege the court shall require the club to execute a bond in 
the penalty of five thousand dollars with security, either personal or cor- 
porate, to be approved by the court and conditioned for the faithful com- 
pliance by the said corporation or club with all the provisions of this sec- 
tion. If personal surety or sureties be tendered by the corporation or club, 
the court shall not accept the same unless they, or one of them, shall own 
in fee simple unencumbered real estate assessed for taxation at not less 
than five thousand dollars. On breach of condition the bond shall stand 
forfeited for the benefit of the Commonwealth, and recovery may be had 
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thereon against the obligors or any of them upon motion after ten days' 
notice of such motion. 

(c) The court shall not grant the privilege aforesaid unless and until 
it be established to the satisfaction of the court that the said club or cor- 
poration is a bona fide social organization and has been so chartered for 
a period of at least twelve months previous to the time of such application ; 
that said corporation or club owns its clubhouse and the land occupied by 
it; that such corporation or club is located within four miles of[ a city of 
sixty thousand inhabitants; that said corporation or club keeps a record 
of its members, its purchases and disbursements and its income from all 
sources; which record shall be open to the inspection of the court and the 
Commissioner of the Revenue of the county in which said clubhouse is 
located; that the said corporation or club is composed of not less than four 
hundred regular members (all of whom shall be twenty-one years of age), 
who shall pay monthly or other periodical dues, which dues shall aggregate 
not less than twelve dollars per year; provided, however, that no persoix 
who has joined the club after January first, nineteen hundred and nine, 
shall be deemed a member of any such club or corporation within the pur- 
view of this act, unless his name shall have been proposed for membership 
for at least ten days before his election; that a bona fide initiation fee of 
not less than twenty-five dollars, or a subscription to, or purchase of, fhe 
stock or bonds of said club or corporation of not less than twenty-five dol- 
lars, has been required of and paid by each member as a condition prece- 
dent to membership; that the actual control and management of such club 
or corporation is exercised by regularly appointed governors, directors or 
other governing body, composed at the time of such application of men of 
such character and standing in the community as that in the opinion of 
the court, to be entered of record, they are suitable, fit, and proper persons 
to be entrusted with the privileges aforesaid; that such governors or direc- 
tors shall be residents of such county, or of a city within such county, and 
not less than five in number; that the said corporation or club has paid to 
the treasurer of such county a sum equivalent to two dollars for each resi- 
dent member of such club or corporation: provided, however, that the sum 
to be paid to the State for such privilege by any such club or corporation 
shall in no case exceed the sum required for a retail liquor license required 
by law at the time of such application, which payment shall exempt the 
said club or corporation from any other license or tax, either by State, 
county, or municipal authorities. 

Any person may have himself entered as a party defendant to the ap- 
plication for such privilege and may contest the granting thereof in accord- 
ance with the provisions of law relating to the granting of licenses for the 
sale of ardent spirits. 

(d) Upon the court being satisfied that the requirements of this act 
have been fully complied with, it shall grant a certificate to that effect and 
that such privilege may be exercised by such social club or corporation, 
shall be kept conspicuously posted in said clubhouse; provided, however, 
that no such privilege shall be granted in any territory in which, under 
local option laws, the licensing of the sale of such liquor is prohibited. 

If any such corporation or club shall keep on hand at its clubhouse 
ardent spirits to be sold or given to its members, or shall directly or in- 
directly sell or give away to its members, or any other person, any sucli 
ardent spirits, without acquiring the right to do so, under the provisions 
of this section, the said club or corporation shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be fined five hundred dollars for each offense, and, in addition thereto, shall 
forfeit its charter. 

Any person representing himself to be an officer or agent of any such 
corporation or club, who shall make such application for the privilege afore- 
said with intent to evade any provision of the laws of the Commonwealth, 
governing the licensing and sale of intoxicating liquors, or who shall sell 
or give away to any member of such corporation or club, or to any other 
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person, directly or indirectly, any such ardent spirits at the clubhouse of the 
said corporation or club, without such club or con>oration having acquired 
the privilege aforesaid in the manner aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than two 
hundred dollars, nor more than five hundred dollars for each offense, and 
shall be confined in jail not less than one month nor more than twelve 
months ; and any person permitting his name to be used as a member of such 
corporation or club with intent aforesaid shall be likewise deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and fined as aforesaid. 

3. No such corporation or club shall sell or dispense ardent spirits, of 
any description, on Sunday or Christmas day, or to a person under twenty- 
one years of age, or to any student at any public school, college or univer- 
sity, or to an idiot, or, knowingly, sell to a lunatic or epileptic, habitual 
drunkard or any intoxicated person. 

4. Any person representing himself to be an officer or agent of any 
such corporation or club, violating any of the provisions of this section, 
shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not less than five hundred nor more 
than one thousand dollars, or, in the discretion of the jury, confined in jail 
for not less than three nor more than twelve months, for each offense. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM THE CODE OF VIRGINIA 

RELATING TO THE ASSEtSS^fENT OF LANDS, STANDING TIMBER 
TREES, LOTS AND BUILDINGS. 

When and how assessors appointed to assess lands and lots. 

Sec. 437. (As amended by act approved February 28, 1910.) It sliall 
be the duty of the circuit courts of the counties and of cities of the second 
class having no corporation court, and of the corporation or hustings courts 
of the cities, or the judges of said courts in vacation, on or before the first 
day of January in the year nineteen hundred and five, and every fifth year 
thereafter, to appoint proper persons to assess the value of all lands and 
lots, together with the improvements thereon, within their respective juris- 
diction: provided, that there shall be but one assessor for each corpora- 
tion, except the city of Richmond, where there shall bd three; and except 
further, that all cities having a population of fifteen thousand may have 
two assessors, and for each county there shall be as many assessors as there 
are commissioners of the revenue. Every person appointed an assessor shall 
be a resident of the county or corporation and district for which he is ap- 
pointed. In those counties in which two or more assessors are to be ap- 
pointed, the court, or the judge thereof in vacation, shall appoint one for 
each district in which there is a commissioner of the revenue, and if at 
any time the court, or the judge in vacation, shall be satisfied that any 
assessor appointed under this act will not, or that from any cause he can- 
not, perform the duties devolved on him within the time prescribed, the 
court, or the judge in vacation, may wholly supersede him and appoint 
another in his place, or may appoint one or more assistants to aid him in 
his duties, as shall be deemed most expedient; but before any person thus 
appointed shall enter upon the duties of his office he shall take the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution and execute the bond prescribed by section four 
hundred and thirty-eight. But this section shall not apply to the assess- 
ment of railway or canal corporations, or of coal or other mineral lands, 
the assessment of which is otherwise provided for by law. 

Any action taken under the provisions of this act by a judge in vaca- 
tion shall be certified by the judge to the clerk of the court, who shall enter 
the certificate of the judge in the book of his office in which Commonwealth's 
orders are entered. 

Bond and oath of assessor. 

Sec. 438. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1906.) Each assessor 
before entering upon the duties of his office shall, before the circuit or cor- 
poration court of his county or corporation, or judge thereof in vacation, 
execute a bond, with' surety, in the penalty of five thousand dollars, with 
condition for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office according to 
law; and if said qualification be in vacation the certificate thereof and the 
oath shall be returned to the clerk of the circuit or corporation court, who 
shall record such certificate and the fact of taking the oath in the minutes 
of the; next term. 

Register of land office to forward list of grants to clerks, to be delivei'ed 
to assessors along with the land book and list of con- 
veyances; compensation to clerks. 

Sec. 439. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1906.) The register 
of the land office shall, before the fifteenth day of January of the year in 
which an assessment is to be made, forward to the clerk of each circuit 
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and corporation court a list of all grants of lands within his county and 
corporation issued during the year next preceding such assessment; and it 
shall be the duty of the clerk, without unnecessary delay, to deliver to the 
assessor of such county or corporation the said lists of grants, with a copy 
of the land book for his county or corporation last returned, and a list of 
the conveyances recorded since the said book was made out. In any county 
or corporation in which there shall be more assessors than one, the clerk 
shall furnish to each of them a copy of the lists of grants and of the land 
book, and also a list of conveyances as aforesaid for the district for which 
he is appointed. For the services aforesaid the clerk shall receive such 
compensation as the circuit court of his county or corporation court of his 
city may think proper to allow, which shall be embraced in and paid out 
of the first county or corporation levy made after the services shall have 
been rendered. And any clerk who shall fail to perform any duty hereby 
enjoined upon him shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

Auditor to prepare forms and instructions to assessors. 

Sec. 440. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1906.) It shall be 
the duty of the Auditor of Public Accounts, before the first day of January, 
nineteen hundred and five, and every fifth year thereafter, to prepare proper 
forms of returns, so arranged as to show the lands and lots assessable by 
them in the district of each commissioner of the revenue separately, with 
blank to be filled up by the * assessors and cause the same, with the proper 
instructions, to be printed, and forward a sufficient number of copies for 
the use of the assessors to the clerks of the circuit and corporation courts. 

Duties of assessors. 

Sec. 441. (As amended by act approved March 11, 1910.) The asses- 
sors shall, immediately after their appointment, proceed to examine all 
lands and lots assessable by them, with the improvement thereon, within 
their respective counties, districts and corporations, and shall, upon exami- 
nation, ascertain and assess the fair market value thereof, and at the same 
time shall note whether the owner is white or colored. When the surface 
of the land is owned by one person and the standing timber trees thereon 
are owned by another, the assessors shall determine the relative value of 
each, and assess the several owners with the value of their respective in- 
terests. When the surface and standing timber trees are owned by the 
same person, the assessors shall ascertain! the value of the land, inclusive 
of the standing timber trees, and assess the same at such ascertained value. 

To meet for consultation. 

Sec. 442. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1906.) In any county 
or city in which there is more than one assessor, such assessors, prior to 
the completion of their labors, shall assemble at least once in each district, 
for the purpose of consultation, with a view of equalizing, as far as practi- 
cable, the assessment of lands in their respective counties, districts, and 
corporations. 

To make copies of assessment; disposition of copies. 

Sec. 443. (As amended by act approved February 17, 1916.) As soon 
as the assessors shall have completed the assessment in their respective 
counties, districts and corporations, they shall make three copies thereof, 
in the form in which the land books are now made out, and shall certify 
on oath that no lots or lands, assessable by them are omitted, and that there 
ai^ no errors on its face ; and one copy shall be preserved and' filed in the 
clerk's office of the circuit court of the county or the corporation court of 
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the city wherein the lots or land is located, another copy transmitted to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts, another copy shall be delivered to commissioner 
of the revenue of the county, district or corporation, on or before the first 
day of June of the year in which the assessment is made, but for good cause 
shown the judges of the circuit or corporation courts, respectively, may ex- 
tend the time of making the returns of such assessments to such time as 
he may deem expedient not beyond the first day of October next succeeding, 
and the judges of corporation or hustings courts of cities having a popu- 
lation of over forty-six thousand by the last United States census may, in 
their discretion, extend the time for making the returns of such assessments 
to the first day of December next succeeding; provided that the copies of 
the assessments for the year nineteen hundred and fifteen need not be filed 
as aforesaid before March fifteenth, nineteen hundred and sixteen. Any 
assessor who shall fail to comply with any requirement of this section shall 
forfeit all right to compensation for his services. 

Extract from act approved March 16, 1016, creating State Tax Board 
and Local Boards of Review. 

7. Duties of board of review of assessments. — E3ach local board of re- 
view of assessments shall have power, and it shall be its duty: 

(1) In the year of a quinquennial assessment of real estate and in 
the year immediately following such assessment, such board of review shall 
devote especial attention to grievances and complaints with regard to the 
assessment of real estate and direct such corrections on the land books witli 
reference thereto as may be determined; in all other years it shall make 
no changes in real estate assessments, save and except of lands, lots or im- 
provements not previously assessed. 

Sec. 444. (As amended by act approved March 15, 1913.) How and 
when erroneous assessment of lands corrected and how and when assess- 
ments of lands increased on application of owner thereof. Any person feel- 
ing himself aggrieved by the assessment of his lands or lots, may, upon 
giving five days' notice to the assessor and to the attorney for the Com- 
monwealth, apply to the circuit court of the county or to the corporation 
or hustings courts of the city, or to the circuit court of the city which has 
no other court of record, wherein such lands or lots may be situated, at any 
time prior to the first day of February of the second year after such assess- 
ment and not thereafter, to have the assessment of his lands and lots cor- 
rected, which said notice shall be in writing and shall have appended 
thereto an affidavit of the owner or his duly authorized agent that, in the 
opinion of the affiant, the assessment of his lands or lots is above the fair 
market value thereof. The attorney for the Commonwealth shall defend the 
application and, if the court shall be satisfied that the assessment is too 
high, it shall reduce the same to what, in its opinion, is the fair market 
value of such lands or lots; but, if it shall be of the opinion that the assess- 
ment is too low, it shall increase such assessment in like manner and such 
applicant shall have precedence over all other causes pending in the said 
court; but no costs shall be taxed against the applicant or against the Com- 
monwealth. 

Any owner of lands or lots, unless the same shall have been leased un- 
der an instrument requiring the lessee to pay the taxes thereon, may at any 
time, either in term time or in vacation, apply to the circuit court of the 
county or to the corporation or hustings courts of the city, or to the circuit 
court of the city which has no other court of record, wherein such lands or 
lots may be situated, to have the assessment thereof increased. Such appli- 
tion shall be ma4e by petition in writing, setting forth the lands or lots, 
the assessment whereof it is desired to have increased, the then existing 
assessment thereof, the proposed increased assessment and the date at 
which it is proposed that the said increased assessment shall go into effect, 
which date shall not be later than the date on which the said petition is 
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presented. And thereupon the court may order the said assessment to be 
increased in the manner and from the date set out in the said petition. 
And the commissioner of the revenue, in extending the taxes upon lands 
and lots, the assessment whereof has been increased under this section, 
shall extend the taxes upon the increased assessment only from and after 
the date set out in the order of the court 

The remedy herein granted shall be, in addition to the right of any 
taxpayer to apply to the local board of review of assessments for the cor- 
rection of any assessment of his lands or lots, as provided by law, and may 
be exercised by any taxpayer, irrespective of whether he has or has not 
theretofore made application to the local board of review of assessments for 
the correction of such assessment. 

The local board of review of assessments may, on behalf of the Com- 
monwealth, apply to the circuit court of the county or to the corporation or 
hustings court of the city or to the circuit court of the city which has no 
other court of record, for which it was appointed, for the correction of any 
erroneous assessment of lands or lots, as to either over or under valuation 
or assessments, in the same manner as is provided by this section for the 
correction of any such assessment on the application of any person who is 
aggrieved thereby. In all such cases, the attorney for the Commonwealth 
shall represent the said local board of review of assessments. 

Sec. 445. (As amended by act approved March 15, 1915.) Clerks to 
certify to Auditor and assessors or commissioners of the revenue all changes 
made by courts and local boards in assessments. It shall be the duty of 
the clerk of each circuit or corporation court to certify to the Auditor of 
Public Accounts all changes made by said circuit or corporation court or 
hy the local board of review, of his county or corporation, in order that the 
books of assessment on file in the office of the Auditor may be made to con- 
form to the changes directed by the court or by the local board of review; 
and it shall be the duty of the clerks aforesaid to certify in like manner to 
the proper assessor or to the proper commissioner of the revenue the 
changes made by the court or by said local board of review, that he may 
correct the books ^on file with the clerk so as to conform to the said orders. 
Sec. 446. (As amended by act approved March 15, 1915.) Compensa- 
tion of assessors. — Each assessor shall receive not less than the sum of four 
dollars for each day he shall be necessarily employed in the execution of 
the duties of his office. The accounts shall be made out and verified by 
affidavit before the clerk of the circuit or corporation court in which it 
shall be stated that the time for which such per diem is claimed was neces- 
sarily employed, and the same shall be approved by the board of supervisors 
of the counties or the councils or other governing bodies of the city and 
said court or the judge thereof in vacation shall inspect such affidavit and 
hear any other evidence and certify the correctness of such affidavit. When 
said accounts shall be made out, verified and approved two dollars per day 
of the same shall be paid out of any money in the treasury of Virginia 
not otherwise appropriated; and the other half of the same shall be paid 
out of the treasuries of the cities and counties for which the said assessors 
and assistant assessors were appointed, provided, however, that the councils 
of the several cities shall have the right to further increase the per diem 
salary to the assessors and assistant assessors of the said several cities 
to be paid out of the funds of said city. 

Sec. 447. (As amended by act approved March 17, 1906.) Taxes to be 
extended on basis of assessment. — Taxes on lands for each year shall be 
extended on the basis of the last assessment made prior to such year under 
the provision of section four hundred and thirty-seven of this chapter: pro- 
vided, however, that until the year nineteen hundred and six, taxes on lands 
other than mineral lands, and lands of railway or canal corporations, shall 
be extended on the basis of assessments made in the year nineteen hundred ; 
and provided, further, that taxes on mineral lands and mineral interests 
shall be extended on the basis of assessment provided for in section four 
hundred and thirty-seven of this chapter. 
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Taxation of gromid r^its. Chap. 668, p. 827, Acts 1901-2. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 'Virginia, That all 
ground rents and rent charges shall be listed and assessed for the pur- 
pose of taxation in like manner as lands and lots according to the enact- 
ments and provisions of chapter twenty-third of the Code and the amend- 
ments thereto, providing for the assessment of lands and lots and their 
reassessment, and other provisions and enactments relating thereto. 

The value of such ground rent or other like charge shall be esti- 
mated and charged at a sum equal to a principal sum, the interest of 
which, at the legal rate of interest (six per centum) will produce a sum 
equal to such annual rent or charge, and if payable in any other thing 
except money, the value of the rent or charge to be ascertained by the 
assessor; and if the name of the person entitled to receive such rent or 
charge cannot be ascertained by the assessor, it shall ibe assessed against 
the tenant in possession of the real estate upon which it is charged. 

Owner of real estate to canse it to be assessed; when forfeited 
if he does not. 

Sec. 634. Owner of real estate to cause it to be entered on land 
books. — Any person owning or claiming real estate in this State, shall, 
if the same be not already there, cause it to be entered on the land 
books of the county or city in which such real estate is situated. Where 
the land lies partly in one county and partly in another, or in more 
counties than one, the owner or claimant in making such entry in the 
land book shall be governed by the provisions of. sections four hundred 
and seventy-six and four hundred and seventy-seven. 

Sec. 635. If not entered after notice, to be forfeited to State. — If 
such owner or claimant shall neglect to enter his real estate, as provided 
in the preceding section, for a period of five years after notice in writing 
by a commissioner authorized to assess the same, such real estate shall 
be absolutely forfeited to the Commonwealth and be liable to entry and 
survey as waste and unappropriated lands under chapter one hundred 
and four. 

Real estate not to be assessed by assessors. 

Sec. 19. The tracts, pieces or parcels of land acquired by the United 
States under the provisions of this chapter, or otherwise acquired for the 
purposes of the United States government, shall be exempt from all State, 
county and municipal taxation, so long as the United 'States shall be and 
remain the owners thereof, and the United States shall be exempt from 
any and all tax on deeds by which they acquire lands for public purposes. 

Sec. 457. What real estate exempt from taxation. — The following 
real estate, and no other, shall be exempt from taxation. State and local: 

(a) Real estate directly or indirectly owned 'by the State, how- 
ever held, and real estate lawfully owned and held by counties, cities, 
towns or school districts used wholly and exclusively for county, city, 
town or public school purposes. 

(b) Buildings with land they actually occupy, lawfully owned and 
held by churches or religious bodies and wholly and exclusively used for 
religious worship, or for the residence of the minister of any such church 
or religious body, together with the additional adjacent land reasonably 
necessary for the convenient use of any such building. 

(c) Private family bury-grounds not exceeding one acre in area, 
reserved as such by will or deed, or shown by other sufficient evidence to 
be reserved as such and so exclusively used, and public burying-grounds 
and lots therein exclusively used for burial purpose and not conducted for 
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proJBt, whether owned or managed by local authorities or by private cor- 
porations. 

(d) Buildings with the land they actually occupy, wholly devoted 
to educational purposes, belonging to and actually and exclusively occu- 
pied and used by churches, public libraries, incorporated colleges, acad- 
emies, industrial schools, seminaries, or other incorporated institutions 
of learning, including the Virginia Historical Society, which are not cor- 
porations having shares of stock or otherwise owned by individuals or 
other corporations, together with such additional adjacent land owned by 
sa,id churches, libraries, and educational institutions as may be reasonably 
necessary for the convenient use of such buildings, respectively; and also 
tlie buildings thereon used as residences by the officers or instructors of 
sixch educational institutions; provided, that such libraries and educa- 
tional institutions are not conducted lot profit of any person or persons, 
natural or corporate, directly or under any guise or pretense whatsoever. 
But the exemption mentioned in this subsection shall not apply to any 
industrial school, individual or corporate, not the property of the State, 
-^liich does work for compensation or manufactures and sells articles in 
tbe community in which such school is located; provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall restrict any such school from doing work for or 
selling its own products or any other articles to any of its students or 
employees. 

(e) Real estate belonging to, actually and exclusively occupied 
and used by Young Men's Christian Associations and other similar relig- 
ious associations, orphan or other asylums, reformatories, hospitals, and 
nunneries, which are not conducted for profit, but purely and completely 
as charities. 

(f) Buildings, with the land they actually occupy, belonging to any 
benevolent or charitable association and used exclusively for lodge pur- 
poses or meeting-rooms by such association, together with such additional 
adjacent land as may be necessary for the convenient use of the buildings 
for such purposes; and 

(g) Real estate belonging to the Association for the Preservation 
of Virginia Antiquities, the Confederate Memorial Literary Society, and 
the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association of the Union. 

No inheritance tax shall be charged, directly or indirectly, against 
any legacy or devise made according to law for the benefit of any insti- 
tution or other body or any natural or corporate person whose property 
is exempt from taxation as mentioned in this chapter. * ♦ ♦ 

Whenever any building or land, or part thereof, mentioned in this 
section and not belonging to the State, shall be leased or shall be a source 
of revenue or profit, all of such buildings and lands shall be liable to 
taxation as other land and buildings in the same county, city or town; 
and nothing herein contained shall be construed as authorizing or re- 
quiring any county, city or town to tax for county, city or town pur- 
poses, in violation of the rights of the lessees, thereof existing under any 
lawful contract heretofore made, any real estate owned by such county, 
city or town, and heretofore leased by it. 

Mineral and mineral lands to be assessed annually by the commis- 
sioner of the revenue (see sec. 437-a of the Code of Virginia), therefore 
not assessable by the assessor of lands. 



Prescribing general provisions In relation to commissioners of the reve- 
nue, and the assessment of taxes on persons, property, income; 
the procurement of licenses, etc. 

Sec. 448. Number of the commissioners of revenue; when and how 
districts changed; voters in a city not to vote for commissioners of a 
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county. (As amended by act approved February 9, 1910.) — There shall 
be four commissioners of the revenue for each of the counties of Bed- 
ford, Franklin and Pittsylvania; three for each of the counties of Car- 
roll, Grayson, Halifax, Hanover, Louisa, Patrick, Tazewell, Campbell 
and Smyth; two for each of the counties of Accomac, Albemarle, Am- 
herst, Bath, Botetourt, Brunswick, Buchanan, Buckingham, Charlotte, 
Chesterfield, Culpeper, Cumberland, Dickenson, Dinwiddle, Floyd, Fred- 
erick, Fluvanna, Henry, Henrico, Lunenburg, Madison, iMecklenburg, 
Montgomery, Nansemond, Nelson, Norfolk, Nottoway, Orange, Prince 
William, Russell, Roanoke, Scott, Southampton, Sussex, Stafford, Wash- 
ington, Wise and Wythe; one for each magisterial district in the counties 
of Augusta, Fauquier, Lee, Loudoun, Rockbridge, Rockingham, Shenan- 
doah, Alleghany, Spotsylvania and Caroline; one for each magisterial 
district in the county of Fairfax, except the magisterial districts of Lee 
and Centreville, which together shall have one commissioner; and one 
for every other county now existing, or which may hereafter bB created; 
and one for each city, but the voters residing within any city shall not 
vote for the commissioner of the revenue for the county within the limits 
of which such city lies. 

In those counties in which there may be more than one commissioner 
each shall be for a certain district or districts, the bounds of which shall 
be as now laid off and established; but the circuit court of any of said 
counties may, prior to May first in any year, make any change in said 
districts which to it shall seem proper. 

Sec. 449. Jurisdiction of commissioners. — The jurisdiction, powers 
and duties of commissioners shall not extend beyond the bounds of their 
respective counties, districts or cities, except to grant a license to exer- 
cise a privilege which is not local, and which may be exercised in or out 
of such districts or cities, according to existing laws. 

Sec. 450. (As amended by act approved 'March 16, 1916.) It shall 
be the duty of the auditor of public accounts to prepare and forward to 
the commissioners of the revenue the requisite number of printed forms 
of land and personal property books or other tax ibooks required by law; 
also, to forward to the local boards of review the blank forms of interrog- 
atories upon which the taxpayers are required to make returns for the 
assessment of capitations, tangible personal property, intangible personal 
property, money and incomes, et cetera. Upon the blank forms of inter- 
rogatories there shall be the oath prescribed by law or by the auditor of 
public accounts and every taxpayer must sign and make oath or affirma- 
tion to the interrogatories, the oath or aflirmation to ibe administered by 
the commissioner of the revenue or his duly qualified deputy. It shall 
be the duty of the commissioner and deputy to carry a copy of the Holy 
Bible or New Testament upon which the taxpayer shall be sworn and 
any taxpayer who objects to making oath shall be allowed to make affir- 
mation and the commissioner of the revenue or his deputy shall sign a 
certificate upon the interrogatories stating the oath or affirmation re- 
quired by this section was made by the taxpayer. 

The interrogatories shall be delivered to the commissioner or com- 
missioners of the revenue by the local board of review with directions 
to call in person upon each taxpayer in his district, to view and list at 
its fair market value the property to be assessed, and to procure full 
and complete answers to the interrogatories sworn to as required iby this 
section. In making the return required by the interrogatories the tax- 
payer shall list, at fair market value, all property, money and income, 
opposite appropriate items, writing the word "none" opposite those items 
of property, money or income which he does not own. 

It shall be the duty of each commissioner of the revenue on or he- 
fore the first day of June of each year to return to the local board of re- 
view the interrogatories. 

All interrogatories found by the local board of review to be defective. 
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incomplete and not to contain what they have reason to believe to be 
the true returns of the taxpayer or the true value of the property, and 
all interrogatories not signed and sworn or affirmed to, shall be returned 
with its instructions. The commissioner of the revenue shall call upon 
the taxpayers to supply the defective omissions in accordance with the 
instructions of the said local board of review and also to sign and swear 
or affirm said returns; and if it appear to the local board of review that 
a commissioner of the revenue has been guilty of serious misconduct, 
neglect or dereliction of duty or there is evidence of his incapacity it 
shall be the duty of the local board of review to immediately report such 
commissioner of the revenue to the court and it shall thereupon be the 
duty of the court to summon such officer to show cause why he should 
not be removed in accordance with section eight hundred and twenty- 
one of the Code of Virginia. The local board of review shall at once 
notify the State tax board of this action. 

It shall be the duty of the local board of review, having present the 
commissioner or commissioners of the revenue and the examiner of rec- 
ords for the county or city for which the board is appointed, during the 
month of June to review the interrogatories and to ascertain and report 
to the commissioner or commissioners of the revenue for assessment and 
taxation the capitations and the values of tangible and intangible per- 
sonal property, money and incomes liable to taxation under the laws of 
this State of those taxpayers whose interrogatories neither the board nor 
the examiner deems necessary to further specifically examine and investi- 
gate and at the same time to deliver to the commissioner or commis- 
sioners of the revenue the interrogatories of such taxpayers; and the com- 
missioner or commissioners of the revenue shall enter and extend upon 
the tax books provided by the auditor of public accounts the names of the 
persons, firms, companies, and corporations chargeable with capitations 
and with taxes and levies on tangible and intangible personal property, 
money and incomes on the valuations as ascertained and shall assess the 
taxes and levies thereon prescribed by law as if such capitations and 
such tangible and intangible personal property, money and incomes had 
been listed by the taxpayers. 

The local board of review shall make such investigation and exam- 
ination of the interrogatories of taxpayers retained by it respecting tan- 
gible personal property as it deems necessary to ascertain the full, com- 
plete and uniform fair market valuation of such property. 

The local board of review and the examiner of records at its direc- 
tion or at the direction of the State tax board, or upon his own account 
shall make such investigation and examination of the interrogatories of 
taxpayers retained by the board respecting intangible personal property, 
money and incomes as is deemed necessary to ascertain the f^ll, com- 
plete and uniform fair market valuation of such property, money and 
incomes. 

The examiner of records shall promptly report to the local board of 
review and that board shall review his report and shall, not later than 
the first day of August of each year, report to the commissioner or 
commissioners of the revenue for assessment and taxation the values of 
intangible personal property, money and incomes liable to taxation under 
the laws of this State of those taxpayers whose interrogatories were re- 
tained for specific investigation and examination and at the same time 
deliver to the commissioner or commissioners of the revenue the inter- 
rogatories of such taxpayers. The report of the local board of review 
shall show separately the increases in values ascertained by the examiner 
of records and approved by the board, also the increases made by the 
board on its own instance, and the commissioner or commissioners of the 
revenue shall enter and extend upon the tax books provided by the audi- 
tor of public accounts the names of the persons, firms, companies and 
corporations chargeable with taxes and levies on intangible personal 
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property, money and incomes on the values as ascertained and sliall assess 
the taxes and levies thereon prescribed by law as if such intangible per- 
sonal property, money and incomes had been listed by the taxpayers. 
Copy of the report of the focal board of review shall be forwarded to 
the auditor of public accounts. 

After receiving the interrogatories and the report of the local board 
of review it shall then be the duty of the commissioner or commissioners 
of the revenue to immediately make out the personal property books and 
other tax books required by law which books shall be submitted to the 
local board of review for the review and certification required (by law, the 
review being confined to such examination as will determine if the com- 
missioner has carried out the instructions of the local board of review, 
and the local board of review shall act without delay upon this review 
and certification, and return the books to the commissioner or commis- 
sioners of the revenue whose duty it shall be on or before the fifteenth 
of September of each year to retain one of the copies of the books and 
dispose of the three other copies as required by law. 

The commissioner or commissioners of the revenue in a county shall 
file the interrogatories with the clerk of the circuit court of the county; 
in a city with the clerk of the corporation or hustings court of the city, 
but if the city have no such court then the interrogatories shall be filed 
with the clerk of the circuit court, which interrogatories shall be care- 
fully preserved on a permanent file by the clerk, and it shall be a mis- 
demeanor to abstract, mutilate or destroy such interrogatories. 

It shall be the duty of the examiner of records to attend any and 
all meetings of the local board of review upon notice of the chairman 
of the board and to aid the board in every way possible by making the 
examinations and investigations either upon his own instance or upon 
the request of the local iboard of review to bring about full, complete 
and uniform assessments at fair market value. 

After the tax books have been completed and delivered as required 
by law any taxpayer may apply to the local board of review for the cor- 
rection of his, her or its assessment and the State tax board or the auditor 
of public accounts represented by the attorney for the Commonwealth 
or other attorney selected for the purpose may apply on behalf of the 
Commonwealth to the local board of review to increase the assessment 
of any taxpayer, and any county, town or city through its appointed 
attorney may apply to the local board of review to increase the assess- 
ment of any taxpayer. The local board of review shall hear and deter- 
mine any and all such petitions and may increase or decrease or aflarm 
the assessment of which complaint is made and copies of such orders 
shall be furnished the taxpayer, the county or city treasurer, the auditor 
of public accounts, and the attorney for the county, city or town. The 
State tax board or the auditor of public accounts may, on behalf of the 
Commonwealth; or the taxpayer, or the attorney for the county, city or 
town may appeal from the decision of the local board of review to the 
circuit court of the county, or the corporation or hustings court of the 
city, or to the circuit court of a city having no corporation or hustings 
court, and may from the decision of the court, appeal to the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of Virginia, if under the laws of this 'State, an appeal 
lies to that court. 

The auditor of public accounts shall, by letter, or printed circular or 
otherwise, give such instructions to the condmissi oners of the revenue in 
respect to their duties as to him shall seem judicious. If any commis- 
sioner refuse to obey the auditor's instructions he shall forfeit not less 
than thirty nor more than fifty dollars. The expense of such books and 
circulars shall be paid out of the treasury. 

Sec. 451. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Auditor 
to report misconduct or incapacity of commissioner. — The auditor and 
the local boards of review shall communicate any instances of the mis- 
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conduct or neglect of any commissioner or examiner of records, or any 
evidence of his incapacity, furnished iby anything in his office or other- 
wise, in a letter to the clerk of the court of the county or corpora- 
tion wherein such inommlssioner was elected, which letter the clerk shall 
lay before the court at the first term after it is received. 

Sec. 452. Commissioner entitled to books and papers of predeces- 
sor. — The commissioner shall apply for the official books and papers 
which his predecessor had to the person in possession thereof, .who shall 
deliver the game on such application and take the proper receipt. Such 
person failing or refusing to deliver such books and papers, when appli- 
cation shall be made for them as aforesaid, shall forfeit one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 453. When they cannot be obtained, auditor may authorize 
substitutes to be procured. — The auditor, upon being informed that any 
such official books or papers cannot be obtained, may authorize the com- 
missioner to procure substitutes therefor. Any clerk furnishing the 
same shall be paid therefor such fees out of the treasury as he might by 
law charge an individual for similar services. 

Sec. 454. Ehities, compensation and liabilities of commissioners for 
cities. — The duties, compensation and liabilities of commissioners of the 
revenue for cities shall be the same as are defined and prescribed by 
this chapter for commissioners of the revenue for counties, so far as the 
same may be applicable to said cities and not inconsistent with the Con- 
stitution of this State and the laws thereof. 

Sec. 455. When commissioners to commence assessments. — The 
commissioner for each district in the several counties, and the commis- 
sioner for each city, shall commence annually, on the first day of Feb- 
ruary, or at such time as the auditor shall designate, and proceed with- 
out delay to ascertain all the real estate in his county, district, or city, 
as the case may be, and the person to whom the same is chargeable with 
taxes on that day. 

Sec. 456. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) What 
real estate to be taxed; lien for taxes and levies enforceable in equity; 
value of lands fixed by assessors not to be changed, except, etc. — All real 
estate, except such as is exempted by the following section, shall be 
subject to such annual taxation as may ibe prescribed by law, and there 
shall be a lien on such real estate for the payment of the taxes and 
levies imposed thereon, hereafter assessed, prior to any other lien or 
encumbrance thereon; which lien, in addition to existing remedies for 
the collection of taxes and levies, shall be enforceable by suit in equity; 
and there shall be a further lien upon the rent of said real estate, whether 
the same be in money or in kind, for taxes of the current year. The 
value of lands and lots, as ascertained in pursuance of the provisions of 
chapter twenty-three, and the ascertained value of the new grants which 
may hereafter be entered and assessed, shall not be changed, except to 
allow the addition of the value of improvements, or a total or partial de- 
duction of the value of such improvements, except so far as the same are 
directed to be corrected by the local board of review during the year of a 
quinquennial assessment of real estate and in the year immediately fol- 
lowing such assessment. 

Sec. 457. What real estate exempt from taxation. — The following 
real estate, and no other, shall be exempt from taxation. State and local: 

(a) Real estate directly or indirectly owned by the State, how- 
ever held, and real estate lawfully owned and held by counties, cities, 
towns or school districts used wholly and exclusively for county, city, 
town, or public school purposes. 

(b) Buildings with land they actually occupy, lawfully owned and 
held by churches or religious bodies and wholly and exclusively used for 
religious worship, or for the residence of the minister of any such church 
or religious body, together with the additional adjacent land reasonably 
necessary for the convenient use of any such building. 
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(c) Private family /burying-grounds not exceeding one acre in area, 
reserved as such by will or deed, or shown by other sufficient evidence 
to be reserved as such and so exclusively used, and public burying- 
grounds and lots therein exclusively used for burial purposes and not 
conducted for profit, whether owned or managed by local authorities or 
by private corporations. 

(d) Buildings with the land they actually occupy, wholly devoted 
to educational purposes, belonging to and actually and exclusively occu- 
pied and used by churches, public libraries, incorporated colleges, acad- 
emies, industrial schools, seminaries, or other incorporated institutions 
of learning, including the Virginia Historical Society, which are not cor- 
porations having shares of stock or otherwise owned by individuals or 
other corporations, together with such additional adjacent land owned 
by said churches, libraries and educational institutions as may be rea- 
sonably necessary for the convenient use of such buildings, respectively; 
and also the buildings thereon used as residences by the officers or in- 
structors of such educational institutions; provided, that such libraries 
and educational institutions are not conducted for profit of any person 
or persons, natural or corporate, directly or under any guise or pretense 
whatsoever. But, the exemption mentioned in this suibsection shall not 
apply to any industrial school, individual or corporate, not the property 
of the State, which does work for compensation or manufactures and 
sells articles in the community in which such school is located; provided, 
that nothing herein contained shall restrict any such school from doing 
work for or selling its own products or any other articles to any of its 
students or employees. 

(e) Real estate belonging to, actually and exclusively occupied and 
used by Young Men's Christian Associations and other similar religious 
associations, orphan or other asylums, reformatories, hospitals and nun- 
neries, which are not conducted for profit, but purely and completely as 
charities. 

(f) Buildings, with the land they actually occupy, belonging to any 
benevolent or charitable association and used exclusively for lodge pur- 
poses or meeting-rooms by such association, together with such additional 
adjacent land as may be necessary for the convenient use of the build- 
ings for such purposes; and 

(g) Real estate belonging to the Association for the Preservation 
of Virginia Antiquities, the Confederate Memorial Literary Society, and 
the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association of the Union. 

No inheritance tax shall be charged, directly or indirectly, against 
any legacy or devise made according to law for the benefit of any insti- 
tution or other body or any natural or corporate person whose property 
is exempt from taxation as mentioned in this chapter. 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to exempt from 
taxation the property of any person, firm, association, or corporation who 
shall, expressly or impliedly, directly or indirectly, contract or promise 
to pay any sum of money or other benefit on account of death, sickness, 
or accident to any of its members or any other persons ; and whenever any 
building or land, or part thereof, mentioned in this section and not be- 
longing to the State, shall be leased or shall be a source of revenue or 
profit, all of such buildings and lands shall be liable to taxation as other 
land and buildings in the same county, city or town; and nothing herein 
contained shall be construed as authorizing or requiring any county, city, 
or town to tax for county, city, or town purposes, in violation of the 
rights of the lessees thereof existing under any lawful contract heretofore 
made, any real estate owned by such county, city, or town, and heretofore 
leased by it. 
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Real estate owned by United States not taxable. 

Chap. 12. — ^AN ACT to amend and re-enact section 19 of the Code of 
Virginia, 1887, in regard to exempting land of the United States 
from taxation, and to exempt the United States from tax deeds. 
Approved Febriiary 9, 1910. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That section 
nineteen of the Code of Virginia be amended and re-enacted so as to 
read as follows: 

Sec. 19. The tracts, pieces or parcels of land acquired by tte 
United States under the provisions of this chapter, or otherwise acquired 
for the purposes of the United States government, shall be exempt from 
all State, county and municipal taxation, so long as the United States 
shall be and remain the owners thereof, and the United States shall be 
exempt from any and all tax on deeds by which they acquire lands for 
public purposes. 

2. In view of. the fact that there is a conflict existing between the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and the United States government as to the 
right of the State to collect a tax on deeds, and the United States is con- 
stantly acquiring lands for public purposes, and an emergency is thereby 
created, it is further enacted that this act shall take effect from its 
passage. 

Public wharves, docks and terminals of a city — ^when exempt from 

taxation. 

AN ACT to exempt from taxation. State and local, public wharves, docks 
and terminals of any city, where such public wharves, docks and 
terminals are located in any county, city or town. Approved March 
21, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
public wharves, docks and terminals of any city, located in any county, 
city or town shall be held by said city exempt from State and local 
taxation. 

This act shall apply to the taxes for the year nineteen hundred and 
sixteen and subsequent years. 

2. As this act affects the public revenues, an emergency is declared 
to exist and this act shall go into effect from its passage. 

Sec. 458, (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Commis- 
sioner to show land books to owner or agent, and swear him as to correct- 
ness of entry of his land; to verify entries and make proper corrections. — 
Each commissioner before making out his land book shall carry with him 
the last land book that may be had, and the entry of lands charged to any 
person resident, or having an agent, within his county, district, or city, shall 
be shown to such person, or his agent, who shall be required to state, on 
oath, whether the same be correctly entered: whether any part thereof 
ought to be transferred to any other person, and if so, to whom, and the 
nature of the evidence to authorize such transfer; also to state whether any 
other land within the county, district, or city ought to be^charged to such 
resident or non-resident, describe the same, as well as any of the lands 
charged to such resident or non-resident, which may not be correctly entered. 
And the commissioner, upon obtaining such information, shall verify the 
same by the records of his county or corporation, and if it be found correct, 
he shall change the entries in his land book accordingly. Any such resident, 
or agent, failing to comply with such requirement shall forfeit fifty dollars. 

Sec. 634. Owner of real estate to cause it to be entered on land books. — 
Any person owning or claiming real estate in this State, shall, if the same 
be not already there, cause it to be entered on the land books of the county 
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or city in which such real estate is situated. Where the land lies partly 
in one county and partly in another, or in more counties than one, the 
owner or claimant in making such entry in the land book shall be governed 
by the provisions of sections four hundred and seventy-six and four hundred 
and seventy-seven. 

Sec 635. If riot entered after notice, to be forfeited to State. — If such 
owner or claimant shall neglect to enter his real estate, as provided in the 
preceding section, for a period of five years after notice in writing by a 
commissioner authorized to assess the same, such real estate shall be abso- 
lutely forfeited to the Commonwealth and be liable to entry and survey as 
waste and unappropriated lands under chapter one hundred and four. 

Note. — ^You should enter and assess the value of the land mentioned 
in section 634 if you know of the actual existence of such land, or can, by 
due diligence, ascertain that such land exists and can be located, otherwise 
you should not enter it on the land book. 

Sec. 459. (As amended by act approved February 18, 1915.) The clerk 
of every circuit or corporation court shall annually, before the fifteenth of 
January, make out a list of all deeds for the partition and conveyance of 
land, other than deeds of trust and mortgages, made lo secure the payment 
of debts, which have been admitted to record in the clerk's office of such 
court within the year ending on the thirty-first day of December next pre- 
ceding, which list shall state the date of the deed, when admitted to record, 
the name of grantor and grantee, whether the grantee is white or colored, 
if known, the quantity of land conveyed, the specified value thereof, and a 
description of the same. The list shall, on or before the fifteenth day of 
January, be delivered by the clerk to the commissioner for his county or 
corporation; or, if there be more commissioners than one, the clerk shall 
deliver to each a copy, or at least so much thereof as relates to lands within 
his district, and the clerk shall also forward a copy of said list to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts; and the said clerk shall also make out, on a 
separate sheet, a list of all deeds of trust and mortgages' on land, as well 
as deeds of trust on personal property made to secure the payment of debts, 
which have been admitted to record in the clerk's office of such court within 
the year ending on the thirty-first day of January next preceding, and such 
list shall state the date of the deed of trust or mortgage, when admitted to 
record, the name of the grantor, the name of the creditors, where the names 
of such creditors are disclosed, and set forth in the deed of trust or mort- 
gage, and the amount of the debt to each creditor secured by the deed of 
trust or to the mortgagee in the mortgage, and the amount of debt secured 
thereby and the property conveyed in such deed of trust or mortgage. 
Copies of this last-mentioned list shall be furnished by said clerk on or 
before the fifteenth day of February to commissioners of the revenue for 
his county or corporation, and not to the Auditor of Public, Accounts, the 
object of said last-mentioned list being simply to give to the commissioners 
of th-e revenue the amount of debts secured, so that the same may be listed 
for taxation in the manner provided by law. 

Sec. 460. (As amended by act approved March 18. 1916.) The clerk of 
every court of record shall make out a list of all judgments and decrees for 
the partition or recovery of lands which have been rendered, and of all 
lands devised by will, which have been recorded in such court within the 
year ending on the thirty-first of January next preceding, which list shall 
state the date of the decree, the land which is the subject of the partition, 
and between whom and in what proportion it is divided, and the date of 
the will containing the devise, when admitted to record, the names of the 
devisor and devisee, and the description of the land devised, and such clerk 
shall deliver said list to the commissioner for his county or corporation on 
or before the fifteenth day of February in each year. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Sec. 461. (As amended by act approved February 18, 1915.) If any 
clerk fail to perform the duties required of him in either of the two pre- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia: Tax Laws, 139 



ceding sections he shall forfeit to the Commonwealth the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars, and it shall be the duty of the judge of each circuit and cor- 
poration court wherein or before whose clerk deeds are admitted to record 
or wills are probated, to ascertain at the term of his ^Jourt next succeeding 
the fifteenth of February of each year whether the cl^rk of such court has 
performed the said duties, and if it shall appear that the said clerk has 
failed to perform the said duties, in the manner and within the time pre- 
scribed, the judge shall issue a rule against said clerk, returnable within 
five days, to show cause, if any, why judgment shall not be entered against 
him for the penalty herein imposed. 

Sec. 462. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Register of 
land office to furnish the Auditor of Public Accounts, State advisory board 
on taxation, the local board of review for county and city, and commis- 
sioners of the revenue abstracts of grants. — An abstract shall be made out 
by the register of the. land office on or before the fifteenth day of January 
of each year or as soon thereafter as practicable for the Auditor of Public 
Accounts the State advisory board on taxation, the local board of review 
for each county and city, and commissioners of the revenue of each county 
or corporation, of all grants issued for lands therein from his office within 
the year ending the thirty-first day of December next preceding. The reg- 
ister shall transmit every such abstract, other than that for the Auditor, the 
State advisory board on taxation and the local board of review for each 
county and city, to the commissioner of the revenue for the proper county 
or corporation; and where, in any county, there are more commissioners 
than one, the register shall transmit a copy of the abstract for such county 
to the clerk of the circuit court for each commissioner therein. The same 
shall be directed to the proper courthouse and mailed within one month 
after the expiration of the said year; and the register shall pay the postage 
and receive credit therefor in his settlement with the Auditor. 

Sec. 463. Persons interested may procure and deliver abstracts of 
grants, etc. — Any person interested may also procure, at his cost, a state- 
ment of any ^uch grant, judgment, decree, or devise, and deliver the same 
to the proper commissioner. 

Sec. 464. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Form of 
land book,. — The Auditor of Public Accounts shall prescribe the form of the 
land book to be used by the commissioner of the revenue, and the Auditor 
Off Public Accounts shall furnish each commissioner of the revenue with 
four copies of blank land books prepared in the form prescribed by him. 
The Auditor of Public Accounts shall so arrange the land books that 
real estate owned by white persons shall be assessed with taxes and levies 
in one part of the book, and the real estate owned by colored persons shall 
be assessed with taxes and levies in another part of the book. 

Tracts of land in counties shall be entered by magisterial or school 
districts and town lots shall be entered upon sheets provided in the land 
book for that purpose. 

The land book on which taxes and levies are to be assessed on city 
lots shall be prepared so that lots owned by white persons and lots owned 
by colored persons will be assessed separately. 

The commissioner of the revenue shall in making out the original land 
book and the three copies thereof, follow strictly the form prescribed by 
the Auditor of Public Accounts unless authorized by that officer to make 
changes therein. 

Sec. 465. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Assessment of minerals, mineral lands, etc. 

Sec. 437a (As amended by act approved March 7, 1912.) The several 
commissioners of the revenue of this State shall, on or before the fifteenth 
day of May of each year, specially and separately assess at the fair market 
vaule of all mineral lands, and thei improvements, fixtures and machinery 
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thereon, and shall enter the same on the land books of their respective 
districts separately from other lands charged thereon, and shall extend ttie 
taxes upon said lands, improvements, fixtures and machinery, at the rate 
fixed by law upon tangible property. 

The commissioner, in assessing mineral lands, shall set forth upon tbe 
land book the area and the fair market value thereof, first, of such portion 
of each tract as is improved and under development; second, the *fair 
market value of the improvements, fixtures and machinery upon each tract; 
and, third, the area and fair market value of such portion of each tract as 
shall not be under development. 

If the surface of the land is held by one person, and the coal, iron and 
other minerals, mineral waters, gas or oil* under the surface be held by 
another person, the estate therein of each, and the relative fair market 
value of their respective interest, shall be ascertained by the commissioner 
or assessor. If the surface of the land and the coal, iron and other minerals, 
mineral water, gas or oil under the surface be owned by the same person, 
the commissioner shall ascertain the fair market value of the land, exclusive 
of said coal, iron, other minerals, mineral waters, gas or oils; and also 
ascertain in addition the fair market value of the said coal, iron, other 
minerals, mineral waters, gas and oils, and shall assess each at such ascer- 
tained values, stating separately, however, in every case the value of the 
surface of the land and the value of the sa'id coal, iron, other minerals, 
mineral waters, gas and oils under the surface. 

The several commissioners shall, on or before the fifteenth day of May 
in every year, certify a copy of such assessments made in their respective 
districts of mineral lands and minerals rights as aforesaid to the State 
Corporation Commission with the name and postoffice address of each person, 
firm or corporation, in whose name any such lands or interest therein shall 
have been assessed upon the land book of his district with the amount of 
tax extended thereon. Upon receiving the copy aforesaid, the Corporation 
Commission shall examine into the justice of any such assessments, and if 
it shall appear to the Commission that any tract of land, or any 'part thereof, 
or the improvements, fixtures or machinery thereon, or any right or interest 
in the same, or any part thereof, has not been assessed at its fair market 
value, the said Commission shall direct the attorney for the Commonwealth 
for the county or corporation wherein such land or interest therein so 
assessed is situated or any other special attorney it may designate, to apply 
in the name of the Commonwealth to the circuit court of the county or cor- 
poration court of a city to have said assessment corrected, which court shall 
have jurisdiction for the purpose. 

Any person feeling himself aggrieved by the assessment of his lands 
or interest therein hereunder may, at any time prior to the first day of 
February next succeeding, apply to the circuit court of the county or cor- 
poration court of the city in^ which the land lies to have said assessment 
corrected. Said application may be made, by filing a petition in the clerk's 
office of said court, setting forth the lands or mineral rights on which the 
assessment complained of is made, praying that said assessment may be 
corrected; and the said court, at its next term after filing of said petition 
shall hear the said cause and enter such judgment as to it shall seem proper, 
according to the provisions of sections 568 and 571 of the Code of Virginia, 
as amended and re-enacted by an act approved December 12, 1903. At the 
hearing of any such motion the Commonwealth may move the-€issessment 
be raised, either on the items embraced in the motion or on any other item 
not embraced in the motion, either on the land embraced in the motion or 
on other mineral lands in the name of the complainant in the county or 
city in which the motion is made. The Commonwealth attorney and the 
commissioner of the revenue who made the assessment, shall be made 
defendants to such petition or motion, and written notice shall be served 
upon them at least ten days prior to the day fixed for the hearing of such 
motion or petition. Continuances of the hearing of said motions or petitions 
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may be granted for good cause. The proceedings upon any such application 
shall conform to section four hundred and forty-four of the Code of Virginia, 
and all amendments thereof, except so far as in conflict herewith: provided, 
that the Ck)mmonwealth and the person whose property is assessed shall 
have ttie right to appeal from the decision of said circuit or corporation court 
to the Supreme Court of Appeals. The State Corporation Commission is 
authorized to employ for the purpose of this act, at the time in each year 
when assessments of lands are being made, such person, or persons, as may 
be necessary to make, with the commissioner of the revenue, such inquiry 
into the value, and such examination of the property and interests required 
by this act to be separately assessed, and of the improvements, fixtures and 
machinery thereon, as it may deem necessary. Such person, or persons, who 
shall be duly sworn to faithfully and honestly perform their duties, and the 
respective commissioners of the revenue shall confer together about such 
assessments and co-operate in procuring all information necessary or proper 
to a just assessment of such property, improvements, fixtures and machinery, 
and shall carefully examine all sales of mineral lands and mining rights 
recorded in the clerk's office of the several counties and municipalities in 
their respective assessment districts, and shall report the information ob- 
tained to the State Corporation Commission. The assessment shall be made 
jointly by the commissioner and the special assessor employed by the Cor- 
poration Commission; and in case of disagreement between the two, the 
question at issue shall be referred to the circuit or corporation court wherein 
the land is situated either in term time or vacation, after not less than ten 
days' notice from the mineral assessor to the commissioner of the revenue 
or from the commissioner of the revenuel to the mineral assessor, and the 
clerk of the court shall summon such witnesses as required by the commis- 
sioner of the revenue, the mineral land assessor, attorney for the Common- 
wealth or the owner of the property in question, and the State Corporation 
Commission shall direct the Commonwealth's attorney, or any special at- 
torney they may employ, to represent the interests of the Commonwealth 
at any such hearing. After hearing the evidence, the court will enter such 
order as it deems proper, but nothing contained herein shall prevent the 
State Corporation Commission or the owner from making a motion to cor- 
rect the assessment after the land books are made up, and to appeal to the 
Court of Appeals, as herein provided. 

The person, or persons, employed by the State Corporation Commission 
under this act may be required to give aid to the Commonwealth's attorney, 
or any special attorney that may be employed by the said Commission, in 
prosecuting or defending any application for a correction of any assessment 
under this act by obtaining and giving information of facts, names or wit- 
nesses or otherwise. Power is hereby given the State Corporation Commis- 
sion to summon and compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses and 
the giving of information and the production of such maps, books and papers 
as it may deem necessary, either before it or before the assessor or commis- 
sioner of the revenue, and the person, or persons, employed by it when 
considering the assessment of any property hereunder. 

In case any person be aggrieved at the assessment made by the commis- 
sioner and the special assessor, and take an appeal in the matter hereinbe- 
fore authorized, such appeal shall not be heard until thirty days' notice 
thereof be served, by the clerk of the court in which the appeal shall be 
heard, on the Corporation Commission. 

Sec. 466. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) What the 
table of town or city lots to contain. — In the table of town or city lots he 
shall enter separately each lot and shall set forth in as many separate 
columns as may be necessary the name of the person, his residence and 
estate, as in the table of tracts of land. The commissioner shall set forth 
in other columns the number of each lot in the town or city, with the name 
of the town or city, if not previously placed in the caption or heading of 
the table, a description where the person does not own the whole lot, of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 Virginia: Tax Laws. 



part which he owns, the value of the buildings on the lot, the value of the 
lot, including buildings, the amount of tax at the legal rttte, and like notice 
of the source of title and explanation of alteration as in the table of tracts 
of land: provided, however, that the commissioner of revenue of Pulaski 
county, when assessing or listing for taxation the town lots in the town of 
Pulaski, in said county, shall in addition set forth in other columns the 
number of each lot in the town and the number of the section or block in 
which it is located. 

Sec 467. Changes to be noted in land book by commissioner. — Such 
changes as may happen within the county, district, or city of any commis- 
sioner shall be noted by him in his land book, and for each failure to make 
explanatory notes of such changes, and showing why and upon what au- 
thority such change was made, the commissioner shall forfeit not less than 
twenty nor more than one hundred dollars, and in addition thereto may 
have his pay suspended until such notes a^e so made. 

Sec. 468. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Ck)mmissioner 
to enter lands appearing on register's abstracts and assess their value. — 
He shall enter in the said books and assess the fair market value of all 
lands in his county, district or city appearing by the register's abstract to 
have been granted. If he fail to enter any grant (mentioned in the register's 
abstract) on the first land book made out after the abstract shall have been 
received by him, he shall for such failure forfeit twenty dollars to the Com- 
monwealth, and a like sum to the grantee, which shall be recoverable in a 
separate proceeding. 

Sec. 469. Real estate sold for taxes to be noted on land "book; when 
owner may redeem. — ^When real estate is sold to individuals for taxes, or is 
purchased for the Commonwealth for taxes, the commissioner shall note 
on his land book the number of acres sold, and to whom, but shall continue 
the whole tract of land upon his land book in the name of the former owner 
until the purchaser obtain a deed therefor, or until the owner shall redeem 
the same from he Commonwealth. The owner shall not be permitted \J0 
redeem the same until he shall produce evidence to the Auditor that he has 
paid all the taxes due upon said land which have accrued subsequent to 
said sale. 

(For exception see act below.) 

What real estate purchased by Commonwealth to be dropped from 
regular land book. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act entitled *'an act to authorize the 
sale of lots purchased by the Commonwealth for delinquent taxes and 
not redeemed within four years or more, approved February 23, 1906. 
Approved March 22, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That an act en- 
titled "an act to authorize the sale of lots purchased by the Commonwealth 
for delinquent taxes and not redeemed within four years, approved February 
twenty-third, nineteen hundred and six, be amended and re-enacted so as lo 
read as follows: 

Sec. 5. Within thirty days after the sales have been completed, or at 
the next term of the circuit or corporation court thereafter, the treasurer 
shall report said sales, and shall state in his report in separate columns, the 
name of the said person charged with taxes on each lot, at the time of its 
sale to the Commonwealth, the amount required to redeem each lot, giving 
the amount due the State, county (including district or town) or city sep- 
arately, the proportionate part of the costs of sale charged against each lot, 
the name of the purchaser, and the amount of his bid. In all cases where 
no bid is received for a lot, it shall be reported not sold for want of bidders. 
Said report shall have attached thereto the affidavit of the treasurer to the 
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correctness thereof, and that he and his deputies are in no way interested 
in the purchase of any lot sold by him. 

A list of all lots which are reported not sold for want of bidders shall 
be recorded by the clerk in a book known as the "permanent delinquent tax 
book/' which said book shall contain, the same facts as the regular books 
of recorded delinquent land sold to the Commonwealth, and the said lots 
sliall be designated on said book as lots purchased by the Commonwealth, 
and offered for sale under an act approved February twenty-third, nineteen 
b.undred and six, and the lots contained in said list shall be dropped from 
Uie regular land books, and not again offered for sale at public auction; but 
sliall remain on said permanent delinquent land book, and subject to pur- 
cliase by application to the clerk, in accordance with the provisions of sec- 
tion six hundred and sixty-six of the Code of Virginia. But this act shall 
not apply to lots in cities of sixty thousand inhabitants or more, not to any 
tract or parcel of land containing over five acres. 
(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Sec. 470. (As amended by act approved March 9, 1910.) Lands on list 
to be transferred and charged.^ — The lands and standing timber appearing on 
the lists or statements mentioned in sections four hundred and fifty-nine, 
four hundred and sixty, and four hundred and sixty-two, shall be transferred 
accordingly on the land book, and charged to the person to whom the 
transfer is made or the grant has issued; and when standing timber is so 
transferred it shall be the duty of the commissioner to apportion the as- 
sessed value of the land on which said timber is standing between the owner 
of the soil and the owner of the timber, and such apportionment shall re- 
main the basis of taxation of such land and timber until the said land and 
timber shall be separately assessed by the assessors in the next reassess- 
ment of real estate thereafter: provided, however, that the owner of such 
land or timber shall be entitled to all of the remedies for the correction 
of any errors in such apportionment of the assessed value by the commis- 
sioner, which are provided by law for the correction of erroneous assess- 
ments by assessors. 

Sec. 471. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) How land 
divided among several owners to be assessed; how assessment corrected if 
owner dissatisfied. — ^When a tract or lot becomes the property of different 
owners in several parcels, the value at which the whole had been assessed 
shall be divided by the commissioner among the several parcels, having 
regard to the value of each parcel compared with that of the whole tract 
or lot, and the tax upon the whole shall be apportioned accordingly among 
the owners of the different parcels. If any person interested shall be dissat- 
isfied with such apportionment he may apply to the commissioner to make a 
reassessment, and the commissioner shall make the same according to the 
best of his skill and judgment. Any person feeling himself aggrieved by 
any such reassessment may apply to the local board of review to review 
the commissioner's decision, which board may aflirm the same or order it 
to be corrected. 

Ten days' notice in writing shall be given to the parties in interest, 
or to such of them as may be in the county or corporation, before the com- 
missioner shall proceed to make such reassessment, or before such applica- 
sion shall be made to the local board of review. But from the decision of 
such local board of review an appeal shall lie to the circuit court of the 
county or to the corporation or hustings court of the city, or the circuit 
court of the city having no corporation or hustings court. 

Sec. 472. (Repealed by an act approved December 10, 1903.) 
Sec. 473. Commissioners to correct mistakes in their books. — Every 
commissioner, in making out his land book, shall correct any mistakes made 
in any entry therein. But land which has been correctly charged to one 
person shall not afterwards be charged to another without evidence of record 
that such charge is proper. 

Sec. 474. When owner dies, how lands to be charged: while charged to 
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the estate, personally liable for tax. — ^When the owner dies intestate, the 
commissioner may ascertain who are the heirs of the intestate, and charge 
the land to said heirs. When th^ owner has devised the land, the com- 
missioner may charge the same to such persons as may be beneficially en- 
titled thereto under the will. If, under the will, the land is to be sold. It 
shall continue charged to the decedent's estate until a transfer thereof. 
While it continues charged to the estate the personal property shall be liable 
for the tax on all so charged and subject to distress or other lawful process 
for the recovery of the same. Any assets in the hands of the personal rep- 
resentatives of the decedent shall be likewise liable therefor. 

Sec. 475. When lands in one place are assessed in another; how error 
corrected. — If land lying in one district or city be erroneously assessed in 
another, the commissioner on whose book it is erroneously assessed shall 
certify the owner's name, and the quantity, description, and value of the 
land to the proper commissioner, who shall enter the same on his book 
and charge the tax thereon, and the commissioner on whose book it was 
erroneously entered shall strike the same therefrom upon being informed 
of the entry thereof by the proper commissioner. 

Sec. 476. Lands lying in different districts of different counties; how- 
assessed. — ^Where a tract of land containing more than two thousand acres 
lies partly in one county and partly in another, the quantity in the respec- 
tive counties shall be estimated and entered by the commissioner of the 
county, or if there be more than one, by the commissioners of the districts, 
respectively, in which it lies; and where a tract containing two thousand 
acres or less lies partly in one county and partly in another, it shall be 
entered by the commissioner of the county, or if there be more than one, by 
the commissioner of the district in which the greater part thereof lies; but 
the entry and payment of taxes in the county where any part thereof is 
situated shall, for such time, be a discharge of so much of the taxes as may 
be so charged and paid. When new buildings and enclosures other than 
farm fences, are erected, of the value of one hundred dollars or more, upon 
that part of the land lying in the county in which it is not assessed, the 
commissioner on whose book it is entered shall assess and addc the value 
of such buildinpTs and enclosures as in other cases. 

Sec. 477. When lying in different districts of the same county; how 
assessed. — Land lying partly in one district and partly in one or more dis- 
tricts of the same county shall be entered by the commissioner of the dis- 
trict in which the greater part lies. When new buildings and enclosures, 
other than farm fences, are erected of the value of one hundred dollars or 
more, upon that part of the land lying in the district or districts in which 
it is not assessed, the commissioner on whose book it is entered shall assess 
and add the value of such buildings and enclosures as in other cases. 

Sec. 478. When lying in different counties, and a part is sold; how 
assessed. — ^Where land which lies partly in one county and partly in an- 
other is assessed in the county in which the greater part lies, if the owner 
thereof shall convey that portion (or any part thereof) lying in the county 
wherein the same is not assessed, the commissioner of the latter county 
shall enter upon his land book what is so conveyed, and certify the owner's 
name, and the quantity, description, and valuation thereof, to the commis- 
sioner of the county or district wherein the whole was before assessed, who 
shall strike the part so conveyed from his land book. 

Sec. 479, (As amended by act approved March 10, 1910.) Omitted 
lands; how re-entered and assessed. — ^When the commissioner ascertains 
that there is any patented land} in his district which has not before been 
entered on his land book, or, after being entered, has from any cause been 
omitted for one or more years, he shall make an entry thereof in the name 
of the owner. Any person owning or claiming any tract or part of a tract 
of land which has not been entered on the land book, or which if so en- 
tered has for any cause been omitted therefrom, may have the part he owns 
entered on the land book of the commissioner of the revenue in whose dis- 
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trict the land is situated, specifying the part of the said land so entered, 
by having the same surveyed and laid off, and a plat and description thereof 
returned to and recorded by the clerk of the county in which said land Is 
situated, and such entry of the part of the tract entered shall be as valid 
as if the whole tract of which it is a part, had been entered, but such 
entry shall not prevent a sale or forfeiture of the residue of the tract for 
failure to cause the same to be entered, and it shall be the duty of the 
commissioner of revenue to ascertain the name, or names, of the owners 
of said residue, and enter against each owner's name, the quantity and the 
fair market value thereof owned by each. The commissioner of the revenue 
in whose district the land authorized and required by this section to be 
entered, is situated, shall proceed to the best of his judgment, having refer- 
ence to the assessed value of contiguous lands similarly situated, to assess 
the fair market value of such land; and shall extend on the land which 
he so enters and assesses taxes, at the rate imposed by law, for each year 
the land was not before entered in the land book, from the year nineteen 
hundred, inclusive; if, however, the patent emanated after nineteen hun- 
dred, then from the date of the patent, together with lawful interest on each 
year's tax. Any commissioner failing to make such entry and assessment 
shall forfeit twenty dollars. 

Sec. 480. Purchaser to be charged with tax only from date of title, as 
to forfeited lands west of the Alleghany mountains. — The preceding section 
shall not, however, be construed to subject a bona fide purchaser of such 
lands to the arrears of said tax, except from the date of his title thereto. 
Neither shall it be construed to release any lands west of the Alleghany 
mountains which have been forfeited, or which may be liable to forfeiture 
for not having been entered on the land books and charged with taxes prior 
to the said year eighteen hundred and thirty-two. 

Sec. 481. Commissioner to assess value of any building not already 
assessed. — The commissioner, before making out his land book, shall as- 
sess the value of any building and enclosure not theretofore assessed, 
whether old or new, found to be of the value of one hundred dollars and 
upwards. The value thereof shall be added to the value at which the 
land was before charged. 

Sec. 482. How new buildings assessed. — New buildings shall be assessed, 
whether entirely finished or not, at their actual value at the time of assess- 
ment. 

Sec. 483. Repairs and additions. — Any building and enclosure, as afore- 
said, which may have been increased in value to one hundred dollars or up- 
wards, by repairs or additions thereto, shall be assessed in the same man- 
ner as if they were new. 

Sec. 484. (As amended by act approved March 14, 1912.) Building 
when injured or destroyed, their value to be reduced; timber cut from 
land. — ^When from natural decay, or other causes, any building and enclos- 
ure, as aforesaid, which have been assessed, shall be either wholly destroyed 
or reduced in value below one hundred dollars, the commissioners shall 
deduct from the charge against the owner the value at which such building 
and enclosure may have been assessed; and if the value of the building has 
been impaired by violence to the extent of one hundred dollars and upwards, 
the commissioner shall assess the said building in its present condition and 
reduce the charge for the same to the amount so assessed; and when any 
timber lands heretofore assessed, and the owner of the land i» the owner 
of the timber, is reduced in value to the extent of two hundred dollars and 
upwards, by the removal of the timber therefrom, the commissioner shall 
assess the said land in its present condition and reduce the charge for the 
same amount so assessed. 

Sec. 485. Hew machinery in mining and manufacturing establishments 
assessed. — The commissioner, in assessing the value of machinery and other 
fixtures to real estate, in mining, manufacturing, or similar establishments, 
shall ascertain the value of all such machinery and fixtures attached thereto. 
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and include the aggregate value thereof as improvements on real estate in 
the same manner and to the same effect as in the case of buildings and en- 
closures added to real estate, under the provisions of this chapter; provided, 
however, that if the machinery and other fixtures aforesaid shall be the prop- 
erty of one person, and the real estate in or upon which the said ^lachinery 
and fixtures shall be used be the property of another, the said machinery and 
fixtures shall be assessed and taxed against the owner thereof as personal 
property, and so listed by the commissioner. For any failure on the part 
of the commissioner to comply with this or any of the four preceding sec- 
tions he shall forfeit fifty dollars for each failure. 

Sec. 486. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) Th.e 
commissioner of the revenue each year after completing his original land 
book and making the three copies required by law shall, on or before 
June first, lay the original book and the copies before the local board 
of review of his county or city and the local board of review shall as 
promptly as possible proceed to review said books to see if the commis- 
sioner has made the transfers required by law; proper additions for ne^w 
buildings and improvements to buildings; has made deductions for build- 
ings destroyed; has followed the valuations fixed by the assessor of lands, 
except where changed by order of the local board or the court within tlie 
time prescribed by law; that there has been no duplicate assessments 
and that no real estate is omitted which should have been entered on tlie 
books; and that the books are in good clerical order and properly made 
out; and if the commissioner has failed to comply with the law in any of 
these matters the local board of review shall call upon him to appear 
before the board and immediately, in their presence, correct the books 
according to their directions; and when the commissioner has done this 
the chairman of the local board of review shall certify under oath upon 
the books that the books have been examined and found correct (or have 
been examined and not being found correct have (been corrected). The 
books shall then be delivered to the commissioner of the revenue to be 
disposed of as required by law. 

On each book the commissioner of the revenue shall make and sub- 
scribe an oath to the following effect: "I, A. B., commissioner of the 

revenue, district number for the county (or corporation) 

of , do swear, that in making out this book, I have, to the best 

of my knowledge and ability, complied with the laws prescribing the du- 
ties of commissioner of the revenue, and that I have faithfully discharged 
the duties required of me in making the transfers required by law in as- 
sessing new entries of real estate and improvements upon tracts of land 
and lots, and injuries to buildings thereon, and have followed the valu- 
ations fixed by the assessor of lands except where changed by order of the 
local board of review, or the court; and that I have made no duplicate 
assessments, and no real estate is omitted which should have been en- 
tered in the books, and have made corrections in said books as required 
by law. So help me God. 

Given under my hand this day of , nine- 
teen hundred and 



Commissioner. 

"Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice (or other person 
authorized to administer oaths) for the county (or corporation) of 
on the day of , nineteen hun- 
dred and " 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 
^ec. 487. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Per- 
sonal property book, form of and what to be entered therein. — The audi- 
tor of public accounts shall prescribe the form of the personal property 
book to be used by the commissioner of the revenue, and the auditor 
of public accounts shall furnish each commissioner of the revenue with 
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four copies of blank personal property books prepared in the form pre- 
scril>ed by him. 

. The auditor of public accounts shall so arrange the personal prop- 
erty book that personal property owned by white persons shall be as- 
sessed with taxes and levies in one part of the book, and personal prop- 
erty owned by colored persons shall be assessed with taxes and levies in 
another part of the book. 

The commissioner of the revenue shall, in making out the original 
personal property book and the three copies thereof, follow strictly the 
form prescribed by the auditor of public accounts, unless authorized by 
that oflacer to make changes therein. 

Upon the personal property book shall be entered the name of each 
male person, twenty-one years of age or over, not pensioned by this 
State for military services, and a State poll tax of one dollar and fifty 
cents shall be assessed thereon against each such male person; all tax- 
able tangible and intangible personal property, all taxable money, all 
taxable income which the law requires the commissioner of the revenue 
of each district, county or city to assess. There shall also be entered 
on the personal property book State taxes and local levies imposed by 
la-w on tangible and intangible personal property, money and income. 
Any property not assessable on the personal property book with State 
taxes, because the State has provided otherwise for its assessment, shall 
not be entered on the personal property book, notwithstanding localities 
have the right to assess any such property with local levies. 

Sec. 488. What personal property is exempt from taxation. — The 
following personal property and no other shall be exempt from taxation. 
State and local: 

(a) Property directly or indirectly owned by the State, however 
held, and property lawfully owned and held by the counties, cities, and 
towns, or school districts, used wholly and exclusively for county, city, 
town or puiblic school purposes, and obligations issued by the State since 
the fourteenth day of February, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, or 
hereafter exempted by law. 

(b) The furniture and furnishings of buildings, lawfully owned and 
held by churches or religious bodies, and wholly and exclusively used 
for religious worship or for the residence of the ministers of any such 
church or religious body. 

(c) The furniture, furnishings, books, and instruments contained 
in buildings wholly devx)ted to educational purposes, belonging to and 
actually and exclusively used by churches, public libraries. Incorporated 
colleges, academies, industrial schools, seminaries, or other Incorporated 
institutions of learning. Including the Virginia Historical "Society, which 
are not corporations having shares of stock or otherwise owned by In- 
dividuals or other corporations; and also the permanent endowment 
funds held by such libraries and educational Institutions, directly or 
in trust and not Invested In real estate; provided, that such libraries and 
educational institutions are not conducted for profit of any person or 
persons, natural or corporate, directly or under any guise or pretense 
whatsoever. But the exemption mentioned In this sub-section shall not 
apply to any Industrial school. Individual or corporate, not the property 
of the State, which does work for compensation or manufactures and 
sells articles In the community In which such school Is located; pro- 
vided, that nothing herein contained shall restrict any such school from 
doing work for or selling Its own products or any other articles to any 
of Its students or employees. 

(d) Personal property, Including endowment funds, not Invested 
in real estate, belonging to Young Men's Christian Associations and other 
sfmllar religious associations, orphan or other asylums, reformatories, 
hospitals, and nunneries, which are not conducted for profit, but purely 
and completely as charities. 
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(e) The furniture ' and furnishings of buildings belonging to any 
benevolent or charitable association and used exclusively for lodge pur- 
poses or meeting rooms by such associations. 

(f) Personal property belonging to the Association for the Preser- 
vation of Virginia Antiquities, the Confederate Memorial Literary Society, 
and the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association of the Union. 

Sec. 489. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Con- 
struction of the revenue laws. — In the construction of the laws for the 
assessment and collection of taxes, the rules of construction prescribed 
in chapter two of the Code of Virginia shall be observed, unless &uch 
construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of t4ie legis- 
lature; and, in addition to the rules of construction therein prescribed, 
the word "money" shall be construed to mean bullion, gold, silver and 
copper and other coins, and all ^lotes made currency by the laws of the 
United States government; also a deposit or deposits with any bank or 
other corporation, or firm, or person, or in the possession or under the 
control of the owner, whether such money be actually in or out of this 
State and belonging to a citizen of this State. The word "credits" 
shall be construed to mean all solvent debts, claims or demands owing 
or coming to any person, whether the evidence of such debts, claims 
or demands be in writing or not, and shall be construed to embrace all 
moneys and credits constituting capital employed in business in or out 
of this State by himself, his agent, or other person for him, to his credit 
with a bank, firm or person. 

The word "capital" shall be construed to mean moneys and credits 
actively used and employed in carrying on any trade or business; ma- 
terials, goods, wares and merchandise on hand, and all solvent bonds, 
demands or claims made or contracted in the course of Ibusiness during 
the preceding year (but not including any moneys on hand received 
from loans made for a period of not more than four months, which 
shall be owing and shall have been actually contracted for the necessary 
conduct of such business) shall be held to be capital in such trade or 
business, and shall not be taxed otherwise than as capital; but real 
estate shall not be listed as such capital, but shall he assessed and taxed 
as real estate. 

Note: The above definition of capital is superseded by the provi- 
sions of an act of the General Assembly of Virginia, approved March 20, 
1916, (the latest act on the subject) entitled an act to amend and re- 
enact sections 8 and 9 of an act entitled an act to raise revenue, etc., 
etc., by which act capital as used in the tax laws is defined. Sections 8 
and 9 of the tax laws are printed ante in this book. 

Sec. 490. When commissioners begin to take lists of persons and 
property. — Each commissioner shall begin annually, on the first day of 
February, unless otherwise directed by the auditor, to discharge the 
duties prescribed by the following section: 

Sec. 491. (As amended by act approved IMarch 18, 1915.) What 
persons and property to be listed for taxation; how beginners in busi- 
ness assessed; taxpayers to give in lists and make oath thereto; how 
assessment made when a person refuses to furnish lists. — The commis- 
sioner shall ascertain and assess all the personal property not exempt 
from taxation, and all subjects of taxation in his county, district or city 
on the said first day of February in each year, except as otherwise pro- 
vided by law, and also all male persons of full age and of sound mind 
residing therein, except those pensioned by this State for military ser- 
vice; and herein shall he included all persons and property removed from 
one county, district or city to another between the first day of February 
and the day on which the commissioner may deliver his books to the 
ofllcer charged with the collection of taxes; but persons or property as- 
sessed in one county, district or city shall not be assessed in any other 
for that year; provided, that any person beginning any trade or business 
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after the first day of February of any year shall be assessed from the 
date of beginning upon the capital used or intended to be used by him 
in carrying on such trade or business, the same to be ascertained as 
hereinafter provided, and the tax thereon shall bear such proportion to 
the whole annual tax as the space of time between the assessment of 
the same and the first day of February bears to a full year; provided, 
further, that the money invested in said business shall not be twice taxed 
as capital for the same year in the same county or city. It shall be his 
duty to call on every person in his county, district or city to furnish a 
list of such property, moneys, credits or other subjects of taxation as re- 
quired by law, and the value thereof. Upon neglect or refusal to give 
such list, the commissioner, in order to obtain the same, may apply to 
any officer of this State, or to any officer or agent of a company or firm, 
or to any person having knowledge thereof or interested therein, to fur- 
nish any information such person may have relating thereto. It shall 
be the duty of the commissioner, in all cases, to administer an oath to 
any such person to make true answers to such questions as he may ask in 
relation to any matter about which he is authorized to inquire; and if the 
same be the person assessed with taxes on the property, the oath shall 
be as prescribed in section four hundred and ninety-four. A commis- 
sioner failing to administer the oath required shall forfeit fifty dollars. 
Sec. 492. By whom property is to be listed; to whom taxed. — If 
property be owned by a person sui juris, it shall he listed by and taxed 
to him. If property be owned by a minor, it shall be listed by and taxed 
to his guardian or trustee, if any he has; if he has no guardian or trus- 
tee, it shall be listed by and taxed to his father, if any he has; if he has 
no father, then it shall be listed by and taxed to his mother, if any he 
has; and if he has neither guardian or trustee, father nor mother, it 
shall be listed by and taxed to the person in possession. If the property 
is the separate property of a person over twenty-one years of age or a 
married woman, it shall 'be listed by and taxed to the trustee, if any they 
have; and if they have no trustee, it shall be listed by and taxed to 
themselves. In either case it shall be listed and taxed in the county or 
corporation where they reside; but if they be non-residents of Virginia 
the said property shall be listed and taxed in the county or corporation 
wherein such trustee resides. If the property be the estate of a deceased 
person, it shall be listed by the personal representative or person in 
possession and taxed to the estate of such deceased person. If the prop- 
erty be owned by an idiot or lunatic, it shall he listed by and taxed to 
his committee, if any; if none has been appointed, then such property 
shall be listed by and taxed to the person in possession. If the property 
is held in trust for the benefit of another, it shall be listed by and taxed 
to the trustee in the county of his residence (except as hereinbefore 
provided): provided, that all farming implements, live stock, and othei 
personal property on a farm shall be listed and taxed in the county 
where such farm is located, and not elsewhere. If the property belong 
to a company or firm, it shall be listed by and taxed to the company or 
firm. If the property belong to a corporation, which property is not 
otherwise taxed, it shall be listed to the corporation by the principal 
accounting officer and at the principal place of business of such corpo- 
ration; but if not so listed, it shall be listed and taxed in the place where 
the property is. If the property consists of money, bonds, or other evi- 
dences of debt under the control or in the possession of a receiver or a 
commissioner, it shall be listed by and taxed to such receiver or com^ 
missioner, and the clerk of each court shall furnish the commissioner 
©f the revenue with all bonds and funds held by the commissioners or 
receivers under the authority of the court. If the property consist of 
money or other thing deposited to the credit of any suit and not in the 
hands of a receiver, it shall be listed by and taxed to the clerk of the 
court in which the suit is, and such clerk shall, upon the order of his 
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court, made in term or vacation, withdraw from such deposit the amount 
of such tax; provided, that funds, credits, or estate in the hands of re- 
ceiver of a court, or deposited to the credit of a suit, to await adjudica- 
tion and disbursement upon debts reported in suits or proceedings pend- 
ing in such court, shall not be listed for taxation. If the property con- 
sists of money, bonds, stock, or other evidences of public or private debts 
in any county or city other than that of his residence or State other 
than Virginia, it shall be listed by and taxed to the owner thereof; 
and it shall be the duty of the respective examiners of records of the 
said judicial circuits, where the respective fiduciaries are appointed or 
qualified, to report to the respective commissioners of the revenue of 
the counties or corporation in which said property is liable for taxation, 
all property held by said fiduciaries to be taxed as provided by law. If 
the property be listed by and taxed to any person other than the owner, 
it shall not be delivered to the owner until the taxes thereon are paid 
or indemnity given to the person in possession for the payment thereof. 

Sec. 492-a. To whom notes, bonds and other evidences of debt sub- 
ject to order of court, etc., to be taxed. — All notes, bonds, or other evi- 
dences of debt held subject to the order of any court or receiver or com- 
missioner of said court, whether executed for the purchase price of real 
or personal property, shall be taxed to the clerk of said court or to re- 
ceiver or commissioner, as the same may be so held or be payable, and 
shall be exempted from taxation in the name of parties beneficially in- 
terested therein. 

Sec. 492-b. (As amended by act approved J'ebruary 28, 1910.) 
Collection of taxes and levies, funds, securities, moneys and other prop- 
erty under control of fiduciaries and courts. — ^No decree or order shall be 
entered by any court of the Commonwealth directing the payment, dis- 
tribution or other distribution of any funds, securities, moneys, or other 
property under its control or under the control or in the hands of any 
receiver, commissioner or other officer of the court or any executor, 
administrator, trustee or other fiduciary unless it be made to appear to 
such court that all taxes and levies upon such funds, securities, moneys, 
or other property have been paid, or unless the payment thereof be pro- 
vided for in such decree or order, and no commissioner, executor, admin- 
istrator, trustee or other fiduciary, receiver, trustee, or bank, or other 
person, or corporation shall pay out any funds in hand under the order 
of any court unless a receipt for the taxes is produced showing said 
taxes have been paid, or unless such order shall so state. And no com- 
missioner of accounts or assistant commissioner of accounts shall, under 
section twenty-six hundred and ninety-seven of the Code, file any report 
of an account of the transactions of any executor, administrator, trustee, 
receiver or other fiduciary until it shall be made to appear to said com- 
missioner that all taxes, whether State, municipal or county, assessed 
and chargeable upon property in the hands of the person for whom such 
account is settled, belonging to estate concerned in such settlement, have 
been paid, or unless such account shall show that there remains in the 
hands of such person sufficient sums, over and above the charges of ad- 
ministration, to pay all taxes charged against such person in his capacity 
as executor, administrator, trustee, receiver or other fiduciary. 

Examiner of records. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act entitled an act to provide for a 
method for a better assessment of personal property under the con- 
trol of fiduciaries, and the several courts of the Commonwealth, ap- 
proved March 4, 1896. Approved March 3, 1898. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
act of the General Assembly of Virginia, entitled an act to provide for a 
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method for the better assessment of personal property under the control 
of fiduciaries and the several courts of the Commonwealth, approved 
March fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety-six, be amended and re-en- 
acted so as to read as follows: 

Sec. 2. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) On or 
before the first day of May, nineteen hundred and sixteen, and every two 
years thereafter, the State advisory board on taxation shall appoint an 
examiner of records for each judicial circuit of this State, for a term of 

years, who shall be a resident In the circuit for which 

he is appointed and who shall be removable by said board at pleasure 
and his successor appointed for the unexpired term; provided, however, 
if any or all of the present examiners of records are acceptable to the 
said advisory board on taxation the board shall by resolution so declare 
in which event any of said oflScers declared to be acceptable shall remain 
in office for a term of four years from the first day of May, nineteen hun- 
dred and sixteen, but shall be subject to removal by the said board as 
above set out. It shall be his duty annually to examine all causes pend- 
ing in the courts of his circuit and the records thereof and ascertain and 
report all money, bonds, notes, stocks, shares of stocks, capital, capital 
stock, choses in action, other evidences of debt, and all and every other 
species of personal property -and income subject to taxation under the 
control of the courts in his circuit or held by any person, bank, or cor- 
poration subject to the order of such courts or in the hands of or under 
the control of receivers, commissioners, and fiduciaries appointed by such 
courts or appointed by any deed or will, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be required of him by law. Such examiner of records 
before entering upon the discharge of his duties under this act shall 
qualify before some court of record in his circuit and enter into and 
acknowledge a bond in the penalty of five thousand dollars conditioned 
for the faithful discharge of such duties, and conditioned also for making 
good to the Commonwealth of all over-payments of commissions to said 
examiner as provided in section six of this act, and payable to the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia, and with some solvent person or persons ap- 
proved by the court appointing him as surety or sureties. 

The terms of the examiners of records heretofore appointed by the 
several circuit courts of the Commonwealth shall expire upon the thir- 
tieth day of May, nineteen hundred and sixteen, or as soon thereafter as 
their successors have been appointed and qualified; except that the terms 
of examiners of records declared acceptable by the board, as above pro- 
vided, shall end on the first day of May, nineteen hundred and twenty, 
unless sooner removed by said board. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

3. As soon as such examiner of records shall have qualified, he 
shall proceed to examine, and annually thereafter shall examine, the 
papers in all pending causes in said courts in his circuit, and the records 
of such courts, and ascertain what money, bonds, notes, stock, shares of 
stock, capital, capital stock, choses in action, other evidences of debt, 
and other species of personal property and income, subject to taxation, 
or held by any receiver, commissioner, or fiduciary, or are under the 
control of said courts, or are held hy any person, bank, or corporation, 
subject to the order of such courts; and as soon as such examination is 
made he shall forthwith make a report thereof to the commissioner of 
the revenue of the county, city or town for which such examination Is 
made, or in which said property is taxable, as provided by law, in such 
forms as shall be prescribed by the auditor of public accounts; and 
thereupon such commissioner of the revenue shall enter upon his per- 
sonal property books the names of the persons mentioned in said report, 
and the aggregate amount of property chargeable to each of them as 
stated in said report, and extend the taxes on such property as in the 
case of other persons and property entered on said books. 
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If any person consider himself aggrieved by said report or extension 
of taxes, such person may apply for correction of such taxes under the 
provisions of section five hundred and sixty-seven and five hundred and 
sixty-eight of the Code of Virginia, providing for the correction of 
erroneous assessment of taxes. No order made in favor of the applicant 
shall have any validity unless it is stated therein that the attorney for 
the Commonwealth defended the application for such correction, and 
that the commissioner of the revenue and the examiner of records were 
examined as witnesses touching the application, and the facts proved be 
certified in the order. 

4. Any bank, banking-house, corporation or person holding money 
or evidences of debt, or personal property of any kind, under the control 
of any court, or to the credit of any cause pending in said court, or to 
the credit of any receiver, commissioner or fiduciary, shall, upon appli- 
cation, furnish the examiner of records with a statement or list thereof, 
and any bank, banking-house, corporation or person refusing such state- 
ment or list, or failing to furnish the same, shall be liable to a fine of not 
less than ten dollars nor more than twenty-five dollars for each day's 
failure to furnish the same after five days' notice to do so. 

5. The examiner, in addition to the duties hereinbefore provided 
for, shall perform and discharge all of the duties imposed upon the ex- 
aminer of records, under the act entitled "an act to impose additional 
duties upon the examiner of records of the several judicial circuits with 
reference to ships, tugboats, barges, boats, and other water craft," ap- 
proved February the eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight. 

Sec. 6. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) The ex- 
aminer shall be entitled to receive as compensation for his- services under 
this act, to be paid in the same manner as the compensation now paid to 
the commissioners of revenue one-tenth of one per centum for the first 
million dollars of aggregate amount of property assessed under this act, 
and one-thirtieth of one per centum on the next four million dollars, and 
one-fiftieth of one per centum, on all in excess of five million dollars; 
provided, that the commission on money shall only be one-fiftieth of one 
per centum; provided, that the said examiner of records shall refund and 
pay into the treasury the compensation paid him on all property here- 
after reported by him that shall be relieved of taxes erroneously assessed 
thereon. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

7. (As amended by act approved March 14, 1912.) That all exec- 
utors, administrators, trustees, and all other representatives distributing 
estates within twelve months of their qualification, shall be liable for 
the taxes on the full amount of such estates for the year commencing 
February first following their qualification, and they shall retain the 
same out of the estates and the estates so distributed shall be exempt 
from taxation in the names of the parties beneficially interested therein- 

Sxaminer of records. 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact an act approved February 11, 1898, en- 
titled an act to impose additional duties upon the examiner of 
records of the several judicial circuits, with reference to ships, tug- 
boats, barges, or other water craft. Approved March 7, 1900. 

1. Be it enacted by the (General Assembly of Virginia, That an act 
of the General Assembly of Virginia entitled an act to impose additional 
duties upon the examiners of records of the several judicial circuits, with 
reference to ships, tug-boats, barges, boats, or other water craft, ap- 
proved February eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, 'be amended 
and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

Sec. 1. The examiner of records, in addition to the duties now im- 
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posed by law under an act approved March the fourth, eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-six, shall annually examine the records, both State and 
Federal, within their respective circuits with a view of ascertaining and 
reporting for taxation the value of all ships, tug-boats, barges, boats and 
otlier water craft over five tons burden, with their tackle, rigging, and 
furniture, and all else that pertains to them, and other like floating 
property over five tons burden, owned by other than express, steamship, 
and steamboat companies, or shall ascertain the value of such property 
from any other source accessible to them. 

Sec. 2. As soon as such examination and valuation is made, he shall 
make report thereof to the commissioner of the revenue of the county or 
corporation for which such examination is made, in such form as shall 
be prescribed by the auditor of public accounts, and thereupon such 
commissioner of the revenue shall enter upon his personal property 
books, in the names of the respective owners, the valuation so reported 
of such ships, tug-boats, barges, boats, and. other water craft over Ave 
tons burden, with their tackle, rigging, and furniture, and all else that 
pertains to them, and all other floating property over five tons burden 
ov^rned by others than express, steamship, or steamboat companies, and 
assess thereon as if such property had been listed by the individual 
owners, firms, or corporations. The examiner of records shall have 
authority to summon before him such owners, firms, or corporations, or 
their agents, and require them to answer under oath any question touch- 
ing the ownership or valuation of such property, and should such owner, 
firm, corporation, or agent refuse to furnish the information requested, 
such owner, firm, corporation, or agent shall be liable to a fine of not 
less than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars to be recovered 
as other fines due the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 3. (As amended by an act approved April 2, 1902.) If any 
person, firm or corporation consider himself aggrieved by such assess- 
ment or valuation, the same may be corrected under the provisions of 
sections five hundred and sixty-seven and five hundred and sixty-eight 
of the Code of Virginia, and the examiner of records shall be duly sum- 
moned as a witness in the case, and no order shall be valid unless it is 
stated in such order that said examiner was first duly summoned as a 
witness to be examined touching said application; provided, however, said 
erroneous assessments has been caused by negligence of said examiner, he 
shall pay the cost of the application to be exonerated from such erroneous 
assessment. 

4. This act shall be in force from its passage. 

Other duties of examiners of records. 

For mformation as to duty required of examiners of records in 
making examination of reports of purchases by merchants and in making 
examination of returns by taxpayers of assessments of intangible personal 
property, income and money, and of their work in connection with local 
boards of review, see ante in this book, act approved March 17, 1916, 
creating State tax board and local boards of review. 

Certain cities declared to be in certain judicial circuits. 

AN ACT to declare certain cities to be parts of the 8th, 15th, 17th, 18th, 
20th and 23rd judicial circuits for certain purposes. Approved 
March 18, 1915. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That for the 
purpose of performing the duties imposed by law upon the examiners of 
record, the following named cities shall be deemed part of the judicial 
circuit in which they are located, to-wit: 
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The city of Charlottesville is hereby declared to be a part of the 
eighth judicial circuit. 

The city of Fredericksburg is hereby declared to be a part of the 
fifteenth Judicial circuit. 

The city of Winchester is hereby declared to be a part of the seven- 
teenth Judicial circuit. 

The cities of Staunton and Buena Vista are hereby declared to be 
a part of the eighteenth judicial circuit. 

The city of Radford is hereby declared to be a part of the twentieth 
judicial circuit. 

The city of Bristol is hereby declared to be a part of the twenty- 
third Judicial circuit. 

Sec. 493. (Repealed by act approved February 24, 1898). 

Sec. 494. (As amended by act approved iMarch 18, 1915.) Com- 
missioners to apply to taxpayers to answer interrogatories; oath thereto. 
— The commissioner, or his duly qualified deputy, shall, on personal ap- 
plication to each person, firm and corporation, residing, doing business 
or having an ofilce in his district, obtain answers to interrogatories pre- 
pared by the auditor of public accounts respecting tangible and intan- 
gible property, money or income, and the auditor of public accounts is 
authorized to prepare separate forms of interrogatories with respect to 
each of these subjects of taxation if, in his judgment, he thinks proper 
so to do, and it shall be the duty of each person, firm or corporation to 
make, under oath, true, ^ full, perfect and correct answers to each and 
all of said interrogatories, and the oath upon each of said interrogatories 
shall be in the form prescribed by the auditor of public accounts, or as 
provided by law. 

And, if necessary, in order to obtain such answers, the commissioner 
of the revenue, or his duly qualified deputy, shall apply in person at least 
once to such person, firm or corporation, and if such answers are not ob- 
tained it shall thereafter be the duty of the taxpayer to seek the com- 
missioner, and, upon failure to render such answers for a period of 
thirty days, the commissioner, or his duly qualified deputy, shall, upon 
the best information obtainable, assess the fair market value upon all 
the property, money and income of each and every taxpayer who has 
failed to answer the interrogatories. 

The oath shall be taken before the commissioner of the revenue or 
his duly qualified deputy, or some other person authorized to administer 
oaths, and it shall be signed by the taxpayer, or by his duly authorized 
agent, and where a person answers the interrogatories as such agent, he 
shall make and sign the oath as if he were acting for himself. 

In case of a firm, the oath shall be taken and interrogatories an- 
swered by some one or more members of the firm, and in case of a cor- 
poration, the oath shall be taken and interrogatories answered by some 
oflicer or agent of the corporation. The interrogatories shall be, by the 
commissioner, or one of his duly qualified deputies, laid before the local 
board of review for examination, investigation, review and correction, as 
provided by law. 

Sec. 495. With whom form left in abiifence of taxpayer, to whom 
returned; if not returned, how list made out. — If any person be absent 
from his residence at the time the commissioner calls (and there be no 
one on the premises authorized to act for such per|K)n), the commissioner 
may leave, or cause to be left for such person, at his residence, with some 
member of his family over the age of sixteen years, or if there be no such 
person on the premises, may otherwise cause to be delivered to such 
person proper forms, to enable him to make out the statements aforesaid, 
verified by affidavit as hereinbefore required, and deliver the same to the 
commissioner, or deposit them with the clerk of the county or corporation 
court, as required by the preceding section. And if any person fail to 
return the form left with him by the commissioner properly made out. 
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before the making out of his books, the commissioner shall proceed to 
make out such person's list from the best information he can obtain. 

Sec. 496. (As amended by act approved iMarch 18, 1916.) Com- 
missioner to assess valuation of property, income and money. — ^The com- 
missioner, or any one of his duly qualified deputies, shall, upon his own 
view, or upon such information he may obtain or possess, assess the fair 
market value of all property, money and income shown by the answers to 
the interrogatories to be owned by the taxpayer, and In the event the 
taxpayer has not answered the Interrogatory, the commissioner, or his 
duly qualified deputy, shall, from the best information he can obtain, 
enter upon the interrogatory the fair market value of the property, money 
and income owned by the taxpayer, and make assessments thereof after 
the values have been ascertained and certified to him in the manner pro- 
vided for in section four hundred and fifty of the Code of Virginia. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Sec. 497. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Pen- 
alty of taxpayer for refusing to answer interrogatories and swear there- 
to. — If any person subject to taxation on personal property, money or in- 
come, and who is required to furnish answers to interrogatories, fail or 
refuse, upon application, to make such answers and to take an oath to 
the truth and fairness thereof, he shall forfeit not less than thirty nor 
more than one thousand dollars for each failure. 

Sec. 498. (As amended by act approved iMarch 18, 1915.) Tax- 
payer fined if he refuses to exhibit property; commissioner if he takes 
answers not sworn to.— If any person refuse to exhibit to the commis- 
sioner or to his duly qualified deputies any property mentioned in the 
answers to the interrogatories or required by this chapter to be taxed in 
order that a fair market valuation thereof may be assessed, he shall pay 
a fine of not less than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars. No 
commissioner or any one of his deputies shall receive any answers as a 
sufficient return of personal property unless the same be sworn to accord- 
ing to law, under a penalty of five hundred dollars. 

And upon complaint to the judge of the circuit court of a county 
or corporation or hustings court of a city, or if there be no corporation 
or hustings court, then to the judge of the circuit court of the city, 
supported by the sworn afladavit of two or more reputable taxpayers, or 
upon complaint, in writing by the local board of review, should it appear 
to the satisfaction of the court that the commissioner of the revenue of 
such county or corporation, or any of his deputies, has not complied 
with the requirements of this and the four preceding sections of this 
act, or any of them, the judge shall forthwith remove such delinquent 
commissioner or deputy, and appoint his successor. 

Sec. 499. (Repealed May 9, 1903.) 

Sec. 500. (Repealed May 9, 1903.) 

Sec. 501. (Repealed May 9, 1903.) 

Sec. 502. (Repealed March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 503. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Pro- 
ceedings against such person rendering false lists. — If any person know- 
ingly render a false list of personal property, choses in action, moneys, 
credits, capital, income, salary, or other subject of taxation, and swear 
to such list, it shall be the duty of the attorney for the Commonwealth, 
upon his own knowledge, or upon information furnished him by any 
revenue oflicer of the State, or by any local board of review, examiner 
of records, or other person under oath, to file a petition in the circuit 
court of the county or corporation court of the city wherein the list was 
taken, setting forth the total or partial omissions in his list of subjects 
of taxation, or the false values annexed to any of said subjects, and 
asking the court to summon the person or persons giving the list to an- 
swer the petition. Upon the summons being duly executed, the court 
shall impanel a jury to try the allegations of the petition; and if a 
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verdict be rendered establishing a false list, the court shall render judg- 
ment against the accused for double the amount of taxes imposed upon 
the property so omitted, together with the costs of the proceedings, in- 
cluding a fee of five dollars to the Commonwealth's attorney; and the 
court shall, moreover, direct the treasurer of the county or city, upon 
ten days' notice, to sell for cash the said property, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary to satisfy the judgment aforesaid, with a commis- 
sion to said treasurer of five per centum upon the amount thereof; and 
it shall be the duty of said treasurer to make report of the sale to the 
court, and within twenty days from such sale to pay the taxes so col- 
lected into the treasury of the State and to pay the costs to the persons 
respectively entitled thereto; and any Commonwealth's attorney failing 
to perform the duties required of him by this section shall be fined not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. The clerk shall transmit a copy of the 
report to the auditor of public accounts, who shall charge the treasurer 
with the amount shown thereby to be due the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 504. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Per- 
sonal property book; form, etc. — The auditor of public accounts shaU 
prescribe the form of the personal property book to be used by the com-* 
missioners of the revenue; and the auditor of public accounts shall fur- 
nish each commissioner of the revenue with such books as he may deem 
necessary in the form so prescribed by him. 

The auditor of public accounts shall so arrange the personal property 
books that personal property, money and income owned by or assessed 
to white persons shall be entered in one part of the book, or in a separate 
book, and that of colored persons in another part of such book, or in a 
separate book. 

Said books shall be in the form prescribed by the auditor of public 
accounts, and so arranged that the commissioner may set forth in as 
many separate columns as may be necessary to show the persons charge- 
able with taxes, alphabetically arranged, with reference to the first let- 
ters of each name, giving in full the first given name of each taxpayer; 
and where there are two or more persons of the same family name, he 
shall use some distinguishing sign by which the taxpayer may be identi- 
fied, the several subjects of taxation, and the value of each; and in a 
separate column opposite to the name of the persons chargeable with 
taxes, as aforesaid, show the aggregate amount of taxes on all subjects 
with which he has been listed. The taxable subjects shall be classified 
by schedule or otherwise, as the General Assembly may from time to 
time prescribe in the acts imposing taxes for public purposes. Any com- 
missioner failing to comply with this section shall forfeit one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 505. Commissioners to add up columns of both land and prop- 
erty books. — The commissioner shall add up the columns of figures on 
each page, so as to show at the bottom of each the total aggregate of 
each column, and the number of persons and articles subject to taxation, 
with the amount of the taxes and levies due on everything contained in 
such page; and at the end of each book he shall enter the sums from 
the bottoms of the respective pages, by reference, thereto, so as to present 
at one view the various species and total number of the subjects of taxa- 
tion within his county, district or city, and the entire amount of revenue 
arising therefrom. 

Sec. 506. Deduction from compensation for extending less than 
proper tax. — ^If the commissioner shall either in his land book or book 
for personal property, charge or extend in any case a less tax than the 
law requires, the auditor of public accounts shall deduct the amount 
omitted to be charged or extended from the compensation of the com- 
missioner. 

Sec. 507. If books for preceding year not made out, how supplied. — 
If, in consequence of there being no commissioner of the revenue for the 
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next preceding year, or from any other cause, no book was made out of 
the land tax, or the tax on personal property for that year, the com- 
missioner of the revenue for such county, district or city shall proceed 
to make out books for the year according to the rate of tax which then 
existed, as well as books for the current year. The like proceedings 
shall be had with and under the books of the year next preceding as 
with those of the current year, and the sums therein charged shall be 
collected and accounted for in like manner. 

Capitation taxes omitted and of pei*sons becoming of age, how assessed 

and paid. 

AN ACT to provide for the assessment and payment of omitted capita- 
tion taxes and of capitation taxes of persons who become of age 
after the first of February in any year, and to repeal chapter 342 
of Acts of Assembly of 1902-3-4, entitled "an act to prescribe the 
manner in which a duly registered voter who has not been assessed 
with his State capitation tax may pay same, and to prescribe penal- 
ties for failure on the part of clerks and treasurers to observe the 
provisions of this act," and to repeal chapter 26 of Acts of Assem- 
bly, 1906, entitled "an act authorizing and directing the auditor 
of public accounts to accept from the county and city treasurers of 
the Commonwealth all money collected by such treasurers as poll 
taxes under orders of courts since the first day of July, 1903. Ap- 
proved March 18, 1910. 

1. Be it enacted by the -General Assembly of Virginia, That any 
person assessable with capitation taxes for any year or years, who has 
not been assessed therewith, and any person who will be assessable with 
such taxes for the ensuing year by reason of his becoming of age after 
the first of February in any year, may apply to the commissioner of the 
revenue for the district of the county or for the city in which he resides 
and have himself assessed with such omitted capitation taxes, or with 
such capitation taxes as shall become assessable against him for the 
ensuing year by reason of his becoming of age after the first of February 
in any year, and it shall be the duty of the commissioner of the revenue 
to assess such person with such omitted capitation taxes, or with such 
capitation taxes as will become assessable against him for the ensuing 
year by reason of his becoming of age after the iirst of February in any 
year, and to give to such person a certificate of such assessment and 
thereupon the treasurer of the county or city in which the person so 
assessed resides shall receive from such person the capitation taxes set 
out in such certificate. 

2. The commissioner of the revenue making the assessments pro- 
vided for in this act shall keep a record thereof and report to the auditor 
of public accounts on the first day of January and July of each year a 
list of such assessments made by him during the preceding six months. 
The county and city treasurers receiving the taxes assessed under this 
act shall pay the same into the treasury on or before the tenth of Janu- 
ary and July of each year and shall furnish the auditor of public ac- 
counts with a list of the taxes received by them under this act. The 
auditor of public accounts shall charge the treasurer with the amount of 
the assessments reported by the commissioners of the revenue, and shall 
require the treasurer to account for the amount of such assessments re- 
ceived by him, and shall credit him with so much of said assessments as 
lie shall state, under oath, in his report were not received by him. 

3. Chapter three hundred and forty-two of the Acts of Assembly 
of nineteen hundred and two-three-four, entitled, "an act to prescribe the 
manner in which a duly registered voter who has not been assessed with 
his capitation tax may pay the same to prescribe penalties for failure on 
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the part of the clerks and treasurers to observe the provisions of this 
act," and chapter twenty-six of the Acts of Assembly of nineteen hundred 
and six, entitled "an act authorizing and directing the auditor of public 
accounts to accept from the county and city treasurers of the Common- 
wealth all money collected by such treasurers as poll taxes under orders 
of the courts since the first day of July, nineteen hundred and three," 
be, and the same are, hereby repealed. 

4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

5. This act shall be in force on and after the first day of July, 
nineteen hundred and ten. 

Sec. 508. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) Omitted 
taxes, levies, etc.; how assessed. — If the commissioner of the revenue, ex- 
aminer of records, or other assessing officer, commission or board, designated 
by law to assess persons, property (real, personal and mixed), taxes, levies,, 
et cetera, ascertain that any person, or any real or personal property, or in- 
come, or salary, or license tax has not been assessed for taxation for any 
year by the State, county, district, city or town, or that the same has been 
assessed at less than the law required, for any year, or that the taxes, lev- 
ies, et cetera, thereon, for any cause, have not been realized, it shall be the 
duty of the commissioner, of the revenue, examiner of records, or other 
assessing officer, to list the same, and assess persons, property (real, per- 
sonal and mixed), and levies at the rate prescribed for that year, adding 
thereto interest at the rate of six per centum per annum. 

Provided, however — 

(1) That all assessments of intangible personal property, money and 
incomes for State taxes prior to the year l^QS shall be conclusively pre- 
sumed to be full, true and correct. 

(2) No municipal, county or district tax shall be levied or collected 
on any assessment of intangible personal property, money or incomes for 
taxes alleged to have been omitted from the assessments for the years prior 
to 1912. 

(3) When omitted intangible personal property, money and incomes 
are voluntarily reported on oath to the examiner of records, on or before 
August 1, 1916, on forms prescribed by the Auditor of Public Accounts, and 
such reports are found correct and the tax thereon paid before November 
1, 1916, or where said omitted property, money or incomes have already 
been assessed and shall have been paid before said date, then the taxes paid 
on such property, money or incomes shall not be subject to interest or pen- 
alty; but nothing herein shall be construed to postpone the power of the 
proper oflicers to use the remedies provided for by law for the collection 
of omitted taxes assessed prior to December 1, 1915, for the period and 
within the limitation prescribed above. 

(4) Within the periods prescribed in this provision the examiner of 
records, the local boards of review, and the county and city treasurers are 
hereby authorized unless the assessment on intangible personal property, 
money and income for omitted taxes have already been made to use the 
same methods of ascertaining and reporting property for assessment and 
for the assessment and collection of all omitted taxes on intangible personal 
property, money and incomes as are authorized to be used( for the assess- 
ment and collection of current taxes and shall receive the commissions 
allowed by law. 

Where the return is voluntarily reported on oath to the examiner of 
records on forms prescribed by the Auditor of Publici Accounts, the exam- 
iner of records shall receive one-half of said compensation. 

(5) In assessing under this act omitted capital of manufacturers, capi- 
tal shall be defined to be net capital, to wit, gross assets less liabilities. 

6. All State taxes hereafter assessed and collected under this act are 
hereby appropriated to the public free schools of the primiary and grammar 
grades, except the State taxes hereafter assessed and collected for pen- 
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sions; provided, however, that not more than two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars shall be paid for the appropriation year ending February 28, 
1917, and not more than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars shall be 
paid for the appropriation year ending February 28, 1918. 

7. In the case of omitted taxes, wherever the taxpayer has made full 
disclosures of his taxable property (real estate, tangible or intangible per- 
sonal property, money or income), and in cases of tangible and intangible 
personal property, money and income, as enumerated on his returns the 
items thereof, and there has been an assessment made in good faith by the 
tax officer, although made under misapprehension of the law, such assess- 
ment as to the valuation of such property shall be final; but in cases in 
which there has not been a full disclosure and enumeration of his tangible 
and intangible personal property, income and money, whether intentional 
or otherwise, such assessment shall not be considered final, but in contested 
cases the burden shall be upon the taxpayer to show that he has made a 
full disclosure. (This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 
1916.) 

Omitted Incense, Privilege and Occupation Taxes. 

AN ACT to regulate the assessment and collection of omitted license, privi- 
lege and occupation taxes. Approved March 22, 1916. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That no assessments 
for any alleged omitted license, privilege or occupation tax shall be made 
for any year prior to nineteen hundred and twelve, and no such license, 
privilege or occupation tax shall be levied or collected for any year prior 
to nineteen hundred twelve. 

This act in force on and after June 17, 1916. 

Sec. 509. (As amended by act approved March 21, 1916.) Commis- 
sioners to extend levies, and taxes; compensation therefor. — The commis- 
sioner shall extend in his land book and book of personal property the total 
of the county and district levies, or city levies, as the case may be, includ- 
ing the road and school levies, so as to show the aggregate amount of all 
such levies assessed against each person assessed with State taxes on said 
books. The commissioner of the revenue shall recapitulate the levies in 
such form as the auditor shall prescribe; and for this additional service 
he shall receive such compensation as the board of supervisors, or council, 
as the case may be, may deem reasonable; provided, however, that the c6m- 
pensation to be allowed commissioners of the revenue in Washington county 
for this additional service shall not be less than five hundred dollars to 
each commissioner, and in Botetourt county not less than two hundred and 
fifty dollars to each commissioner; and provided further, that in the county 
of Chesterfield the commissioners of the revenue shall each be allowed, by 
the board of supervisors, for the additional services required of them under 
this section, not less than seven hundred dollars. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Sec. 510. Penalty for false entry in books. — If any commissioner, know- 
ingly, make a false entry on any of his books, he shall, for every such 
offense, forfeit two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 511. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) The commis- 
sioner of the revenue each year, after completing his original personal prop- 
erty book and making the three copies required by law, shall on or before 
the fifteenth of September lay the original book and the copies before the 
local board of review for the review and certification required by law. The 
local board of review shall as promptly as possible proceed to review said 
books, its review being confined to such examination as will satisfy the 
board the commissioner has carried out the board's instructions respect- 
ing the assessment of tangible and intangible nersonal property, money and 
incomes and that the books are in good clerical order and properly made 
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out, and if the commissioner has failed to carry out) the directions of the 
local board of review the board shall call upon him to appear before it and 
immediately, in their presence, to correct the books according to their dis- 
cretions and when of review shall certify under oath upon the books that 
the books the commissioner has done this the chairman of the local board 
of review shall certify under oath upon the books that the books have been 
examined and found correct (or have been examined and not being found 
correct have been corrected.) The books shall then be delivered to the com- 
missioner to be disposed of as required by law. 

On each book the commissioner of the revenue shall make and subscribe 
an oath to the following effect 

"I, A. B., commissioner of the revenue for the district of 

in the county of (or commissioner of revenue in the city 

of ) , do swear that in making out this book, I have, to the 

best of my knowledge and ability, complied with the laws prescribing the 
duties of a commissioner of the revenue; that in every case the list of each 
person was rendered on oath or affirmation and that I have made all cor- 
rections directed to be made by the local board of review. 

"Given under my hand this day of nineteen hundred 

and 

Commissioner. 

"Sworn to before me, a justice (or other person authorized to adminis- 
ter oaths) for the county (or corporation) of 

on the day of nineteen hundred and " 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Sec. 512. Commissioner to keep original of each book. — The original 
of each book shall be retained by the commissioner so long as he continues 
in office, and then be delivered to his successor. If he fail herein, or if he 
fail to make the copies required by law, he shall forfeit fifty dollars. 

Sec. 513. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 514. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 515. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 516. Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 5il7. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 518. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 519. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 

Sec. 520. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) Commissioner 
of the revenue, how to dispose of copies of land and personal property 
books. — The commissioner of the revenue shall retain in his office the origi- 
nal land book and the original personal property book, and he shall dispose 
of the copies of the original books in the following manner. 

One copy of the land book and one copy of the personal property book 
or books, if he be" the commissioner of the revenue of a county or a district 
in a county, shall be delivered to the elerk of the circuit court of said 
county; if he be the commissioner of revenue of a city, the copy or copies 
shall be delivered to the clerk of the corporation or hustings court of said 
city, but if said city has no such court then the copy shall be delivered to 
the clerk of the circuit court of said city. One copy of the land book and 
one copy of the personal property book or books shall be delivered to the 
treasurer of the county, if he be the commissioner of a county or a district 
in a county, and if he be the commissioner of revenue for a city, said copy 
or copies shall be delivered to the treasurer of said city; the other copy of 
the land book and personal property book or books, the commissioner of 
the revenue shall forward to the auditor of public accounts. For failure to 
deliver said copies in the manner herein provided bv the first day of Oc- 
tober of each year, the commissioner of revenue shall be fined not less 
than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars, and the auditor of public 
accounts shall not pay him any compensation which may be due him, pay- 
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able out of the State treasury, for making out said books, but the auditor 
of public accounts may, for good cause, extend the time of delivery of 
said books not exceeding thirty-one days from said first day of October 
in any year. 

(The section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 
Sec. 521. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 
Seq. 522. Auditor to compare copies with books of preceding year; the 
copies to be his guide in settling with treasurers. — ^The Auditor shall ex- 
aimine and compare the copies received by him from the commissioner with 
the book of the next preceding year, and with the transcripts, abstracts, or 
statements from the records required to be furnished. He shall note all 
errors and omissions, and transmit a statement to the proper commissioner 
for the succeeding year. Said copies shall be a guide for the auditor in a 
settlement with the ofllcers charged with the collection of taxes; and shall 
be admitted as evidence in any proceeding against such officer on account 
of the taxes with which he is chargeable. 

Sec. 523. Commissioner may require receipts for copies. — The commis- 
sioner may require from the clerk, treasurer, and auditor, a receipt of the 
delivery of the said books to them, respectively. 

Sec. 524. Fees of commissioners. — Each commissioner shall be entitled 
to the following fees: For making an entry or assessment under section 
four hundred and sixty-eight of any parcel of land, one dollar for every such 
parcel, to be paid by the owner; for making an assessment when required by 
any owner of any part of the land under section four hundred and seventy- 
one, one dollar and seventy-five cents; the parties among whom the land 
is divided shall be jointly and severally liable, except where the commis- 
sioner's proceedings are confirmed by the court, in which case the party com- 
plaining shall pay the commissioner's fee, in addition to the cost incurred 
in consequence of the application to the court; for making an entry trans- 
ferring to one person lands before charged to another, one dollar, which 
shall be charged to the person to whom the transfer is made, and be a com- 
pensation for all tracts in the commissioner's county, district, or city con- 
veyed by the same deed; for an entry of land according to sections four 
hundred and seventy-five and four hundred and seventy-eight, one dollar, 
which shall be charged to the person for whom the entry is made. 

The said fees shall be in full for services, whether the same be for 
the benefit of the State or for the cities, counties, or towns of the State, 
and no city, town, or county shall pass any resolution or ordinance author- 
izing any commissioner to charge any other or additional compensation for 
these or similar services under any by-law or ordinance of such city or town, 
or resolution or order of such county. 

Sec. 525. (As amended by act approved February 18, 1915.) The 
transfer fees allowed by law to the commissioners of the revenue of the 
several counties and cities of the State shall be collected by the clerk of 
the court of record of said counties and cities at the time of recording deed 
or will; and provided, further, that in no case shall but one fee be charged, 
and in order to avoid any misconception of this act the fee shall be collected 
from the first vendee, and no additional fee for the transfer of any property 
on which said fee has been paid shall be collected during the fiscal year 
terminating on the thirty-first day of December of each year. The clerk at 
th€| time the commissioners of the revenue return to the clerk's office the 
land books, according to law, shall account to them for the fees so collected, 
deducting therefrom a commission of ten per centum for his services, except 
that the clerks of the corporation courts of the cities of Alexandria and 
Bristol, and the clerks of the circuit courts of Pulaski, Roanoke and Cul- 
peper counties, may deduct therefrom a commission of twenty-five per 
centum for their services: provided, however, that the provisions of this act 
shall not apply to the counties of Louisa, Madison, Oreene, Grayson, Alle- 
ghany, Caroline and Craig and the city of Clifton Forge. 

Sec. 526. (As amended by act approved March 22, 1916.) Every com- 
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missioner shall be entitled to receive in consideration of his service^ to be 
paid out of the treasury, upon the warrant of the Auditor! of Public 
Accounts a commission of three and one-half per centum on the amount of 
taxes lawfully assessed for the current year and for any and all prior years 
by him on persons, on real and personal property, income and sala- 
ries, within the preceding twelve months, but when the taxes assessed in 
any district exceed ten thousand dollars, the commission allowed on the 
excess shall be two and one-half per centum up to fifteen thousand dollars, 
and one and one-half per centum upon th'e amount in excess of fifteen thou- 
sand dollars, except in the cities in which the commission on said excess of 
fifteen thousand dollars shall be one per centum. 

Sec. 527. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Expense of 
express and postage by cominissioner of the revenue or clerk of court, how 
paid. — ^The Auditor of Public Accounts shall pay each commissioner of tlie 
revenue all expense for postage or express charges incurred by him in send- 
ing reports and the land and personal property books to the Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts and postage on correspondence with the Auditor of Public 
Accounts touching the duties of his office, upon a sworn and itemized state- 
ment out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The Auditor of Public Accounts shall pay the clerk of each court of 
record all postage charges incurred in mailing reports, papers, etc., to the 
Auditor of Public Accounts and on correspondence with the Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts touching the duties of his office, upon a sworn and itemized 
statement, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 528. When compensation withheld. — ^The compensation allowed to 
a commissioner shall not be paid unless he has punctually performed his 
duties in reference to the assessment of property and licenses, and has made 
all reports required within the time prescribed by law, or can show to the 
satisfaction of the Auditor a sufficient^ reason for his delay. In every such 
case the Auditor may settle with such commissioner for his services upon 
equitable principles. 

Sec. 529. Compensation for making books for preceding year. — ^Where, 
however, any commissioner lists the property and makes out books for a 
former year, such compensation may be allowed him, in addition to what 
he is entitled to for his services during the current year, as he would have 
received in a former year had he then been appointed and performed the 
duties of commissioner. 

Sec. 530. Compensation apportioned on death or removal of commis- 
sioner. — When one commissioner begins in any year, and dies, or is removed, 
before the services to be rendered by him in that year are fully performed, 
in consequence whereof another succeeds him, who completes the same, 
the sum to be paid for the whole services of the commissioners in that 
year shall be apportioned between them according to the services by them 
respectively performed. If, however, in consequence of any failure to 
deliver up books or papers which the former had, the latter has to pro- 
ceed to ta^e the list of taxable property, and do all that he would have 
to do in case there had been no previous commissioner for that year, he 
shall receive the whole compensation for the said year. 

Sec. 531. Books not to be altered after delivery to treasurer. — After the 
commissioner of the revenue shall have delivered a copy olj his land book 
or personal property bjaok to the county or city treasurer, no alteration 
shall be made in either by him affecting the taxes or levies of that year. 

Sec. 532. Commissioner to furnish lists of violations of revenue laws 
for inquiry by grand juries; if no violation, to make sworn statement of the 
fact; pay withheld until these duties performed. — It shall be the duty of 
every commissioner and deputy commissioner to file with the clerk of the 
circuit court of the county, or corporation court of the city, ten days prior 
to the impaneling of a regular grand jury foi^ such county or corporation, 
a list of all violations of the revenue laws committed by persons other than 
himself, showing the nature and character of each violation, together with 
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a list of the witnesses by whom it is expected to prove the offense. And it 
shall be the duty of the clerk forthwith, upon receipt of such list, to sumiiion 
to appear before the next grand jury to testify on behalf of thej Common- 
wealth the witnesses named in such list, and to deliver to the attorney for 
the Commonwealth for such court a copy of such list, and he shall also on 
the first day of the term of the court, deliver such list to the judge of the 
court,whose duty it shall be to give specially in charge to the grand jury 
all the violations of the revenue laws mentioned in such list. In case no 
violation shall have been discovered by said commissioner, or otherwise 
come to his knowledge, it shall be the duty of the commissioner to furnish a 
statement of the fact, verified by affidavit, to the court of the county or 
■corporation at which a regular grand jury is to be Impaneled. And the 
Auditor of Public Accounts shall not issue his warrant for the compensation 
<iue any commissioner, until such commissioner shall furnish a certificate 
from the court of his county or corporation that he has complied with the 
requirements of this section. It shall be the duty of the circuit court of ^ach 
•county and corporation court of each city spe<;>ally to charge the grand 
juries to inquire into all violations of the revenue laws of this State by the 
-commissioners of the revenue thereof. 

liicenses. 

Sec. 533. Licenses; to whom granted. — A license may be granted to 
any citizen of this State; to any person entitled to the privileges and im- 
munities of a citizen thereof; to any person residing in the State; to any 
^rm or company having a place of business in the State, and doing business 
thereat; to any corporation created by this State, or any of the United 
states, and to any other person on whom a license tax shall be specially 
imposed. 

Sec. 5.34. When a license is required; may be granted whenever tax 
Imposed; prepayment of a tax a condition precedent to issue of license. — 
IVhenever a license is specially required by law, and whenever the General 
Assembly shall levy a license taxi on any business, employment, or profes- 
sion, it shall be unlawful to engage in such business, employment, or profes- 
-sion, either with or without compensation, upon any agreement, expressed 
or implied, in all cases where such tax is imposed it shall be lawful to grant 
a license for the business, employment or profession so taxed ; and if the 
manner of granting a license shall not be prescribed by law the license may 
T)e granted according to the law which governs in similar cases, and subject 
-to such restrictions as pertain thereto; but no person shall be allowed the 
l)rivilege of selling throughout the State under one license, except by special 
provision of law; and in all cases the payment of the tax required shall be 
a condition precedent to the issue of such license. 

Sec. 535. How license applied for and granted; what constitutes a 
license. — EJvery person, corporation, company, firm, partnership, or associa- 
tion desiring to obtain a license to prosecute any business, employment, or 
profession shall make application therefor in writing to a commissioner of 
the revenue of the county or corporation wherein such business, employ- 
ment, or profession is proposed to be conducted, in which shall be stated 
the residence of the applicant, the nature of the business, employment, or 
profession, the place where it is proposed to be prosecuted, and the amount 
of tax prescribed by law, accompanied with the certificate of the treasurer 
-of such county or city that the amount of the tax in gold or silver coin, 
United States treasury notes, or national bank notes has been deposited with 
him by the applicant. Upon the receipt of such application the commis- 
sioner, if satisfied of its correctness, shall make and sign the following en- 
-^orsement thereon: **I find the within application in due form, and accom- 
panied with the certificate of the treasurer of the county (or corporation) 

that the sum of dollars in gold or silver coin. United States treasury 

-notes, or national bank notes has been deposited with him." The application, 
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so endorsed, shall be filed by the commissioner in his office, and a duplicate 
thereof delivered to the applicant. Such duplicate shall constitute a license 
to prosecute the business, employment, or profession therein named, unless 
it be a business for which a license can be granted only on the certificate 
of a court, in which case the applicant upon obtaining such certificate sliall 
be entitled to the license. 

When license may be issued quarterly or annually. 

Chap. 58. — AN ACT to amend an act approved February 22, 1890, as 
amended by an act approved March 3, 1896, to prescribe the mode of 
applying for and obtaining a license (other than a license for wh.icli 
the certificate of a court is required by law before it is granted), the 
tax on which, but for this act, would be $50.00 or more were it issued 
for the period of one year. Approved March 10, 1914. 

1. Be it enacted by 'the General Assembly of Virginia, That an act 
approved February twenty-second, eighteen hundred and ninety, as amended 
by an act approved March third, eighteen hundred and ninety-six, be 
amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

That a license (other than a license for which the certificate of a 
court is required by law before it can be granted), the tax on which, but 
for this act would be fifty dollars or more were it issued for the period of 
one year may be issued for the period of one year or less, and shall expire 
on the thirty-first day of July, the thirty-first day of October, or thirty-first 
day of January, or the thirtieth day of April, whichever shall happen first 
after it is issued, and the tax on such license shall be one-fourth of the tax 
required were the license issued for a year; provided, if the time between 
the date of the issuance of the license to the end of the quarter is less than 
three months, the tax thereon shall b6 abated proportionately to the amount 
chargeable for three months, unless the license is of such character that 
no abatement thereon is allowable. 

For issuing a license under the provisions of this section the commis- 
sioner of the revenue shall be entitled to a fee of fifty cents. 

2. Under this act licenses shall be granted and the tax paid as follows: 
Application for such licenses shall be made in writing to the commissioner 
of the revenue of the county or corporation wherein the business is to be 
conducted, in which shall be stated the name and residence of the applicant, 
the nature of the business, employment, or profession for the pursuit of 
which the license is required, the place where such business, employment, 
or profession is to be prosecuted, and the amount which, but for this act, 
would be tlie tax for such license were it issued for the period of one year, 
accompanied by the certificate of the treasurer of such county or corpora- 
tion that said amount has been deposited with him by the applicant in gold 
or silver coin. United States treasury notes or national bank notes. 

Upon receipt of such application, the commissioner of the revenue, if 
satisfied of its correctness, shall make and sign the following endorsement 
thereupon : 

"I find the within application in due form, and accompanied by the 
certificate of the treasurer (of the county or corporation) that the amount 

of dollars in gold or silver coin, United States treasury notes, or 

national bank notes has been deposited with him." 

The application, so endorsed, shall be filed by the commissioner of the 
revenue in his office, and a duplicate thereof delivered to the applicant shall 
constitute a license to prosecute the business, employment or profession 
therein named. 

Sec. 536. (Repealed by act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 537. (Repealed by act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 538. (Repealed by an act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 539. When and how Auditor may grant a license.^ — ^Whenever the 
Auditor of Public Accounts is authorized to grant a license, the application 
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may be to him, and in it all the matters shall be stated required to be 
stated in the application mentioned in section five hundred and thirty-five. 
The amount of tax in gold or silver coin, United States treasury notes, or 
national bank notes shall be paid into the treasury, and the Auditor shall 
thereupon make and sign the following endorsement: "I find the within 

application in due form, and the sum of dollars, in gold or silver 

coin. United States treasury notes, or national bank notes, has been paid 
into the treasury." The application, so endorsed, shall be filed by the 
Auditor in his office, and a duplicate thereof delivered to the applicant, 
which shall constitute a license to prosecute the business. 
Sec. 540. (Repealed by act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 541. (Repealed by act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 542. (Repealed by act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 543. (Repealed by act approved February 21, 1894.) 
Sec. 544. (Repealed by act approved March 18, 1915.) 
Sec. 545. Appeal from commissioner's valuation. — If the applicant be 
dissatisfied with the valuation of the commissioner, he may, within sixty 
days, appeal to the court of the county or corporation, whose judgment shall 
be final. 

Sec. 546. (As amended by act of March 12, 1908.) Individual and 
corporate names to be stated in license, but not of silent partners. — Where 
a license is granted to a company, firm or corporation, such license shall 
specify the individual names of the persons composing the company or firm 
or the name of the corporation, and if a corporation, whether domestic or 
foreign; and any person, firm or corporation exercising any of the privileges 
of the license not so named, identified or designated, shall be held to be 
transacting the business, employment or profession without a license; but 
this section shall not apply to any silent partner whom it might be lawful 
to include, nor any person who may be added to the firm after the granting 
of such license. 

Sec. 547. Effect of change in partners* or name of firm. — No change in 
the name of the firm, nor the taking in of a new partner, nor the withdrawal 
of one or more of the firm shall be considered as commencing business; but 
if any one or more of the partners remain in the firm the business shall be 
regarded as continuing; and .if they dissolve, and one or more of the part- 
ners continue business, any tax on the purchases, sales, or profits of the 
business which might otherwise be chargeable to the firm may be appor- 
tioned among them according to the justice of the case. 

Sec. 548. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) Commis- 
sioner shall propound interrogatories on oath to applicant for license. — As 
one of the means of ascertaining the amount of any license tax the com- 
missioner of the revenue shall propound interrogatories in the form pre- 
scribed and furnished the commissioner of the revenue by the auditor of 
public accounts, to each applicant and use such other evidence as he may 
procure. Such interrogatories shall be answered, under oath, and any ap- 
plicant refusing to answer such interrogatories under oath, shall be fined 
not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars for each offense. 

It shall thereupon be the duty of the commissioner of the revenue to 
ascertain and certify to the treasurer of the county or city upon the appli- 
cation for a license the amount of State license tax to be paid and when 
said tax has been paid to; the treasurer of the county or city, which fact 
shall be stated upon the application for a license, the commissioner of the 
revenue shall issue the license. The license issued a merchant shall be 
final unless it is afterwards ascertained, in the manner hereinafter provided, 
that the purchases reported by the merchant and upon which the coriimis- 
sioner ascertained the State license tax should be increased or decreased. 
For the purpose of ascertaining the full, complete and correct purchases of 
a merchant it shall be the duty of the commissioner of the revenue on the 
first day of January and the first day of July of each year after he has 
made out and returned the license reports in accordance with the require- 
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ments of section five hundred and fifty-six of the Code of Virginia, to lay 
before the local board of review the interrogatories of all merchants -which 
he is required by this section to procure, together with a list showing the 
names and places of business of all merchants in his district (including 
those who have not applied for a license as well as those who have applied) 
which list, with respect to merchants who haye applied for licenses, shall 
also show when the license begins, when the license ends, amount of pur- 
chases on which the State license tax was ascertained, and the amount of 
such tax which has been paid to the treasurer of the county or city, as 
shown upon the license. It shall thereupon immediately be the duty of the 
Iccpl board of review, having present the commissioner or commissioners 
of the revenue and the examiner of records for the county or city for which 
the board is appointed, to review the interrogatories and to make such in- 
vestigation and examination of the books, invoices, accounts, et cetera, of 
the merchants, or to cause the examiner of records to make such investiga- 
tion and examination thereof as is deemed necessary to ascertain the full, 
complete and correct purchases of any merchant, and it is hereby further 
made the duty of the examiner of recoi-ds upon his own account to make 
such investigation and examination for that purpose as he may deem 
proper; and the local board of review may summon, or the examiner of 
records may summon the merchant and any person whom it, or he, believea, 
or has reason to believe, can furnish information relative to the purchases 
of any merchant and any merchant or person so summoned failing to ap- 
pear and give testimony under oath shall be liable to a fine of not less than 
ten dollars and not more than one hundred dollars, and each day's refusal 
or failure to furnish the information or to testify shall constitute a separate 
offense and such fine may be recovered by presentment, indictment or infor- 
mation to be prosecuted by the attorney for the Commonwealth in the 
circuit court of a county or in the corporation or hustings court of a city, 
or in a circuit court of a city not having a corporation or hustings court. 

When the full, complete and correct purchases of the merchants have 
been ascertained in the manner herein provided it shall be the duty of the 
local board of review to make a report upon forms prescribed and furnished 
by the auditor of public accounts to the commissioner of the revenue, the 
county or city treasurer, and the auditor of public accounts. 

The commissioner of the revenue shall notify the merchants whose pur- 
chases hav6 been Increased and the commissioner shall upon the blank form 
prescribed and furnished by the auditor of public accounts assess the State 
license tax prescribed by law upon such Increase of purchases and he shall 
deliver the assessment to the county or city treasurer, retaining In his office 
a copy. It shall thereupon be the duty of the merchant to pay, and the 
duty of the treasurer to collect, the State license tax so assessed, the treas- 
urer receipting upon the assessment for said tax, and he shall deliver the 
assessment so receipted to the merchant, which receipted assessment, to- 
gether with the license already issued the merchant by the commissioner 
of the revenue, shall constitute the merchant's license. A merchant who 
falls or refuses to pay the State license tax assessed on increased purchases 
within fifteen days from the receipt of the notice required to be furnished 
him shall pay In addition to the State license tax a penalty of twenty per 
centum thereon, and It shall be the duty of the treasurer to Immediately 
levy and distrain upon any property of the merchant to collect the tax and 
penalty. 

The commissioner of the revenue within thirty days after the merchants 
have been notified of the Increase shall file report, upon forms furnished 
by the auditor of public accounts, with the auditor of public accounts and 
t^lth the clerk of the circuit court of the county if he be the commissioner 
of the revenue for a county or for, a district In a county, or with the clerk 
of the corporation or hustings court If he be the commissioner of a city 
having such a court, or with the clerk of the circuit court of a city If the 
city for which he Is commissioner has no corporation or hustings court. 
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and it shall be the duty of the auditor of public accounts to charge the 
treasurer of the county or city with the license taxes so reported. 

When the purchases of a merchant are decreased the local board of 
review shall deliver or mail a copy of its written order which order shall 
show the reason for the board's decision, the amount of decrease in pur- 
chases and the amount of State license tax to be refunded, to the merchant 
and to the auditor of public accounts and it shall thereupon be the duty 
of the auditor of public accounts to refund to the merchant out of any 
money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated the amount so ordered 
to be refunded when the merchant shall have forwarded to him, properly 
indorsed, the order issued the merchant by the board unless the auditor 
of public accounts is of the opinion the local board of review has erred in 
its decision in which event he shall notify the merchant and the board his 
reasons for the opinion that the board erred and he shall request tlie board 
to re-hear the matter and if the board refuse to re-hear, or upon the re-hear- 
ing, its decision is adverse to the Commonwealth, he may direct the attorney 
for the Commonwealth to appeal the matter to the circuit court of the 
county or hustings or corporation court of a city or to the circuit court of 
a city which has no corporation or hustings court and if the court's decision 
of th€\ matter is adverse to the Commonwealth then the auditor of public 
accounts may appeal the matter to the Supreme Court of Appeals. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916.) 

Sec. 549. (As amended by act approved March 12. 1908.) Every 
license shall designate place of business, and if a corporation, whether 
domestic or foreign. — ^Every license granting authority to engage in or 
exercise any business, employment or profession, unless expressly au- 
thorized elsewhere or otherwise, shall designate the place of such busi- 
ness, employment or profession at some specified house or other definite 
place within the district of the commissioner granting it, and also, if 
granted to a corporation, whether such corporation be domestic or for- 
eign, and if foreign, the date of the authority to transact business in 
this State issued by the State Corporation Commission. Engaging in 
or exercising any such license, business, employment, or profession else- 
where than at such house or definite place, unless expressly authorized 
elsewhere or otherwise by law, shall be held to be without license. A 
license which does not specify such house or definite place where business, 
employment or profession is limited thereto by law, or if granted to a 
foreign corporation, which fails to specify the date of the authority to 
transact business in this State, issued by the State Corporation Com- 
mission, shall be void. 

Sec. 550. (As amended by act approved .March 18, 1915.) To the 
members of what firms a separate license granted; persons engaged in 
more than one business to pay tax on each. — A separate license shall 
be granted to each member of a firm or company of attorneys at law, 
and dentists, and where the tax is estimated on the income from the 
professional business of a firm or company, if any part thereof is exempt 
from taxation, the exemption in favor of such firm or company shall 
apply to each member thereof. Where any incorporated company or 
person is engaged in more than one business which is made by the 
provisions of this chapter subject to taxation, such incorporated com- 
pany or person shall pay the tax provided by law on each branch of 
the business. 

Sec. 551. When double tax imposed; how collected; arrest of of- 
fender.-^If the commissioner ascertain that any person is continuing 
the business licensed for the next preceding year or any part thereof, 
without making application for a renewal of such license, or if he 
ascertain that any person has commenced any business, employment or 
profession for the prosecution of which a license is required, without 
making application to such commissioner for a license, he shall, in either 
«a8e, assess such person upon the best information he can obtain, in 
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the same manner he would have made the assessment if the applica- 
tion had been made to him; but the tax shall, in either case, be assessed 
by him at twice the amount which would otherwise have been imposed 
for a year on such business, employment or profession. Immediately 
after the commissioner shall have made his assessment under the pro- 
visions of this section, he shall deliver a certificate of such assessment to 
the treasurer, who shall thereupon have authority to make distress, 
and use all the remedies to collect the same that are now given for 
the collection of other taxes. When the tax shall be paid, and, if neces- 
sary, the court's approval of the license shall be procured, the person 
so assessed shall be deemed to be licensed, if he be authorized under any 
existing laws to obtain a license, but such payment shall not exempt such 
person or firm from prosecution who engages in any business, employ- 
ment, or profession without first obtaining a license as required by law. 
If the said treasurer be unable to find property sufficient to satisfy the 
taxes so assessed, and the same be not immediately paid, he shall arrest 
the person so assessed, and by his warrant commit him to jail until 
the payment is made, or until he enters into bond, with sufficient surety, 
in a penalty at least double the amount of the taxes so assessed, with 
condition for his appearance before the circuit court of his county, or 
circuit or corporation court of his corporation, to answer such action of 
debt, or for his appearance before the county or corporation court to 
answer such indictment or information as may be brought against him 
and to satisfy not only the fine imposed, but to pay the taxes assessed; 
and it shall be lawful for the court upon the trial of such action of debt, 
indictment, or information, to render judgment upon such bond for the 
fine imposed and the taxes which have been assessed. 

Sec. 552. Auditor may reform assessment of a license. — The auditor 
of public accounts shall,, for good cause shown, have full power to re- 
form any assessment of a license tax; and he may require a new obliga- 
tion, with additional surety, where such bond, with surety. Is required 
by law. He may appoint an agent to make such new assessment, and to 
take such bond; and upon such new assessment being made, the original 
assessment shall thereupon be set aside, and the license granted shall 
cease. The said auditor may pay to such agent, out of the treasury, a 
reasonable compensation, not exceeding the compensation allowed to a 
commissioner of the revenue for the assessment of property. 

Sec. 553. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) May 
deduct from pay of commissioner for assessing less than legal tax. — If a 
commissioner, in his list of licenses to be furnished the auditor of public 
accounts, charge or extend in any case a tax less than the law requires, 
the said auditor shall deduct the amount omitted to be charged or ex- 
tended from the compensation of such commissioner. 

Sec. 554. To whom license tax paid. — The tax on every license is- 
sued in pursuance of law shall, unless otherwise provided, be paid to 
the treasurer of the county or city wherein the license issued, or to his 
deputy. 

Sec. 555. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Com- 
missioner to attend terms of circuit courts next preceding first day of 
May, and March and April terms of corporation courts, to issue licenses; 
when licenses expire. — The commissioner of every county or district 
shall attend at the courthouse and remain during the first three days 
of the term of the circuit court of the county next preceding the first 
day of May; and commissioners in cities shall attend the sessions of the 
corporation courts in March and April to issue certificates of license in 
pursuance of the provisions of this chapter. All licenses shall expire 
on the thirtieth day of April, except licenses to theaters, public shows, 
exhibitions or other performances, and to bowling alleys and to billiard 
and bagatelle tables at watering places. Licenses to keepers of bowling' 
alleys, billiard tables or pool tables at watering places may terminate 



Digitized by 



Google 



Virginia: Tax Laws. 169 



on the thirtieth day of April or at the end of four months, whichever 
msLy happen first. If .granted for four months or less the tax thereon 
Blia,ll be fifty per centum of the annual tax. Licenses to theaters and 
pa.]ioramas shall be for one week or less. Licenses to public shows, ex- 
liil>itions or other performances shall be for twenty-four hours, unless 
tlie same be concluded in less time, and if so concluded the license shall 
cease. It shall be held to have expired whenever additional pay is 
exacted to return to the exhibition or performance in lieu of a check 
authorizing the holder to return without compensation. In those cases 
"wlierein the circuit or corporation courts are required to give a certifi- 
cate as a prerequisite to obtaining a license, or to give validity to a 
license, such certificate may be given at the 'March or April court next 
preceding the first day of May on which such license is to take effect. 
WTiere such license is not for the period of one year such court may, at 
tlie time, or before granting a license, give Buch certificate. If any 
license be granted for less than a year the tax thereon shall bear such 
proportion to the whole annual tax as the space of time between granting 
the same and the thirtieth of April bears to the whole year, unless other- 
"wise provided. 

•Sec. 556. (As amended by act approved iMarch 18, 1915.) When 
commissioners to return lists of licenses to auditor and clerks; what list 
to contain; auditor to furnish forms. — Every six months, to- wit, the 
first day of July and the thirty-first of December of each year the com- 
missioner shall return, on oath, to the auditor of public accounts and 
to clerk of the court of the county or corporation a fair classified list 
of all licenses granted by him within the last preceding six months, em- 
bracing all such licenses as were not contained in any preceding report; 
and if no licenses were issued he shall report the fact, on oath, at the 
time aforesaid. In each class of licenses the names of the persons li- 
censed shall also be arranged alphabetically, and such list shall specify 
the date of each license and the period for which said license is granted, 
for what it was granted, the name of the person, firm or company to 
whom granted, the amount of tax on the license, to whom paid, and 
if paid to the deputy of any county or city treasurer shall state also 
the name of his principal, and shall also show the data on which his 
calculations of the tax was made. It shall be the duty of the auditor 
of public accounts to furnish to each commissioner printed forms and 
oaths for authenticating such lists or reports as above indicated, and 
the commissioner shall make report according to such forms. Any 
/ commissioner failing to make such report at the time specified shall 
forfeit not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, and 
unless a reasonable excuse is given shall forfeit all compensation to be 
received from the treasury. 

Sec. 557. Lists of licenses to be evidenced to charge collecting offi- 
cer. — Any list of licenses signed and sworn to by the commissioner 
issuing the same, or, if he be dead, by his personal representative, wherein 
the amount of tax is stated, and to whom paid, shall be evidence to 
charge the collecting officer with the amount of such tax. 

Sec. 558. License a personal privilege. — ^Every license shall be 
held to confer personal privilege to transact the business, employment or 
profession which may be the subject of the license, and shall not be 
exercised except by the person, firm, company or corporation licensed, 
unless specially authorized by law to do so. 

Sec. 559. How license assignable, and so forth. — A license may be 
assigned to any person to whom it might have been originally granted, 
and in the event of the death of the licensee, the license may be as- 
signed by his personal representative in like manner, and with the like 
effect as might have been done by the licensee himself. If the license 
was obtained, or had its validity by reason of a certificate of any court, 
or if any oath or bond, the assignment shall not be valid without a 
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like certificate in favor of the assigned to any person to whom it might 
have been originally granted, and in original grant; and when assigned 
shall be a personal privilege to the assignee, and shall not be exercised 
by any person other than the assignee, unless otherwise authorized by 
law. 

Sec. 560. Licenses revocable by court. — Upon the motion of the 
attorney for the Commonwealth for the county or city, or of any other 
person, after ten days' notice to any person or firm licensed to sell 
liquors or any other thing, the granting of whose license was based upon, 
the certificate of a court, the court which granted the certificate may 
revoke the said license. When the license of any person is revoked, as 
aforesaid, the court shall give judgment against the said person for the 
cost of the proceedings, including a fee of five dollars to the attorney 
for the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 560-a. Auditor of public accounts to refund money in certain 
cases. — In any case where the town council of any town in this State 
shall be authorized to grant licenses to sell various spirituous or malt 
liquors after the applicant shall have been first licensed by the county 
or circuit court of the county in which the town is located, with discre- 
tion vested in said town council to grant the same or not, notwith- 
standing the app^cant shall have been licensed by the county or circuit 
court of said county in which said town is located, that the auditor of 
public accounts be, and he hereby is, authorized and directed to refund 
to any person who has been licensed by the county or circuit court- of 
any county in which said town is located to sell various spirituous or 
malt liquors, but who has been refused said license by the town council 
of said town by reason of the provisions of the charter of said town giving 
the right to the council of said town to refuse said license after the same 
had been granted to the applicant by the county or circuit court of the 
county in which said town is located, the amount paid by said applicant 
into the State treasury, upon a certificate of the judge of the court which 
granted said license, stating when said license was granted and the 
amount paid into the State treasury by said applicant; and further, 
that the applicant, from whom relief is sought, has produced before 
him satisfactory evidence of the fact that said applicant was not per- 
mitted to conduct said business under the license granted by said court 
by reason of the town council 'of said town refusing to grant the same. 
This act shall apply to any license granted by any court of this State 
since January first, nineteen hundred and three. 

Sec. 561. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) License 
may be altered when place of business changed. — ^When a person has 
obtained a license to carry on any business, employment or profession 
at any definite place in the commissioner's district or city, and desires 
to remove to any other place in the same county or city where his li- 
cense was granted, and wishes his license altered accordingly, the com- 
missioner who originally issued the license shall make such alteration, 
and shall notify the commissioner of the district into which the licensee 
may remove, of such alteration, except that when the license is for the 
sale of ardent spirits, such license shall only be changed by the court 
which granted the certificate. 

Sec. 562. Each day's continuance in business without license a 
separate offense. — 'If the law annexes a penalty for each or every violation 
of its provisions, or for each separate offense, it shall be lawful to hold 
that each day's continuance in the exercise of any business, employment 
or profession for which a license is required constitutes a separate of- 
fense. 

Sec. 563. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) The 
taxes assessed on licenses shall be accounted for and paid into the treas- 
ury by the county and city treasurers at the end of each month or when 
called upon by the auditor of public accounts to make payments thereof. 
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Failure of a treasurer to comply with the requirements of this law shall 
operate a forfeiture of his commission on license taxes. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Sec. 564. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) A li- 
cense shall not be construed to exempt from taxation the tangible prop- 
erty used in the licensed business nor the profits of income of such 
business. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Sec. 565. Fees of commissioners on licenses. — For every license 
granted by a commissioner under this chapter he shall receive a fee of 
seventy-five cents. He shall also receive a fee of fifty cents for a trans- 
fer of a license. All such fees shall be paid by the person obtaining the 
license or transfer, as the case may be, and such license or transfer may 
be withheld until the fees are paid. The commissioner shall, for the 
assessment of taxes on licenses, be allowed a commission of one per n 
cent, on the first five thousand dollars assessed by him, one-half of one 
per cent, on the excess over five thousand and under ten thousand dol- 
lars, and for the excess over ten thousand dollars he shall be allowed 
one-fourth of one per cent, on such excess, which commission shall be 
paid out of the treasury by warrant from the auditor of public accounts. 

Sec. 566. Treasurers to report violation of duty by commissioners; 
pay withheld until report made. — lEVery treasurer shall note and keep a 
memorandum of every omission or violation of duty of every commis- 
sioner of the revenue which he discovers, and shall report in writing, 
on oath, to thet Commonwealth's attorney, and to the auditor of public 
accounts, all such omissions and violations of duty. If none be discov- 
ered by him, he shall, in like manner, make report thereof. For a failure 
to make such report all commissions and other compensation allowed him 
for the collection of the taxes and other public dues shall be withheld 
until such report is made or the failure to make the same satisfactorily 
accounted for to the auditor. 

Erroneous assessments. 

Sec. 567. (As amended by act approved March 10, 1914.) Redress 
against erroneous assessments of taxes. — Any person assessed with taxes 
on land or other property, aggrieved by any such assessment, may, unless 
otherwise specifically provided by law, within two years from the first 
day of September of the year in which such assessment is made, and any 
person assessed with a license tax, aggrieved thereby, may, within one 
year after such assessment, apply for relief to the court in which the 
commissioner gave bond and qualified, or to which or to whose clerk such 
bond and the certificate of his qualification were returned; except, that 
wliere it is shown to the satisfaction of the court that there has been a 
doubly assessment of the same property In any case, one of which assess- 
ments is proper and the other erroneous, and that a proper single tax 
has been paid thereon, but that the erroneous tax has not been paid, the 
court may order that the applicant be exonerated from the payment of 
such erroneous assessments even though the application be not made 
within two years, as hereinbefore required. The attorney for the Com- 
monwealth shall defend the application, and no order made in favor of 
the applicant shall have any validity unless it is stated therein that such 
attorney did so defend; that the commissioner making the assessment, 
or his successor, was examined as a witness touching the application, and 
the facts proved to be certified. 

Sec. 568. When court may order assessment to be corrected and 
money refunded. — ^If the court be satisfied that the applicant is errone- 
ously assessed with any taxes, and that the erroneous assessment was 
not caused by the failure or refusal of the applicant to furnish a list of 
his property, real and personal, to the commissioner, on oath, as the law 
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requires; or that the applicant is erroneously charged with a license tax, 
and that the erroneous assessment was not caused by the failure or "Re- 
fusal of the applicant to furnish the commissioner, on oath, with the nec- 
essary information, as required by law, in either case the court may 
order that the assessment be corrected. If the assessment exceeds the 
proper amount, the court may order that the applicant be exonerated 
from the payment of so much as is erroneously charged, if not already 
paid, and if paid, that it be refunded to him. If the assessment be less 
than the proper amount, the court shall order that the applicant pay 
the proper taxes. A copy of any order made under this section correct- 
ing an erroneous assessment shall be certified by the court to the auditor 
of public accounts and the treasurer of the State. 

Chap. 514. — A'S ACT to provide a remedy for the correction and redress 
of erroneous assessments of property for taxation in cases not already 
provided for by law. Approved December 31, 1903. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That in any 
case where any person or corporation is aggrieved by any assessment of 
his or its real or personal property, for the correction and redress of 
which no remedy has been heretofore expressly provided by law, such 
person or corporation may obtain redress in the following manner and 
upon the following conditions: 

(a) If such assessment was heretofore made of personal property 
by a commissioner of the revenue at any time prior to .February first, 
nineteen hundred and two, then the application may be made at any 
time before July first, nineteen hundred and four, in the court, and relief 
shall be given in the manner and upon the terms and with the effect 
prescribed in sections five hundred and sixty-seven and five hundred and 
sixty-eight of the Code of Virginia, as amended by an act passed at the 
present session of this General Assembly, with right of appeal and super- 
sedeas to the "State as provided in section five hundred and seventy-three 
of the Code, and the act amendatory thereof. 

(b) If such assessment has been made, or shall be hereafter made, 
by the -State Corporation Commission, of the real or personal property or 
of the franchises of any corporation in any case for which a remedy for 
the redress and correction of any such assessment is not now expressly 
provided by law, any such corporation, or the State, or any county or 
city, at the instance of the attorney general for the State, and of the 
Commonwealth's attorney for any county or city aggrieved, may, at any 
time within sixty days from the passage of this act, or if the assessment 
complained of shall be hereafter made within sii^ty days after receiving 
a certified copy of the assessment and ascertainment of such taxes by the 
State Corporation Commission, apply to the Supreme Court of Appeals in 
the manner and upon the terms prescribed by said court. 

2. This act shall be in force from .its passage. 

Sec. 569. Treasurer restrained from collecting; how money re- 
funded. — An order of exoneration made as aforesaid, when delivered to 
the treasurer, 'shall restrain him from collecting so much as is thus er- 
roneously charged; or if the same has already been collected, shall compel 
him to refund the money, if such officer has not already paid it into the 
treasury; and either way, when properly indorsed by the applicant, it 
shall be a sufficient voucher to entitle the officer to a credit for so much 
in his settlement with the auditor of public accounts; provided, that no 
such order of exoneration or order refunding money, shall be granted 
unless the application be made within the time as prescribed by section 
^ve hundred and sixty-eight of the Code. 

Sec. 570. If paid into treasury, how refunded. — If what was so 
erroneously charged has been paid into the treasury, the order of the 
court shall entitle the claimant to a warrant on the treasury for the 
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amount thereof, provided application for the same be made to the 
auditor of public accounts within one year after the date of such order. 
Sec. 571. (As amended by act approved March 10, 1914.) Redress 
against erroneous assessment of levies and local taxes. — Any person 
assessed with county or city levies and other local taxes, on lands or 
other property, aggrieved by any such assessment, may, unless otherwise 
specifically provided by law, within two years from the first day of Sep- 
tember of the year in which such assessment is made, apply for relief to 
"the circuit or corporation court of the county or city wherein such assess- 
ment was made; and thereupon the court shall order that he be exoner- 
ated from the payment of so much as is improperly assessed, if not 
already paid, and if paid, that it be refunded to him by the treasurer, 
-who shall have credit for the same in his settlement; except, that where 
it is shown to the satisfaction of the court that there has been a double 
assessment of the same property in any case, one of which assessments 
is proper and the other erroneous, and that a proper single tax has been 
paid thereon, but that the erroneous tax has not been paid, the court 
may order that the applicant be exonerated from the payment of such 
erroneous assessments, even though the application be not made within 
two years as hereinbefore required. 

Sec. 572. When court may render judgment against commissioner 
for costs; when relief refused. — If the court shall be of opinion that the 
e.rror asked to be corrected was caused by the neglect or carelessness of 
the commissioner, it may render judgment against him for the costs. 
If the error was caused by the failure or refusal of the applicant to 
furnish the commissioner with a proper description, exhibition or lists, 
or with the necessary information, as required by law, the court shall 
refuse relief. 

Sec. 573. Appeal and supersedeas allowed the State; proceedings 
in. — If from the statements of the facts or other evidence the auditor 
of public accounts shall be of opinion that the order of the court grant- 
ing the redress is erroneous, he may, within one year froin the time 
such order is made, file a petition for a rehearing of such application; 
said petition may be filed in said court or with the judge thereof in vaca- 
tion, and shall be in the name of the Commonwealth, and in the filing 
of the same shall operate as a supersedeas, and the matter shall there- 
upon be reheard in said court and witnesses examined in the same man- 
ner as if no previous hearing had been had. The petition shall be pre- 
sented and the hearing conducted by the attorney for the Commonwealth 
of the county or corporation. 

At the hearing the court shall make such order thereon as may be 
proper. And should the order of the court be against the Commonwealth, 
the auditor of public accounts may take an appeal to the Supreme Court 
of Appeals, and a supersedeas may be granted in such case in the same 
manner as now provided by law in cases other than cases of appeal of 
right. No costs shall be adjudged against the Commonwealth on the 
appeal, but costs may, In the discretion of the court, be awarded against 
the commissioner of the revenue who made the assessment, if the same 
be erroneous. 

Sec. 573-a. Correction of erroneous assessments in cases not al- 
ready provided for. — In any case where any person or corporation is ag- 
grieved by any assessment of his or its real or personal property, for the 
correction and redress of which no remedy has been heretofore expressly 
provided by law, such person or corporation may obtain redress in the 
following manner and upon the following conditions: 

(a) If such assessment was heretofore made of personal property 
by a commissioner of the revenue at any time prior to February first, 
nineteen hundred and two, then the application may be made at any 
time before July first, nineteen hundred and four, in the court, and re- 
lief shall be given in the manner and upon the terms and with the effect 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 Virginia: Tax Laws. 



prescribed in sections five hundred and sixty-seven and five hundred an<i 
sixty-eight of the Gode of Virginia, as amended by an act passed at the 
present session of this <3«neral Assembly, with right of appeal and super- 
sedeas to the State as provided in section five hundred and seventy-three- 
of the Code and the act amendatory thereof. 

(b) If such assessment has been made, or shall be hereafter made^ 
by the State Corporation Commission, of the real or personal property or 
of the franchises or any corporation in any case for which a remedy for 
the redress and correction of any such assessment is not now expressly 
provided by law, any such corporation, or the State, or any county or 
city, at the instance of the attorney general for the State, and of the 
Commonwealth's attorney for any county or city aggrieved, may, at any 
time within sixty days from the passage of this act, or if the assessment 
complained of shall be hereafter made within sixty days after receiving 
a certified copy of the assessment and ascertainment of such taxes by the 
State Corporation Commission, apply to the Supreme Court of Appeals 
in the manner and upon the terms prescribed by said court. 

Penalties; suits and prosecutions. 

Sec. 574. Penalties for violation of the revenue laws. — Any person 
who engages in or exercises any business employment or profession with- 
out a license, if a license be required by law, or in any manner violates 
the license or revenue laws of this State, if no specific fine is imposed 
for such violation, shall pay a fine of not less than thirty nor more than 
one thousand dollars for each offense. 

Sec. 575. How recoverable. — The penalties prescribed in this chap- 
ter may be recoverable by action of debt, presentment, indictment, or in- 
formation. 

Sec. 576. How and when action of debt brought; pleadings; arrest 
of defendant; may give bond; where bond filed. — 'Such action of debt 
may be brought in the name of the Commonwealth, either in the county 
or corporation wherein the offense was committed, or wherein the offender 
resides or may be found; and such action may be in the circuit court of 
the county or the circuit or corporation court of the corporation, and 
may be instituted at any time within five years after the offense was 
committed, and shall be for the maximum penalty prescribed, and for 
each violation of any of the provisions contained in this chapter. In 
such action bail may be required as a matter of right, and, if deemed 
necessary, an attachment may issue without the affidavit and bond re- 
quired in other cases. A declaration shall be filed, but no orders or 
pleadings at rules shall be necessary, and no exception shall be allowed 
to the declaration for want of form. If the offense be not sufficiently 
stated, the court shall require, under such rules as it may adopt, at any 
time before a verdict is rendered thereon, a full and explicit statement of 
the same. In all such proceedings the court shall render judgment ac- 
cording to the very right of the case. If the defendant be arrested and 
in custody for want of bail, he may at the time of the arrest or any 
time before a judgment be rendered in the action, give bond with suffi- 
cient surety to the officer making the arrest, or to the clerk of the court 
wherein the action was instituted, payable to the Commonwealth, in a 
penalty equal to the penalty sued for, and with conditions for the appear- 
ance of the party to answer the action, and to abide by and satisfy the 
judgment of the court. Upon the execution of such bond the defendant 
shall be discharged from custody. The bond shall be returned to and 
filed by the clerk with the papers in the suit. 

Sec. 577. Presentment, indictment, or information; process there- 
on; attorney's fee; no officer to receive fees out of treasury; taxation of 
costs; limitation to prosecutions. — Upon any presentment made, indict- 
ment found, or information filed in a prosecution under the revenue laws. 
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th.e court may award a capias or other legal process against the de- 
fendant, returnable to the same or the next term of the court. In all 
actions of debt, or prosecutions foi^any violation of the revenue laws, 
tlie attorney for the Commonwealth, in case there be a judgment for 
tlie Commonwealth, shall be entitled to a fee of ten dollars, to be taxed 
in the bill of costs and paid by the defendant. No attorney or officer 
shall be entitled to the payment of any fees out of the treasury for ser- 
vices rendered in any proceedings authorized by this chapter. In all 
judgments rendered in behalf of the Commonwealth in any suit or prose- 
cution under the revenue laws, the clerk, among other costs, shall tax 
a,sainst the defendant the sum of five dollars as the expenses of the jury, 
-w^liich the clerk shall, with the fine, certify to the auditor of public ac- 
counts, and said costs shall be paid into the public treasury to the credit 
of the Commonwealth; provided, that no such expenses of the jury shall 
1t>e taxed unless jurors be entitled by law to receive compensation for 
tlieir services. Two years shall be allowed to institute any criminal 
prosecution for a violation of the revenue laws. 

Sec. 578. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1915.) Crand 
juries to examine books of assessment; fraudulent returns; when and 
liow books corrected; when offender prosecuted; punishments. — It shall 
be the duty of the judges of the circuit and corporation courts, at the 
term next succeeding the return by the commissioners of their several 
books of assessments, if they shall deem it advisable, to charge the 
grand juries empaneled by them to examine said book^ of assessment, 
and whenever the grand juries shall think that there is probable cause to 
believe that any person has made a false or fraudulent return of his 
taxable property to the commissioner, they shall thereupon summon the 
person suspected of making such a false or fraudulent return, to give 
such explanation as he may desire, and if, on full examination and inter- 
rogation of said person, or the examination of such witnesses as they 
may choose to summon, they shall believe that such false return was made 
by him through ignorance or mistake, and with no fraudulent purpose; 
he may be allowed to correct the same on said books, which correction 
shall be certified by the commissioner to the auditor of public accounts; 
but if they believe that said false return was made with a fraudulent pur- 
pose to evade the revenue laws, they shall proceed to find an Indictment 
against him, and if on a trial of the same the defendant be found guilty 
he shall be fined in a sum equal to double the amount of the taxes with 
which he is properly chargeable, and be confined in jail at the dis- 
cretion of the jury. 

Sec. 716. Auditor to be informed of violations of revenue laws. — 
Every commissioner of the revenue shall give information to the auditor 
of public accounts of any violation in his county or corporation of any 
law in relation to the public revenue. And every sheriff or collector 
shall give information to the auditor of any violation of duty by any com- 
missioner of the revenue for his county or corporation. 

Sec. 817. Appointment of deputies; their powers; how removed. — 
The treasurer of any county or city, the sheriff of any county, the sheriff 
or sergeant of any city, any commissioner of the revenue, and any county 
surveyor, with the consent of the circuit court of his county or corpo- 
ration court of his corporation, any county clerk, the clerk of any circuit 
or city court, with the consent of the court of which he is clerk, or in 
any case with the consent of the judge of the court in vacation (the said 
consent in vacation being given in writing), may appoint one or more 
deputies, who may discharge any of the official duties of their principal 
during his continuance in office, unless it be some duty the performance 
of which by a deputy is expressly forbidden by law. The order of ap- 
pointment shall be entered on the minute book of such court, whether 
made in term time or in vacation. Any such deputy before entering upon 
the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe the oath now provided 
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for county officers, which oaths shall be filed with the clerk of the court 
by whose assent he has been appointed, and such clerk shall properly 
label and file all such oaths in his office for preservation. Any such, 
deputy may be removed from office either by his principal or by the 
court, or by the judge in vacation. 

Sec. 1514. Assessment of school taxes; district taxes to be kept 
separate; duty of auditor as to land and property books. (As amended by 
act approved March 14, 1908.) — All taxes imposed for public free school 
purposes, whether by the State or by or for any county, or by or for 
any school district, shall be assessed at the same time and in the same 
manner as are State and county taxes for ordinary purposes; and in any 
county or district where such tax has been levied by the board of super- 
visors of the county it shall be the duty of the commissioners of the reve- 
nue therein to extend such tax in the copies of their land and property 
books which they return to the treasurer of the county. Where two or 
more school districts are included in the same commissioners* district 
it shall be his duty, when he extends the school tax in his land and 
property books, to keep separate the tax for each school district, indi- 
cating by name or number the district wherein the property is taxed. It 
shall be the duty of the auditor of public accounts to have the land and 
property books prepared with three columns, one for entering the county 
school levies, one for entering the district school levies, and the third 
for entering the name or number of the school district wherein the prop- 
erty is taxed. The said land and property books shall be so ruled as to 
provide for the proper assessing of all local school taxes, including those 
on property, et cetera, not assessed with States taxes. 

Sec. 2374. Report of commissioner of revenue to escheator. — Each 
commissioner of the revenue shall annually, in May, furnish to the 
escheator of his county or corporation a list of all lands within his dis- 
trict of which any person shall have died seized of an estate of in- 
heritance intestate, and without any known heir, or to which no person is 
known by him to be entitled; but no land shall be liable to escheat 
which for twenty years has been in the actual possession of the person 
claiming the same, or those under whom he holds, and upon which taxes 
have been paid within that time. 

Sec. 3988. Commissioners, sheriffs, constables, etc., to give infor- 
mation of violation of penal laws to attorneys for the Commonwealth. — 
Every commissioner of the revenue, sheriff, constable or other officer 
shall give information of the violation of any penal law to the attorney 
for the Commonwealth, who shall forthwith institute and prosecute all 
necessary and proper proceedings in such case, whether in the name of 
the Commonwealth or of a county or corporation; and may in such case 
issue, or cause to be issued, a summons for any witness he mav deem 
material, to give evidence before the court or grand jury. It shall, how- 
ever, be unlawful for any attorney for the Commonwealth to go before 
any grand jury during their deliberations except when duly sworn to 
testify as a witness, but he may advise the foreman of the grand jury 
or any member or members thereof in relation to the discharge of their 
duties. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS OP THE CODE. 

Prescribing duties of county and city treasurers relative to the collecticMi 

of taxes, etc. 

Sec. 602. Treasurers to collect and pay over taxes and levies. — 
Each county and city treasurer shall receive the State revenue and the 
county and city levies, and account for and pay over the same in the 
manner provided by law. 

Sec. 603. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) Each 
treasurer shall commence to receive the State taxes and county and city 
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levies as soon as he receives copies of the commissioners' books, and 
continue to receive the same up to and including the first day of Decem- 
ber of each year; and for this purpose each county treasurer shall adver- 
tise for at least ten days at the courthouse and at the voting places in 
the magisterial districts, in such manner as may be necessary to give 
general publicity thereto, upon what day or days he will be at some con- 
venient public places in each magisterial district to receive taxes and 
levies and shall, at the time specified, go to the places so designated and 
remain there one day or more, at his discretion, for the purpose ol 
receiving^ the State taxes and county levies, and shall receive the same, 
and so forth. Any person failing to pay any State taxes or county and 
city levies to the treasurer on or before the first day of December shall 
incur a penalty thereon of five per centum, which shall be added to the 
amount of taxes or levies due from such taxpayer, which, when collected 
by the treasurer, shall be accounted for in his settlements. 

It shall be the duty of the treasurer, after the first day of December 
to call upon each person chargeable with taxes and levies who has not 
paid the same prior to that time, or upon the agent, if any, of such 
person resident within the county or corporation for payment thereof; 
and upon failure or refusal of such person or agent to pay the same he 
shall proceed to collect them by distress or otherwise; provided, that 
should it come to the knowledge of the treasurer that any such person 
or persons owing such taxes or levies is moving or contemplates moving 
from the county or corporation prior to the first day of December, he 
shall have power to collect the same by distress or otherwise at any 
time after such said bills shall have come into his hands; provided, fur- 
ther, that it shall not be necessary for the treasurer of the county of 
Henrico to designate or to go to any place other than the county court- 
house in the city of Richmond in order to receive the taxes and levies 
to be paid to such treasurer. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 
Sec. 604. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) Each 
treasurer shall, on the first day of January of each year, make up a state- 
ment of all State taxes collected by him on or before December first next 
preceding, verify the statement by affidavit, and forward it to the auditor 
of public accounts within fifteen days. On or before the fifteenth day 
of June of each year he shall make his final settlement with the auditor 
of public accounts, furnishing a statement of all moneys collected by 
him on account of taxes and penalties since his last settlement with the 
auditor, and also lists of insolvents and delinquents at the time and in 
the mode prescribed in the following section. The auditor of public ac- 
counts may call upon any county or city treasurer, at any time he thinks 
proper, to pay into the State treasury any and all money in his hands 
belonging to the Commonwealth, and such treasurer shall, within five days 
from the receipt of such call, make the payment. If any treasurer fail 
to make any statement or payment required by this section, within the 
time prescribed, he shall forfeit his commissions; provided, that the 
treasurer of each of the cities of Richmond, Petersburg, Norfolk, and 
Lynchburg shall render statement of collections on Monday of each week, 
and, at the same time pay into the treasury the amount shown by such 
statement to be due: and if any treasurer fail at any time to render the 
statements and make the payments, such failure shall be deemed a suffi-* 
cient cause for his removal from office under the provisions of section 
eight hundred and twenty-one of the Code of Virginia. 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 
Sec. 752. How moneys paid into State treasury. — ^AU moneys to be 
paid into the treasury of this State shall be paid by the person liable 
to pay the same to one of the depositaries provided for in the follow- 
ing section in the following manner: A warrant shall be obtained from 
the auditor of public accounts or the second auditor, as the case may 
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be, directing the treasurer to receive the sum to be paid; the treasurer 
shall, by his order upon the said warrant, require the said depositary 
or the proper officer of the same to receive the sum therein mentioned; ' 
and upon receiving the same, the said depositary or officer shall give 
a certificate on the same warrant that the said sum has been paid to 
said depositary to the credit of the treasurer. Upon the return of the 
warrant, order, and certificate, the treasucer shall give a receipt for the 
sum so paid; and upon the same being delivered to the auditor who 
issued the warrant, he shall grant a receipt therefor. 

Sec. 757. Moneys may be paid into treasury by certified check, etc. 
— Any public officer or other person having to pay money into the treas- 
ury may make such payment by delivering to the auditor of public 
accounts a certificate of deposit, or a certified check drawn, or endorsed 
payable to the treasurer of Virginia, or his order, on some bank in this 
State, or in the cities of Baltimore and New York, or a draft drawn 
by some bank in this 'State, or in the cities of Baltimore or New York, 
on some other bank of this State, or of the cities of Baltimore or J^ew 
York. Immediately upon the receipt of any such certificate of deposit, 
check, or draft, the auditor shall cause the amount of the same, with 
a sufficient description thereof, to be entered to the credit of the person 
indebted; and should any check, draft, or certificate of deposit not be 
paid on presentation, the amount thereof, with all cost, shall be charged 
to the person to whose credit it was placed, and his liability and that 
of his sureties, except the additional liability for costs, shall be as if he 
had never offered any such check, draft, or certificate of deposit. 

'(Bank meant is a State or National Bank. Checks on private bank- 
ers cannot be accepted). 

Sec. 604-a. Auditor of public accounts to make a statement an- 
nually, showing treasurers who are in arrears; manner in which the 
same shall be made public. — 'Whereas during every session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly it is developed that some of the county or city treasurers 
are in arrears to the State on accpunt of collection of taxes, thereby 
depriving the Commonwealth of its just dues which should be promptly 
turned into her coffers; and 

Whereas, it is right and proper that the sureties of all such treas- 
urers, as well as the tax-payers of the State, should be apprised of the 
true facts in connection therewith; therefore. 

The auditor of public accounts be, and he is, hereby required to have 
made from the books in his office, annually, at the end of the fiscal 
year, commencing with the thirtieth day of September, eighteen hundred 
and ninety-six, a statement showing the condition of the accounts of 
every county or city treasurer of the Commonwealth who is in arrears 
to the State in his collections therefor, giving the year of such delin- 
quency; and it shall be the duty of the said auditor to transmit, within 
thirty days thereafter, a copy of such statement to the clerk of each 
county or city wherein such treasurer resides or holds his office, respec- 
tively, and it shall be the duty of every such clerk to make a copy of the 
same without delay and post upon the front door of his courthouse, and 
place the original on file in his office where it may be conveniently exam- 
ined by any taxpayer so desiring, and he shall allow any newspaper de- 
siring to publish the same, to make a copy of it. 

Sec. 866-a. The suspension of treasurers of counties and cities in 
certain cases. — The governor shall have power to suspend the treasurer 
of any county or city of this Commonwealth or other officers charged 
with the collection of the public revenues of the State, from collecting the 
revenues of the State for such county or city, for failure to execute 
and perform the duties required of such officer under the laws and 
statutes of the Commonwealth with reference to the collection of the 
State revenues; and said officer shall not collect any further, the State 
revenues, unless the General Assembly, by joint resolution, restore him 
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to office. And the collection of the State revenue in such city or county 
shall be made by the person appointed by the governor for that pur- 
pose, and such appointee, after having qualified and given bond accord- 
ing to law, shall discharge all the duties of his office to which he is ap- 
pointed during the time of the suspension of his predecessor, and shall 
be amenable to all the rules, regulations, requirements and responsibil- 
ities declared by the laws of this State pertaining to the collection of the 
State revenue. 

■Chap. 335. — AN ACT to amend and re-enact chapter 1140 of Acts of 
Assembly, session 1899-1900, entitled an act to authorize and em- 
power the county and corporation courts of the Commonwealth to 
suspend any treasurer of any county or city, whenever it shall ap- 
pear from the report of the auditor of public accounts, the board 
of supervisors, or otherwise, the said treasurer, clerk, or other 
officer has failed to make settlement or pay over the amount found 
by such auditor, board of supervisors, etc., to be due from such 
treasurer, clerk, or other officer, as the law directs; and to author- 
ize and empower said court, or the judge thereof in vacation, to 
appoint some person to discharge the duties of such treasurer, clerk, 
or other officer until settlement and payment aforesaid, is made, 
approved March 7, 1900. Approved December 3, 1903. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That chap- 
ter eleven hundred and forty of Acts of Assembly, session eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-nine and nineteen hundred, entitled "an act to author- 
ize and empower the county and corporation courts of the Commonwealth 
to suspend any treasurer of any county or city, whenever it shall appear 
from the report of the auditor or public accounts, the board of super- 
visors, or otherwise, the said treasurer, clerk, or other officer has failed 
to make settlement or pay over the amount found by such auditor, beard 
of supervisors, and so forth, to be due from such treasurer, clerk, or 
other officer, as the law directs; and to authorize and empower said 
court, or the judge thereof in vacation, to appoint some person to dis- 
charge the duties of such treasurer, clerk, or other officer, until settle- 
ment and payment aforesaid is made," approved March seven, nineteen 
liuncired, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

1. The auditor of public accounts shall annually, on the fifteenth 
day of August, report to the judge of each circuit and city court of 
record, and the Commonwealth's attorney of each county and city of the 
State, whether the treasurers of said counties and cities have settled 
for and paid in full the funds due by them to the Commonwealth, and 
If not paid, then said auditor shall report the amounts respectively due 
and owing by said treasurers. 

2. The auditor of public accounts shall likewise report to said 
judge and Commonwealth's attorneys any clerk or other officer who 
lias failed for thirty days to report and pay over, as required by law, 
any money due by them, respectively, to the Commonwealth. 

3. If it shall appear that any treasurer as aforesaid, has failed or 
refused to settle for or pay over, as required by law, any funds due or 
owing by him to the Commonwealth, then the said court shall suspend 
such treasurer until he shall make settlement and payment in full of the 
funds due by him as such treasurer to the Commonwealth, and said 
court, or the judge thereof in vacation, may, if deemed necessary, appoint 
some suitable person to discharge the duties of such treasurer until 
settlement and payment as aforesaid. The person so appointed shall 
give bond and qualify, as treasurers are now required by law to do; 
l)ut before the said court shall suspend such officer the said court, or 
judge thereof in vacation, shall issue a rule against said officer, return- 
able after not less than ten days' notice to the first day of the next term 
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of said court, to show cause, if any he can, why the court should not 
suspend him as aforesaid. 

4. If it appear that any clerk or other officer of any court of any 
county or city, charged with the collection of public moneys, has failed 
for thirty days to report and pay over, as required by law, to the auditor 
or any proper person authorized by law to receive the same, any funds 
collected by such clerk or other officer, then said court shall in like man- 
ner and after service of rule, as prescribed by section three of this act, 
suspend said clerk or other officer until such settlement and payment 
have been made by such clerk or other officer; and if said court, or the 
judge thereof in vacation, deem it necessary, it shall appoint some com- 
petent person in like manner to discharge the duties of such clerk or 
other officer until settlement and payment as aforesaid. 

5. The treasurers of the several counties of this State shall settle 
with the. board of supervisors and school boards by the first day of Octo- 
ber of each year, and shall, on said first of October, exhibit to said judge 
and Commonwealth's attorney the cash to balance their accounts, if any 
is due, with the county levy and the county school fund. If any treas- 
urer fail to produce said cash to balance his said account, then said court 
shall, after service of rule as prescribed by section three of this act, sus- 
pend said treasurer, and appoint some competent person to discharge his 
duties, as provided in section three of this act. 

2. This act shall be in force on and after February first, nineteen 
hundred and four. 

Sec. 605. Treasurers to return lists of uncollectible taxes and de- 
linquents. — ^The treasurer, after ascertaining which of the taxes and 
levies assessed in his county or city cannot be collected, shall, not later 
than the first day of July in each year, make out lists of three classes — 
.to-wit: First, a list of property on the commissioner's land book im- 
properly placed thereon or not ascertainable, with the amount of taxes 
an* levies charged on such property; secondly, a list of other real estate 
which is delinquent for the non-payment of the taxes and levies thereon; 
and thirdly, a list of such of the taxes and levies so assessed, other than 
on real estate as he is unable to collect, except that in the counties of 
Accomac and Northampton it shall be lawful for the treasurers of said 
counties to make such lists at any time prior to the first day of December 
of any year. 

Sec. 606. Forms of lists; oath. — The lists mentioned in the pre- 
ceding section shall be in such form as the auditor of public accounts 
directs. 

And the treasurer returning such list shall, at the foot thereof, 
subscribe the following oath: 

"I, treasurer (or deputy treasurer) of the county (or 

city) of , do swear that the foregoing list is, I verily believe, 

correct and just; that I have received no part of the taxes or levies for 
which the real estate therein mentioned ' is returned delinquent; that 
there is no timber on any of the respective tracts of land which might 
have been sold for said taxes; that I have endeavored to rent out the 
respective tracts and lots of land publicly after due advertisement, and 
failing in that, privately, as required by law, and have been unable to 
do so; that there was and is no tenant upon any of the respective lots 
and tracts of land from whom said taxes could or can be collected; and 
that I have otherwise used due diligence to find property within my 
county or city liable to distress for said taxes or levies, and have found 
none." 

Sec. 607. Lists to be verified by oath; copy of third list to be- 
posted. — The lists mentioned "first" and "thirdly" in section six hundred 
and five shall each of them be verified by the oath of the treasurer and 
each of his deputies, to the effect that they verily believe no part of the 
taxes or levies embraced in such lists has been or could have been col- 
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lected by them; and a copy o£ that "thirdly" mentioned shall be posted 
at the front door of the courthouse of the county or city on a court day 
during the term next preceding the time at which the list may be pre- 
sented to the court and judge under the following sections. 

Sec. 608. (As amended by act approved March 25, 1914.) Court 
to examine and correct lists, after being examined and approved by com- 
missioners, supervisors, and examiners of records; copies to be certified 
to Auditor of Public Accounts; copy of first list to be certified to com- 
missioner; original list and tickets to be preserved by clerk; delinquent 
capitation taxes and delinquent personal property taxes and levies, to be 
received by clerk; his report, settlement, et cetera. — Each of the three 
lists shall be presented to and be examined by the circuit court of the 
county, or the judge thereof in vacation, or by the corporation or hustings 
court of the city, or the judge thereof in vacation. The court or judge 
being satisfied of the correctness of said lists, and that the taxes and 
levies are correctly extended, or having corrected them, if erroneous, 
sball direct the clerk to certify copies thereof to be furnished him by the 
treasurer to the auditor of public accounts, and a copy of the list first men- 
tioned to the commissioner of the revenue, who shall correct his books 
accordingly; but said lists shall not be presented to the court or judge 
nor allowed unless they have first been submitted to the commissioner of 
the revenue for the county, district or city to which they relate, or, in the 
case of his death, to some other commissioner, if any there be, and are 
accompanied by the written opinion of such commissioner touching the 
propriety of such lists and each case therein contained, verified by his 
oath, and shall also have been submitted, in case of a county treasurer, 
to the board of supervisors of said county, and are accompanied by the 
certificates of said board touching the propriety of such lists and each 
case therein contained. And where the assessment has been made on 
the report of the examiner of records, the said list shall not be presented 
to the court or judge nor allowed unless they have been first submitted 
to the examiner of records of the county, district, or city to which they 
relate, or in case of his death, to his successor, if any there be, and are 
accompanied by the written opinion of such examiner, verified by his 
oath, touching the propriety of such lists and each case therein con- 
tained. The supervisors shall assemble for said purpose at their re- 
spective courthouses not later than the first day of August in each year. 
The original lists, and the tickets for taxes and levies corresponding 
therewith, shall be preserved by the clerk in his ofllce. After the said 
copies are so directed to be certified, the treasurer shall not receive 
any of the taxes or levies mentioned in the said lists, but the taxes and 
levies mentioned in the third list, namely, capitation taxes, and per- 
sonal property taxes and levies, can be paid to the clerk of the circuit 
or corporation (or hustings) court, who shall, in a book to be kept 
in his oflSce for the purpose, enter the name of each person who pays 
. any part of the taxes and levies, the amount paid and date of such pay- 
ment; and on the first day of March and on the first day of September 
of each year the clerk shall make, under oath, a report in detail to 
the auditor of public accounts of the taxes which are the property of 
the State, and the clerk shall, at the same time make, under oath, re- 
port to the board of supervisors, or city or town councils, of the amount 
which is the property of the county, district, city or town, and the 
clerk shall, at the time of making such report, pay to the auditor of 
public accounts the amount due the State, and the board of super- 
visors the amount due the county, district, et cetera, and to the city 
or town council the amount due the city or town, less the commission 
which he is by law authorized to retain. 

Sec. 609. Penalties on treasurers for false lists, also for returns 
as "delinquents" where suflacient property liable to distress. — Any treas- 
urer who returns in any such lists, real estate, persons, or property as 
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delinquent for the non-payment of taxes or levies, when the same or 
any part thereof shall actually have been received by him, shall for- 
feit, if the return was by design, ten times the amount of taxes and 
levies so actually received, and if the return was by mistake, twice the 
amount, one-half of which forfeiture shall' in each case be to the Com- 
monwealth and the other half to the person charged with such taxes 
and levies. Any treasurer who returns in such lists any real estate, 
persons, or property as delinquent, when he had either found, or by 
using due diligence might have found, sufficient property within his 
bailiwick liable to distress for the taxes and levies for which such real 
estate, persons, or property are returned delinquent, shall forfeit to the 
Commonwealth a sum equal to five times the amount of said taxes and 
levies. 

Sec. 610. Treasurer to forward lists to auditor and receive credit 
for taxes. — ^The copies of lists directed to be certified to the auditor 
shall be placed by the clerk in a sealed enclosure directed to that officer, 
and delivered to the treasurer by whom the lists were returned, to be by 
him forwarded to the auditor, who shall credit the treasurer with the 
amount of State taxes mentioned in the first and third lists if they be 
presented at his office within three months next after his final settle- 
ment, but not otherwise. 

Sec. 611. Clerks to record and index list of real estate returned 
"delinquent." — The clerk of the county or corporation or hustings court 
shall record, in a book to be kept for the purpose, the list of real estate 
delinquent for the non-payment of taxes and levies thereto mentioned 
''secondly" in section six hundred and five, and index the same in the 
names of the persons against whom such taxes and levies are assessed. 

Sec. 612. Auditor to place copy of "third" lists in hands of of- 
ficer for collection; supervisors - and council to cause "second" and 
"third" lists to be published and posted. — The auditor shall, within 
sixty days after receiving said third list, or as soon thereafter as prac- 
ticable, place certified copies of the same for collection in the hands 
of any sheriff, sergeant, constable, or collector (except that such lists 
shall not be placed in the hands of any officer who returned the same), 
who shall collect the same, giving to each person from whom such col- 
lection is made, a receipt specifying the several items of taxes and levies 
so collected, and account to the auditor within one year after list is 
placed in his hands. "Said officer shall have the same power of distress 
and be accountable for said taxes and levies in like manner as treas- 
urers, and he and his sureties shall be subject to all such remedies as are 
given the Commonwealth against treasurers for failure to pay. Within 
sixty days after the said second and third lists have been allowed and 
certified according to the provisions of section six hundred and eight, the 
clerk of the county or corporation or hustings court of each county or 
corporation shall lay a certified copy thereof, including State taxes and 
county or city levies before the board of supervisors of the county or. 
the council of the city, as the case may be; and it shall be the duty of 
the supervisors or the council to cause said lists, or such parts thereof 
as may be deemed advisable, to be published for two successive weeks 
in a newspaper in the county or city, or in hand-bills to be posted gen- 
erally throughout the country or city and at the front door of the court- 
house thereof for three successive terms of the court. 

Sec. 613. (As amended March 13, 1908.) Compensation of treas- 
urers for receiving and paying over revenue. — ^Every treasurer shall be 
allowed for his services in receiving and paying over the revenues on 
amounts of twenty-five thousand dollars and less, five per centum, and 
on amounts in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars, three and one- 
half per centum,, which shall be the entire compensation allowed treas- 
urers in counties and cities in which the revenue exceeds twentv-five 
thousand dollars ; provided, that in counties and cities in which the 
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revenue does not exceed ten thousand dollars, he shall, in addition to 
the five per centum, receive four per centum on all revenues remain- 
ing unpaid on December first and collected by him; and in counties 
and cities in which the revenue exceeds ten thousand and does not 
exceed fifteen thousand dollars, he shall, in addition to the five per 
centum, receive three per centum on all revenues remaining unpaid De- 
cember first and collected by him; provided, further, that the commis- 
sions of the city treasurer, for collecting and paying over the revenue 
where the annual collection is in excess of sixty thousand dollars, shall 
be at the rate of two per centum on such excess ; provided, further, that 
where the revenue exceeds fifteen thousand doUars, but is not sufficient 
in excess thereof to make the treasurer's compensation as much as it 
would have been had such revenue been less than fifteen thousand dollars, 
the treasurer shall be entitled to two per centum commission on all 
revenue remaining unpaid the first of December and collected by him 
up to fifteen thousand dollars. 

Sec. 614. (As amended by act approved March 18, 1916.) Their 
compensation for receiving and disbursing levies. — The county treasurer 
shall be allowed for his services in receiving and disbursing the county 
and school levies, including all moneys collected by order of the county 
authorities for any purpose, the compensation provided for in the pre- 
ceding section, and the city treasurer shall be allowed for his services 
in receiving and disbursing the city and school levies (where he is col- 
lector of such levies), the same rate of compensation allowed by the 
preceding section for receiving and paying over the revenues, except 
on all amounts over twenty-five thousand dollars, on which such city 
treasurer shall be allowed three and a half per centum. But upon all 
funds turned over by any outgoing county treasurer, his successor for 
receiving and disbursing said funds shall have not more than two per 
centum commission. 

Provided, however, that if in the county of Franklin the compensa- 
tion of the county treasurer for receiving and disbursing the county and 
district levies does not equal an amount of six dollars for each square 
mile of area in said county, the county authorities may allow said treas- 
urer in his annual settlement an amount out of county levy sufficient to 
make his compensation equal to not less than six dollars for each square 
mile of area in said county, 

(This section as amended in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Ck>minissions to treasurers. Sections 613, 614 and 1515 construed. 

AN ACT to construe and make plain how treasurers' commissions are to 
be paid under section 613 of the Code of Virginia, as amended and 
re-enacted by an act approved March 13, 1908, entitled "an act to 
amend and re-enact sections 613 and 614 of the Code of Virginia, 
and under section 614 of the Code of Virginia, as amended and 
re-enacted by an act approved March 10, 1910, and under section 
1515 of the Code of Virginia, as amended and re-enacted by an 
act approved March 11, 1904. Approved March 23, 1912. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That sections 
613 and 614 and 1515 of the Code of Virginia, as amended and re- 
enacted as set forth in title of this act, be construed as follows: 

In computing commissions of the treasurer for receiving and dis- 
bursing State revenues, under section 613, such revenues shall be treated 
as a separate and distinct fund; in computing his commissions for re- 
ceiving and disbursing the county levies, except those for school pur- 
poses, including all moneys collected by order of the county authorities 
for any purpose under section 614 , such county levies except those for 
school purposes, including all moneys collected by order of the county 
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authorities for any purpose, shall be treated as a separate and distinct 
fund, and in computing his commissions under section 1515, for receiving 
and disbursing county and district school levies, such levies shall be 
treated as a separate and distinct fund. 

All acts or parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 615. Auditor to deliver lists of delinquent treasurers to attor- 
ney general, who shall proceed against them and their sureties; copy 
of notice to be recorded where treasurer or sureties has estate and 
indexed. — On or before the first day of January and the first day of 
July of each year the auditor of public accounts shall make out and 
deliver to the attorney general a list of all the treasurers who have 
failed to make the statements or pay the sums required by section six 
hundred and four, and such lists, where the failure is to pay, shall specify 
the amount due from each of the said treasurers, and shall also specify 
the names of their sureties, respectively. It shall be the duty of the 
attorney general to proceed forthwith against the treasurers in default 
and their sureties for the recovery of the amounts due from such treas- 
urers, respectively, and the interest thereon, prescribed by section six 
hundred and eighteen. The proceedings may be by motion, or notice, 
in the circuit court of the city of Richmond. Copies of such notice, cer- 
tified by the clerk of the said court, shall be forthwith sent by the attor- 
ney general to the clerks of the county and corporation courts of any 
county or city wherein it is ascertained that the treasurer or his sureties 
proceeded against, has an estate, and the clerk to whom any such copy 
is so sent shall record it as a deed is required by law to be recorded, 
and index the same, as well in the name of the Commonwealth as of 
the treasurer and his sureties, each respectively. 

Sec. 616. Lien of judgment and execution against treasurer and 
sureties. — A judgment in such proceeding, recovered against the treas- 
urer, or against the treasurer and sureties, jointly or severally, shall 
be a lien on all his or their real estate, in any county or city, of or to 
which he, or they respectively, shall be possessed or 'entitled at or after 
the time such notice is recorded and indexed as aforesaid, in such county 
or city; and an execution, sued out on such judgment and placed in the 
hands of an officer to be executed, shall bind all the personal estate of 
such treasurer and sureties, jointly and severally, respectively, of or 
to which he, or they, each respectively, shall be possessed or entitled at 
or after the time the said notice is recorded and indexed as aforesaid, 
and before the return day of such execution; except that, as against an 
assignee for valuable consideration of any of said personal estate which 
is not capable of being levied on under an execution, or as against a per- 
son making a payment to such treasurer, the lien of the execution by 
virtue of this section shall not affect such assignee or person making 
payment, unless he had notice of the execution, or of the pendency of 
said proceedings at the time of th^ assignment or payment, as the case 
may be.. 

Sec. 618. Penalty on treasurer for failure to pay over revenue. — 
Every treasurer who does not pay the revenue into the treasury at the 
time prescribed by law shall be charged with interest thereon at the rate 
of fifteen per centum per annum from the time the same was so payable. 

Sec. 619. Auditor may appoint collectors of delinquent taxes and 
levies; compensation allowed. — The auditor of public accounts may ap- 
point a collector in any county or city to collect taxes and levies on per- 
sons and property therein, returned delinquent, and may allow him a 
reasonable compensation, to be agreed on (before the service is com- 
menced) and approved by the executive, which compensation shall not 
exceed twenty per cent, on what may be collected and paid into the 
public treasury. 

Sec. 620. Collectors allowed reasonable tiihe; shall give bond. — 
Such collector shall have a reasonable time allowed him by the auditor. 
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and shall, before he acts, execute a bond approved by the auditor, with 
condition that he will faithfully collect the said taxes and levies, and 
account for and pay the same into the treasury within the time so al- 
lowed. The bond, shall remain filed in the auditor's office. 

Delinquent capitation taxes past due — ^judges of courts to appoint collec- 
tors — their compensation, &c. 

AN ACT to provide for the collection of delinquent capitation taxes, past 
due three (3) years or more, by collectors to be appointed by the 
judges of the courts of the Commonwealth and to fix the compensa- 
tion of such collectors. Approved March 22, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
judge of the circuit court of each county, and the judge of the 
corporation or hustings court of each city and the judge of 
the circuit court of each city, which has no other court of record, shall 
at the term preceding October the first of each year appoint a delinquent 
capitation tax collector, who shall give bond to the Commonwealth in 
such penalty as the court may deem proper, whose duty it shall be to 
enforce the collection by levy, garnishment, or otherwise, of all delinquent 
capitation taxes which shall be turned over to him for collection as is 
herein provided. A copy of the order making the appointment and a 
copy of the bond required shall be certified by the clerk of the court 
making the appointment to the auditor of public accounts. 

2. The said collector shall be allowed twenty per centum (20%) of 
all amounts collected by him, and shall on the first of each month make 
report to the clerk of the court, by which he was appointed, of the 
amounts collected by him and from whom collected, and shall at the same 
time pay over to the clerk of said court eighty per centum (80%) of the 
amount collected ; and the clerk shall issue to the said collector a receipt 
for the amount paid over to him and shall at the same time forward to 
the auditor of public accounts a duplicate of said receipt. 

3. On or before the first day of October of each year the clerk of 
the court- appointing the delinquent capitation tax collector, shall make 
out a duplicate list of all persons within his county or city who shall 
be as much as three (3) and not exceeding five (5) years delinquent in 
payment of capitation taxes, one of said lists shall be sent to the auditor 
of public accounts and the other list shall be by said clerk delivered to 
the delinquent capitation tax colleptor and as a compensation for his 
work in making out said list the clerk making said list shall receive five 
(5) per centum of all moneys collected from the said list by him made, 
which said amount shall be retained by said clerk out of the money 
paid over to him by the said collector, and the clerk shall annually on or 
before the fifteenth day of October pay into the State treasury, through 
the office of the auditor of public accounts the amount paid over to him 
by the said collector, less the commission authorized by this act to be 
retained by the clerk. 

4. The auditor of public accounts shall dispose of any funds aris- 
ing under this act as other capitation taxes are disposed of. 

5. The delinquent capitation tax collector shall on the thirtieth 
day of September of each year deliver to the clerk of the court the list 
of uncollected taxes which had been by said clerk previously delivered to 
him as hereinbefore provided, which said list shall be by the clerk of the 
court filed as other delinquent capitation tax lists are filed; and the clerk 
of the court shall, at the time of the receipt of the list of uncollected taxes 
delivered to him by said collector, certify to the auditor of public accounts 
the total amount returned as uncollected. 

(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916). 
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IXelinqnent property taxes— attorneys for the Commonwealth to collect 

wh^i appointed by the auditor of public accounts — th^r 

compensation, &c. 

AN ACT to authorized the auditor of public accounts to employ the attor- 
neys for the Commonwealth, in the several counties and cities, to 
take steps and institute actions at law or suits in equity for the 
recovery of taxes on personal property, money and income returned 
delinquent and to provide for the compensation of the attorneys 
and to require bond. Approved iMarch 22, 1916. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That the 
auditor of public accounts is hereby authorized to employ attorneys for 
the Commonwealth in the several counties and cities to take steps and 
institute actions at law or suits in equity for the recovery of taxes on 
personal property, money and income returned delinquent, and it shall 
be the duty of the attorneys for the Commonwealth to accept such em- 
ployment, their compensation to be agreed upon by the auditor of public 
accounts and the attorney, which compensation, however, shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount collected, recovered and 
paid into the State treasury; which compensation the auditor of public 
accounts may authorize them to retain out of their collections when 
making their settlements with him at such times as he may require set- 
tlement. Each attorney so appointed shall give bond to the Common- 
wealth of Virginia for the faithful performance of the duties put upon 
him by this act, in a penalty to be fixed by the auditor of public accounts 
in whose office the bond shall be filed. 

(This act in force on and after June 17, 1916). 

Sec. 622. What may be distrained for taxes; fees of ofllcers; notice 
to tenant. — Any goods or chattels in the corporation or county belong- 
ing to the person or estate assessed with taxes or levies, may be dis- 
trained therefor by the treasurer, sheriff, sergeant, constable or collec- 
tor. In all cases property subject to levy or distress for taxep shall be 
liable to levy or distress in the hands of any person for taxes thereon. 

Any timber or wood growing on the land belonging to the person or 
estate assessed with taxes or levies may be distrained and sold, so far 
as necessary, to pay the amount of such taxes and levies and expense of 
sale, and shall be sold standing in the manner prescribed for the sale 
of goods and chattels, other than horses, mules and oxen, under dis- 
tress or levy for taxes; and the puchaser shall have the right to cut 
and carry away such wood or timber within twelve months after the pur- 
chase of the same, with, the right of ingress and egress for this pur- 
pose, but shall not haul same over any lands occupied at the time by 
growing crops. 

Any real estate in the county or corporation belonging to the per- 
son or estate assessed with taxes or levies due on such real estate may 
be rented or leased by the treasurer, sergeant or collector, at public out- 
cry, in the discretion of such treasurer, sergeant, or collector, either at 
the front door of the courthouse or on the premises, or at some public 
place in the «ommunity where the premises are situated, after giving 
not less than fifteen days' notice by printed or written notices posted at 
the front door of the courthouse, and at three or more places in the 
neighborhood of the real estate to be leased, such leasing shall be for a 
term not exceeding one year, and for cash suflicient to pay the taxes 
or levies due on the real estate so rented, and the costs and charges of 
advertising and leasing. 

When a lease is effected, the treasurer, sergeant or collector leasing 
such real estate, shall put the lessee in possession thereof, and for such 
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purpose shall have like powers as those exercised by a sheriff atting 
under a writ of possession. 

When the sheriff, sergeant or collector advertises and leases, or 
advertises without leasing, a parcel of real estate^ under this section, 
he shall receive a fee of sixty cents, to be paid as a part of the cost 
of this proceeding. 

In all cases where a treasurer, sergeant or other collecting officer 
has to levy or distrain and sell, or levy or distrain without selling, he 
shall receive a fee of sixty cents, to be collected with the taxes. But 
in no case shall any of these fees be paid by the "State. 

When the real estate is advertised for leasing for the taxes and 
there is any tenant in possession of the property so advertised, then 
the treasurer or other collecting officer making the lease, shall serve 
upon such tenant, at least five days prior to the day of leasing, a copy 
of the notice of leasing. 

This service shall be in conformity with section thirty-two hun- 
dred and seven of the Code of Virginia. 

Sec. 623. When treasurer may distrain. — A treasurer may dis- 
train for taxes and levies for which he has accounted to the auditor of 
public accounts and the county authorities, respectively, at any time 
within one year after the period fixed by section six hundred and four 
of the Code of Virginia for his final settlement with the auditor of 
public accounts for State taxes. 

Sec. 624. Property of tenants, etc., liable to distress; limitation 
of liability; when taxes and levies on land to be apportioned. — The 
goods and chattels of the tenant or other person in possession, claiming 
under the party or estate assessed with taxes or levies on land, may be 
distrained if found on the premises, but not for an amount exceeding 
the rent contracted to be paid by such tenant for said premises, nor 
until the property of the landlord subject to distress, within the county 
or city, shall have been exhausted; and where the rent is payable in a 
share of the crop only the share of the crop belonging to the landlord 
shall be liable to levy. But when taxes or levies are assessed wholly to 
one person on a tract or lot, part of which has become the freehold of 
another by a title recorded before the commencement of the year for 
which such taxes or levies are assessed, the property belonging to the 
owner of that part shall not be distrained for more than a due propor- 
tion of the said taxes or levies. 

Sec. 625. Where land lies partly in one county and partly in an- 
other county or corporation, how distress made; where residence of 
owner is in a different county or corporation, or taxpayer moves out 
of county or corporation, how taxes and levies collected. — ^Where taxes 
or levies are assessed on a tract of land lying partly in one county and 
partly in another county or corporation, the treasurer of the county 
or corporation in which the taxes or levies are so assessed may distrain 
on the part of the land lying in the other county or corporation in the 
same manner as if such part was in h^s own county or corporation; and 
when the land or other property is in a county or corporation different 
from that of the residence of the owner, or where a person assessed with 
any taxes or levies, before paying the same, removes from the county 
or corporation in which the assessment was made, the treasurer shall 
have the same remedies for the collection of all such taxes and levies, 
in all respects, as if the person owing the taxes and levies resided in 
the officer's own county or corporation, or the said treasurer may trans- 
fer to the treasurer of the county or corporation in which such person 
resides the tickets for taxation and levies against such person or prop- 
erty, and the last-named officer shall proceed to collect the same and 
pay the proceeds to the former officer; and the commission for collecting 
said tickets shall in such case be shared equally by the said officers. 

Sec. 62 6. Mortgages, etc., no bar to distress. — No deed of trust or 
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mortage upon goods or chattels shall prevent the same from beids 
distrained and sold for taxes or levies against the grantor in such deeds 
while such goods and chattels remain in the grantor's possession; nor 
shall any such deed prevent the goods and chattels conveyed from being 
distrained and sold for taxes or levies assessed thereon, no matter 'in 
whose possession they may be found. 

Sec. 627. Where officer cannot find sufficient goods, etc., to dis- 
train, how he shall proceed. — ^When the officer cannot find sufficient 
goods or chattels to distrain for taxes or levies, any person indebted 
to or having in his hands estate of the party assessed with such taxes 
or levies may be applied to for payment thereof out of such debt or 
estate; and a payment by such person of the said taxes or levies, either 
in whole or in part, shall entitle him to a charge or credit»for se much 
on account of such debt or estate against the party so assessed. If the 
person applied to do not pay so much as may seem to the officer ought 
to be recovered on account of the debt or estate in his hands, the officer 
shall, if the sum^due for such taxes or levies does not exceed twenty 
dollars, procure from a justice a summons directing such person to ap- 
pear before some justice at such time and place as may seem reasonable; 
and if the sum due exceed twenty dollars, shall procure from the clerk 
of the court of the county or city a summons directing such person to 
appear before the court of the county or city on the first day of the next 
term thereof; and from the time of the service of any such summons the 
said taxes and levies shall constitute a lien on the debt so due from 
such person, or on the estate in his hands. 

Sec. 628. Proceedings on return of summons executed. — If such 
summons be returned executed, and the person so summoned do not 
appear, judgment shall be entered against him for the sum due for such 
taxes and levies and for the fees of the clerk and of the officer who 
executes the summons. 

Sec. 629. Proceedings when person summoned appear. — If the 
person so summoned appear he shall be interrogated on oath, and such 
evidence may be heard as may be adduced, and such judgment shall be 
rendered as upon the whole case shall seem proper. 

Sec. 630. Tenant paying taxes or levies to have credit out of - 
rents. — A tenant from whom payment shall be obtained, by distress or 
otherwise, of taxes or levies due from a person under whom he holds, 
shall have credit for the same against such person out of the rents he 
may owe him, except where the tenant is bound to pay such taxes and 
levies by an express contract with such person. 

Sec. 631. Fiduciary to be reimbursed out of estate. (As amended 
by an act approved February 17, 1906.) — ^Where taxes or levies are 
paid by any fiduciary on any estate in his hands or for which he may be 
liable, such taxes and levies shall be refunded out. of said estate. 

Sec. 631-a. Apportionment of taxes, levies or assessments. State 
county or municipal; proceedings therefor. — The court of a county or 
corporation, in whicJi is situated real estate owned by two or more per- 
sons as joint tenants, tenants in common or coparceners and taxes, or 
taxes, penalty and interest or levies or any assessment of any kind; 
whether State, county or municipal, are charged or chargeable against 
the joint estate, and there has been, or shall be, a partition of such real 
estate, shall, on the motion of any person or persons to whom a pro- 
portion or proportions of such real estate has been set off or allotted, 
or on the motion of any person who has the right to charge such pro- 
portion or proportions with a debt, ascertain and fix the pro rata of 
tax, or tax, penalty, levy or assessments, and interest aforesaid, which 
should be paid by such person or persons on the proportion or propor- 
tions of such real estate set off or allot ed to them. And when the. 
pro rata of tax, or tax, penalty and interest, or levy or assessments afore- 
said, charged or chargeable upon the proportion or proportions of such 
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real estate set off or alloted to such person Or persons has been so 
ascertained and paid, he or they shall hold the proportion or propor- 
tions of such real estate set off or allotted to him or them, free from 
the residue of the tax, or tax, penalty and interest, or levy or assess- 
ment charged on said tract before partition. And the proportion or 
proportions of said ^eal estate set off or allotted to the person or per- 
sons who shall not have paid their pro rata of the tax, or the tax, 
penalty and interest, or levy or assessment aforesaid, shall be charged 
with and held bound for the portion of said tax, or tax, penalty and 
interest, or levy, or assessment aforesaid remaining unpaid, in the 
same manner as if said, partition had been made before said tax, or tax, 
penalty and interest or levy or assessment aforesaid had been assessed 
or accrued, and said proportion or proportions of said real estate orig- 
inally listed for taxation in the names of the delinquent person or per- 
sons. 

But before such motion shall be made five days* notice thereof 
shall be given, in case of State and county taxes and levies, to the com- 
missioner of the revenue, treasurer and Commonwealth's attorney, and 
in cases of city or municipal taxes or assessment, to the commissioner 
of the revenue, auditor and city attorney, and it shall be the duty of 
the Commonwealth's attorney or city attorney, as the case may be, to be 
present and defend the motion, and the order of the court shall show 
the fact. 

And when such order shall have been made, it shall be the duty 
of the clerk of the county or corporation court to certify a copy thereof, 
in case of State or county taxes and levies, to the commissioner of the 
revenue and treasurer, and in case of city or municipal taxes or as- 
sessments to the auditor and city collector, and said officers are re- 
quired to make entry of said order in the proper books, and the clerk is 
further directed to make an entry of said order in the delinquent land 
books, if such land has been returned delinquent, and to furnish a copy 
thereof to the person or persons making such motion, for which he shall 
be entitled to receive from such persons or persons a fee of seventy-five 
cents. 

Sec. 632. What taxes and levies forever barred. — The Common- 
wealth and the several counties and corporations thereof, shall be for- 
ever barred from collecting by sale or otherwise taxes and levies due 
prior to January first, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, except taxes 
and levies on land owned by non-residents.* 
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